
The Book of Ezekiel



City on a hill

 Jerusalem now takes on a much different role 
as a symbol of wickedness, much like Sodom, 
rather than a shining city on a hill which 
proclaims the true God to the nations

 Instead of leading the nations to the true God, 
their reputation gives relief to those who might 
be thinking they needed to repent and believe, 
because if this is how they act, they want no 
part in God

 What do you think Christianity “symbolizes” in 
America today? How about the world? How 
accurate or inaccurate do you think people’s 
assessments of us might be?



More than they 

deserve

 After taking nearly the whole chapter to spell 
out for them the predicament they had gotten 
themselves into, God does an about-face and 
looks back through the weeds to the beginning 
of their relationship

 As soon as the accumulated debt has been 
paid off, God will not release them from the 
oath he made in her youth and he will instead 
add to his covenant by multiplying its length of 
time endlessly

 When might a person become more blessed 
than they expected, even in bad times? How 
about in good times?



It’s in the past

 Israel was made to stand out and be 
unsurpassed by any other nation, so being 
“sisters” with any other country was a shameful 
indicator of how far they had fallen, since sisters 
are equals

 Out of the blue, God restores Israel’s status, 
demoting other nations to daughters, and says 
there is no need to bring up the past anymore, 
because it has all been atoned for

 How, specifically, can ours or others’ pasts be 
used to trip us up? On the other hand, how 
does God frame the past to encourage and 
uplift us?



Double meaning

 Chapter 17 begins an abrupt shift into a riddle 
or a parable about two eagles and a vine, 
which has both a political meaning and a 
spiritual meaning 

 The first eagle is Babylon, who has plucked a 
twig from the tree by setting up a puppet king in 
Jerusalem, but God says that the twig has been 
planted and sprouted, despite bad 
circumstances

 Can you think about examples from Scripture 
when somebody was able to thrive in bad 
circumstances? How about in life today? What 
was key for them?



The grass is always 

greener

 The second eagle is Egypt, which wants 
Jerusalem to join them in their quest to 
overthrow the mighty Babylonians and 
Jerusalem is eager to accept the offer, moving 
their roots to be watered by them

 Despite the seemingly good alternative, it was 
God’s will that they thrive under the first eagle, 
but now that they have chosen the second, 
they will wither away and not thrive

 What are some examples of things that the 
world says are bad, but God shows us are 
actually good? What reasoning is used by the 
world to dismiss them?


