
Dear friends in Christ, 

     I have been asked that question a few times recently and  

I hope more people ask as we begin the month of August.  I 

hope folks are asking because we need to prepare. 

     We are not doing anything new, but we are doing some-

thing different.  We will still be using the Catechism and the 

Bible together in 6th through 8th grades.  We will not, howev-

er, be dividing kids up by grade level.  Neither will we limit 

these classes to 6th through 8th grade.  Instead, our groups will 

be organized around the knowledge base each student has 

developed and work with youth from middle school, high 

school, or even college and adults.  These lessons are applica-

ble for any age, and youth who have parents walking with 

them will only advance more quickly and be drawn together 

in Christ more deeply.  This is sup-

ported by Martin Luther himself, who 

insists in the Catechism that the prima-

ry teacher of the Catechism is the pa-

rental head of the household.  

     Because so many of our families are 

involved in sports, I will use a team-

based analogy.  As we start the fall 

instruction, each confirmand will be 

tested for basic skills in the Catechism.  

We will then start off by having two 

practice teams.  Team 1 will be for 

anyone who needs to memorize and 

understand the Ten Commandments, 

Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Pray-

er.  Team 2 will be for those students 

who have memorized and understand 

the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s 

Prayer, but need to learn the Sacrament of the Altar, The 

Office of the Keys, and Holy Baptism.  

     After students have enjoyed success in the practice teams, 

they will join Advanced Bible study A or B.  Advanced Bible 

Study A will focus on the content of the catechism as it is 

found in the Old Testament and Advanced Bible Study B will 

focus on the content of the catechism as it is found in the 

New Testament. 

     Our goal is to ensure that each young person (or adult), 

can faithfully answer the following questions from the Confir-

mation Rite:  1) Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic 

Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God?  2) Do you con-

fess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn 

from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the 

Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?  These lay the founda-

tion for the individual’s proclamation that he or she will hear 

the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully and 

live according to the Word of God in faith, word, and deed, 

remaining true and steadfast even unto death. 

     After each student travels through the practice and ad-

vanced teams, they will be guided toward a concluding set of 

conversations with one or both pastors and a representative 

elder.  At the first meeting, a confirmation verse paper will be 

assigned as well as a concluding project.  At the second, all of 

the student’s work will be examined for continuity with the 

individual’s confession of faith.  When that comes together, by 

the student’s dedication and God’s grace, we move to the se-

lection of a date for the Rite of Confir-

mation. 

     Each student has the ability to ad-

vance at his or her own pace.  If attend-

ance is regular, and assignments are com-

pleted, the course should take about two 

years to complete.  We would expect 

that each advanced class would take one 

season to complete (September through 

May), with Wednesday- only work.  If a 

student would like to work at a faster 

pace, or an adult would like to work 

ahead, we encourage such ambitious peo-

ple to speak with one of the pastors.  If a 

student wishes to be ready for Old Tes-

tament or New Testament classes, get 

back to your catechism now and every 

day before September 8th. 

     These components have always been the core of confirma-

tion.  The structure here is different, but fundamental.  It is 

basic, but we need one more important item – you!  We need 

members to help with the class instruction starting on Septem-

ber 8th, especially in the practice teams who will be working on 

memorizing the six chief parts of the catechism.  This won’t 

work without you. 

     I am asking for an email, personal conversation, post card, 

letter, text, phone call, or office visit from folks who are willing 

to do this, even if it feels like you can’t.  Perhaps you can bring 

a friend and team teach.  Perhaps you can teach for a week or 

two.  If we work together, we can go somewhere new at Mt. 

Calvary.  If I don’t hear from you, we can’t make this work. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Pastor Chris 

“Do you have a plan for confirmation?” 
By Rev. Chris Navurskis, Senior Pastor 
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Missionary Guest Speakers in July 
 

During the Saturday, July 24 worship service Mt. Calvary hosted an LCMS missionary pastor who is involved with evangelism 

and helping to develop Christian resources in the language of the area where he serves overseas.  Due to the sensitive nature 

of the work in that area we cannot publicize details but he asks for prayers that he and his family would continue to be worthy 

servants and that hearts would be opened so that groups of believers in this area would be formed and strengthened. 

 

On Sunday, July 25 during worship services and Bible study another missionary pastor was guest speaker.  Rev. David and Va-

lerie Federwitz have been serving in Africa since 2003 for Lutheran Bible Translators.  They have worked with native-speaking 

people to develop translations in their language.  David is now LBT’s Regional Director for Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nige-

ria, and Cameroon spending time with current and potential partner organization leaders in these countries and supervises the 

LBT missionaries who work in these countries.  David and Valerie also ask for your prayers for their family and mission. 

Thank you to all who helped with the outdoor worship service and the meal afterward on Sunday, June 27th.   

Attendance was great!  Many children gathered in front of the sound booth for the children’s sermon as shown above.   

The lunch after the service was served in the Fellowship Hall but the menu was picnic fare for sure.  
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Dog Days      
By Rev. Kevin Koester 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 
     The dog days of summer are upon us!  What has been a 
very dry summer so far seems to be giving way to moisture 
and humidity, as it often does.  Growing up in Minnesota, the 
humidity was almost always present as August rolled around, 
due to the plentiful bodies of water that can be found almost 
anywhere in the land of 10,000 lakes.  Although I had already 
become accustomed to being sticky, another destination I 
lived, St. Louis, has made it so I almost never complain about 
the humidity of any other place.  One of the first things a his-
tory person notices about St. Louis is its very deep French 
roots.  The streets are named things like Gravois and Belle-
vue.  Before the Louisiana purchase was made, I was told that 
French soldiers stationed in the forts near St. Louis received 
“tropical hardship” pay, the same as they would have made if 
they were stationed in the West Indies.  One summer, be-
tween my first and second years at Seminary, my classmates 
and I found out why.  We would trudge out of our dormito-
ries for Greek readings and it felt as though we were swim-
ming in a bowl of soup as we went between buildings. 
     If you’re like me, you like finding out how things got their 
name or how they got started.  If I don’t know where some-
thing came from, I start looking at the etymology, pulling apart 
the words, finding derivatives, and piecing things together.  
One time, I wondered why we call it “the dog 
days” of summer.  Beforehand, I had thought 
that maybe it was the time that dogs panted 
the hardest to keep cool, due to their lack of 
sufficient sweat glands.  Turns out, it has to 
do with Sirius, the brightest star in the night 
sky.  In Greek culture, this star was associat-
ed with a dog, because they observed it fol-
lowing closely after the star Orion, like a dog 
follows after its master.  The time of year that 
the dog star rose was associated with tre-
mendous heat, sudden violent thunderstorms, 
lethargy, and irritable animals.  It was not the 
time to do anything too strenuous, taxing, or 
difficult, because people would most likely 
start to wilt. 
     World-wide, there are many Christians 
and congregations that have the same feeling, 
but it does not have to do with the pages of a 
calendar.  We have just been through some-
thing very exhausting, draining, and high-pressure, but yet the 
heat is still on and cranked up high.  As soon as the world 
turned its primary focus away from public health, we realized 
that we are still in the midst of a culture war, which threatens 
to keep changing things dramatically.  We realize that there is 
still much to be repaired within families and groups of friends, 
as well as our neighborhoods and communities as a whole.  
As individuals, the same challenges of body, mind, and soul 
that we had before most likely still remain with us.  Though 
we might feel shame and embarrassment that things are being 
left undone, it does not seem like the energy and the stamina 

can be mustered.  Many feel as though they have nothing left 
to give.  
     Perhaps, then, we can call these days “dog days” of the 
Christian faith.  Like the rising of Sirius, these dog days hap-
pen every once in a while, though not nearly as predictably as 
a star in the night sky.  They seem to linger and go on and on.  
Throughout the years, many Christians have felt the same 
way as many dog-tired Christians are feeling right now and 
some have even felt worse.  Though hardship and tribulation 
come up frequently in Scripture, the book of Revelation per-
fectly captures what it is like for the Church to face seeming-
ly existential threats.  Through striking imagery and apocalyp-
tic language, Revelation talks about the Dragon, who is Satan, 
longing to put an end to the woman and her child, which rep-
resent the church and Christ respectively.  A human being 
seems like no match for a dragon, especially this woman who 
has been fleeing and is about to give birth.  Many women can 
testify to how their feet ache and their back becomes sore 
when they are carrying their child in the womb.  Early on, but 
especially toward the end of a pregnancy, they long for relief 
to come and to be able to hold their child.  Yet, before that 
can happen, there is still the exhausting process of delivery 
that must happen first. 
     While the chapter with the woman and the dragon shows 
a climactic battle, Revelation 7 shows us something else: what 
happens after the battle.  This chapter talks about a great 
multitude that no one could number, dressed in white robes, 
standing before the throne of God.  Starting in verse 13, one 

of the elders explains to John that “These are 
the ones coming out of the great tribulation.  
They have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore they 
are before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple; and he who sits on the 
throne will shelter them with his presence.  They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the 
sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.  
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs 
of living water, and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.”  What a beautiful image.  
It’s something that seems so far away, yet, in 
a sense, we are there already.  Many times in 
Revelation, reference is made to something 
that we now have and yet are still waiting to 
see the complete fulfillment of.  A quintes-
sential question that comes from the pages 
of Revelation is “how long, O Lord?” God’s 

promise of forgiveness fulfilled in Christ gives us joy, but we 
are still left with a groaning, longing, aching, and wearying 
experience until Christ returns to take us home.  Only the 
Father knows the day or the hour that all of this will come to 
an end.  The dog days of scorching heat lead us to believe 
that we might not make it through, but God provides springs 
of living water that will never dry up.  What will dry up are all 
the tears of sadness, frustration, exhaustion, and fear, which 
God wipes away from our eyes.  When we are at our weak-
est, God is still strong, and brings us finally to His throne to 
unceasingly worship him. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 
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Thank you to all who volunteered to  

deliver May 24-28th! 
If you can help in the future 

or are available to fill in  

occasionally or have  

questions, please call  

Dan Henson at 461-0058.  

Diaper Derby Thank You 
Baby wipes and diapers of all sizes were donated between Mother’s 

Day and Father’s Day for the annual Diaper 

Derby sponsored by LWML.  Some were 

taken to the Plus One Guidance Center and 

some have already benefited families who 

have come to Mt. Calvary requesting help.  

Dear Mt. Calvary members, 

 

On Tuesday, August 3rd, from 5:00-8:00 p.m., Mt. Calvary will have a booth set up 

at Campbell Park for National Night Out.  If you're not familiar, this is a nation-

wide event that is put on by local police departments with the goal of strengthen-

ing neighborhood spirit.  There will be food, games, and other fun activities for 

families. The Board of Evangelism has been working hard to get  

everything ready for our booth because this seems like a great opportunity to 

share the love of Jesus with all kinds of people.  We would love to see many  

Mt. Calvary youth, members, and families join us! If you have one, feel free to 

wear your Mt. Calvary name tag.                                                 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, June 20th Pastor Chris led a 

worship service for the Huron Area  

Antique Power Show at the SD State 

Fairgrounds.  The worship service was 

open to anyone wishing to attend. 

 

 

 

 

There were a few welcomed sprinkles during the service  

(note the umbrellas) but a good size congregation worshipped  

with Pastor Chris throughout the spotty weather.   

During the June 12 and 13 worship services and Bible study, Dale Bartscher 

spoke about Right to Life and Creation.  He assumed the role of Executive  

Director of SD Right to Life in 2018.  A native of Mitchell, SD, Mr. Bartscher is known 

and respected throughout the state and beyond as a tireless and visionary leader, and  

a passionate advocate for biblical influence in the public square.  He is graduate of Dakota Bible College and Cincinnati Chris-

tian Seminary,  Mr. Bartscher served for many years as a pastor in Minnesota and South Dakota.   

     South Dakota Right to Life is a non-profit public service organization.  The primary purpose is to educate through the 

presentation of detailed and factual information about fetal development, abortion, alternatives to abortion, infanticide,  

euthanasia, assisted suicide and related issues, upon which individuals and the general public may make informed decisions. 
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Ted and  Donna Bartel 

39104 205th St 

Wolsey  SD  57384 

 

Aric Birkeland 

3600 S Glebe Rd #402 

Arlington  VA  22202 

 

Amanda Boehrns 

415 Taylor Dr 

Tea  SD  57064 

 

Brad and Gina Henson 

116 E 2nd St 

Miller  SD  57362 

 

Vonda Hill  

P.O. Box 314 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Jessica Howard 

635 13th St SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Marlys Lammert 

2023 Ohio Ave SW #4 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Brenda Phillips-Ortiz 

1167 Ohio Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Holly Rounds 

155 11th St SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Jeffery Bartel has  

transferred to  

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

in Brookings.   

His address is: 

708 Medary Ave, Apt #4 

Brookings  SD  57006  

Confirmation Announcements 
God’s richest blessings to the confirmands who have completed 

their catechetical studies and have been received into communi-

cate membership at Mt. Calvary as of the dates noted.  
 

 9/10/2020  Aiden Zavesky 

 9/27/2020 Isaac Van Scharrel 

 1/24/2021 Tyson Pfitzer 

 3/28/2021 Ireland Hennrich 

 3/28/2021 Sawyer Hennrich 

 5/02/2021 Rebecca Bich 

 6/06/2021 Carter Boetel 

 6/06/2021 Roxanne Glanzer 

 7/24/2021 Nathanael Navurskis 

Parents of College/Vo-Tech Students!  
 

Please update the church office with your student’s new address 

for fall so newsletters can be sent during the school year.   
 

Also, the Board of Youth occasionally sends care packages to the 

college/vo-tech students of our congregation.   
 

You can put the address in the box by the door to the office or 

email the information to office.mclc@midconetwork.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next LCMS Youth Gathering will be July 9-13, 2022 in Houston, TX.   
 

The theme for the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering is “In All Things” and is centered around 
Colossians 1:15-20.  
 

The LCMS Youth Gathering’s primary focus is for youth participants between the ages of 
14 to 19.   
 

To register for the 2022 Gathering, youth participants must meet ONE of the two  
following eligibility requirements:  Must be 14 years old at the time of the Gathering  
- OR - Entering his or her ninth-grade year at the time of the Gathering.   
 

Students who are 19 and older, one year out of high school, or have been to at least one pre-
vious Gathering can apply to be a Young Adult Volunteer.   
 

Registration will open with opportunities to enter data (tentatively September 2021) and 
then an officially open registration in November 2021.  
 

So, we need to identify who our Mt Calvary participants will be.  You can do that by return-
ing this information to Pastor Chris… 
 

Name:____________________________________________________________________   
 
Parent(s) Name(s): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number (where we can send text messages): ________________________________ 



Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

LOOKING AHEAD TO UPCOMING ACTIVITIES . . .  
 

The Higher Things Confirmation Retreat is on Friday, August, 6, 2021 starting at 5:00 p.m.  

to Saturday, August, 7, 2021 ending at 3:00 p.m.  The retreat will be at St. Paul Lutheran Church 

in Spearfish, SD.  A number of Mt. Calvary youth are planning to attend. 

RECAP OF SUMMER ACTIVITIES SO FAR . . .  

Vacation Bible School was held Sunday, June 6th through Thursday, June 10th.  The theme was Rocky Rail-

way, Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.  The journey was kicked off during the 10:30 service on Sunday morn-

ing, with lunch and the first session of VBS following.  On Monday through Thursday, supper was served to 

children and their parents from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m.  Lessons and activities will began at 6:00 p.m. and con-

cluded at 8:00 p.m.  On Thursday evening, there was a short concluding program at 8:00 p.m.  A total of 45 

children attended as well as a number of adults who participated in Bible study with the pastors.  Thank 

you to all who helped make VBS a success.  

 

Five Mt. Calvary youth and Pastor Chris attended 

Camp Minneboji June 20-26.  Two of the campers 

proudly display their clean cabin recognition.  

 

 

A number of Mt. Calvary families, including Pastor Chris and his family, took a trip to Kentucky to visit the Creation Museum 

and the Ark Encounter from Saturday, July 31st through Tuesday, August 3rd.   
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     Summer has breezed on by, and 

the start of the new school year is 

just a few weeks away.  I hope you all 

had an amazing summer, I know mine 

has been fun.   

     We have been spending the last 

few weeks getting the classroom 

ready with beginning of the year 

tasks, making new name tags, creating 

lesson plans, arranging the tables and 

toys.  We are about as ready as we 

can be, now we wait for the kids to 

arrive!  

     Now that I have been here for a 

few years, we have started getting 

siblings of past students that we had 

my first year here!  It is always fun to 

continue to work with kids in the 

same family and makes me feel good 

that they continue to entrust us with 

their precious children.  As we em-

bark on this new year, please contin-

ue to pray that everything goes well.  

For some children this will be their 

first time away from home, we pray 

that this transition is as smooth as 

possible for them.   

     Also pray for us teachers, that 

God will give us patience and peace 

these first few weeks as we get to 

know our new students.  We are 

extremely excited about the start of 

our 21/22 school year!  We have a 

fun filled year of learning ahead.  

Thank you for all your continued 

support!   

— Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he 

should go; even when he is old  

he will not depart from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Mt. Calvary 

School Starts  

Monday,  

August 30 
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Return Service Requested 

Dear Mt. Calvary youth and families, 

 

Have you been itching for some kind of youth activity?  I am tentatively 

planning a Confirmation retreat to Concordia University in St. Paul, MN 

for October 9-12, so please put this on your calendars.   

 

We highly encourage our Confirmation students to attend, but other 

students of roughly confirmation age could come too.  

 

We would also be in need of a number of adult chaperones, so please 

let me know if you can serve in that way. 

 

God’s Blessings! 

 

Pastor Kevin 


