
The Book of Ezekiel



On the path

 After God lays out the actions and 
characteristics of the righteous person, He does 
not say if he does these things, but if he walks in 
them, he will live

 Walking is often used to communicate a 
person’s whole journey through life, not merely 
checking off a list on a few occasions, 
reminding us again that righteousness results 
from our relationship to God

 What might be different when we walk in 
righteousness, rather than simply doing righteous 
things? What comfort does that bring us?



Mirror image

 Following our introduction to the righteous 
father, we meet his son who is the mirror 
image and opposite of everything that was 
good about his father

 Although parents may teach their children 
about God’s Word, sometimes the next 
generation veers in the other direction, either 
on purpose or even without noticing, and 
they are responsible

 Why might faith not pass from one generation 
to the next? What goes wrong when it 
doesn’t? What goes right when it does?



Come back to me

 In verse 14, there is a third generation, who 

turns back to the Lord, by not doing any of 

the things his father did and returning to the 

actions of his grandfather

 This shows God’s willingness to accept and re-

accept people back into the fold with Him, 

instead of always holding their faults or the 

faults of others against them

 What could be happening if a person falls out 
of faith rapidly or frequently? What could be 

a remedy for them?



No stone unturned

 God senses that the people think this is unfair 

and so even though He does not have to, He 

explains His reasoning

 Since God wishes no one to die eternally, He 

Himself will not close off any avenues for them 

to be saved, but it is their responsibility to turn 

away from their deadly actions

 What is difficult about having responsibility? 

Which things are Christians responsible for 
and not responsible for in their faith life?



Abundant life

 God says that if the person 
does turn, they will live, but 
He’s not necessarily talking 
about physical life and death

 Instead, God speaks of eternal 
life, which He gives to all those 
who are faithful even to the 
point of physical death

 What might be discouraging 
about the prospect of 
needing faith for that long? 
Why might this be 
encouraging on someone’s 
death bed?



I the LORD never 

change

 Even though God saves sinners by forgiving 

their guilt, the people say that He is arbitrary 

and unpredictable, because of this 

perceived change in the way that He rules

 Nevertheless, God has been consistent 

throughout, by telling them that life is found 

only in Him and all other paths are harmful

 How do people today bemoan God’s 

supposed inconsistency? What can we say in 
those times? When should we not say 

anything?


