
Dear Friends in Christ, 

     I apologize for the late publication of this newsletter, but I 

am not sorry for it or regretful about it.  I regret any incon-

venience you as our members and friends experience, and I 

wish we were perfect, but we have not set perfection as one 

of our staff objectives. (If my computer had emojis I’d insert a 

smiley face here.)  We are behind schedule in the office be-

cause we had to make many adjustments for Easter this year.  

Sure, we actually had worship in-person this year versus last, 

but we have experienced that plenty of times in the past.  

That is not the kind of adjustment I had in mind.  The adjust-

ment came because of the many new ways we accomplished 

our Easter work in 2021 compared to years past. 

     Over the past 12 months 

our work has changed, be-

cause we have changed.  Mt. 

Calvary has changed because 

our people have changed.  

We have all had to adapt to 

new patterns of life, deal with 

new expectations in the com-

munity, and cope with differ-

ing levels of woundedness due 

to the various traumas we 

endured this past year.  Be-

cause every member and 

friend of Mt. Calvary has been 

impacted, every aspect of our 

work has been touched by 

new ways of sharing our new 

life in Christ.  A couple of the 

more significant changes we 

faced, of which you should be made aware, include changes to 

Confirmation class structure, the use of technology in wor-

ship, and communication inside and outside of our church 

family.  

     Communication with delinquent members, and those who 

are active online but have not yet returned to worship, con-

tinues to present challenges to the Board of Elders and Pas-

tors.  We have not had the interest within our membership 

to complete an every-member outreach so a small group of 

people have volunteered to connect with as many people as 

they can within their normal movements of life.  Just last 

month, Pastor Kevin and I were allowed to restart nursing 

home communion and care calls and have even been able to 

make a few hospital visits.  While many folks have found con-

nections using electronic means they have also expressed a 

sincere desire and longing to be back in church.  They appreci-

ate the efforts Mt. Calvary has made to bridge the gap between 

them and the life of the church. 

     As we have added technological tools the layers of work 

have increased.  It was surprising to see how much extra work 

was involved in planning for worship merely by adding a Power-

Point presentation to each service – especially during Lent.  We 

are working with staff and volunteers as well as our newly 

formed tech team to refine our process, but the printing and 

presentations, along with file editing and CD mailings really do, 

literally, pile up the more services we have.  

     You may have noticed that we added a Wednesday service 

in Lent.  When Lent began, 

the vaccine was still in its 

early stages of deployment, 

so we wanted our members 

to have a mask-only option 

for Lenten worship.  We 

included our Confirmation 

instruction in the services 

and experienced two bless-

ings as a result.  First, we 

discovered a value in our 

congregation for earlier 

times for evening services.  

The 5:15 service was by far 

the preferred service based 

on attendance numbers.  

Even people who would not 

have otherwise masked for 

church, wore masks to take 

advantage of the earlier time.  Second, we found that Confirma-

tion class involvement increased.  We received a greater num-

ber of completed assignments, and parents (being “in class” 

with their kids), took a more active role in their child’s learning 

expressing feelings of being more informed as a result.  This 

affirmed another move we had been considering for the last 

few months. 

     Essentially, we are in the process of reengineering Confir-

mation.  Notice, I didn’t say that we are reinventing Confirma-

tion.  Just as many schools are doing in education and many 

businesses are doing with the workplace, we are amplifying the 

at-home component of Confirmation instruction.  This is differ-

ent than what we have done in the recent past, but it is not 
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foreign to Confirmation as seen through the eyes of the re-

formers.  In fact, it is a realignment of our practice with the 

original intent Luther expresses in the Small Catechism and 

something I have hoped for as a pastor for years.  

     If you read each chief part of the Catechism (there are 6 

chief parts), each begins with an author’s note “As the head of 

the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.”  

This assumes that what happens at home is the primary com-

ponent of what is called catechesis (teaching and learning the 

faith).  The reasoning behind Luther’s directive comment is his 

pastoral desire that parents and children learn together and 

that parents become role models for their children by becom-

ing life-long learners in the Christian faith.  Pastor Kevin and I 

have comparatively little influence over our students.  This 

primary family focus has fallen away over recent decades in 

the American church and Wednesday night Confirmation 

class has become isolated, even tossed about, in a flood of 

other weekly habits.  As we coped with social distancing and 

built new patterns, the old started to emerge as a solution to 

a problem and indeed it was the most logical move now ena-

bled by our adoption of a livestream outreach.  Having made 

this adjustment, an instinctive return to our pre-pandemic 

pattern would reverse our progress in a movement that 

promises great renewal.  Instead, we are going to follow our 

current trajectory to its logical end. 

     Therefore, we have reserved 

what would normally be class 

time on Wednesdays in April (and 

probably May), for Pastor/

Confirmation Family meetings 

with our 7th and 8th graders.  

These meetings will give us the 

opportunity to plan the new di-

rection we are discovering to-

gether with individual young peo-

ple in mind.  We will still offer 

Wednesday classes in the future, 

but they will not be our primary 

focus.  We may add other class 

times, we may add summer op-

portunities, and we may have 

students who never attend any of 

those but work independently in 

the context of their home and 

the life of the church from week-

to-week.  

     The biggest change you might feel as a congregation is that 

I do not plan to lead us back in the direction of a once-a-year 

Confirmation Sunday.  There are many reasons for this, but 

the primary reason has to do with the uniqueness of each 

individual child of God.  Confirmation is not an academic pur-

suit.  Academics are involved but not every child is ready for 

Confirmation in May of his or her 8th grade year.  Gaps in our 

own attendance records for past confirmands will bear this 

out.  This fact has been further highlighted as we were pre-

vented from gathering a large group for Confirmation due to 

social distancing guidelines and differing personal levels of com-

fort for individual families at Mt. Calvary under the threat of 

the Coronavirus.  As we have been meeting with families each 

student has been challenged to confess the faith and examine 

certain articles of the faith more intensively based on his or 

her unique human experience.  We long to hear a sincere and 

informed confession of the faith from our young people and to 

see that expressed in a life of ongoing worship of Christ and 

dedication to his Great Commission.  The timing of this Chris-

tian maturity does not happen by means of a calendar date.  

Neither does it happen based on age.  It happens as the child is 

immersed in the word of God and is moved by the Holy Spirit 

at home and at church.  Each child has a different level of en-

gagement in those environments.  Our ministry must therefore 

be a family ministry rather than a classroom ministry. 

     By working with families on an individual basis we can more 

easily and discretely address needs that arise in the life of par-

ticular students.  On the one hand, some students advance 

through material and gain wisdom in a short amount of time.  

They could be ready for the rite of confirmation early in their 

instruction.  On the other hand, others progress more slowly 

and need more time before they fulfill the rite and make their 

public confession of the faith.  In the past, if I as pastor ever 

said that a student was not ready for Confirmation Day (for 

any reason), it was perceived by that family as “failing” confir-

mation and that family would be 

very likely to leave the church in 

humiliation and anger. This binds 

pastors to confirm every child or 

suffer no end of conflict in the con-

gregation.  Or, worse, it makes us 

reduce the curriculum to the least 

challenging level so every student 

can jump through perceived hoops 

Wednesday to Wednesday over a 

two-year span. 

     We would prefer to set chal-

lenging and realistic goals for each 

student in Confirmation that each 

family works to achieve in order to 

grow together in Christ as a part 

of this congregation and the whole 

Christian church on earth, so that 

we all know Jesus better and are 

more prepared to fulfill his Great 

Commission.  I suspect this is the 

same goal we have always had for Confirmation.  The road we 

are traveling is more like the one our forbears traveled to that 

end.  It may seem new and strange to us, and indeed, you will 

observe differences along the way.  Keeping the destination in 

mind will give us endurance to work together toward the new 

life our Lord died and rose again to secure for us.  He is risen.  

He is risen indeed. 

Your friend and fellow worker, Pastor Chris 
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Easter:  Now, Then, and Always  
By Rev. Kevin Koester 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     He is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  What a joyous 

Easter Sunday we had this year!  For the 8:30 service, the 

sanctuary was more full than I have seen in a very long time.  

We had tremendous music all throughout Holy Week with 

very talented musicians who played the handbells, the guitar, 

the organ, and the piano and sang beautifully.  We were able 

to eat some wonderfully prepared food and have fellowship 

with one another during the Easter breakfast.  In the pews, 

we saw people sitting down for their first in-person service in 

over a year, just in time to see the magnificent transformation 

from Good Friday to Resurrection Sunday.  Of course, the 

greatest joy was hearing those life-changing words:  He is not 

here, He is risen!  Those words have and will be the center-

piece to every Easter Sunday we celebrate from now until the 

Last Day.  Christians all around the world are united under 

the umbrella of Christ’s loving-kindness to 

them, especially the forgiveness of sins and 

the assurance of eternal life. 

     On Easter afternoon, after I went 

home, I heard somebody say that Easter 

was really what everybody needed this 

year.  I think everybody could understand 

the point that this person was making.  

Life has really been a shell of its former 

self for quite a while.  Many of the things 

which we enjoyed were being taken away 

from us.  Almost nothing could be taken 

for granted.  A great number of people 

were and are angry all the time about just 

about everything that takes place.  In a 

sense, you could say that life as we knew it 

had screeched to a halt and had deterio-

rated rapidly to the point of death.  For 

Christians, trust is placed in the Lord to 

get us through tough times like these.  We 

are able to weather the storm as it howls all around us,  

beating on the door.  But there is no doubt that this has been 

difficult.  

     In addition to the world around us going haywire, we re-

cently went through 40 plus days of cleansing and preparation 

leading into an angsty Maundy Thursday and a solemn Good 

Friday.  Many a Christian leaves in tears, as well as silence and 

darkness, at the conclusion of those two services.  Just at the 

point where we might have been about to break, Easter 

comes as a remedy and an antidote.  On Easter Sunday, the 

focus is on the exact opposite of all that had previously taken 

center stage.  Instead of weakness, strife, and death, resurrec-

tion, rejuvenation, and life emerge.  Instead of cleansing and 

preparation, we now find ourselves perpetually clean in the 

eyes of God because of Jesus.  Instead of angst, there is secu-

rity in knowing for whom Jesus’ blood was shed and where 

we will now spend eternity because Jesus rose again.  And 

instead of being only solemn and serious as the world has 

been without fail recently,  God’s people raise a jubilant cho-

rus because Christ’s victory is absolutely a cause for great 

celebration. 

     On the other hand, as I heard that statement, I couldn’t 

help but disagree a little bit, because we have always needed 

Easter.  Even back when things were going well in the eyes of 

just about everybody, no Easter would leave a large, unfillable 

void in people’s lives.  It is so crucial to the hope that we 

have that we ought never forget it at any point in the year.  

     Already in Paul’s time, people were downplaying the im-

portance of Easter, for a variety of reasons.  In the early 

church, many believers had grown up in Jewish families and 

among them, there were different cohorts who followed dif-

ferent groups of teachers.  Some of these groups, like the 

Sadducees, explicitly taught that there was no way that any-

one could be raised from the dead.  Others, though they did 

not belong to a group that taught against it, simply found it 

hard to believe that something like this could happen and did 

not see the harm in removing that piece from the equation.  

In 1 Corinthians, Paul, in classic Paul fash-

ion, vehemently disagrees with the state-

ment that the resurrection is not essen-

tial.  In Chapter 15, he says “Now if 

Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 

dead, how can some of you say that there 

is no resurrection of the dead?  But if 

there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

not even Christ has been raised.  And if 

Christ has not been raised, then our 

preaching is in vain and your faith is in 

vain.”  Paul goes on to explain that refus-

ing to acknowledge or believe in Christ’s 

resurrection undoes everything that the 

faith is founded upon.  All of the preach-

ing, teaching, believing, and testifying 

would have been in vain, if this were true, 

and we would still be in our sins. 

     But Paul does not linger for long on 

that admonishment, because he knows 

that there are still so many believers in Corinth and else-

where who treasure the resurrection of Christ as invaluable.  

He reminds them that Christ has, in fact, been raised from 

the dead and that they will follow Him in the full extent of 

His victory in due time.  As I thought again about that quote, 

I realized that it could easily be both of the options that I laid 

out.  The angel’s words at the tomb serve as immediate med-

icine for our souls, when we are in the deepest distress and 

despair.  And yet, they have woven themselves into our very 

identity as a Christian.  We are the ones who believe in Jesus, 

who was crucified and raised and is coming again.  Though 

Easter Sunday is only one day out of the year, we will cele-

brate it as the church for many weeks and when that is done, 

we will continue celebrating it.  I pray that the wonder, 

astonishment, and joy of the empty tomb stays with you for 

the rest of your days here on earth and even beyond. 

In our Savior’s name, Pastor Kevin 
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Thank you to all who volunteered  

to help during Holy Week! 
 

If you can help in 

the future or are 

available to fill in 

occasionally  

or have  

questions,  

please contact 

Dan Henson.  

Special Thanks from the flower committee to those who donated for the Easter Lilies:  
• In Memory of Hunter Ziegeldorf from Randy & Nancy Ziegeldorf 

• In Memory of Ryan Wenz from Barbara Wenz 

• In Memory of George & Arlene VanScharrel, George & Delores Voorhees  

from Dave & Paula VanScharrel 

• In Memory of Trevor Tschetter from Jon & Lisa Meyer 

• In Memory of Marilyn Schieckoff from Vonda Hill 

• In Memory of Wes & Clarice Rounds, Hillard Peskey, Brent Verch, and Russ Dillon  

from their family  

• In Memory of Jim & Ruby Johannsen from Roger & Julie Kropuenske 

• In Memory of Lawerance Fuerst, Cornelia Hagge, and Ralph Hagge from Dean & Susan Fuerst 

• In Memory of Gerhard & Ormalyn Boetel from Ben & Judy Boetel and Dennis & Maureen Decker 

• In Memory of Gordon & Janet Bogh from Allen & Robin Shoultz 

• In Memory of Janet Bogh and Ruby Johannsen from Joyce Davenhill 

• And thank you Pastor Dale & Debbie Sattgast and to those who donated anonymously.  

• Our appreciation also to Rainbow Flowers, and especially Cara Green-Osier, for partnering with the flower committee to 

supply such beautiful lily plants, and for the Palm Sunday arrangements.  

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who made Lent, Holy Week, and 

Easter so beautiful!  You showed your joyful servant hearts 

by giving of your time and talents. 

 

Breakfast on Easter morning was prepared and served by the youth  

and their parents as a fundraiser for those interested in attending  

the National Youth Gathering in Texas the summer of 2022.   

 

Thank you to all who prepared, served, and cleaned up afterward.  

 

And thanks to the congregation for supporting the Mt. Calvary youth! 

THANK YOU to all who participated in the breakfast  
on Sunday, April 11 during the Sunday School/Bible Study hour.   

The free will offering for the breakfast  
will benefit the LWML Mite mission.  
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The LWML SD Huron Zone is  

EXCITED to get together in person 

and via livestream for our  

Spring Workshop.   
We will be gathering Sunday, April 18th  

at St John, Wolsey, beginning at 2:00 p.m.   
 

A Bible study led by Pastor Kevin Koester and a short  

meeting are planned.  The Wolsey ladies will have coffee  

and cookies for us to enjoy.   
 

We hope to 

see you there!! 

Welcome  New  
 

Kathy Airheart  

52 15th St SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Members 

 

Ryan Vanden Berge  

1417 Lawnridge Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

On Saturday,  April 17th  

from 9:00 a.m. to noon  

we need volunteers to  

help rake the Church’s yard.   
 

The yard is not that big, so if we have lots  

of volunteers it may not take that long!   

Please consider this opportunity to serve  

the congregation and to care for the Church 

property.  Contact Dave Hinders to  

volunteer and with any questions.  

Welcome Members  

Transferring Back to Mt. Calvary 
 

Geneva Goss  

1410 Ohio Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Tyler Schinderling  

940 Beach Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

About the 

National 

Youth 

Gathering 
 

Held every three years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to 

come together as a community of God’s people to be encouraged in their walk with Jesus Christ and learn about the Christian 

faith and their Lutheran identity. 
 

In this setting, young people grow in their personal relationship with God and grow in their fellowship of Word and Sacrament 

in Christ’s Church.  Youth Gatherings equip youth and adults for ministry and vocational service in a variety of settings in their 

congregations, communities, and world.  Youth Gatherings celebrate the meaning of Christian joy in all of life’s situations, in-

cluding transitions and crisis.  Youth Gatherings recognize and affirm the diversity of God’s people.  Youth Gatherings affirm, 

support, and promote the ministry of LCMS Districts and congregations. 

Quarterly  

Voters’ Assembly 

Tuesday, April 20 

at 7:00 p.m.  

The agenda is posted in 

both the bulletin board 

case in the Narthex and 

the Fellowship Hall.   

Important To Attend!  
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

ALL ABOARD FOR FUN AT VBS! 

At Rocky Railway, kids discover through life’s ups and downs that Jesus’ power 

pulls us through.  Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing 

catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, take part in one-of-a-kind Bible Ad-

ventures, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all 

summer long.  Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them 

through something called God Sightings.  Each day concludes with the Rock Wrap

-Up that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned.  Family members 

and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this special time. 

 

Mt. Calvary Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, June 6th through 

Thursday, June 10th.  We will kick off our journey during our 10:30 service on 

Sunday morning, with lunch and the first session of VBS to follow.  On Monday 

through Thursday, supper will be served to children and their parents from 5:15 

to 6:00 p.m.  Lessons and activities will begin at 6:00 p.m. and conclude at 8:00 

p.m.  On Thursday evening, we will have a short concluding program at 8:00 p.m.    

 

Registration is now open for children age three through those who have just completed 5th grade.  Registration forms can 

be found in the weekly church bulletins and also on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  We ask that you put your forms into 

the VBS box on the counter there.  Please register early so that enough materials can be ordered and prepared for all the 

children attending.  Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crafts, eat yummy food, play awesome games, and more.  

 

Helpers are needed for VBS!  Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help full or part time.  We have many ways 

to be involved during VBS or prior to its start as we make our preparations.  Call or text Becky Dragt at 461-1679 with any 

questions you may have and your willingness to help share Rocky Railway’s message with the children.  There are sign-up sheets 

in the Fellowship Hall for many of the ways to help out!  

 

We appreciate your prayers for The Rocky Railway.  Ask God to bring children to our program so they can know and 

grow in Jesus, our Savior!  Ask God to provide leaders and helpers for this important mission at Mt. Calvary.   

Camp Minneboji 
It’s a go for this summer!   

The dates are June 20-26, 2021.   
Registration forms are on the  

counter in the Fellowship Hall.  

Mt. Calvary covers half of the  

camper cost for our members.  

 

It’s time to start looking ahead to VBS  

and we will need some supplies for VBS crafts.   

Please save your toilet paper rolls and milk jug lids.   

We would also like a supply of buttons . . . any kind of buttons!   

 

Thank you for helping with these supplies! 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

Hello from Mt. Calvary Preschool!  As we enter spring we are delighted to have more sun-

ny, snow free days.  And although we have only been able to go to the park a couple of 

times so far, we look forward to drier days ahead.   

     This month we have been learning about the Fruits of the Spirit.  We repeat the verse in 

Galatians every day together and they can now say it without my help!  I will post a video to 

our Facebook page of them reciting it, if you want to check that out.  The fruit of the Spirit 

is a gift God gives Christians to help them live lives that please him and show his love to 

those who don’t know God.  As we learn about the fruit of the spirit, we will discuss how 

God uses us as his instruments to show his love to others!  Jesus was the ultimate expres-

sion of God’s love, and all the qualities of God that made Jesus who he was—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—become qualities in us the closer we grow in our relationships with Jesus.  

     For our Bible time we have continued to learn about all the miracles of Jesus and the parables he told.  We heading into the 

Easter narrative, and we read about his entrance on the donkey.  We made paper palms to wave and sing Hosanna!  

     Our crafts have now become bright and colorful, and our walls are now adorned with flowers and rainbows.  I hope that 

the outdoors will start to mimic our walls soon!  Spring is a wonderful time of year, and we intend to enjoy it to the fullest 

here at preschool.   

     Please pray that we will be a blessing to the families we work with, and we wish you a Happy Easter!            — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

 

 

Mark Your 
Calendars! 

for the 
Preschool Spring Luncheon  

Thursday, April 29, 2021 
11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.  

TAKE OUT ONLY—Everyone Welcome!   

Our Preschool Spring Luncheon and Auction will look a little 

different this year.  We will not be hosting our salad luncheon 

in person, instead our meal will be take-out only.   

We will serve the meal out the back door of the south kitchen,  

in the same way the Fall Festival meal was served.   

Serving times will begin at 11:00 am  

and will continue until 1:00 pm.   
The meal will consist of a ham sandwich,  

potato salad, chips, and a cookie.   

Cost will be $8.00 per meal. 
We look forward to serving you at our Spring Luncheon. 

Note to Mt. Calvary congregation members:  If you would 

like to support the Preschool by donating your favorite potato 

salad for the Spring Luncheon please put your name on the sign 

up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  We will need your potato salad 

by 9:00 am on Thursday, April 29th. 

Items for the online 

Spring Preschool Auction  
should be posted April 19th.  

 

The online auction will close  
at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 2! 

 

Our Spring Auction will be online with Ben Meyer Auction 

Service, in the same way the Fall Festival Auction was held.  

Please consider donating services, craft items, or other goods 

for our purse/basket/bag auction.  If possible, we would ask 

that all donated items be dropped off at church by April 15, 

2021 so they can be displayed to view prior to the auction. 
 

If you would like to donate an item or have any  

questions about the luncheon please feel free to  

contact Dawn Eining, Debbie Busch,  

or any school board member. 
 

The Mt. Calvary Preschool Board, teachers and  

students thank you and deeply appreciate your  

continued support of our preschool program.   

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 
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