




 Examples may include: 
◦ Random acts of kindness 

like: 
 Paying for your meal 
 Giving you a gift 

◦ Forgiving a debt 
◦ Letting you off with a 

warning, instead of 
punishing you 

◦ Reactions may include: 
 Disbelief 
 Bargaining 
 Laughter 
 Relief 
 Crying 
 Thankfulness 



 God gives to us in 
many ways, but we can 
put them into at least 
two categories: 

 He shows us grace 
when we are given 
something that we do 
not deserve and will 
never deserve 

 He shows us mercy 
when we are spared 
from what we do 
deserve, especially 
suffering and death 
because of our sin 



 When Noah’s family exited 
the Ark, there was still sin 
in the world, meaning that 
nobody deserved to be 
saved based on how good 
of a person they were 

 But our merciful and 
gracious God was still going 
to keep His promise to send 
a Savior 

 Through the line of Shem, 
Jesus would come to save 
us from sin and death and 
give us the undeserved gift 
of eternal life 

 Read Genesis 12:1, 4-5. 
Who was the next person 
God lifted up to continue 
His plan? 



 God lifted up Abram, a man 
who had not know Him 
before and probably had 
worshipped false gods 

 As God spoke to him, He 
tells him to do something 
very difficult: Leave your 
home and go somewhere 
else, but I’m not going to 
tell you where yet 

 So Abram took his family 
and moved away from the 
land of Haran, following 
God’s instructions 

 Read Genesis 12:2-3, 6-9. 
What other important 
things did God tell Abram? 
 



 God says that through 
Abram, He will make a 
great nation  

 He promises Abram that 
his descendants will one 
day live in the land of 
Canaan 

 He also says that He will 
make Abram’s name 
great and all the families 
of the earth will be 
blessed through him 

 Read Luke 1:46-55. How 
does Mary’s song show 
us how all people 
received these blessings? 



 After she found out she was 
going to have a son by the 
Holy Spirit, Mary sings a 
song called the Magnificat, 
which shows us that the 
way all nations are blessed 
is through Jesus 

 Jesus’ death and 
resurrection is for all 
people, not just those who 
are descended from Abram 

 Even way back in the days 
of Abram, this is what God 
had in mind 

 Read Genesis 12:10-20. 
After following God’s call, 
what happened next to 
Abram and Sarai? 



 After Abram settles 
between Bethel and Ai, 
there is a famine 

 He, his wife Sarai, and 
nephew Lot are forced 
to go to Egypt to get 
food 

 While there, Abram 
feared that the 
Egyptians would kill 
him and capture Sarai 
his wife, so he lied 
saying “she’s my 
sister” 
 
 



 Things went well for a 
while, but soon God 
punished the Egyptians for 
taking Abram’s wife 

 Once they found out, they 
sent Abram and Sarai on 
their way 

 Abram failed to trust and 
thought his own plan would 
be better than God’s, but 
he was wrong 

 Read Genesis 13:2-7, 11-
12. What other problem did 
Abram face? How did he 
handle it more wisely? 



 God blessed Abram and 
Lot by growing their 
flocks and herds 

 As their wealth grew, 
there was fighting 
between Abram and Lot’s 
herdsmen 

 Instead of holding on to 
the bitter end, Abram 
allowed Lot to have some 
of his own land, showing 
his trust in God 

 When and why is it 
sometimes hard to give 
up something you have 
to help others? 
 
 



 Giving up something makes 
us worry that we will soon 
miss having it 

 Sometimes, we feel that we 
have earned what we have 
and others have not 

 We might think others 
would not appreciate or 
make good use of our stuff 
if they had it 

 Sometimes we forget that 
stuff can be replaced, and 
God will help us to get 
through any situation 

 Read Job 1:1-3, 8-12, Job 
19:25-26. How does Job’s 
story connect to Abram’s?   
 



 Like Abram, Job was very 
wealthy and God had 
blessed him 

 Even when Job lost 
possessions, his health, and 
even his family, he still put 
his trust in God’s promise, 
just like Abram did 

 And God responded by 
giving him even more than 
he had before, because of 
his faith 

 Read Genesis 15:1-6. How 
did God plan to give Abram 
and Sarai more than they 
ever expected? 



 Because Abram and Sarai 
were old, they did not think 
they could have a child 

 Abram, trusting again in his 
own plan, thought his heir 
would be one of his own 
servants 

 But God said no, your heir 
will be your own flesh and 
blood, and Abram’s 
offspring would be like the 
stars in the sky 

 Read Genesis 16:1-6. After 
waiting some more, what 
was Sarai’s plan? 



 Sarai said: marry my servant 
Hagar and have a baby with 
her 

 Although Abram would 
finally have a son, Hagar 
rubbed it in Sarai’s face 

 After that, Sarai was very 
harsh with Hagar and she 
ran away 

 However, after an angel 
talked to Hagar, she 
returned and gave birth to 
Ishmael 

 Read Genesis 17:1-5, 15-
21. After this mess, how 
does God reassure Abram 
and Sarai? 
 
 



 In order to reassure Abram, 
God changes his name to 
Abraham and his wife’s 
name to Sarah 

 Abram meant “exalted 
father,” but Abraham means 
“father of many nations”  

 Sarai meant “princess,” but 
Sarah means “queen” 

 This shows that God will 
not only deliver on His first 
promise to give them a 
child, but He will keep the 
second promise too: that 
their descendants would be 
a great nation 
 



 God also tells Abraham that 
all males with him must be 
circumcised, which serves 
as a physical sign of the 
covenant, like baptism for 
us today 

 Even though it had been 25 
years since God made the 
promise, God now gives 
them the name of their son: 
Isaac 

 Read Genesis 17:15-17 and 
21:1-7. Why was Isaac such 
an appropriate name? 

 



 Isaac means “he laughs” 
 It was an appropriate 

name, because what God 
did was so unbelievable 

 God gave a 100-year old 
man and a 90-year old 
woman a child 

 When Abraham and Sarah 
first heard of it, they 
couldn’t help but laugh 

 Read Genesis 22:1-3, 9-
14. Years later, what very 
difficult thing did God 
ask Abraham to do? 



 God told Abraham to sacrifice 
his son whom he loved and 
waited so long for 

 At the last minute, God 
stopped him, because He saw 
his strong faith 

 God also delivered up His Son 
as a sacrifice, for the sins of 
the world, but God did not 
stop short 

 Because Jesus, the lamb of 
God, was sacrificed on a 
wooden cross, there’s no need 
to make more offerings 

 And because He lives, we are 
free from death 

 Read Genesis 25:20-34. After 
Isaac is spared, what happens 
in his family when he is older? 



 Abraham finds a wife 
for Isaac named 
Rebekah and they have 
two sons: Jacob and 
Esau 

 Even before the two 
sons were born, they 
were fighting and that 
continued for most of 
their lives 

 God told Rebekah that 
Esau would serve 
Jacob, even though 
Esau was born first 



 As they grew older, Esau 
liked hunting, but Isaac 
mostly stayed in the 
camp 

 One day when Esau was 
really hungry, he sold his 
firstborn birthright for a 
bowl of stew 

 Later on, Jacob tricked 
his elderly father Isaac 
into blessing him instead 
of Esau, so Esau hated 
his brother and Jacob 
was afraid for his life for 
many years 



 Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
are called the patriarchs or 
“first fathers” of God’s 
people 

 This isn’t because they 
were such great people, but 
because they were chosen 
by God 

 God worked through them 
to keep His promise alive 
and to bring glory to His 
name 

 Even though we are sinners, 
God can work through us to 
share the Good News of 
Jesus with other people 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 7 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for 

 Be ready for a quiz 
on lessons 6 and 7 
next week 


