
Dear Friends in Christ, 

     When Jesus sent his disciples out to every nation, he told 

them to baptize and to teach.  He told them to teach people 

everything he had commanded them – everything!  That is 

quite the educational odyssey.  In this article I will comment 

more on my experiences in education, but I know not every-

one is interested in reading long arti-

cles.  If you feel that way, then here 

is the short version:  I want to dis-

cuss education and the future of our 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran School with 

you at an open forum on March 23rd 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  I 

believe that the state of the states 

and the world around us, in light of 

Jesus’ mandate, demands our mis-

sional engagement and I see our 

school as the most logical and profit-

able path forward to fulfilling the 

Lord’s call.  I look forward to seeing 

you there, and maybe even connect-

ing with you in the article below. 

     I wonder what comes to mind for 

you when you think about education.  

As you read that word, did images of 

classrooms and desks come to mind?  As you think about 

education a little more, do you remember the smell of chalk 

dust, or the sound of a mechanical bell at the end of the day, 

or the school bell rung by a rope in a one-room country 

school?  Do you remember the names of teachers and class-

mates?  Do you remember the lessons you learned and the 

grades you received?  

     We can tell by our diverse memories that school is differ-

ent for everyone, even though school districts invest count-

less dollars and hours every year to standardize the American 

system of learning.  As I have worked with youth and adults 

over the years of my ministry, there are three realities I  

deal with most often concerning our patterns of education  

in these United States.  First, very few people I serve say  

the school they attended was a “perfect fit.”  Second, even 

though school was in many ways a trial (and for some,  

left real and tangible wounds), most people I meet can re-

member one teacher or friend that “got them through.”  

Third, letter grades on assignments are not the best indicator 

of intelligence.  

     I’d like to know, brothers and sisters in Christ, was your 

school a good fit for you?  It may have been a highlight of your 

life.  I’ll reveal my bias and say openly that I never felt like I “fit” 

or “belonged” in school.  My favorite classroom would have 

been my dad’s garage or grandpa’s farm.  I still believe that alge-

bra and geometry and trigonometry can be taught just as effec-

tively in the machine shed as the classroom.  Science happens 

every day in barnyards and pastures 

and fields all around us.  A family’s 

backyard or the local park offer end-

less educational opportunity.  I really 

didn’t need a high school PE class be-

cause farm work and my lawn mowing 

business were my regular exercise.  

Weight lifting was easy compared to 

the workouts of tossing square bales 

or loading hogs or fixing fence.  I need-

ed help in English and Literature, but 

was not open to that until I was on  

my own after high school.  My educa-

tional preference is still that the class-

room should be a supplement to hands

-on learning, rather than the laborato-

ry of life being a supplement to the 

institution.  

     The classroom always felt too small 

and the time inside on one chair at a desk way too long.  I 

watch my own kids and the youth I have served over the years, 

and by nature few sit still – if any – if ever.  We were made by 

God to actively investigate and explore our world with excite-

ment for the mysteries all around us and awe for the impene-

trability of its existential nature.  Only as an adult did I begin to 

understand why many of the boys in my class carved into and 

wrote graffiti on the wooden tops of their desks.  When I be-

gan to study Education at Concordia University Wisconsin, I 

realized why there were so many fights in our school and so 

many of us had to serve time in detention or fulfill community 

service hours.  It didn’t take long to earn a label like “at risk,” 

or “LD,” or “slow.”  I look back at the most difficult kids I went 

to school with, and they were not bad or unintelligent.  They 

were trapped.  Most of us felt pent-up, some by brokenness at 

home as much as the four walls at school (not to mention the 

unseen walls of enigmatic social structures).  The best teachers 

knew this. 

     My 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Voss, stands out in my memory 

for the way she treated each individual student based on char-
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acter, background, and personality.  Her classroom conduct 

was based on her awareness of our strengths and insecurities 

more than the school curriculum or standardized tests.  She 

would not let me get away with handing in blank assignments 

when I was fine with taking the zero and skipping the work I 

didn’t understand.  She would not believe me when I said I left 

my glasses at my grandparents’, or that I had miraculously 

outgrown my need for them.  She called my mom if she 

caught me in a lie or if I withdrew from school activities.  She 

wouldn’t let me quit. 

     In middle school, my math teacher worked with kids the 

same way.  Mrs. Hawkinson was new to the school and took a 

lot of abuse from our obnoxious class, but she didn’t quit.  

She yelled at us a lot, but she didn’t give up.  When I strug-

gled, she gave me extra help.  Eventually, because of her, I was 

one of a group that made it into the more advanced Algebra 

and Geometry classes in high school.  Like Mrs. Voss, she saw 

her teaching as more than just a job – it was a mission.  She 

didn’t “teach math,” she taught children about math.  

     I am sure I have told you about Mr. Schaefer, the shop 

teacher who got me my first machine shop job when I was 16 

and about to drop out of school.  I never went back to high 

school, but he got me on-the-job credit so I could graduate.  

On graduation day, because the school made a big deal out of 

our class ranking, I remember that I was in just about the ex-

act middle of my 60 member class and graduated high school 

with a cumulative GPA of 2.65.  I can’t tell you what grades I 

got in various classes, except that I was in honors biology and 

got an A for all of my on-the-job training. 

     I recall my educational journey here because I want you to 

think about your own educational journey.  The challenge 

before our teachers and educational systems is vast.  The 

world is moving ever more quickly and information and tech-

nology only become more complex.  In many ways, the sys-

tem is working – that is, we are mostly successful in moving 

our kids through the system and preparing them to work and 

live in the world.  But you will notice in my story, and perhaps 

your own, that something is missing. 

     Mrs. Voss belonged to a church in the town where I grew 

up.  I believe that Mrs. Hawkinson grew up in a church in 

southern Illinois.  I know Mr. Schaefer believed in Jesus.  We 

just couldn’t talk about Jesus in school.  We were taught that 

evolution was our source of life and the only reality that gave 

meaning to our death.  We were told to do our personal best 

so that we could be prepared for our future, but success was 

mostly measured by material wealth and academic achieve-

ment.  Athletes were admired above all and life in school was 

great for popular people, but most students didn’t find them-

selves in those categories.  Sports and social rank are tempo-

rary, so even though most students were excited to graduate 

many found themselves wondering who they were and what 

was next.  

     As we teach everything Jesus has taught, we have some-

thing to offer that secular education does not.  We have the 

ability to offer the same classes that any other school can offer, 

only we can teach those in the context of Christian doctrine.  

We can address where we came from, where we fit in the 

present, and where we find hope for a future in light of eternal 

peace with our creator who cares for our every need of body, 

mind, and soul.  We have the ability to say that certain behav-

iors are beneficial and others are not.  We can say that there is 

such a thing as right and wrong and that truth exists – that 

Jesus is the truth.  

     I have shared some of my perspectives with you.  Now it is 

your turn.  Put your thoughts and ideas together and be there 

on March 23rd.  I look forward to you educating me and all of 

us learning together. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

 

 

Midweek Lent Services 
 

5:15 p.m. Worship Service  

                    (mask required) 

 

7:00 p.m. Worship Service  

                    (mask optional) 
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Patient Endurance  
By Rev. Kevin Koester 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     As you read this, I pray that God would richly bless you 

with every good and perfect gift.  For all of us, this remains a 

challenging world to live in.  Sometimes, it can be difficult to 

see the forest for the trees, so we ask that God would open 

our eyes to the ever-flowing stream of blessings that we re-

ceive from Him.  Speaking of blessings and encouragement, 

we have been hearing from many of you lately, letting us 

know that you have received or are close to receiving your 

first round of the vaccine or even your second round.  This is 

good news and we are happy to share in your joy and relief at 

the prospect of being able to gather with us again soon.  Pas-

tor Chris and I have also received the good news that clergy 

are now able to receive their vaccinations, so we have put our 

names on the list with our doctors and we soon hope to re-

ceive communication letting us know 

that it is time to come in.  Until then, we 

will need to be patient.  And it just so 

happens that we are now in a season that 

is all about patience.  As of Ash Wednes-

day (February 17th), we began a period of 

forty days of preparation and waiting in 

the season of Lent.  

     Lent is not the only time that the 

number 40 is used in the context of the 

church.  In fact, forty is a significant num-

ber throughout all of Scripture.  Some 

people have even suggested to me that 

40 might be one of God’s favorite num-

bers.  As we peruse the Old Testament, 

we see that Noah and his family watched 

in the ark as it rained for forty days and 

forty nights.  The prophet Jonah warned 

those in Nineveh that their city would be overthrown in 40 

days if they did not repent.  And in the New Testament, Jesus 

fasted for 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness before He 

was tempted by Satan.  Additionally, Jesus spent 40 days ap-

pearing to people after His resurrection and before His ascen-

sion into heaven.  Usually, numbers aren’t repeated like this 

unless there is some kind of meaning behind it.  In all of these 

references to 40 day periods, the people involved needed to 

wait and be patient in difficult circumstances.  During the sea-

son of Lent, we do something similar.  It is difficult to be faced 

with our sins and also the thought of Jesus’ excruciating ef-

forts to rid us of them. 

     As we entered into Lent, I couldn’t help but be reminded 

of another time during which we had to wait.  It was during 

the season of Lent, almost a year ago, that we were forced to 

cease the most natural thing for a Christian to do:  be togeth-

er in worship.  Our patience then began to be tested, in al-

most every area of life.  Shorter time tables became longer 

ones.  Preparations began to be made for the long haul, rather 

than temporary fixes.  And we are still waiting and still need-

ing to be patient about a great many things.  On a personal 

level, I still have not experienced a regular Holy Week or a 

regular Easter as a pastor.  About a year ago, it would have 

gone without saying that I would have one of each under my 

belt by now, but it has not yet come to pass.  This year, I 

hope, will provide something close to what I would have ex-

perienced otherwise, but I know there will still be a number 

of members who will be watching via livestream.  We proba-

bly won’t have the overflow numbers and the extra seats in 

place, but we will still most likely be better off than we were 

at this time last year.  

     I know that you also have a great many things that you 

wish you could have been doing, that have had to be put on 

hold.  But there’s another important part that comes with 

each story where 40 days occurs.  At the very end, there is 

something good to remind us of where all of this is going or 

what the purpose of all of this was.  For Noah, the flood wa-

ters receded and the ark came to rest on Mount Ararat and 

there was a rainbow in the sky, promising that this kind of 

destruction would never happen again.  

Before the 40 days expired in Nineveh, 

Jonah’s preaching caused the people to 

repent of their sins and turn away from 

their wickedness.  Though Jesus was 

starving and exhausted in the wilderness, 

He did not give in to Satan’s tempta-

tions, remaining the perfect sacrifice for 

our sin.  And though Jesus’ appearances 

after His resurrection showed us our 

difficult task of witnessing in the world, 

we know that we will nevertheless be 

brought to heaven with Him when He 

returns. 

     When I was studying at Concordia 

St. Paul, I took a course on the Book of 

Revelation taught by a retired pastor.  

He had a voice that you could listen to 

for hours and He ended up being one of my favorite profes-

sors.  One day, he brought in a painting that he had in his 

office.  It was an abstract painting, with all kinds of different 

colors and designs, but there was also a unifying shade of blue 

that went through the whole picture.  What he said was that 

this represented that patient endurance of the saints.  In Rev-

elation 3:10, it says “Because you have kept my word about 

patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that 

is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the 

earth.”  Even though believers are subjected to all kinds of 

different trials and come from varying places here in the 

world, there is at least one way in which we are all waiting 

for the same thing.  During Lent, all believers are drawn to 

the cross and the tomb.  And at all times, we stay alert, wait-

ing for Christ to return.  And good things do come to those 

who wait. 

 

In our Savior’s name, 

Pastor Kevin 

 

“Because you have kept 

my word about patient 

endurance, I will keep  

you from the hour of  

trial that is coming on  

the whole world,  

to try those who dwell 

on the earth.”   
Revelation 3:10 





Dear members of Mt. Calvary,  
 

On behalf of your elected and called congregational leaders, the Fi-

nance Board extends its thanks to you for the gifts you have given to 

this ministry.  Your response to the self addressed stamped enve-

lopes (SASE) has been very encouraging.  Another SASE is included 

in this newsletter for your convenience.   
 

In addition to our thanks for your ongoing Christian stewardship we 

are asking for your help.  When you mail your donation we ask that 

you please also use your offering envelopes.  Since offerings are recorded by envelope 

number, not by name, using your offering envelopes will alleviate the need for the finance 

board to look up the offering envelope number in order to record the offering.. 
 

2021 Offering Envelopes have been placed in the mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  If you 

would like your offering envelopes mailed to your home please contact the church office.  

If anyone did not receive a box but would like one please contact the church 

office.  
 

2020 Offering Statements are in the mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  If you 

would like your 2020 offering statement mailed to your home please contact 

the church office.   
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James Halbur 

705 3rd St SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

March 29, 30, 31 and April 1, 2 it’s our turn!   
 

This is a meaningful volunteer opportunity during Holy Week.   

It takes approximately one hour each day.   

There are still 4 routes that still need to be filled, so lots of room for volunteers! 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.   

If you have questions, contact Dan Henson.  

Reminder — Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31 
If you have a s a qualified connection to a Thrivent Financial insurance or  

annuity product you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars® to direct to our 

church or preschool each year.  Thrivent Choice Dollars® can make a pro-

found impact.  Directing Choice Dollars® costs Thrivent members nothing, 

but is a gift by Thrivent, to support recipients.  Directing dollars is as simple 

as calling the Thrivent office in Huron to let them know your choice.  

Easter Lily Donations 
During Lent no flowers are placed on the altar.  On Easter, lily plants will be placed on  
the altar.  If you would like to donate to the purchase of lilies for the altar you may put 
your donation in an envelope marked “Easter Lilies” and place it in the offering plate  
or give to Kristi Glanzer.  If the plant is given in memory of a loved one, please write  

the name(s) on the envelope.  Checks may be made payable to LWML.   
Palm Sunday, March 28 is the deadline.  Thank you.  

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Larry & Eileen Waldner 
6 Dennis & Kathy Mead 
7 Wayne & Tamara Cramer 
9 Lyman & Phyllis Bich 
20 Ron & Sharon Bittner 
22 Dave & Sue Mastel 
25 Robert & Alita Rathbun 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
1    Carla Hruby 
      Evan Adermann 
 Liz Zavesky 
2   Gerald Kaufman 
 Aaliyah Beilke 
 Tara Palmer 
 Autumn Temme 
3 Stephanie Gerrits 
 Judy Boetel 
 Reilyn Zavesky 
 Larry Koral 
 Isaiah Olson 
4 Tatum Carey 
5 Erica Wachter 
 Alex Adermann 
 Lisa Nelson 
6 Doug Winter 
 Jessica Howard 
 Lynn Reimnitz 
 Sherri Hunter 
7 Mason Moeding 
 Jayda Hennrich 
8 Lauren Clark 
 Noah Boehrns 
 Teresa Fredrickson 
 Lydia Fuerst 
 Andrew Fuerst 
 Rella Quam 
 Chuck Snyder 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
9 Alyssa Schley 
 Dexter Harmon 
 Jacob Bich 
10 Cheryl Bartel 
 Miriam Eichhorn 
 Jerry Dooley 
 Vince Moser 
 Bryan Harmdierks 
11 Jennifer Maznio 
 Allison Bich 
 Reese Lemke 
 Bryan Wilson 
 Fawn Olerud 
12 Regan Glanzer 
13 Clifford Schieckoff 
 Donna Quiram 
 Baylee Rostyne 
14 Kristi Caviezel 
15 Renee Schultz 
 Nikkole Zavesky 
 Dylan Henson 
 Harley Jons 
17 Sarah Gilbert 
 Byron Harmdierks 
 Gary Doering 
18 Marilyn Bonebrake 
 James Hornig 
 Damon Winegar 
 Brian Machtemes 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
19 Jane Schley 
 Phyllis Arwood 
20 Joy Pawlowski 
 Salosha Griffith 
 Ellie Wonnenberg 
21 Adisyn Zavesky 
 Brooklyn Quiram 
22 Crayton Siedschlag 
 Leonard Wonnenberg 
23 Tara Houck 
 Jacob Donovan 
24 Pete Anderson 
25 Darrel Reuer 
 Margaret Reuer 
 Kyler Eich 
26 Andrea Stahl 
 Cody Shoultz 
27 Jason Donavon 
 Twila Gascoigne 
 Teegan Evers 
28 Jeanine Harmdierks 
 Dana Jo Wipf 
 Isaiah Decker 
30 Bruce Zavesky 
 Katelyn Gascoigne 
31 Tina Pearson 
 Ron Bittner 
 Claudia Johnson 
 Casey Decker 

MARCH BAPTISMS  
 Darrel Reuer 
1 Sidney Carey  
 Ted Bartel 
 Brad Weatherford 
2 Dean Claassen 
3 Robin Shoultz 
 Kathy Weatherford 
 Collin Boehrns 
 Derrick Howard 
4 Chuck Snyder 
 Tatum Carey 
 Makenna Porisch 
5 Geraldine Dunn 
8 Gerald Kaufman 
 Cody Kinsley 
 Brian Rand 
9 Sherri Blaseg  
 Margie Caviezel 
 Joshua Leachman 
 Chase Temme 
10 Patricia Hotchkiss 
11 Alyssa Tucker 
12 Doug Winter 
 Sandra Stolt 

MARCH BAPTISMS  
 Sean Lemke 
 Madyson Schroder 
 Jaelyn Hamilton 
13 Barbara Moser 
 Andrea Brueggeman 
 Tara Clark 
 Rebecca Harmdierks 
 Andrew Borkowski 
14 Adam Thuestad 
 Joshua Thuestad 
 Donna Quiram 
 Brylee Hamilton 
 Josh Ziegeldorf 
15 Jessica Howard 
 Evan Adermann 
 Ryker Lammey 
 Dean Fuerst 
16 Kenzie Kleinsasser 
17 Carla Hruby 
 Alex Adermann 
18 Rosalie Pownell 
 Mandy Siedschlag 
 Clyde Zirpel 
 

MARCH BAPTISMS  
 Ireland Hennrich 
 Sawyer Hennrich 
20 Kristi Evans 
 Gladys Dick 
 Reilyn Zavesky 
21 Karen Johnston 
 Chad Kohlmeyer 
22 Clinton Schieckoff 
 Phyllis Bich 
23 Donald Hein 
 Jacob Donovan 
24 Shirley Lang 
 Larry Koral 
 Ashley Root 
26 Thomas Boetel 
 Debbie Jungemann 
27 Dennis Owens 
 Rick Gascoigne 
28 Kristen Bich 
 Avery Lace 
30 Lynn Reimnitz 
 Janell Beckman 
31 Jason Mastel 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     Greetings from Mt. Calvary Preschool!  We hope you had a splendid February, we sure 

did.  We started to learn about the five senses; for hearing, we played a game where several 

plastic eggs were filled with various objects (rice, paperclips, beads, popcorn, etc.) and the 

kids took turns shaking the eggs and guessing what was inside!  The week after that we had 

a fun taste test!  We had them sample nine different foods, and they had to tell me if it was 

bitter, salty, sweet or sour.  Then they gave me a thumbs up or thumbs down to indicate if 

they liked it or not!  It's always fun to see the lemon reaction!  We continued through all 

the five senses doing various activities.  Now we have finished up that unit and will move 

onto something new next month.  

     For our Bible time, we have been following Jesus and his disciples on their journey to spread God's word.  One story we 

focused on was Jesus calming the storm.  Storms can be scary, especially for children so this was a good example they could 

relate to about fear.  The disciples in the sinking boat faced overwhelming fears.  But when Jesus so quickly calmed the storm, 

their fears were quickly replaced with awe and worship.  In the instant the storm ceased, the disciples began to realize more 

fully who Jesus was.  He had demonstrated his power in healing people, but never before had he done anything of this magni-

tude.  Jesus then asked some pointed questions.  He seemed surprised that the disciples’ faith was so weak.  After all they had 

seen, they hadn’t fully grasped who Jesus was or what he was capable of.  I feel like we are the same way sometimes in our walk 

with Jesus!  

     I hoped you enjoyed this glimpse into what we are up to at the preschool.                                                  — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  
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Return Service Requested 

Palm Sunday  

Sunday, March 28   8:00 a.m.  Worship Service (Livestreamed) 

    9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 

    9:15 a.m.  Bible Study (Livestreamed) 

  10:30 a.m.  Worship Service (Livestreamed)  
 

Maundy Thursday  

Thursday, April 1   7:00 p.m.  Worship Service with Communion (Livestreamed)  
 

Good Friday  

Friday, April 2 12:10 p.m.  Tenebrae Worship Service (Livestreamed) 

    7:00 p.m.  Tenebrae Worship Service (Livestreamed) 
 

Easter Vigil 

Saturday, April 3   7:00 p.m.  Easter Vigil Worship Service (Livestreamed) 
 

Easter  

Sunday, April 4   6:30 a.m.  Sunrise Worship Service (Livestreamed) 
    7:30 a.m.  Easter Breakfast  

    8:30 a.m.  Worship Service with Communion (Livestreamed) 
    10:30 a.m.  Worship Service with Communion (Livestreamed) 


