
The Book of Ezekiel



The Lioness

 At the beginning of Chapter 19, Ezekiel delivers 
a lamentation (for a funeral) in parabolic 
language, focusing on the higher class of the 
people of Israel, including princes and other 
nobles

 God compares the forbearers of Israel to a 
lioness raising her cubs, but though one cub was 
fierce, the way that they are raised to be leads 
to disaster

 In general terms, how are many people raised 
to be today? What are the effects? How does 
knowing God’s Word work against these 
tendencies?



Where did I go wrong?

 As the verses continue, we find out why each 
cub was a disappointment: because their 
reigns cost many people their lives.

 The first cub, Jehoahaz, and the second cub, 
Jehoiachin, are both sons of good king 
Josiah, but unlike him, violence and conflict 
seemed to cling to them like a magnet.

 Do you know of anyone who trouble seems to 
follow? What might be some contributing 
factors for this? What follows us when we 
follow the LORD?



Caged up

 The surrounding nations were fed up with their 

behavior and conduct, just like God was, so 

God allows an alliance to form between 

those countries

 Once mighty kings of Israel and Judah, they 

were treated no better than a wild animal, 

captured in a net, led away, and caged, lest 

they do any more damage

 When might you see God put limits on 
something? How does He go about doing it? 



The source

 Moving from a lioness and her cubs, there is 
one more king who is described as a vine in 
a vineyard, which was very fruitful since it 
was near abundant water

 This place of nourishment can be 
compared to the blood-line of David that 
Israel and Judah’s kings came from, which 
initially meant instant success because of 
the dynasty’s connection to the true God

 Like a plant, what do you see when a 
person is well-nourished by staying 
connected to the source? What do you see 
if they become disconnected? How can 
certain indicators be deceiving?



A house of cards
 Though some hints of past fruitfulness remained, like the 

strong stems, the vine begins to have a mind of its own, 
growing upward instead of staying on the ground and 
being used to make rulers’ scepters

 Zedekiah, Josiah’s other son, was the last ruler of Judah, 
because although there were still resources at his 
disposal, he mismanaged them and Judah came down 
like a house of cards apart from God

 Which things are more likely to fall apart if the Lord is not 
guiding them? How is their structure tested and stressed? 
How might the Lord reinforce and stabilize them?


