
Dear friends in Christ, 

     Some of our members have asked for shorter newsletter 

articles.  Many folks have little time to spend on reading this 

communication. 

  

     The short version this month is, 

the Confirmation class plan I proposed 

last month does not have the member 

support to move forward.  We will 

have to plan and implement something 

else together.  Pastor Kevin and I can-

not do this alone.  If you want to help, 

or you are a family who would like to 

be a part of Confirmation class for 6th 

grade and above, please attend our 

first meeting September 8th from 5:15 

-6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  If 

the group is large enough, we will hold 

the meeting in the sanctuary.  

  

     The longer version follows. 

  

     August 16th marked the beginning of my 18th year in min-

istry.  Twenty-one years ago, I began my first year at Concor-

dia Seminary in St Louis.  It would be a severe understate-

ment to say that much has changed in ministry since I first 

began 21 years ago.  Facebook only began the year I was or-

dained.  I had to use my computer to access my email 

through a dial-up phone connection.  Setting up a screen and 

projector in church for a sermon illustration took a few days 

to plan.  I had a cell phone when I was a new pastor, but most 

of my phone calls came through the phone in my office or the 

landline at the parsonage.  Most of my members asked me 

not to call them on their cell phones because it cost too 

much.  Texting was seen mostly as a waste of time and usually 

resulted in the other person calling me back or telling me to 

just stop by.  

     Now, if I call or stop by, most people ask me to text first.  

Many of the landline numbers we have in our church database 

are no longer in use.  I get more email messages on my phone 

than phone calls.  If I ask someone how life is going, many 

folks start by saying, “Did you see my post?”  We use screens 

every Sunday.  People watch church from home.  

     When I first started in ministry, and it came time to begin 

another fall session of Confirmation class, parents would ask 

me how to help their kids brush up on their memory work so 

they could be ready for class.  Now, especially the last three 

years, I am approached by parents who warn me that they will 

be hard-pressed to have their children in class on Wednesdays 

because they are just too busy.  

     Though it is unintentional, this kind 

of warning creates conflict and has a 

very polarizing effect on our walk to-

gether.  Left unchecked, it will sabotage 

our ministry.  That may sound extreme, 

but I am putting it as mildly as I can.  

See, the first point of instruction for our 

catechism lessons together is the first 

commandment.  The first command-

ment tells us that we should have no 

other gods.  What does this mean?  We 

should fear, love, and trust in God 

above all things.  Believing that and living 

it out is the opposite of a parent warn-

ing me that there is no time for Confir-

mation class.  

     I am asking for the opposite because 

that move will change our church and our world.  It will change 

our families and our children.  I am asking that we start a coun-

ter-cultural movement.  I think we could change the whole 

world by putting God first and everything else after him – even 

in service to him.  I am asking that we follow the lead of Jesus 

who said, “Seek first the Kingdom of God, and his righteous-

ness, and all these things will be added to you.”  I am asking that 

we do more than cheer for Joshua from the sidelines when he 

says, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  Fol-

low him as a servant of the Lord most high when he says, 

“Choose you this day whom you shall serve.” 

     Not only is this the teaching of the first commandment, it’s 

the teaching of the first article of the Creed about the Almighty.  

It is the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer about Our Heavenly 

Father and his holy name that we bear.  That means it is also 

the teaching of Holy Baptism, since Baptism is where we learn 

how his name is put on us, the Lord’s Supper where we see 

him at the head of the table and master of the feast to come, 

and the Office of the Keys where we learn that we are charged 

with the work of the kingdom as of first importance. 

     For Lutherans like us, this may seem like lots of Law.  That 

is the result of a warning like, “Pastor, I know confirmation is 

starting in a couple weeks, but we also have ___________ and 

I don’t know how we can make it work.”  The question creates 
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a triangle that leverages all the pressure against Confirmation.  

The confirmation student is defined first by whatever fills in 

the blank and that isn’t going to move, and the student isn’t 

going to move, and the family has its momentum, so the pres-

sure to move is on the pastor or confirmation itself.  That is a 

work of law.  It binds rather than setting free. 

     This must be something we talk about more at Mt, Calva-

ry.  Consider these moves.  If our kids missed a game or de-

cided not to play baseball or soccer or hockey or basketball 

or, well, pick something I missed, those games and events 

would still go on.  There will always be more people to play 

sports.  If you are not at your church, there is no one to take 

your place.  You are part of the body of Christ here.  You are 

missed and needed.  Our membership and worship numbers 

clearly show this to be true.  

     Think about this another way.  If we train up our children 

to make church the benchwarmer and other events the star, 

then we are teaching them to be an athlete (or something 

else), before a Christian.  A young person might then be a 

baseball player who happens to go to church sometimes.  Or 

a young person might be a basketball player who has a favor-

ite Bible passage.  I believe that you and I know sports will 

fade into the background at some point in life due to injuries, 

work schedules, financial restraints, or family commitments.  I 

believe that we want to raise up children who become adults 

that are Christians first and just so happen to enjoy baseball or 

bowling or cycling (Yep, I am a husband, dad, and pastor first, 

but find me biking on the road sometime and I am always up 

for an all-out bone-crushing sprint.). 

     You might argue that I don’t understand the pressure or 

the enjoyment that comes from these other activities.  I wish I 

didn’t.  From age 15 to 22 I raced motocross with the intent of 

someday going pro.  Being at the track on Sundays was even 

my job at one point.  I wish someone had confronted me on 

this issue back then.  If I would have connected more with my 

church and spent time at Saturday services and in Bible Studies 

during the week, I would have been equipped to evangelize the 

people I raced with and against.  I have reconnected with some 

of them over the years and many of them were very open to 

hearing about Jesus and have since become Christians.  As we 

have discussed the past, we all agree that many of the difficul-

ties we faced in life could have been avoided had we organized 

our priorities according to God’s word as it is expressed in  

the Small Catechism.  Moreover, we missed a lot of miles we 

could have walked with the Savior.  Perhaps you feel the same 

way about your life.  I’d like to help you give that gift to your 

children. 

Under the cross, 

Pastor Chris 

Thank you to everyone who  

supported the Bike Tune-Up/ 

Helmet Outreach at Madison 2-3 

school on Thursday, August 19th!  
 

John Berry tuned and repaired about 50 bikes and we gave  

out almost 40 helmets, as well as bike pumps and bike lights.  

Thank you to Advanced Sunflower and Thrivent members  

for your financial support!  Our volunteers who stopped by  

to help were a huge blessing!                     ~ Pastor Chris 

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all  

attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 

to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be  

children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by  

human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we 

are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole 

body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 

working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.  Ephesians 4:11-16 
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 
     May God grant you peace and calm as you re-embark into 
this season of greater busyness.  September is the unofficial 
beginning of re-organization, re-orientation, and structure for 
many families after a summer filled with care-free days.  When 
the calendar turns to September, pastors tend to think a lot 
about those who will be attending confirmation classes, their 
parents, and other family members.  It’s a crucial time of 
growth in the faith journeys of these students, but how do we 
make sure that it sticks?  How do we highlight the importance 
of continuing on by attending worship services and Bible study 
after 8th grade?  It’s a question that has perplexed and frus-
trated many a pastor.   
     Many potential solutions have been proposed.  One 
thought has been that the course work has been too rigorous 
and after such an intense time, people (including kids) tend to 
withdraw in order to recover.  In response, confirmation class 
work in many churches has been distilled even further than 
the already simplified Small Catechism.  Nevertheless, even 
when expectations are lowered, many students still do not 
come back to worship in order to hear God’s Word.   
     Others might say that the teaching of the Catechism lacks 
relevance, but the Ten Commandments address the exact 
same sin problems that people have today.  The Lord’s Pray-
er, though we still prefer the Old English version, teaches 
anyone that wishes to know how to pray, no matter what era 
they live in.  And the other Chief Parts are no less relevant.   
     Another hurdle that young Christians face today is ridi-
cule.  No longer is it completely socially acceptable to be a 
Christian in a public setting.  Even if they are not accused of 
being a hateful person who is a danger to society, they still 
may be labeled as quirky, odd, or different if they do not act 
as others do.  The strong temptation is to fall in line and drop 
any distinctive features about themselves that have to do with 
believing in the one true faith.  As a result, many have decided 
that standing up for the Christian faith is something not worth 
doing.  
     As Pastor Chris and I were thinking about how we might 
combat this, it occurred to us that “success” might require a 
change of scenery.  Each of us has our own little world in 
which we feel comfortable, but improvement most often hap-
pens when that environment is disturbed and things are shak-
en up a bit.  I and others have found that bonding, in this case 
to fellow Christians, happens when people are forced to navi-
gate unfamiliar terrain and find stability.   
     Pastor Chris and I each recalled at least one experience 
which we would call a “wow” moment in our lives.  In these 
moments, we thought of the Bible 
or the Christian faith in a way that 
we never had before.  And neither 
of us, as students or adults, had 
these experiences sitting in a fa-
miliar classroom where we had 
sat so many times before.  As we 
thought more about it, we con-
cluded: what better environment 
than a LCMS University campus to 
bring these kinds of moments out?  
     As many of you have heard me announce before services 
recently, I am planning to bring our Confirmation students  
to my alma mater Concordia University in St. Paul, MN, on 
October 8th through the 11th.  We would leave after school 
on that Friday afternoon and return in the evening on that 

Monday.  The reason we settled on those particular dates is 
because there is an event happening on campus that matches 
up perfectly with what we are hoping to accomplish.  A friend 
of mine, Rev. Dr. Jeff Kloha, will be doing a presentation on 
his work at the Museum of the Bible, in Washington, D.C.  
He will be bringing a number of Biblical artifacts and talking 
about what he loves about his work.   
     Many might not even think that such a museum would be 
in existence or that there would be enough artifacts to fill 
even a tiny building, but the truth is that there is archaeologi-
cal and other evidence being uncovered daily that supports 
what God tells us in the Bible.  One of my former professors 
at CSP, Dr. Mark Schuler, consistently brought his college 
students to the Northeast Insulae Project at Hippos of De-
capolis-Sussita in Israel.  When Jesus refers to “a city set on a 
hill” that “cannot be hidden,” in Matthew 5:14, he could very 
well have been referring to the Hippos.  And when Jesus cast 
the demons into the herd of pigs in Luke 8, that miracle may 
have happened very near to this site as well.   
     There’s just something about walking where Jesus walked 
and having the words on the page come to life.  Though our 
confirmation students probably won’t be able to take a trip 
like that for a while, perhaps hearing about it second hand 
will inspire something in their future.  Perhaps they will real-
ize there is more to the Christian faith than they thought 
before.  Perhaps they will realize faith or faithful people are 
not worthy of the ridicule they receive and faith is not just 
something their parents make them do.  Perhaps they will 
realize that God is calling them to be a pastor or perhaps 
they see God pulling at them to be a deaconess or a Lutheran 
school teacher.  
     And even if they don’t feel that pull or calling into minis-
try, we are confident that this is something they will remem-
ber for a long time.  CSP has many other wonderful profes-
sors, youth ministry leaders, ministry students, and others 
that they will get to interact with.  Along with the contempla-
tive nature of the event, it will also be a fun time full of activi-
ties, exploring, and getting to know their brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  They will remember the places they saw and the 
things they did, but most of all, we want them to remember 
the conversations they had about their Savior.  
     When I think about these kids getting an experience like 
this, I am reminded of the Emmaus disciples.  As they walked 
along the road, these disciples were bewildered and saddened 
at the events of the past week.  This great prophet and doer 
of miracles had built up such momentum as He entered the 
city, only to be condemned and crucified a week later.  Per-
haps they wondered what the point was and thought it was 
all for nothing.  Yet, as they walked along glumly, they failed 
to realize that the stranger who walked with them was Jesus 

Himself, risen from the dead.  
After He ate and talked with 
them, they realized who He was 
and He disappeared from their 
sight.  Piecing things together, 
they asked “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked 
with us on the road and opened 
the Scriptures to us?”  
     That is what I want for all of 
our confirmation students.  I 

want their hearts to be on fire for the LORD and I want the 
Scriptures to be opened to them.  Therefore, I ask our mem-
ber families to make this a priority and our members to sup-
port this retreat in any way that you can.  

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

“Wow” moments 
By Rev. Kevin Koester 
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Dear Mt. Calvary,  
 

Through the ongoing generosity of Mt. 

Calvary’s members to the “Love Fund,” 

we have been able to help many people 

with difficult life circumstances.  This 

support has allowed us to meet the 

needs of not only Mt. Calvary mem-

bers but also the needs of some of those in our community.   
 

Recently we have noticed an increase in requests and up to date 

have been able to help with most of them but not all.  Our thanks 

to you for this continuing partnership in the gospel that is such a 

blessing to so many!       

 In Christ, Pastor Chris and Pastor Kevin 

 

September 27  
through October 1   

 
Delivering meals for the Senior Center is a meaningful  

volunteer opportunity for community outreach. 

It takes approximately one hour each day.   

Lots of room for volunteers! 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

If you have questions,  

contact Dan Henson.  

National Night Out was a great success!   
     On Tuesday, August 3rd, from 5:00-8:00 p.m., Mt. Calvary had a booth set up at Camp-

bell Park.  We started the evening with 100 Mt. Calvary Frisbees, 200 bottles of water, 200 

Rice Krispie treats with Christian messages on them, 100 bottles of bubbles with Mt. Cal-

vary labels, many sewing cards with Bible-based messages, big stacks of Portals of Prayer, 

Christian booklets in English and Spanish, pamphlets, and Mt. Calvary magnets.  Three 

hours later, we had run out of just about everything and had met lots of new friends.   

     If you're not familiar, this is a nation-wide event that is put on by local police depart-

ments with the goal of strengthening neighborhood spirit.  There was food, games, and 

other fun activities for families.  Thanks to the Board of Evangelism for working so hard to 

get everything ready and for manning our booth because this seemed like a great opportunity to share the love of Jesus with 

all kinds of people.  Thank you also to the Van Scharrel families for helping at the booth and Melissa Klinsky for representing 

the preschool.   

     Many families were interested in preschool and some even asked about our service times.  We pray that the Holy Spirit 

would cause these planted seeds to grow.   

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Nominating Committee 
At the Council meeting on August 10th, Pastor Kevin volunteered to 

serve on the Nomination Committee for this year.  Please contact 

Kerwin Haeder if you would like to join Pastor Kevin on this committee.  

Prayerfully consider if this committee may be a way for you to use the 

talents the Lord has given you. 
 

In addition, please pray for the Lord’s guidance as to whether He might 

desire your service in one of the offices listed below:   
 

VICE PRESIDENT  (Currently serving:  Ryan Kruse.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

ELDER - Four to be elected.  (Currently serving and eligible for reelection:  Leonard Wonnenberg.  

                                    Currently serving and ineligible for reelection:  Ralph Borkowski, Roger Kropuenske, Matt Moeding.) 
 

YOUTH, CHAIR  (Currently serving:  Clint Bartel.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

EVANGELISM, CHAIR  (Currently serving:  Marlus Lemke.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

SCHOOL BOARD, CHAIR  (Currently serving:  Dawn Eining.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

FINANCE BOARD MEMBER - Two to be elected.  (Currently serving and eligible for reelection.  Rosalie Pownell, Eileen  

                                                                                                                                                                         Waldner.) 
 

TRUSTEE, MEMBER  (Currently serving:  Terry McHenry.  Eligible for reelection.) 



 

 

 

 

The hotline  

is free,  

confidential 

and  

available 24/7   
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Amanda Boehrns 

2220 N Devon Ave Apt 103 

Tea  SD  57064 

 

James Halbur  

5056 Dakota Ave S 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Lance Kuehl 

1970 Woodcrest Dr NE 

Owatonna  MN  55060 

 

Brittany Loof 

1530 105th Ln NW 

Coon Rapids  MN  55433 

 

James Quiram 

1054 Iowa Avenue SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Clinton Schieckoff 

P.O. Box 314 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Lexy (Glanzer) White 

879 Linden Ave SE 

Wolsey  SD  57384  

Parents of College/Vo-Tech Students!  
 

Please update the church office with your student’s new address 

for fall so newsletters can be sent during the school year.   
 

Also, the Board of Youth occasionally sends care packages to the 

college/vo-tech students of our congregation.   
 

You can put the address in the box by the door to the office or 

email the information to office.mclc@midconetwork.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next LCMS Youth Gathering will be July 9-13, 2022 in Houston, TX.   
 

The theme for the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering is “In All Things” and is centered around 
Colossians 1:15-20.  
 

The LCMS Youth Gathering’s primary focus is for youth participants between the ages of 
14 to 19.   
 

To register for the 2022 Gathering, youth participants must meet ONE of the two  
following eligibility requirements:  Must be 14 years old at the time of the Gathering  
- OR - Entering his or her ninth-grade year at the time of the Gathering.   
 

Students who are 19 and older, one year out of high school, or have been to at least one pre-
vious Gathering can apply to be a Young Adult Volunteer.   
 

Registration will open with opportunities to enter data (tentatively September 2021) and 
then an officially open registration in November 2021.  
 

So, we need to identify who our Mt Calvary participants will be.  You can do that by return-
ing this information to Pastor Chris… 
 

Name:____________________________________________________________________   
 
Parent(s) Name(s): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number (where we can send text messages): ________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Starting September 16th, Men’s Bible Study will resume on  

Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.   

We have been studying the Book of Proverbs  

and invite you to join us!  Let Pastor Kevin or Daryl Haeder  

know if you are interested.  God’s Blessings! 



Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

RECAP OF SUMMER ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER . . .  

A number of Mt. Calvary families took a trip to visit the Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter from Saturday, July 31st 

through Tuesday, August 3rd.  Photos below show a few of the Mt. Calvary members on the trip. 

The Higher Things Confirmation Retreat took place on Friday and Saturday, August, 6-7, 2021 at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Spearfish, SD.  Jayven Van Scharrel, Ryker Sawvell, and Bryan Van Scharrel were able to 

attend.  Bryan reported that there were great speakers, and he and the boys had an action-packed week-

end.  He would like to encourage more participation next year when it will be held at St. Paul in Aberdeen  



     As I write this newsletter, school has still not begun, so I feel a little at a loss for what 

to say!  Last month I wrote about preparing for the new year, and now all of that is done, 

but we have yet to have our first day.  So perhaps I will simply tell you what we have 

planned for the first weeks of school.  

     First we will all get acquainted with each other of course, learning names and person-

alities.  Some of the students will be returning, but even they grow and change so much 

over the summer months.  We will go over the rules of the classroom and get used to 

the new routine.  This is especially important for the new kids who have never been in 

this type of environment before.  It can be difficult to realize that suddenly time is not 

your own, and there is schedule.  This is something I still struggle with as an adult at 

times!  Fortunately everyone eventually acclimates to the new expectations and since we have so much fun, the rules become 

second nature by the end of fall.  Most importantly we learn about who Jesus is and how wants to be our friend!  

     We start with our daily Bible story and prayer on the first day and that continues until the end of the year.  Please join me 

in praying for this new school year, and that each child will come to know Jesus in this place.  

— Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Page 7 JOURNAL 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

 

The first Confirmation meeting will be for all parents  

and students on Wednesday, September 8th  

in the Fellowship Hall from 5:15-6:15 p.m.  

 

Kids 4 Christ meets Wednesday, September 8th 

 in the Activity Center from 5:15-6:15 p.m.  

 

Rally Sunday is September 12th 

A meal will follow the 10:30 a. m. worship service 

Watch the bulletin for more details! 

LOOKING AHEAD TO UPCOMING ACTIVITIES . . .  
 

Confirmation retreat to Concordia University in St. Paul, MN October 8-11.  
 

We highly encourage our Confirmation students to attend, but other students of  

confirmation age could come too.   
 

We are in need of adult chaperones, please let me know if you can serve in that way.                                         

God’s Blessings!  Pastor Kevin 

 

 

Mitchell Circuit Youth Picnic on Sunday, October 24, 2021 in Armour, SD   

Activities start at  3:00 p.m. and pizza will be served at 5:00 p.m.   

Families with little children, middle schoolers, high schoolers, college kids,  

young adults are all invited to attend.  NO COST.  See flyer in the Narthex for more information. 

Circuit 
Youth 
Picnic 
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Note from Pastor Chris . . .  
 

     The short version this month is, the Confirmation 

class plan I proposed last month does not have the 

member support to move forward.  We will have to 

plan and implement something else together.  Pastor 

Kevin and I cannot do this alone.  If you want to help, 

or you are a family who would like to be a part of 

Confirmation class for 6th grade and above, please  

attend our first meeting September 8th from  

5:15-6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  If the 

group is large enough, we will hold the meeting in the 

sanctuary.   (See pages 1-2 for full article.) 


