
Male and 

Female He 

created them



Building on last 

week…

 Finnish bishop charged with incitement 
against group of people because of 
church body’s document upholding 
traditional marriage

 Though charges stemmed from 
church’s views of marriage, their roots 
are in a disagreement about creation

 So, what does this document assert? 
What is the basis for those assertions? 
Why do people have a problem with 
these statements? How has that 
changed over the years?



Marriage
 Pages 6-7: “when marriage is 

given a preferential position it 
supports a balanced life and the 
overall interests of society.”

 During creation, God made man 
but decided it was not good for 
him to be alone, so He made a 
woman to be with him

 For Christians, marriage is a 
divine institution, intended by 
God to help us as individuals and 
society as a whole

 What are some of the ways in 
which marriage helps 
individuals? How about society?

 What do you think the world 
disagrees with here?



The world’s view 

of marriage
 The world says: 

 1. Giving preferential treatment to 
traditional marriage discriminates 
against those in LGBT+ 
relationships, making them feel 
ostracized.

 2. LGBT couples are many times 
more faithful than heterosexual 
couples and therefore provide an 
equal, if not greater, example of a 
loving relationship.

 3. Traditional marriage is a façade 
behind which women are 
oppressed by men who think they 
own them, going back for 
thousands of years.

 Others? How can we respond to 
these statements?



Scripture 

passages

 1. Luke 15:2 “And the Pharisees and 
the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.’”

 2. Genesis 19:5 “And they called to Lot, 
“Where are the men who came to you 
tonight? Bring them out to us, that we 
may know them.” 

 3. Genesis 2:18 “Then the LORD God 
said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him 
a helper fit for him.”

 Ephesians 5:25 “Husbands, love your 
wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her.”



Family
 Page 7: “The legislation regarding 

marriage is not meant to place a 
seal of affection on marriage and 
give a guarantee of love, but it is 
for the protection of the continuity 
of society. Marriage is a family 
support network whose primary 
purpose is to provide children with 
a stable mental home and lasting 
human relationships.”

 After creation, God told 
humankind to be fruitful and 
multiply, but He also built in a way 
that each family could be taken 
care of.

 In the family unit of father and 
mother and possibly siblings, there 
are ideally close relationships that 
are built in. 

 Which built in benefits of family do 
you see? 

 What might the world disagree 
with in these statements?



The world’s view 

of family
 The world says: 

 1. As long as children have a loving 
parent or parents, they will be fine. 
There is no absolute need or even a 
preference for a child to have positive 
influences from both father and 
mother.

 2. Furthermore, there are no 
discernable differences between the 
influence of a father and the influence 
of a mother. Men and women are the 
same.

 How can we respond to these 
statements?



Scripture 

passages

 1. Psalm 68:5 “Father of the 

fatherless and protector of 

widows is God in his holy 

habitation.”

 2. Exodus 20:12 ““Honor your 

father and your mother, that your 

days may be long in the land 

that the Lord your God is giving 

you.”



Sin
 Page 5: “As a result of the Fall into 

sin, humanity has become morally 
corrupt, and therefore has a 
propensity to twist the natural moral 
law to fit its own selfish interests.”

 After creation, Adam and Eve fell 
into sin and were removed from the 
garden of Eden

 Additionally, it became their nature 
to lean in the direction of sin 
(concupiscence) in every situation, 
including our views of marriage, 
family, and creation

 What are some examples of 
situations where it is easy to slip up?

 What might the world disagree with 
in these statements?



The world’s view 

of sin

 The world says: 1. Society is progressing 
and there’s no limit to the heights we 
could reach. To ensure this happens 
quicker, we will shed anything that 
hearkens back to the past, when 
people were not as enlightened as we 
are now. 

 2. Therefore, modern interpretations of 
marriage and family are the result of 
the inevitable progress we have made 
in acceptance and justice

 How might we respond to these 
statements?



Scripture 

passages
 1. Psalm 51:5 “Behold, I was brought 

forth in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me.”

 Romans 7:18-20: “For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in 
my flesh. For I have the desire to do 
what is right, but not the ability to carry 
it out. For I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is what I keep 
on doing. Now if I do what I do not 
want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.”

 2. Genesis 11: 4 “Then they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city 
and a tower with its top in the 
heavens, and let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over 
the face of the whole earth.” 


