


Icebreaker: Where do you think the Bible 
came from? How do we still have it? How 

do we know it is God’s Word? 



Believers say: 
◦ God inspired believers 

to write down the story 
of His people  

◦ The message of the 
Bible has stayed the 
same for thousands of 
years, because God 
preserved it 

◦ The Bible is never out 
of date, because 
people still have the 
same problems and 
need a Savior 

The world says: 
 The Bible was written by 

people and only by 
people 

 People sometimes 
changed the Bible if they 
wanted 

 The ideas in the Bible are 
wrong or out of date 

 



 Canon (not “cannon”) 
is an old word 
meaning measuring 
stick 

 Have you ever helped 
to build something? 

 If you were building a 
house and didn’t 
measure anything, 
what would happen? 



 It would be a big mess. 
Some places too big, 
some too small, 
everything uneven, and 
it would come crashing 
down 

 In the Biblical canon 
(sixty-six books of the 
Bible), God tells us 
about Himself in a 
consistent way and we 
can use that to 
measure other claims 
about Him 



 Claim 1: Christians 
worship 3 gods 
◦ True or false? 

 Claim 2: Jesus is 
the Son of God 
◦ True or false? 

 Claim 3: God 
created the world 
over millions of 
years 
◦ True or false? 



 If all the Bibles in the 
world were destroyed, 
we would still have 
God’s Word 

 For many years, God’s 
people simply 
remembered what He 
said and did, then they 
talked about it (oral 
tradition) 

 And we would still 
have our God to follow 
and to worship, since 
we don’t worship the 
Bible itself 





 Sometimes, inspired 
means somebody got a 
really good idea from 
someone/something else 

 Literally, inspired means 
“breathed into” 

 When Christians say 
“inspired”, it means that   
the Holy Spirit came into 
people and told them 
exactly what to write, 
meaning the words are 
directly from God 

 Read 2 Timothy 3:16 and 
2 Peter 1:21 
 



 2 Timothy 3:16: “All 
Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training 
in righteousness” 

 2 Peter 1:21: “For no 
prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.” 

 What are these verses 
telling us? What are the 
main points? 



 From 2 Timothy 3:16 
◦ Every word of the Bible is 

from God 
◦ Every part of the Bible is 

useful 
◦ The Bible helps us when we 

don’t know, when we do 
something bad, or when 
we get something wrong 

 From 2 Peter 1:21 
◦ The Bible is not something 

people made up 
◦ The Holy Spirit told people 

what to write 
◦ God used people’s talents, 

abilities, and personalities 
to tell us His Word 

 





 Inerrancy means 
“without error” 

 That means it 
doesn’t have 
mistakes or any 
misleading parts 

 What lies are we told 
by the world? Why is 
it so important that 
the Bible is 100% 
truthful?  
 



 If you find one 
mistake, it makes 
you wonder if there 
are more 

 If you think there are 
mistakes, eventually 
you won’t believe any 
of it 

 If you don’t believe in 
Jesus as your Savior, 
you cannot be saved 
 



 When the Bible was 
written, people called 
scribes wrote it on scrolls 

 Then scribes copied 
those scrolls so more 
people could read it 

 Sometimes, people 
spelled words wrong or 
left out words, but the 
meaning never changed 

 In most Bibles, you can 
see what different 
variants say in the 
footnotes 
 



 In 1946, a Bedouin 
shepherd threw a rock 
into a cave near the 
Dead Sea 

 He heard something 
break inside the cave 
and discovered many 
scrolls of the book of 
Isaiah in clay jars 

 The words written 
2,300 years ago were 
almost exactly the 
same as we have today 





 Sometimes, we think 
of authorities as 
people over us like 
parents, police, 
government, etc. 

 Other times it means 
that there is force 
behind your words or 
“what you say goes” 

 Read Isaiah 55:10-11 



 Isaiah 55:10-11: “For as the 
rain and the snow come 
down from heaven and do 
not return there but water 
the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving 
seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, so shall 
my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which 
I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it.” 

 What are the main points of 
these verses? 



 God’s Word is not 
just words on paper, 
it has real life effects 

 God’s Word is living 
and powerful, doing 
many things: 
◦ Showing us our sin 

◦ Showing us our Savior 

◦ Creating faith  

◦ Strengthening faith 



 The Bible was written in 
different languages: Hebrew 
(OT) and Greek (NT) 

 When translating to English, 
people focus on different 
things: 
◦ 1. Do I want to get every 

word exactly right? 
(literal) 

◦ 2. Do I want the words to 
make more sense 
together? (paraphrase) 

 The LCMS uses the English 
Standard Version (ESV), 
which is right in the middle 

 Why might either method 
be good? Why might either 
be tough sometimes? 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 2 and write in 
your answers when 
asked for 

 Study the ordering of 
the books of the 
Bible, quiz yourself, 
and say/write them 
in front of me when 
ready (before the end 
of Unit 1) 


