
     Like many of you, I have listened to a couple of presidents 

speak at various times and places in January.  As I write this 

passage, the last presidential comment I heard still weighs 

heavy on my heart.  Joe Biden has declared, “The Biden-

Harris Administration is committed to codifying Roe v. Wade 

and appointing judges that respect foundational precedents 

like Roe.”  During the next four years at least, those of us 

who are pro-life will suffer great losses in our movement as 

more children are lost to abortion.  People who would other-

wise be mothers and fathers lose treasures unseen in the 

present, only to gain future burdens heavier than they alone 

can bear.  In fact, this policy and all who support it put the 

future of our entire nation at risk. 

     I can only assume that some folks, even from our own 

congregation, stopped reading this article after seeing that 

first paragraph.  Abortion is a divisive issue.  We as a nation 

are divided on the issue of abortion as we are divided on the 

presidents we elect.  We find the same divisions at Mt. Calva-

ry, and our private conversations and social media exchanges 

illustrate that fact.  As another president noted in his time, 

America is a house divided. 

     Abe Lincoln saw the America he served as a house divided 

and broken by slavery and war and political upheaval that 

continued up until and beyond the day he was assassinated.  

The words he used from scripture were proved right – a 

house divided cannot long stand.  It will become all one thing 

or all the other.  For Lincoln's day, this would mean that all of 

America would become slave holding, or slave holding would 

be eliminated from every state.  It took a great war to deter-

mine the outcome.  I can't help but worry that the matter of 

abortion will be determined in a similar way. 

     In his second inaugural address Lincoln spoke with slavery 

in mind,  

“The Almighty has his own purposes. 'Woe unto the 

world because of offenses; for it must needs be that 

offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the of-

fense cometh.' If we suppose that American slavery is 

one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, 

must needs come, but which, having continued through 

His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that 

He gives to both North and South this terrible war as 

woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we 

discern therein any departure from those divine attrib-

utes which the believers in a living God always ascribe 

to him?”   

And a little later in the same speech,  

“If God wills that [this war] continue until...every drop of 

blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn 

by the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so 

still it must be said 'the judgments of the Lord are true 

and righteous altogether.'” 

     Oh what a struggle we may yet have to endure!  What if, 

dear brothers and sisters in Christ, abortion is the scourge of 

our day as slavery was the scourge in Lincoln's?  I ask this be-

cause I have heard in too many conversations, and seen in too 

many on-line posts, comments that relegate the issue of abor-

tion to a secondary position of importance in matters of politi-

cal debate.  My friends, 62.5 million abortions have occurred 

since Roe v. Wade. 2363 abortions happen every day.  Every 90 

seconds a Planned Parenthood ends the life of an unborn child.  

This is primary to our politics and political discussions because 

it is primary to the author of life Himself. 

     No political person, no matter how kind or well-meaning, 

can guarantee or secure the well-being of this or any other 

country while promoting policies in opposition to the will of 

Almighty God.  No public figure or common citizen moved by 

the Lord to protect the unborn is a failure, even though he or 

she be mocked by the media, or members of congress, or the 

popular abortion culture.  We are called to oppose these 

movements of evil in our land. 

     Another quote from another president sticks with me from 

my reading this last week.  I was reading the inaugural address-

es from past presidents for the sake of perspective.  In 1869, 

Ulysses S. Grant shared this plan,  

“I shall on all subjects have a policy to recommend, but 

none to enforce against the will of the people. Laws are  

to govern all alike – those opposed as well as those  

who favor them. I know no method to secure the repeal 

of bad or obnoxious laws so effective as their stringent 

execution.”  

I believe there is truth in Grant's assertion that can be applied 

in the case of Joe Biden's aggressive push for abortion.  I hope 

that his arrogant and proud passion to inspire such evil draws 

attention to the great abomination abortion is in our world, so 

that it is seen clearly for the atrocious plague it has become, 

but I pray that our voices will be a great and united witness 

against the horror he will create in the meantime.  

     It is for times like these that I keep a picture on the east 

wall of my office.  The picture is a black and white image of 

Gino Bartali riding a mountain road on his bicycle as he makes 

his way to winning the 1948 Tour de France.  It was his second 

(continued on page 2) 

A couple presidents and a picture on my wall 
By Rev. Chris Navurskis, Senior Pastor 

Journal 

“Mt. Calvary: Where New Life Begins” 

Business Name 

February 2021 

Mount Calvary  

Lutheran Church  

and Preschool 

688 Dakota Ave S 

Huron, SD 57350 



Page 2 JOURNAL 

 

“Consider the source,” the old saying goes.   

 

In the midst of controversial and troubling news streaming into our eyes and ears every day, I would ask you to do exactly 

that, brothers and sisters of Mt. Calvary.  In fact, I would invite you to try something that may be new to you and your family:  

World News Group.  You can find it at world.wng.org.  Pastor and Debbie Sattgast invited me to check it out a while ago and I 

am glad I did.  A description of World’s mission follows.  I hope you take a look or enjoy a listen.  Their podcast is especially 

helpful.  

In Christ, Pastor Chris 

 

World News Group-Who We Are 
WORLD produces sound journalism, grounded in facts and biblical truth. Through print magazines, online articles, 
and podcast programs, our trained journalists report on current events both global and national so that readers and 
listeners can see how God is at work in the world, no matter the headlines. 
 
World News Group-Who We Serve 
WORLD readers and listeners are made up of thoughtful believers who aim to competently talk about and pray about 
the news. They can think for themselves and prefer to draw their own conclusions. They want the truth, and they un-
derstand that the truth demands a biblical context, or it’s not the whole truth. News delivered this way compels them 
to act. Led by the Spirit, they are often emboldened to pray, love, and serve others in light of what they learn. 

win, having previously won in 1938.  He should have recorded 

many more victories in those 10 years, but the tour was not 

held between the years of 1940 and 1946.  World War II ru-

ined most of Europe during those years and destroyed lives as 

well as lifestyles.  

     Even though Gino didn't race he did keep training, even as 

Hitler's fascist movement brought immense strife to his be-

loved Italy.  Gino would ride hills and valleys for long miles, 

regularly seeking food and refuge in a catholic church at the 

far end of his route.  Having rested he would log more long 

miles on his winding return, but he was working on more than 

his physical conditioning. 

     Gino was working with various secret agents hidden along 

his route that were determined to rescue the Jews Hitler was 

working to exterminate.  Hidden in Gino's bike frame and seat 

post were identification papers and pictures that would be 

used to create passports that would deliver Jewish families to 

new homes out of harm's way.  He was the courier for others 

on the front lines.  

     He was working under a great opposition during a dark 

time marked by tragic losses of human life.  Twice he was de-

tained, and questioned and threatened with torture.  He kept 

riding.  Once he was seen in a busy and important train depot 

buying bottles of wine for all around and entertaining travelers 

and SS guards with stories of famous races won and lost.  

Meanwhile Jews who had been hidden under train cars on an 

incoming transport were removed from their hiding places and 

smuggled into local vineyards.  He was the perfect distraction. 

     It may very well be, my fellow servants of Christ, that we 

work in similar ways while the darkness grows and the opposi-

tion seeks to rid our country of the pro-life movement.  Even 

as the opposition advances, claims a growing territory and 

boasts of its numbers, our voices are a constant threat.  The 

word we preach is the proclamation of their undoing even as 

they claim victory.  The one who leads us has faced death and 

swallowed it up forever.  “O death, where is your victory? O 

death, where is your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the 

power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Your friend and fellow worker,  

Pastor Chris 
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Lifting the Burden 
By Rev. Kevin Koester 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     I pray that this article finds you at peace, well-rested, resili-

ent, and strong in your faith.  However, I know that there are 

some who might admit that one or more of those words and 

adjectives do not adequately express where they are at this 

very moment in time.  Even if that is the case, I am confident 

that God will grant you whatever you need and more to be 

able to extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one.  

     As a pastor, sometimes it is remarkable how quickly things 

move in ministry.  There are a couple major seasons where 

there is much thought, planning, contemplation, and energy 

required.  One of them is Advent leading into Christmas and 

the second one is the season of Lent leading up to Easter.  

There is a period in January where it feels as though things 

have settled down and there is time to reflect before the next 

season comes.  However, the window often closes more 

quickly than might be anticipated and Ash Wednesday arrives 

on our doorstep. 

     Most Christians seem to instinctively know what is ex-

pected of them as they come for services on Ash Wednesday 

and we enter into the season of Lent.  As opposed to other 

seasons, they know that they should be much more contem-

plative and reflective, rather than giddy and frivolous.  The 

focus is on preparing our hearts for cleansing and sanctifica-

tion by the Holy Spirit.  And as an outward marking of the 

message that we hear and the mindset that we practice, we 

receive ashes mixed with oil upon our foreheads, to remind 

us of what it says in Genesis 3:19: “for you are dust, and to dust 

you shall return.”  It’s a sobering reminder of 

what is really going on in this world, alt-

hough the outer shell sometimes makes it 

seem as though things are different than 

they really are.  We were in desperate need 

of a Savior and thanks be to God that He 

sent His one and only Son for us! 

     Like so many other things in these past 

months, Ash Wednesday will be different 

than we have become accustomed to in 

years past.  We are still ruminating on the 

subject of how those ashes will be applied 

to the foreheads of all those who choose to 

attend in-person.  And I am sure that there 

will be other logistical questions that come 

up as the day draws nearer.  

     But another Ash Wednesday difference 

this year will hopefully serve as an enhance-

ment rather than the detractors we have so often seen in 

other places.  During our meeting at the beginning of January 

and in a few other conversations, Pastor Chris and I have 

been discussing an idea.  We wanted to find a way that we 

could honor the service and the labor of those who have 

helped us get through these horrific months that we have 

endured.  The number of people who have helped is vast and 

their lines of work are very diverse.  

     Going back to the beginning of everything in March of 

2020, people had no idea what this news that they were re-

ceiving actually meant.  As a result, people emptied shelves at 

the grocery store, bought up every conceivable necessary 

item, and did many other things that gave them a sense of 

groundedness in a world that was becoming increasingly fluid.  

We are very grateful for everyone who stuck their neck out 

and made sure that everyone had what they needed when 

they needed it.  As we thought further about what we could 

do, it was apparent that we would not be able to thank and 

recognize everyone, but we did not want that to keep us 

from recognizing altogether.  

     From all the stories and first-hand accounts of what the 

frontlines of the pandemic have been like, we certainly feel as 

though our healthcare workers have earned special recogni-

tion.  We are certain that they have come home from many 

long days of wearing masks, shields, and gloves, worried 

about their own health, the health of their family members, 

and the health of the community as a whole.  It has been a 

tremendous weight and a heavy burden.  And we thought 

that Ash Wednesday would be a fitting day on which to rec-

ognize them for what they have done.  So, we plan to invite 

the healthcare workers from our congregation to come and 

be recognized in either of the services on that day.  In addi-

tion, we hope to be able to reach as many healthcare work-

ers in our community as we can, even if they are not mem-

bers of Mt. Calvary, and recognize them in some way. 

     For our theme for the season of Lent, we have settled on 

a verse from the book of Isaiah, chapter 53, verse 4, which 

says: “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,  

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.”  

Throughout the whole Old Testament, 

there were many prophecies about who 

this Messiah would be.  And Jesus lived up 

to each and every single one of those 

prophecies that are recorded for us in 

Scripture.  Not only the ones which talked 

about the circumstances surrounding His 

birth or His heritage, but the ones which 

had to do with the specifics of His saving 

work.  

     Just like our healthcare workers and 

people in general as of late, Jesus faced tre-

mendous strain and a heavy burden in the 

life that He lived for those 33 years on 

earth.  He lived in obedience and submis-

sion to all that the Father willed for Him, as 

He prayed “not as I will, but as you will.”  And 

the burden of our sins passed from us to 

Him.  But the combined weight of all humanity’s iniquity did 

not crush Him, as it would have done to any of us.  He car-

ried it with Him to the cross, so that it would linger no more 

with us.  Oh, what a wonderful feeling to have it be lifted and 

it surely has been, because of Christ!  

In our Savior’s name, 

Pastor Kevin 





Dear members of Mt. Calvary,  
 

On behalf of your elected and called congregational leaders, the Fi-

nance Board extends its thanks to you for the gifts you have given to 

this ministry.  Your response to the self addressed stamped enve-

lopes (SASE) has been very encouraging.  Another SASE is included 

in this newsletter for your convenience.   
 

In addition to our thanks for your ongoing Christian stewardship we 

are asking for your help.  When you mail your donation we ask that 

you please also use your offering envelopes.  Since offerings are recorded by envelope 

number, not by name, using your offering envelopes will alleviate the need for the finance 

board to look up the offering envelope number in order to record the offering.. 
 

2021 Offering Envelopes have been placed in the mailboxes in the Fellowship 

Hall.  If you would like your offering envelopes mailed to your home please 

contact the church office.  If anyone did not receive a box but would like one 

please contact the church office.  
 

2020 Offering Statements are in the mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  If you 

would like your 2020 offering statement mailed to your home please contact 

the church office.   
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Amanda Boehrns 

1775 Riverview Dr 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Cody Mead 

401 Guadalupe St, Apt 2308 

Austin  TX  78701-3149 

 

Lorraine Vincent 

1600 Lincoln Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

The Altar Flower  

calendar for 2021  

is posted on the  

Fellowship Hall  

bulletin board.   

Anyone desiring  

to provide altar 

flowers may sign  

up for any of the 

weekends listed.   
 

You may also note 

an occasion, such as 

anniversary, birth-

day, etc.  
 

If you have any 

questions, please 

contact Debbie 

Busch.  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1     Kathy Weatherford 
 Nathan Dick 
2 Melissa Machtemes 
3     Jesse Evans 
       Lori Messegee 
       Lisa Meyer 
 Donna Bartel 
 Heather Wilson 
4 Ted Bartel 
5     James Tapken 
 Stacy Boonstra 
6 Janell Beckman 
7     Geraldine Dunn 
       Art Donnell 
 Cody Payton 
8      Teresa Hofer 
       Karen Donovan 
 Brad Weatherford 
 Alex Jacobs, Jr. 
 Arianna Steely 
9   Penny Dooley 
 Andrea Brueggeman 
 Kerry Niederbaumer 
 Ryan Kruse 
10   Cynthia Privett 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
10 Mandy Siedschlag 
 Kelly Christopherson 
11    Gladys Dick 
12    Audrey Davis 
       Cody Kinsley 
 Heather Pfitzer 
 Chase Temme 
14 Val Witham 
 Ron Schmidt 
 Justice Donovan 
 Louise Hasche 
15    Sherri Blaseg  
 Jill Harmdierks 
       Barb Schley 
 Josh Ziegeldorf 
 16   Barb Wenz 
       Scott North 
17 Betty Crandall 
 Shirley Lang 
 Tamara Cramer 
 Kristina Van Scharrel 
 Patricia Hotchkiss 
18 Clinton Schieckoff 
19 Rosalie Pownell 
20 Christian Ellis 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
21 Jake Hafner, Jr. 
 Brian Rand 
 Samantha Christopherson 
22 Dean Fuerst 
23 Mitchell Evans 
 Raymond Jager 
 Chae Greenwood 
24 Sandra Stolt 
 Charles Gascoigne 
 Kelly Hennrich 
25 Dennis Mead 
 Kristen Bich 
 Jaden Kuehl 
26 Denise Gascoigne 
 Skye Dorn 
 Connor Kinsley 
 Tyler Kinsley 
27 Darwin Maas 
28 Dennis Decker 
 Rylee Airheart 
 Alyxander Busch 
 Clyde Zirpel 
29 Stacy Strickler 

FEBRUARY BAPTISMS  
 LeRoy Deneke 
 Ginger Moeding 
1 Amy Hall 
 Kelsey Jo Henson 
2 Ralph Borkowski 
3 Steve Arbach 
4 Beverly Kohlmeyer 
5 Benjamin Quam 
 Gail Haeder 
 Russell Donovan 
 DeAndre Kogel 
6 Kristi Glanzer 
8 Brandon Dooley 
 Nancy Frank 
9 Bradley Henson 
 Kristina Kogel 
11 Allen Merriam 
12 Amy Fullerton 
 Linda Harder 
 Clarissa Hanson 
14 Jack Boetel 
 Vanessa Thompson 
 Karen North 
15 Nelson Terkildsen 
 Lacey Bich 
16 Vicki Claassen 
 Val Witham 

FEBRUARY BAPTISMS  
18 Chris Hruby 
19 Rick Kohlmeyer 
 Richard Porter 
 Karissa Schroder 
20 Lori Messegee 
 Lisa Meyer 
21 Dora Jean Wipf 
 Jay Thomas 
 Devan Nelson 
22 Todd Schroeder 
 Madison Pftizer 
24 Donna Bartel 
26 Jenna Adams 
 Aniya Busch 
27 Carey Hintz 
28 Tatum Carey 
 Rylee Airheart 
 Eugene Dennis 
29 Heather Pfitzer 
30 Tanner Marone  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
12 Collin & Doris Knudson 
14 William & Carolyn Quiram 
 Tom & Roxanne Ford 
16 Dennis & Paulette Owens 
 Bennie & Judy Boetel 
19 Ron & Joan Russell 
24 Marco & Kelli Medina 
26 Ronald & Ruth Nelson 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     Greetings from the preschool!  The first month of the new year flew on by, and now we 

are looking forward to February!  Last month our circle time lessons were on feelings.  We 

had three objectives, to identify feelings, understand ways of safely expressing feelings, and to 

practice discussing feelings.  These are important things for little heart and minds, and we had 

a lot of fun acting out the many feelings we have.  Children who learn how to understand 

emotions in themselves and others are better able to regulate their own responses to strong 

emotions.  

     For our Bible stories, we learned about Jesus calling the disciples to be fishers of men.   

We of course sang the classic song, (lyrics at left) and I asked if any of the kids had been fish-

ing, only a few had!  We then discussed how you can ''fish for men'' with God's word and by 

serving others in love.  We also read about Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well, 

and how Jesus is the living water that makes our souls well and strong, just like physical water 

makes our bodies, and pets, and plants well and strong.                                  — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

I will make you fishers of men 

Fishers of men, fishers of men 

I will make you fishers of men 

If you follow me 

 

If you follow me, if you follow me 

I will make you fishers of men 

If you follow me 
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Return Service Requested 

February 17 
5:00 p.m. Imposition of Ashes 

5:15 p.m. Worship Service with  
                    Communion (mask required) 
 

6:45 p.m. Imposition of Ashes 

7:00 p.m. Worship Service with  
                    Communion (mask optional) 


