
Dear Christian Friends,  

     Have you ever had to take sides in an argument?  Its no 

fun.  The division might have been one between family mem-

bers, or coworkers, or even world powers.  No matter how 

much you avoided the moment, it arrived.  You had to stand 

with one and against another.  On the one side, you kept a 

friend and continued a relationship.  On the other, you made 

an enemy, you changed jobs, you moved your place of resi-

dence, or even reported for duty in a battlefield far from 

home.  Life was never the same. 

     The same kind of moment is unfolding before us now.  On 

April 30th, the International Lutheran Council (ILC) published 

an article concerning Bishop elect Rev. Dr. Juhana Pohjola of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland.  Accord-

ing to the ILC, Pohjola has been “charged by Finland’s Prose-

cutor General with incitement against a group of people,” 

because of the church body’s published 

Biblical belief that “homosexual relations 

are against the will of God, and marriage is 

intended only between a man and a woman.”  

     Even in the face of personal trouble 

and public pressure, Bishop elect Pohjola 

teaches, “This is what the Christian church 

has always taught and will always teach.”  

He also notes, for all of us to ponder, 

“This decision of the Prosecutor General 

says a lot about our time.  While I am con-

cerned about the state of the religious 

freedom in our country, I trust that the 

judiciary will make the right decision.”  Dr. 

Timothy Quill (LC-MS Pastor and Profes-

sor, as well as General Secretary of the 

International Lutheran Council), adds, 

“Recent actions in Finland have created an 

international scandal which continues to 

grow.”  Quill says that the implications are 

clear:  “if the authorities are willing to do 

this to a respected pastor, reverend doc-

tor, and Bishop elect…that sends a message of fear and intimi-

dation to everyone in Finland who follows the Scripture’s 

teaching on human sexuality.” 

     As Rev. Pohjola fights his legal battle and defends himself 

from cultural backlash over his confession, another Bishop has 

received loud applause from both state and culture.  On May 

12th, CBSNEWS.com reported that Reverend Megan Rohrer 

had been “elected bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America's Sierra Pacific synod.”  This move by the ELCA 

“makes Rohrer the first transgender person to serve as Bishop 

in any major Christian faith in the U.S.”  

     According to NBCNEWS.com, Rohrer grew up right here 

in South Dakota and even attended Augustana University.  In 

fact, it was the campus pastor at Augustana who, as Rohrer 

puts it, “let me know that God didn't have a problem with me 

being LGBTQ."  Moreover, when Rohrer’s home congregation 

would not endorse Megan for ordination, the professors at 

Augustana offered their support.  “In 2006, Rohrer had to be 

ordained under an ‘extraordinary candidacy process’ because 

the national ELCA had banned noncelibate LGBTQ ministers,” 

NBC reports.  Eventually, the ELCA welcomed Rohrer with 

great enthusiasm and Rohrer has been pastor at San Francisco’s 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church since 2014. 

     Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley applauds 

Rohrer’s election.  The LGBTQ-affirming Pacific School of Reli-

gion applauds the election.  Ross Murray, senior director of 

education and training for the GLAAD Media Institute and a 

Lutheran deacon,” applauds the election.  

Rev. Jeff R. Johnson LGBTQ+ advocate of 

Berkeley, California, who had 207 votes to 

Rohrer’s 209, applauds the election, as does 

his husband.  The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, 

ELCA’s presiding bishop, “praised the synod 

for recognizing Rohrer’s talents.” 

     The two Bishops teach opposing theolo-

gies.  Pohjola teaches that “homosexual rela-

tions are against the will of God, and mar-

riage is intended only between a man and a 

woman.”  Rohrer teaches that God does not 

have a problem with the vast “diversity” of 

sexual relations embraced by the LGBTQ+ 

culture.  They can’t both be right.  There-

fore, there is division, not only between the 

LC-MS and the ELCA, but also within con-

gregations of our own synod.  Even here at 

Mt. Calvary, there are a variety of views 

concerning homosexuality and gender identity.  

     At some point, individuals will choose 

sides.  This is a painful prospect, not merely 

because of the way we are divided from people we love, but 

more importantly because of the well being of every person 

created in the image of the Lord himself.  The matter is ex-

pressed best by 1 John 1:8-9, “If we say we have no sin, we de-

ceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But, if we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sin and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness.”  The applause of millions of people is eter-
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nally irrelevant.  The approval of culture is fickle.  The con-

demnation of earthly government is temporary, but the decrees 

of the Lord endure forever.  They are life and death itself.  His 

word is truth.  

     Preaching the ways of the Lord is meant to offer life and 

hope to sinners.  The knowledge God’s law and Gospel reveal 

is intended to create a movement from sin, through repent-

ance, into life.  It is not God’s will that we should remain in 

our sin and perish, but that we would hear and believe and be 

saved by the Lord who loves us so much that He is not 

pleased to leave us under any kind of curse.  When His word 

is twisted and changed to help people feel comfortable in 

their sin, we know that is the move of the evil one who de-

sires only to kill and destroy.  He is always happy to tell the 

sinner to stay put and dig in and enjoy everything contrary to 

the Lord’s will and that God didn’t exactly mean everything 

He has clearly spoken. 

     The tragedy in the tale of these two Bishops unfolds not in 

the consequences governments can impose, or the mockery 

culture spews against those who preach the literal word of 

God from the scriptures.  No the tragedy unfolds in the hearts 

and minds of those who embrace their sin because of some 

false gospel they have heard and seen.  As Jesus predicts in 

Matthew 7:22-23, “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive  

out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’” Then  

he will tell them plainly, “‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 

evildoers!’” 

     The hope in this tale unfolds not in gaining the approval of 

any human authority, or our exertion of earthly wisdom, or 

our ability to create cultural change, but by living every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.  In that word we have  

the faithful fellowship of Christ who suffered and died for us  

that we might live.  He is with us.  Apart from that we have  

nothing. 

     I know which side I am on.  I intend to send a letter of en-

couragement to Rev. Pohjola, through our LC-MS international 

center.  I invite you to do the same.  You can drop it off at the 

church office by June 13th. 

Your friend and fellow worker, Pastor Chris 

 

Watch Pastor Kevin and Pastor Chris on Main Street Living 
 

June 27, 2021 Pastor Kevin — July 4, 2021 Pastor Chris  
 

The weekly program features an area pastor leading an abbreviated worship service with hymns, 

the confession, absolution, scripture lessons, Apostles’ Creed, sermon, and benediction  

starting at approximately 10:25 a.m. Central Time.   
 

The worship service is interpreted and closed captioned for the hearing impaired and  

broadcast each Sunday on KDLT-NBC, Sioux Falls.   
 

The first half of the Main Street Living hour, starting at 10:00 a.m.  

is a remastered This is the Life series presentation.   

 

Join us in the parking lot on  

Sunday, June 27th—10:30 a.m.  

for an Outdoor Worship Service  
(this service will not be livestreamed) 

 

A picnic lunch will follow the  

Outdoor Worship Service  
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Transformed, day by day   
By Rev. Kevin Koester 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     May God’s peace be upon you, as He preserves your going 

out and coming in, from this time forth and forevermore.  

This is the time of year when there is a lot of going out and 

coming back in being done by people.  Even in a normal year, 

people would be going on vacations, going to camp, travelling 

for sporting events, and many other things now that the tem-

peratures have warmed up.  But, I am certain this summer will 

play host to an even greater than usual impetus to go out and 

do things, because they have not been able to do many of 

them for an extended period of time.  

It’s been quite amazing to see the 

transformation happen.  One day 

things look one way and the next they 

look completely different.  

     Each person has their own baro-

meter with which they keep tabs on 

life and how things are going.  As a 

baseball fan, one of my barometers is 

watching games and highlights on TV.  

A couple of weeks ago, I looked be-

hind the catcher and the umpire at 

those sitting in the seats behind home 

plate.  Within the camera view, every 

single person had a mask on it seemed.  

But this week I looked again and there 

was not a mask in sight.  People took 

the CDC’s announcement as the clos-

est they were going to get to an official 

end to the pandemic or at least the 

mask-wearing portion of it, though not 

everybody is comfortable with the 

change yet.  

     At Mt. Calvary, we had a couple of 

those moments recently too.  In the 

receiving line, we had adopted a number of strategies from 

the wave to the elbow bump, in order to greet our fellow 

believers in Christ as they left the sanctuary.  For the first 

time in a long time, the majority of those waves turned into 

handshakes, fist bumps, or high fives.  Another transformation 

came in communion.  For a long time, we have been offering 

only individual cups during Communion, along with wafers 

that are individually packaged, in addition to other safety pre-

cautions.  But after clearing it with the Board of Elders, we 

decided it was time to start offering the Common Cup again.  

It’s a simple change:  Taking the cup out of storage, placing it 

on the altar, filling it with wine, speaking Jesus’ words, and 

creating one more station in the communion line.  And yet it 

felt as though it was rather momentous.  We weren’t sure if 

anybody would go for it, which would’ve been fine, since they 

would be receiving the body and blood of Christ either way.  

But sure enough, we had a number of takers who got to re-

ceive communion in this way for the first time in over a year.  

We had been told that perhaps neither of these things would 

ever happen again, yet here we are, continuing to move along 

as the church has always done. 

     Transformation is a word that the apostle Paul seems to 

have an affinity for, as he uses it a couple times in his letters.  

On both occasions, in Romans 12 and 2 Corinthians 3, Paul 

talks about the differences between being a servant of our-

selves or the world and being a servant of the Lord.  In Ro-

mans 12:2, Paul says “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.”  Paul knew that his brothers and sisters in Rome 

were surrounded by a culture of unbelief and sin, but he tells 

them to allow their hearts and minds to be changed by the 

Spirit.  In 2 Corinthians 3, it was a 

little bit of a different situation.  In 

verse 18, Paul says “We all, with un-

veiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to 

another. For this comes from the Lord 

who is the Spirit.”  Paul is speaking 

about the stubbornness and unbelief 

of certain Jews who would not receive 

Christ as their Savior, because even 

though they had the advantage of 

knowing the true God, their hearts 

were covered against His gift. 

     On Pentecost, we focus on the fact 

that the Holy Spirit does, in fact, 

change people.  It allows them to do 

things they never thought they could 

do, like be a witness.  It gives them the 

peace that passes all understanding, 

when the world fails to deliver any-

thing close.  It works faith in their 

hearts and allows that faith to grow 

strong roots that will never be over-

turned.  God has poured His Spirit out 

on us, so that we can be confident, bold, and resilient, but 

also that we can be humble, gentle, caring, and supporting in 

the situations that call for it.  As such, a person with the Spir-

it is so vastly different from the one who is without.  

     As you focus on the earthly transformations that have 

occurred in this world, don’t forget to notice also the inter-

nal transformation of the heart which flows outward in our 

words and deeds.  As the old children’s song goes: This little 

light of mine, I’m going to let it shine, Let it shine, all the time, 

let it shine.  And once the novelty of earthly changes and res-

toration wear off, you can be there to catch your fellow hu-

man beings and show them Someone who never fails or dis-

appoints.  May the Spirit always go with you as you talk to 

others with unveiled face, unveiled mind, and unveiled hearts, 

that they may know the One who died to forgive their sins 

and now lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  
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Thank you to all who volunteered to  

deliver March 29-April 2 and May 24-28th! 
 

If you can help in the future 

or are available to fill in  

occasionally or have  

questions, please contact  

Dan Henson.  

Diaper Derby 
 

LWML is sponsoring the annual Diaper Derby which  

runs from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   

We are collecting diapers of all sizes.   
 

Anyone may donate 

packaged diapers.   

Please leave them in 

the Fellowship Hall 

or the basket in the 

hallway by the  

Activity Center.  

 

The Baby Bottle Fundraising Campaign for the  

Plus One Guidance Center was a success at Mt. Calvary.  

The tote of filled baby bottles was returned to  

Plus One on Monday, May 10 by Pastor Kevin.   

Thank you for your support Mt. Calvary!   

If you still have a baby bottle please return it  

directly to Plus One as soon as possible.  

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)  
 

Are you looking for a way to serve your community?  We could 

have an opportunity for you to do so, right here in this church 

building.  Mt. Calvary has been contacted by the Internal Revenue 

Service and asked if we would be willing to serve as a site for the 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.  This is 

a service the Senior Center previously offered, but there are cur-

rently no active sites in Beadle County.   
 

Every tax season, people pay large amounts of money to file simple 

tax returns, including people with limited means or older adults on 

fixed incomes.  This service would allow them to file for free with 

the help of trained volunteers.   
 

Before we can commit to helping our community in this way, we 

need to know that we will have enough people to pull this off.  You 

do not need to be a financial genius or a super-volunteer that com-

mits tons of hours.  You would just need to attend several training 

sessions and become certified.   
 

Please contact the church office 

or Pastor Kevin if you are inter-

ested in helping.  Thanks! 

 

The National Lutheran Women's Missionary League 

convention will be held in Lexington, KY June 24-27 
 

"Running the Race...Looking to Jesus"  is the convention theme.   

The convention  scripture is Hebrews 12:1-2.   
 

While we aren't all able to travel to Lexington, KY, we can still  

experience the convention through livestream.  The opening  

worship service will be on Thursday, June 24 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

We will be viewing the opening worship service in Mt. Calvary's 

sanctuary.  LWML members and guests including men, are welcome 

to worship with us!   

 

Other livestreamed meetings will take place on  

Friday, June 25 8:15-11:30 a.m. and 1:45-5:00 p.m.  

Saturday, June 26 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Check upcoming bulletins for the location at Mt. Calvary to view 

these livestreamed meetings. 

 

We hope you will join us in these uplifting sessions.   
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Justin and Jenny Frank 

1341 4th St SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Jay Stickley 

255 Iowa Ave SE #23 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

 

Art and Jeanie Donnell  

have transferred to  

Zion Lutheran Church  

in Rapid City.   

Their new address is: 

3600 Sheridan Lake Road #339 

Rapid City  SD  57702  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly 

Tuesday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m.  
The agenda will be posted  the weekend prior in 

both the bulletin board case in the Narthex and the 

Fellowship Hall.  Important To Attend!  

God’s blessings to our graduates   

Heavenly Father, You know all things.  You know each breath we take and the 

number of hairs on our head.  Continue to watch over, we pray, all these your 

children, as they graduate.  Keep them safe as they travel to unfamiliar territory 

or as they stay close to home.  Guide them as they work, study, and do many 

other things to the glory of your name.  Let your Holy Spirit preserve the 

flames of faith in their hearts for as long as they live. In Jesus' name,  Amen.  

 

High School Graduates 

Caleb Adermann - Huron 

Brooklyn Boetel - Huron 

Tatum Carey - Wolsey-Wessington 

Lexy Gilbert - Huron 

Abby Gross - Huron 

Regan Hamilton - Huron 

Jayda Hennrich - Huron 

Anna Kruse - Huron 

Tanner Marone - Huron 

Mariah Miller - Huron 

Ian Mount - Iroquois 

Teagan Pfitzer - Huron 

Trysten Zavesky - Iroquois 

 

College and Vo-Tech Graduates 

Tyler Busch - South Dakota State University  

 

Dear friends, we are planning on having a group of Mt.  

Calvary members travel to the Creation Museum in  

Petersburg, Kentucky at the end of July.  Exact dates will 

depend on the availability of the families who plan to  

participate.  Families will provide their own transportation, 

but Mt. Calvary has received a generous donation that can 

help those who may need support with fuel and lodging.   
 

We plan to discuss further details in the Bible study 

hour on Sunday, June 6th.  As an educational mission of 

Mt. Calvary, it is our plan that the tickets for admission to 

the facilities would be provided by church funds.  

Sincerely, Pastor Chris 



Page 6 JOURNAL 

     The school year has come to a close, and did we ever have fun!  We decided to do some 

our favorite experiments again one last time, so we broke out the baking soda, food coloring, 

and vinegar for fizzy rainbows.  We also played with corn starch and water, always a favorite!  

For our Ocean unit we got to play with sand and seashells.  And of course we went to the park 

as much as possible when it was nice out!  

     For Bible time we followed the adventures of Paul, from his miraculous conversion to getting 

miraculously broken out of prison.  We talked about how they didn't have cars or planes back 

then, and how far Paul and his friends must have to had to walk to reach all the places he  

visited.  We also discussed how even if we don't travel far, we can still tell lots of people about Jesus.  

     For our last day of school we went to Memorial park for a picnic.  We spent the time playing, chasing bubbles, and enjoying 

our last moments together as a class before summer break. Some of the kids will return for another year, and some will move 

on to kindergarten.  The transition from preschool to kindergarten marks a very important step in a child’s life.  Our gradua-

tion ceremony was a perfect ending to a great year!  We hope you have a great summer, and we'll see you again in September!  

— Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 
Thanks for showing up to support the Preschool Spring Luncheon  

takeout meal that was held on Thursday, April 29. We were happy to serve you!  

 
The Mt. Calvary Preschool Board, teachers and students thank you  

and deeply appreciate your continued support of our  

preschool program through these fundraisers.  

 
The online auction that closed on Sunday, May 2 was a success as well!  

Thank you so much for all the contributed items and for your bids.  

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

ALL ABOARD FOR FUN AT VBS! 

At Rocky Railway, kids discover through life’s ups and downs that Jesus’ power 

pulls us through.  Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing 

catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, take part in one-of-a-kind Bible  

Adventures, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all 

summer long.  Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them 

through something called God Sightings.  Each day concludes with the Rock 

Wrap-Up that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned.  Family  

members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this special time. 
 

Mt. Calvary Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, June 6th 

through Thursday, June 10th.  We will kick off our journey during our  

10:30 service on Sunday morning, with lunch and the first session of VBS to  

follow.  On Monday through Thursday, supper will be served to children and 

their parents from 5:15 to 6:00 p.m.  Lessons and activities will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

and conclude at 8:00 p.m.  On Thursday evening, we will have a short concluding 

program at 8:00 p.m.    
 

Vacation Bible School is for children age three through those who have just completed 5th grade.  Registration forms can be 

found in the weekly church bulletins and also on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  We ask that you put your forms into the 

VBS box on the counter there.  Please register early so that enough materials can be ordered and prepared for all the children 

attending.  Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crafts, eat yummy food, play awesome games, and more.  
 

Helpers are needed for VBS!  Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help full or part time.  We have many ways 

to be involved during VBS or prior to its start as we make our preparations.  Contact Becky Dragt with any questions you 

may have and your willingness to help share Rocky Railway’s message with the children.  There are sign-up sheets in the  

Fellowship Hall for many of the ways to help out!   
 

Supplies are needed for VBS!  There are needed items posted on the whiteboard in the Fellowship Hall.  Please take a 

look to see if there is a need you can fill.  Thank you! 
 

We appreciate your prayers for The Rocky Railway.  Ask God to bring children to our program so they can know and 

grow in Jesus, our Savior!  Ask God to provide leaders and helpers for this important mission at Mt. Calvary.   

 

Camp Minneboji is June 20-

26, 2021.  Remember in your 

prayers:  all those participat-

ing in, and traveling to and 

back home from camp. 

 

Thank you Mt. Calvary for providing the 

VBS craft supplies of toilet paper rolls, 

milk jug lids and buttons.   

We have enough of these items now!   

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Mitchell Circuit Youth Picnic - Sunday, June 13 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church - rural Dimock.  
 

3:00 p.m.  We will begin with Responsive Prayer worship service in the sanctuary. 

Following worship-lawn games, volleyball, softball, other fun activities.   

5:00 p.m.  A cookout will begin. 
 

Any interested Mitchell circuit youth are welcome along with their youth leaders' 

and pastors' families.   
 

Please let Rev. Ryan Loeslie know before June 4th if you are interested  

in attending.   

Youth 
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ALL ABOARD FOR FUN AT MT. CALVARY VBS! 
SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH THROUGH THURSDAY, JUNE 10TH 

Sunday, June 6th 

   10:30 a.m. worship service will kick off our journey 

   Lunch and the first session of VBS to follow 

Monday through Thursday, June 7th through 10th 

   5:15 to 6:00 p.m. supper will be served to children and their parents 

   6:00-8:00 p.m. lessons and activities  

Thursday, June 10th 

   8:00 p.m. a short concluding program will end the journey    
 

At Rocky Railway, kids discover through life’s ups and downs that Jesus’ power pulls us through.  Kids participate in memorable 

Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, take part in one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, and test out 

Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long.  Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around 

them through something called God Sightings.  Each day concludes with the Rock Wrap-Up that gets everyone involved in living 

what they’ve learned.  Family members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this special time. 
 

Vacation Bible School is for children age three through those who have just completed 5th grade.  Registration forms can be found 

in the weekly church bulletins and also on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  We ask that you put your forms into the VBS box 

on the counter there.  Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crafts, eat yummy food, play awesome games, and more.  


