


Icebreaker: Stories can come from just about 
anywhere. Books, TV, Movies, and everyday 
life. What are some of your favorite stories?   



 

What makes a good story? Do you know any 
good storytellers?  



Good stories usually have: 

-Hero(es)/protagonist(s) 

-Villain(s)/antagonist(s) 

-Good supporting characters 

-Details (about setting, 
characters, etc.) 

-Interesting plot with rising 
action, climax, etc. 

-Something relatable or 
something that brings you 
into the world of the story 

-Satisfying conclusion 

 

 





 The Bible has many 
elements of other 
great stories: 
◦ It has heroes (David, 

Moses, Esther, etc.) 
◦ It has villains (Saul, 

Pharaoh, Haman) 
◦ Amazing places (Egypt, 

Babylon, etc.) 
◦ Suspense (the Exodus, 

battles, etc.) 
◦ Something relatable 

(sin, suffering, etc.) 
◦ Satisfying conclusion 



 Sometimes, people cringe 
at the word “story” 

 They think that means it is 
make-believe or it’s a 
fairytale 

 But stories aren’t always 
fictional. Some of the best 
stories are true stories. 

 And the Bible is a true 
story, the greatest story 
ever told 

 If the word story bothers 
you, you can call it a 
narrative, which means a 
retelling of real events 



 Even when His name 
is not yet mentioned, 
at the heart of the 
story is Jesus: 
◦ He is the hero of the 

story of salvation 
◦ He conquered sin, 

death, and hell by 
dying on the cross and 
rising again 

◦ But the story is not 
quite over, because He 
has promised to come 
again to bring us to 
heaven with Him 



 Sometimes, it’s hard to 
tell what something is 
from the ground level, 
because it is so big 

 If we zoom out, we can 
see the big picture 

 In the most simple 
way, this is what is in 
the Bible: 
◦ God creates the world  
◦ Human beings fall into 

sin 
◦ God promises to help  
◦ God keeps His promises 

 



 The beginning (creation 
of the world) 
◦ About 6,000-10,000 years 

ago (4,000-8,000 years 
before Jesus) 

◦ Important people: Adam 
and Eve (1st people), Cain, 
Abel, Seth 

◦ Noah (the Flood), Shem, 
Ham, Japheth  

◦ In 6 days, God creates 
everything in existence and 
it is perfect 

◦ Once sin enters, it gets so 
bad that God sends the 
Flood 

◦ Covered in the Book of 
Genesis 



 God’s Covenant: 
◦ About 4,000 years ago 

(2,000 years before 
Jesus) 

◦ Important people: 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac 

◦ God comes to a man 
named Abram (later 
“Abraham”) and 
promises him that he 
will be father of many 
nations. Jesus will be in 
His family tree 

◦ Covered in the Book of 
Genesis 
 



 The Exodus 
◦ About 3,500 years ago 

(1,500 years before 
Jesus) 

◦ Important people: 
Moses, Aaron, Miriam, 
Pharaoh, Joshua 

◦ God’s people grow big 
in number and are 
used as slaves in Egypt, 
but God sends Moses 
to bring them out 

◦ Covered in the Book of 
Exodus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua 



 The Kings: 
◦ About 3,000 years ago 

(1,000 years before Jesus) 
◦ Important people: David, 

Saul, Samuel, Bathsheba, 
Solomon 

◦ After being freed from 
Egypt, God’s people 
become their own country 
and want a king to rule 
them, but there are 
mixed results 

◦ Covered in 1&2 Samuel, 
1&2 Kings, 1&2 
Chronicles 



 Exile: 
◦ About 2,500 years ago 

(500 years before Jesus) 
◦ God’s people split up into 

two countries and are 
defeated and taken into 
captivity by Assyria and 
Babylon 

◦ Important people: Daniel, 
Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
other prophets 

◦ Covered in Daniel, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
other prophetic books 
 



 Birth of Jesus 
◦ About 2,000 years ago 

◦ Important people: 
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, 
Herod 

◦ God keeps His promise 
to send a Savior, born 
of the virgin Mary in 
the town of Bethlehem 

◦ Covered in the 4 
Gospels: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John 



 Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection 
◦ Important people: Jesus, 

the Disciples, the 
Pharisees, Pontius Pilate 

◦ Jesus’ ministry starts 
when He is 30, He dies 
and rises when He is 33. 
Because of what Jesus 
did, we have forgiveness 
of sins and eternal life in 
heaven 

◦ Covered in the 4 Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John 



 The early church 
◦ After Jesus ascended into 

heaven (33 AD) 
◦ Important people: Peter, 

Paul, John, the rest of the 
Apostles 

◦ Jesus commands the 
apostles and other people 
to share what they have 
seen and heard from Him, 
so that they too can be 
saved. 

◦ Covered in Acts, Paul’s 
letters, and other epistles 



 B.C. stands for “before 
Christ” and means a year 
before He was born  

 A.D. means Anno Domini, 
which is Latin for “Year of 
our Lord” and means any 
time after Jesus was born 

 Recently, people have used 
BCE (Before Common Era) 
and CE (Common Era) 
instead, because they don’t 
want to offend non-
Christians 

 But guess what central 
event still happened in the 
year zero on their calendar? 



 In TV shows and sometimes 
movies, there are many 
different episodes  

 Characters experience 
different things and sometimes 
change as people 

 In the Bible, we see individuals 
and all of God’s people 
experience different things: 
good times and bad, being 
close to God or far away, and 
other things too 

 No matter how different the 
episodes are, they are all part 
of the same series, and it is 
the same with all the events of 
the Bible 



 The Bible is about 
who we are, who 
God is, and what 
God has done for 
us.  

 Read Romans 3:10-
11. What are these 
verses saying about 
people? 



 These verses say that 
we are sinful. We do, 
say, and think wrong 
things all the time. 

 Sin separated us 
from God and we 
can’t fix it by 
ourselves 

 Read Galatians 4:4-
5. What did God do 
for us? 



 God sent His Son 
Jesus to be the 
bridge between a 
sinful people and 
their holy God! 

 That is the most 
important thing to 
remember 



 If not done already, go 
through and complete all 
of lesson 3 and write in 
your answers when asked 
for 

 Study the ordering of the 
books of the Bible, quiz 
yourself, and say/write 
them in front of me when 
ready (before the end of 
Unit 1) 

 No class next week, so 
you have an extra week 
to prepare 


