
Dear friends in Christ, 

     I write this month with a pastoral invitation:  Let us sing to 

the Lord! I have noticed a concerning trend.  Fewer people at 

Mt. Calvary are singing.  

     I am sure that many folks feel like they “can’t sing.”  In 

fact, as I have personally asked folks to sing in various settings, 

a fair number have actually said, “Pastor, 

trust me, you don’t want me to sing!”  I 

disagree.  

     I am not asking people to sing because I 

think everyone sounds good or even 

knows all the notes. I am asking people to 

sing because the gifts of God to us in 

Christ call us to sing and rejoice and praise 

the Lord.  This is the reason we would and 

should sing.  From Ephesians 5 we hear, 

“but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 

with your heart, giving thanks always and  

for everything to God the Father in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Colossians 3 says, 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 

teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spir-

itual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God.” 

     To say that you don’t sound good enough to sing is to 

assume that you are singing for your ears or for the pleasure 

of others.  Rather, God’s word teaches that we bless one 

another when we sing to God and for His glory.  Singing to-

gether proclaims our unity and community in Christ.  It is an 

expression of our fellowship in Christ and shows what we 

have in common even as it is a confession of the word of God 

put to music.  

     One of the most important aspects of that musical confes-

sion is the way we teach our children by singing.  Consider 

what the world puts into the minds of our children through 

commercials and internet and movies or TV shows using mu-

sic.  If we choose not to sing in church, or refuse to sing, then 

we are teaching our children that secular music is more im-

portant and acceptable than sacred music.  We are teaching 

them that the music of the church is embarrassing or worse - 

shameful!  This is what Satan would have them believe.   

     Do you realize that you battle Satan and beat back his 

advance with your singing?  Don’t you know that we also ad-

vance the kingdom and reign of Christ by our singing?  Don’t 

you know that you build up your own church when you sing?  

When you sing, and others see you, they can learn from your 

example and borrow from your boldness.  Folks around you 

will see you and might think, “If he is singing, I can too.” 

     Perhaps you feel as if you can’t because 

COVID still exists and is being spread.  It 

might encourage you to know that during 

worship we still run the fans continuously in 

the sanctuary to move aerosols and clean 

the atmosphere with the air scrubbers we 

installed in 2020.  If you are concerned, you 

could also social distance by moving to a less 

populated pew - there is always first-class 

seating available down front.  Ultimately, 

every action included in exercising our faith 

demands trust in God’s direction as much his 

protection.  After all, we are Lutherans who 

have made it a practice to sing:  
 

     A mighty fortress is our God, 

     A bulwark never failing: 

     Our helper He, amid the flood 

     Of mortal ills prevailing. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Chris 
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     I don’t know about you, but whenever October rolls 

around, I start to feel different.  It’s a little bit difficult to  

describe, but I think the colder weather makes me start to 

picture ancient stone castles, dark German forests, and soar-

ing cathedrals, ones like might be found when the Refor-

mation first started in 1517.  When I get this feeling, I start 

swelling with pride about our great Lutheran heritage, hum-

ming hymns to myself like “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” 

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word,” and even more re-

cent hymns like “Thy Strong Word”.  I picture Martin Luther 

nailing the 95 theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg 

and his courageous words in front of the Holy Roman Emper-

or Charles V: “here I stand, I can do no other. God help me. 

Amen.”  

     As I was starting my yearly remembrance of these events, 

it occurred to me that not everybody feels the way that I do.  

Not everybody realizes the enormity of what went on just 

over 500 years ago and the central points of contention that 

led to a war of words and armies.  This is true of the vast 

majority of people in the vast majority of Christian denomina-

tions.  And it is even true of many Lutherans.  So, I thought 

what I would do this month is go over some of the most im-

portant points of the Reformation and show you how conse-

quential all of this is.  

     When people talk about Lutheranism, you 

might have heard them mention something 

about the “Solas.”  “Sola” is a Latin word that 

means “alone” or “only.”  The English word, 

“solely,” comes from the same Latin root.  Dur-

ing the Reformation, there came to be four 

primary “solas” or “solae” in the teachings of 

Protestantism.  The four were:  Sola Gratia, 

Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura, and Sola Christus.  

     First, let’s address Sola Gratia.  This means 

“grace alone” and is perhaps the most common-

ly known of the four.  It was so well-known that it became a 

slogan and a battle cry for proponents of the Reformation.  

But, if you were to define grace, what would you say?  And if 

you are supporting grace alone, what are you opposing on the 

other side?  I have heard grace defined in several different 

ways over the years.  One definition I have heard is: God’s 

undeserved favor.  In addition to that, many of us are familiar 

with using grace as an acronym for God’s riches at Christ’s 

expense.  Basically, grace alone is the teaching that says you 

cannot earn salvation.  It needs to be won and given to you.  

This is well encapsulated in Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you 

have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  

     Luther struggled for many years with God’s Word when 

he thought grace was absent.  There were many supposed 

ways of gaining favor with God, such as doing penance for sins 

and praying to saints, but in the end, they were empty and did 

not provide relief for him.  Though these issues seem to be 

old news, we realize that there are many still in the world 

who are inwardly focused, relying upon themselves to make 

things better.  There are many self-help books and conversa-

tions about self-love and self-care, which are not necessarily 

bad.  However, grace alone means that true help with our sin 

problem comes only from outside of us; from a loving and 

gracious God. 

     Second, there’s Sola Fide. If you are familiar with the Ma-

rine Corps, you know that their motto is “Semper Fi,” which 

means “always faithful.”  Fide comes from the same Latin 

word and so Sola Fide means “faith alone.”  Faith is often 

defined as belief without seeing.  As modern-day Christians, 

none of us saw Jesus die on the cross for the forgiveness of 

our sins and none of us had the experience of Thomas, 

touching the marks in Jesus’ hands or putting our hand in His 

side after He had risen.  Yet, people who were there have 

attested to the truth of these events and the life-changing 

benefits because Jesus’ work actually did happen.  Through 

the hearing of their testimony and the work of the Holy Spir-

it, faith springs up.  And faith is what we use to hold on to 

God’s free gift of grace.  When Satan whispers in our ear that 

we are not good enough for heaven, faith points us to the 

only fact that saves us:  we are justified, declared righteous 

before God, because of Christ. 

     The last two “Solas” are Sola Scriptura and Solus 

Christus.  These mean “Scripture Alone” and “Christ Alone.”  

These two go hand-in-hand, because it is by the Word of 

God in Scripture that Christ is revealed to us.  

For many years before Luther, books were 

very time-consuming to make and very expen-

sive.  Books, even the Bible, were sometimes 

chained in place, so that people could not steal 

the only copies for themselves.  Because books 

were so rare and few people had them, many 

fewer people could read and write.  Once Jo-

hannes Gutenberg invented the printing press, 

all of that changed.  People who never would 

have had access before now were able to take 

in the precious Word in their own language for 

the first time.  In the process, they discovered that a lot of 

things the Catholic Church required could not be found in 

God’s Word.  Worldly wisdom and traditions may have their 

place in certain situations, but they can say nothing when it 

comes to our salvation.   

     I’ll teach you one more Latin phrase: norma normans.  This 

means “norming norm” or “ruling rule.”  Scripture is the rul-

ing rule, because for Christians, it tells us what is true and 

what is false.  The most important truth, in Luther’s words, is 

this:  “For us fights the Valiant One, whom God Himself elected, 

Ask ye who is this? Jesus Christ it is. Of Sabaoth Lord, and there’s 

none other God, He holds the field forever…This world’s prince 

may still scowl fierce as he will, he can harm us none. He’s judged, 

the deed is done, one little word can fell him.”  God be with you 

as you face your battles, knowing that because Christ is victo-

rious, you too share in His victory over sin, death, and the 

Devil. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Reformation Remembered 
By Rev. Kevin Koester 
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Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall or by livestream between the worship services on Sunday mornings 

for the continuation of the Bible Study of Ezekiel.  There is a page on the Mt. Calvary website  

dedicated to adult Bible study resources.  If you go to www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/biblestudy you  

will find the weekly PowerPoints and outlines to which we have become accustomed while we 

have studied Ezekiel.  Also, please feel free to text in your questions or comments during Bible 

study to Pastor Kevin. 
 

Sunday Morning High School Bible Study—see page 6 for details. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study of The Lord’s Prayer 

On Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. this in-person Bible Study will be in the Fellowship Hall and livestreamed as it happens.  

Please let Pastor Chris know if you will be attending.   
 

Thursday Evening Men’s Bible Study 

Men’s Bible Study meets on Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  We have been studying the Book of Proverbs 

and invite you to join us!  Let Pastor Kevin or Daryl Haeder know if you are interested.  God’s Blessings! 

Nominating Committee 
Dawn Eining, Denny Mead, Daryl Haeder, Dave 

Moser and Pastor Kevin have all agreed to serve 

on the committee.  Please contact Kerwin Haeder 

if you would like to be part of this committee.  Prayerfully consider if this 

committee may be a way for you to use the talents the Lord has given you.  In 

addition, please pray for the Lord’s guidance as to whether He might desire 

your service in one of the offices listed below:   
 

VICE PRESIDENT  (Currently serving:  Ryan Kruse.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

ELDER - Four to be elected.   

(Currently serving and eligible for reelection:  Leonard Wonnenberg.  

Currently serving and ineligible for reelection:   

Ralph Borkowski, Roger Kropuenske, Matt Moeding.) 
 

YOUTH, CHAIR  (Currently serving:  Clint Bartel.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

EVANGELISM, CHAIR   

(Currently serving:  Marlus Lemke.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

SCHOOL BOARD, CHAIR   

(Currently serving:  Dawn Eining.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

FINANCE BOARD MEMBER - Two to be elected.   

(Currently serving and eligible for reelection.  Rosalie Pownell, Eileen Waldner.) 
 

TRUSTEE, MEMBER 

(Currently serving:  Terry McHenry.  Eligible for reelection.) 

 

MITCHELL CIRCUIT REFORMATION FESTIVAL 
 

Our annual Circuit Reformation Festival is on October 31 at Zion Lutheran - Mitchell.   
 

Worship is at 4:00 p.m. and a meal at 5:00 p.m.   
 

Preacher and dinner speaker will be Rev. Ryan Loeslie of Immanuel Lutheran, rural Dimock.   

 

Come celebrate our Lutheran heritage and enjoy the fellowship of our circuit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly  

Tuesday, October 19  

at 7:00 p.m.  
 

On the agenda for the Voters’ Assembly  

is election of officers for 2022 and to 

vote on the proposed 2022 Budget.   

 

The agenda will be posted  

in both of the bulletin board cases  

in the Narthex and the Fellowship Hall 

the weekend before the Assembly.   

 

Important To Attend!  
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Alec Birkeland 

11922 Bellaire St  Apt F 

Thornton  CO  80233 

 
Drew Borkowski 

1012 S Kline St 

Aberdeen  SD  57401 

 
Maxwell Chamberlain 

4509 S. Dunlap Ave 

Sioux Falls  SD  57106 

 
Nathan Dick 

40483 213th St 

Huron  SD  57350 

 
Danielle Geigle 

25357 467th Ave 

Lyons  SD  57041 

 
Blake Messegee 

2611 Oak Ave 

Rapid City  SD  57701 

 
Eric Price 

313 E 5th St 

Miller  SD  57362 

 

 

Dear Mt. Calvary,  
 

Thank you for your generous 

gifts to the Mt. Calvary Love 

Fund!  This fund gives us the 

opportunity to lift the burdens 

of others going through many 

hardships and is a tangible  

expression of God’s love! 
 

 In Christ,  

Pastor Chris and Pastor Kevin 

Pocket size copies are available for October, November, and December in the  

Narthex and on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  Check your mailbox in the  

Fellowship Hall if you have requested a large print or digest size copy.  There are a 

few large print and digest size copies available in the church office.   

 

Copies have been mailed to shut ins.  If you are unable to pick yours up at the church 

and would like to receive a copy by mail please call the church office 352-7121. 

 

Please contact the church office if you would like a large print or digest size Portals of 

Prayer in the future so we can make sure enough of each size are ordered.  

 

 
Portals of Prayer is also available as an app.  Download on the Apple App Store or get it on Google Play.  



 

 

 

 

The hotline  

is free,  

confidential 

and  

available 24/7 
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We appreciate the  

volunteers from  

Mt. Calvary who  

delivered meals  

September 27  

through October 1.   

 

Delivering meals for the  

Senior Center is a meaningful 

volunteer opportunity for  

community outreach. 

It takes approximately  

one hour each day.   

 

Lots of room for volunteers  

at any time, not just when  

it is Mt. Calvary’s turn  

to deliver meals! 

 

If you have questions,  

contact Dan Henson  

 

LWML SD Huron Zone Fall Rally will be held on  

LWML Sunday — October 3, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.  

In the Fellowship Hall at Mt. Calvary  

Our guest speaker will be Heather Miller, LWML SD 

Secretary.  She will be sharing about her experiences 

with MOST ministries on the medical mission trips she has attended along with Dr. Patty 

Peters (our LWML SD President).  A short meeting, election of officers, and social time 

will also be on the agenda.  Please come and join us!! 

The LWML Salad Supper will be held on October 7 at 6:00 p.m.   
Our speaker will be Sara Newman, Victim Witness Coordinator in 

the Beadle County States Attorney Office.  She will speak about 

her work as a victim's advocate.  She will also speak about Octo-

ber as family violence awareness month.   
 

All are welcome to join us.  Guests do not need to bring a salad. 

What is the Lutheran  

Women's Missionary League? 
 

The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) is 

an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod (LCMS).  It has as its "mission heart" thousands 

of volunteers who are daily dedicating their lives to 

making a difference in this world.  It is also “Lutheran 

Women in Mission,” a phrase that reflects the object 

of the LWML, adopted by the Board of Directors in 

January 1998. 

 

It is women who are finding avenues to use their 

God-given talents as they meet the challenge to share 

the Gospel message.  It is composed of individual 

women and women's groups within congregations of 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, on campuses, 

in resident homes, or in other settings.  It provides 

individual membership to women in LCMS congregations  

with or without a group affiliated with the LWML.  

 

The LWML seeks to develop and maintain a greater mission consciousness among the 

women of the Synod through education, inspiration, and service.  It places a major empha-

sis on the support of mission and ministry throughout the world by means of Mite Box 

offerings.  These Mite Box offerings have funded over 100 million dollars in mission grants 

since the organization’s inception in 1942.  Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s 

mite (Luke 21:1–4), the Mite Box is intended for regular contributions of “mites” — offer-

ings above and beyond the support given to the congregation and the Synod.  Mite Box 

contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission grants 

and implement the LWML program. 

 

LWML Mission Statement:  As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim 

Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.  

 

LWML Vision Statement:  The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where 

each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she sup-

ports global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. 



Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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     September has always been my favorite month!  It is my birthday month, I love the 

beautiful first days of fall, and it's back to school time!  I have always liked school, and it 

was no surprise when I decided to become a teacher.  This September was no different 

and we enjoyed it to the fullest with our students.  By now the kids know the routine 

and what to expect, so the days go by smoothly.  

     For our circle time unit we have been talking about pets, as a way of getting to know 

each other.  Most of the kids have pets and enjoy talking about them, and those that 

don't enjoy hearing about them and picking what they would like as a pet, if they could 

choose one.  We played a game where we sorted animals into pets and not pets, alt-

hough one child insisted you COULD have a penguin!  

     For our Bible stories this month we learned about how God created the world, sin messed it up, but God had a plan!   

We are so very thankful that God loves us so much even when we make mistakes.  We also read the stories of Noah and 

baby Moses.  We had a rainbow craft to go along with the Noah's Ark story.   

     Every week we have been focusing on a letter, number, color, and shape as usual.  It is so rewarding to see them slowly 

memorize everything and at the end of the year they have it down!  Some of the kids from last year are very helpful because 

they remember it, I can always count on them during circle time!   

     We ask that you pray for health for our teachers and students as the weather changes and our bodies adapt.  Last year we 

were so blessed and I know it's because we had a team of prayer warriors behind us.  Thank you!                         — Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Sunday Morning  

High School  

Bible Study 

9:15 a.m. 
 

St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12 that the church is one body with many 

parts.  For our High School youth and parents Bible study we will be learn-

ing about the way God created the human body to understand more about 

the church and the place each of us has in it.  This will fortify our youth in 

the confession of their creator, and build our understanding of our fellow-

ship together as families who make up the family of God at Mt. Calvary.  

While this is aimed at issues our young people and families face, all are  

welcome to attend.                                             In Christ, Pastor Chris 

 

Wednesday Evening  

High School Activities 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

Dear Mt. Calvary High School youth,  

     We have restarted our Wednesday night youth group gatherings.  Each 

Wednesday between 6:30 and 8:00 p.m. we will meet for fun, food, and 

fellowship in the Activity Center.   

     Our fellowship will be guided by a Bible study on the topic of apologet-

ics.  We will learn more about sharing our faith in a broken world that is 

often opposed to the ways and words of Jesus.  The best way we prepare 

to share is to know Jesus better and that will be our primary goal.   

See you there! ~Pastor Chris  

Confirmation  
 

Classes for 6th-7th-8th 

grades meet on  

Wednesday at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Bible Overview with  

Pastor Kevin is in the 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Catechism Study with Pastor Chris is in the 

Sanctuary 

 

Both classes are livestreamed and  

the recordings are archived on the website. 

 

Kids 4 

Christ  
 

Our Wednesday 

evening Bible 

activities are for 

grades K-5.   

 

We meet from 5:15-6:15 p.m.  

in the Activity Center. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

LOOKING AHEAD TO FUTURE ACTIVITIES . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The next LCMS Youth Gathering will be July 9-13, 2022 in Houston, TX.   
 

The theme for the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering is “In All Things” and is centered around Colossians 1:15-20.  
 

The LCMS Youth Gathering’s primary focus is for youth participants between the ages of 14 to 19.   
 

To register for the 2022 Gathering, youth participants must meet ONE of the two  
following eligibility requirements:  Must be 14 years old at the time of the Gathering  
- OR - Entering his or her ninth-grade year at the time of the Gathering.   
 

Students who are 19 and older, one year out of high school, or have been to at least one previous Gathering can apply to be a 
Young Adult Volunteer.   
 

Registration will open with opportunities to enter data (tentatively September 2021) and then an officially open  
registration in November 2021.  
 

So, we need to identify who our Mt Calvary participants will be.  You can do that by returning this information to Pastor Chris… 
 

Name:____________________________________________________________________   
 
Parent(s) Name(s): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number (where we can send text messages): ________________________________ 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES THIS MONTH . . .  
 

Confirmation retreat to Concordia University in St. Paul, MN October 8-11.  
 

We highly encourage our Confirmation students to attend, but other students of  

confirmation age could come too.   
 

We are in need of men to volunteer as chaperones, so please let me know if you can 

serve in that way.                                                                                               

God’s Blessings!  Pastor Kevin 

 

 

Mitchell Circuit Youth Picnic will be held on Sunday, October 24, 2021 in Armour, SD   
 

Activities start at  3:00 p.m. and pizza will be served at 5:00 p.m.   
Families with small children, middle schoolers, high schoolers,  

college kids, young adults are all invited to attend.   

NO COST.  See flyer in the Narthex for more information. 

Circuit 
Youth 
Picnic 
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Confirmation  
 

Classes for 6th-7th-8th grades meet on  

Wednesday from 5:15-6:16 p.m. 
 

Bible Overview with Pastor Kevin is in the  

Fellowship Hall 
 

Catechism Study with Pastor Chris is in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Both classes are livestreamed and the  

recordings are archived on the website. 


