
Male and Female 

He created them



The problem of pain 

and suffering
 One of the challenges brought up last week was how 

to respond to the persistent devaluing of life at all 
stages

 While we hear much about abortion in media and 
elsewhere, the perspectives of evolution and creation 
also inform how people see the elderly, those with 
disabilities, those who are chronically ill, and how end 
of life decisions should happen

 Pain, suffering, and death are results of the Fall, but 
that does not mean that the responsibility to care for 
people goes away

 All people have value, simply because God has 
created them

 Where do these discussions show up in the public 
discourse today? Do you think most Christians know 
that these are creation issues?

 What subtle moves or changes have you seen with 
regard to these issues? 



The world’s view of 

pain/suffering

 With the advances in medicine, people are being 
kept alive too long, and it is a burden on society. 

 In the event that a child has a disability, Parents 
should be able to decide if their child’s life is worth 
living, because only a certain kind of fulfilling life is 
worthwhile

 If a person decides that it is their best option, they 
should have the “right to die.” Whether with the help 
of a physician or otherwise

 Suffering shows that God could not have created us, 
because a perfect God’s creation would have no 
errors

 How should we respond to these arguments?



Scriptural responses
 1. Our elders are a great asset to society and to the 

Church. Even when they can no longer communicate, 
their example passes on wisdom. Perhaps if we sought 
their counsel more often, we would avoid many more 
messes and appreciate them more. “Gray hair is a 
crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life.”- Proverbs 
16:31

 2. Many born with disabilities grow up to lead rich and 
fulfilling lives. Only in hubris do we think we know how 
that life will go, so no one should pre-empt those plans. 
“Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book 
were written, every one of them, the days that were 
formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” 
Psalm 139:16

 3. While “right to die” sounds like it ends suffering, it still 
leaves a great deal of pain in its wake when these 
decisions are left in the hands of people, rather than 
God. “Whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s.” Romans 14:8

 4. The imperfections of the human body are a result of 
man’s choice to sin, not God’s design. But God, in his 
mercy, shortened the life span in this sinful world. “Just as 
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall 
also bear the image of the man of heaven.”- 1 
Corinthians 15:49


