
     When I read Roger Kropuenske’s November newsletter 

article, it took my mind to 1 Corinthians 3.  Here we find 

Paul instructing the early church.  They were squabbling about 

proper teaching techniques, as some were taught by him and 

some had been taught by Apollos.  He addresses them with 

these words in verses 9-14, “For we are God’s fellow workers, 

you are God’s field, God’s building. By the grace God has given me, 

I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is build-

ing on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one 

can lay a foundation, other than one which is already laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. If any man builds on the foundation using gold, silver, 

costly stones, wood, hay, or straw his work will be shown for what 

it is, because the day will bring it to 

light. It will be revealed with fire, 

and the fire will test the quality of 

each man’s work. If what he built 

survives, he will receive his reward.” 

     Following these words, I am 

attempting to build on the solid 

article that Roger wrote.  I too, 

have had the blessing of solid, 

Christian mentors in my life from 

the very beginning.  My parents 

brought me to be baptized at a 

very young age and followed that 

up with instruction.  My grandma 

was one of my Sunday School 

teachers.  I was exposed to the 

word on a regular basis and the 

spirit was at work in me from a 

young age creating faith.  This is a 

tremendous gift that I honestly at 

times have taken for granted.  

     As I grow older, I see the gift 

of salvation through faith in Jesus 

Christ for the treasure that it is.  

As I reflect upon this and con-

template where my focus should be, I have come to two rev-

elations:  1. Earthly legacies do not last.  2. The legacy of Jesus 

Christ will last forever.  

     Most people want to be part of something that lasts.  We 

have industries in this country built around creating business 

legacies.  Many a business owner has spent considerable time 

and money trying to ensure that their business will survive 

long after they are gone.  It is noble to want to give someone 

else an opportunity, and wise to do some planning.  However 

it’s foolish to think the marks we make in history will forever 

stand the test of time.  

     There is, of course, one exception to this; The legacy of 

Jesus Christ.  I want to be a part of this legacy.  I am a part of 

this legacy because God has passed down this faith for genera-

tions to those who came before me.  You are part of this lega-

cy because God has passed down this faith for generations to 

those who came before you.  Your path likely looks different 

than mine, you could even be wondering if God is really calling 

you, but that doesn’t make you any less a part of the legacy.  

He has a plan to reach you, to build the faith you need to be-

lieve in Jesus as your savior and to nurture it.  

      This is what the Lay Leadership Institute classes have been 

about for me.  I don’t feel like an expert builder.  I want to get 

better, to learn more about the 

Christian faith and have my faith 

strengthened by the Holy Spirit 

working through God’s word.  I see 

this faith as so critical that I want it 

for those around me.  I want to be 

able lay out the foundation for Jesus 

Christ and him crucified in those 

who don’t know him.  If the foun-

dation has already been laid, I want 

to be of use as a builder on that 

foundation.  

     We have a wonderful oppor-

tunity this Advent season to have 

our faith strengthened through spe-

cial worship services.  This is an 

opportunity we can share with 

those around us.  We live in a 

world where many have their hope 

built on shifting sand.  Let’s invite 

them to come stand on the rock of 

Jesus Christ, so they, and we, can 

weather the storms of this life as 

we look forward to the day we are 

with Jesus.  He came for us because 

he loves us, he died to pay for our sins because he loves us, he 

rose again to show us his power over death, he gives us the 

faith to believe this because...well you guessed it, HE LOVES 

US!  Sharing this joy is the best gift we can give others.  

     May we all be thankful for those that God has used to pass 

his legacy of faith to us.  May we also be open to him using us 

to pass this legacy of faith on to others. This is a legacy that will 

last forever. 
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Fear, Fear Not 
By Clint Bartel 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     First of all, I would like to say thank you for supporting 

those of us taking Lay Leadership Institute (LLI) courses.  I 

hope and pray that many more will take them in the future.  

They are certainly challenging, but you receive so many  

wonderful blessings from God’s Word as 

you learn.  As I have gone through them, it 

has further strengthened my faith and belief 

that the B I B L E is the book everyone 

needs to read. 

     If you have turned on the news lately, 

you know that it is nothing but bad things.  

For a long time, we have seen the numbers 

of cases and deaths from the virus.  We saw 

the riots happening in cities around the 

country.  And we are also being lied to a lot.  

All of this has caused us to be afraid.  Our 

times are full of fear.  Who are we to be-

lieve?  We believe in God and His Word, 

given to us in the B I B L E. 

     We learned in our class the other day 

that Martin Luther read through the Psalms 

completely every week.  There are many 

Psalms and many other Bible verses that 

deal with fear. Psalm 18:30 says, “This God—

his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves 

true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.”  And 

Psalm 46:1-2 says “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives 

way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea.” 

     I’m sorry to say that I am not a very brave person.  Some 

might say that I have been living in fear since the pandemic 

started.  I fear getting sick or someone in my family becoming 

sick with the virus.  I pray for the end of COVID-19 every 

day.  But, these Psalms tell us to trust in 

the Lord.  Even if the mountains move we 

are to trust in Him.  I believe that God will 

bring something good out of this and that 

brings me comfort as I read. 

     Pastor Kevin asked me if I would write 

something to you about Christmas.  We 

might not think of it right away, but there 

is fear in the Christmas story too.  There 

were a couple of verses that came to mind 

for me:  Matthew 1:20 and Luke 2:10.  In 

Matthew 1:20, the angel appears to Joseph 

in a dream saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 

not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.”  And in Luke 2:10, angels appear to 

the shepherds and tell them, “Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people.”  These two verses 

were foretold in Genesis and held onto 

throughout the Old Testament, but it’s 

hard to put your trust in the Lord and fear not.  

     O Lord, forgive me for my weakness.  With the promise 

of a Savior who comes as a baby meek and mild, but would 

die on the cross for all our sins, what do we have to fear? 

Wednesday Advent Services 
 

Dear friends in Christ, while we desire to gather for worship together during this holy 

season, we also want to make sure that we have plenty of opportunities for our members 

to choose the option(s) for worship that best meet their personal level of comfort and 

safety.  Therefore, we are going to offer two services each Wednesday, both of which will 

be livestreamed.  The services will be held at 5:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.   

The 5:15 p.m. service will be a mask mandatory service. 

 
6th-8th grade Confirmation students and their parents are  

encouraged to attend one or the other in person or via livestream  

in place of the regularly scheduled classes.   

Homework will be posted to the website each Wednesday or will be available at the church before worship.   

 
Each of the three Wednesday services will focus on different elements of the Divine Service and the way they teach the  

coming of our Lord Jesus at Christmas and the Last Day.  Thank you for your ongoing fellowship at Mt. Calvary and your  

commitment to Christian education! 

 December 2 - Isaiah 64:1-9 The Lord Draws Near.  (Elements from the beginning of the Divine Service)  

 December 9 - Isaiah 40:1-11  The Lord Speaks Comfort to his People.  (The act of preaching in the Divine Service) 

 December 16 - Isaiah 61:1-4  The Lord Equips his people for the sending.  (The closing elements of the Divine Service) 
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Meals on Wheels 
December 21, 22, 23 it’s our turn so 

have your coats, boots, and gloves 

ready.  This is a wonderful way to 

show our Christian love and concern 

during the season of Christmas.  It 

takes approximately one hour each 

day.  To sign up or if you have ques-

tions, contact Dan Henson.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Donations are now being received for  

poinsettias to decorate the altar and chancel 

area in celebration of Jesus’ birth.   

Please mail your donation to the church or put 

it in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Fund” and 

place it in the offering plate.   

If you would like to donate in memory of a 

loved one, please write the name(s) on your 

“Poinsettia Fund” envelope or include a note.   

Checks may be made payable to LWML.  

 

All Congregational Officers  
 

A reminder to have the annual 

recaps for your boards written 

and submitted to the church  

office no later than December 

30th to allow time for  

the Annual Report to be printed 

prior to the Voter’s Assembly in 

January. 

The sign up sheets of the 2021 list of volunteers  

that are coordinated by the LWML  

are on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.   

 

It takes many hands to complete the mission work  

that we do in our church and for our community.   

 

Please consider signing up for one  

of the many jobs that are listed.   

You do not need to be an  

LWML member to volunteer!!   

If you have questions,  

please talk to Paula Van Scharrel. 

The LCMS South Dakota District Board of 

Directors, after meeting with the circuit  

visitors and Synod 4th Vice-President, Rev.  

Nabil Nour, resolved to postpone the  

62nd Regular Convention of the District  

from our intended April 2021, dates  

to December 5-7, 2021.  The site remains 

the Sioux Falls Convention Center. 

Thanks to all who helped December 1  

to decorate the church for Advent and 

Christmas. 

Call for Mt. Calvary Musicians 
 

For anyone who would like to assist with special 

music for Sundays, please let Emily or Julie know.  

 

This can be provided by individuals, other small 

groups or families.  If you need accompaniment,  

we can help you with that.   

 

It would be especially nice to have some special 

music during the distribution of communion  

in the worship services.   

 

Please prayerfully consider assisting with this.  

Thank you! 





The hotline is free,  

confidential and  

available 24/7   

Dear members of Mt. Calvary,  
 

On behalf of your elected and called 

congregational leaders, the Finance 

Board extends its thanks to you for 

the gifts you have given to this minis-

try.  Your response to the self ad-

dressed stamped envelopes (SASE) 

has been very encouraging.  Another 

SASE is included in this newsletter for your convenience.   
 

In addition to our thanks for your ongoing Christian stew-

ardship we are asking for your help.  When you mail your 

donation we ask that you please also use your offering en-

velopes.  Since offerings are recorded by envelope number, 

not by name, using your offering envelopes will alleviate 

the need for the finance board to look up the offering en-

velope number in order to record the offering.. 
 

Boxes of  2021 offering envelopes will be in the 

mailboxes before Christmas.  Or contact the 

church office if you would like yours mailed. 
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Salvation Army Food Pantry appreciates your help!  Please leave donations on the table in the Fellowship Hall.   

Anything non-perishable is appreciated but items especially needed at this time are listed below: 

Canned Items Boxed Items Jars/Jugs 

any soups, especially chunky soups  mac & cheese pancake syrup 

5 oz. cans of tuna  Minute Rice 64 oz. apple juice 

5 oz. cans of chicken pancake mix 64 oz. grape juice 

ravioli or Spaghettios spaghetti spaghetti sauce 

Manwich sauce Ramen noodles 

pork & beans instant potato flakes (15 oz.) 

fruit, any kind Hamburger/Tuna/Chicken Helper 

 breakfast cereal (boxes or bags of cereal) 

One box from the Salvation Army Food Pantry is available to qualified recipients every other month. 

Did you know that each of the Food Pantry boxes also contain toilet paper, paper towels, and a box of tissue?   

They do, so any donations of these items are appreciated as well!  Shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes are also welcomed!  

 Thank you so much! 

Stephenie Vanden Berge  

1417 Lawnridge Ave SE  

Huron  SD  57350 

 
Trent Greschke 

4420 W 93rd St 

Sioux Falls  SD  57108-6461 

 

 
Sarah Stuart 

2370 Farm Road 71 W 

Talco  TX  75487-3052 

 

 
Deanna Wendt 

1807 W Dunbar Pl 

Sioux Falls  SD  57108-4016 

Dear Mt. Calvary members,  
 

Because of your ongoing generosity to Mt. Calvary’s “Love Fund,” 

we have been able to help many people with difficult life circum-

stances during these troubling times.  Your ongoing support has 

allowed us to meet the needs of Mt. Calvary members and those 

in our community.   
 

Our thanks to you for this partnership in the gospel that is a 

blessing to many!         

 In Christ, Pastor Chris and Pastor Kevin 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
2 Jody Minske 
 Shawn Quiram 
 Pieper Echtenkamp 
3 Lona Moser 
 Regan Hamilton 
4 Lachele Wenzel 
 Jordyn Zavesky 
 Jim Rieck 
6 Kacie Tyrrell 
 Kathleen Knudson 
7 Melanie Kludt 
 Jennifer Peskey 
 Brier Florey 
8 Allison Joel 
 Jason Johnston 
 April Severn 
 Matt Busch 
 Josh Boehrns 
9 Lynne Beals 
 Todd Schroeder 
 Timothy Krause 
10 Dave VanScharrel 
 Christina Kealer 
 Amanda Wonnenberg 
 Taylor Olerud 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 Jaxon Henson 
 Jamison Henson 
11 Dennis Ohlrogge 
 Derrick Howard 
12 Kirk Echtenkamp 
14 Kadden Voight 
15 Alita Rathbun 
 Daniel Horn 
16 Karen North 
 Eric Ferguson 
 Jaelyn Hamilton 
17 Alec Birkeland 
 Kaden Luellman 
 Leroy Thomas 
18 Diontay Phillips 
 Kieren Luellman 
 Nelson Terkildsen 
 Autumn Siedschlag 
19 Robert Jorgensen 
 Dilyn Brooks 
 Maiya Hein 
 Courtney Dragt 
20 Doug Bich 
21 Kristina Kogel 
 Rebecca Roth 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
22 Joel Horn 
23 Tammy Gilbert 
24 Kristi Evans 
 Delila Wipf 
 Jeff Peskey 
 Julie Ferguson 
 Glenn Overbay 
25 Matt Moeding 
 DeAndre Kogel 
 Mia Kruse 
 Natasha Airheart 
27 Rebecca Lund 
 Deborah Johnston 
 Ayden Decker 
 Dacotah Barr 
 Lorna McMillan 
28 Rebecca Fischer 
 Nancy Frank 
30 Vicki Claassen 
 Scott Miller 
 Tyson Pfitzer 
 Benjamin Quam 
31 Donald Quiram 
 Peyton Clyde 
 Harlan Temme 

DECEMBER BAPTISMS  
 Karen Dick 
 Michelle Stickley 
 Justin Decker 
1 Gladys Boomsma 
 Sandy Schilling 
 Lyman Bich 
3 Matthew Rathbun 
4 Linda Haeder 
5 Kaden Kleinsasser 
7 Brett Boetel 
 Richard Rakness 
8 Jeremy Pownell 
 Amanda Christensen 
9 Linda Ingle 
 Carter Boetel 
12 Bobbi Hofer 
 Wesyn Brueggeman 
14 Shawn Quiram 
 Fred Stickley 
 Brier Florey 
16 Jordyn Zavesky 
 Bruce Beckman 
 Stuart Kuehl 
 Kadden Voight 
 Lakken Voight 
 Liam Halbur 
17 Mark Cramer 

DECEMBER BAPTISMS  
 Nathanael Navurskis 
18 Terry McHenry 
 Larry Waldner 
 Roger Waldner 
 Connie Winegar 
 Curtis Waldner     
19 Samuel Kruse           
20 DeMeris Marone 
 Ralph Bich 
 Avalon Halbur 
21 Dana Green 
 Korrigyn Pullman 
 Isaiah Decker 
 Brandon Decker 
 Emily Dale 
 Taylor Olerud 
22 Chad Bogh 
 Larry Zavesky 
 Jim Rieck 
23 Amanda Wonnenberg 
 Lois McMillan 
 Lorna McMillan 
24 Randy Stahl 
 Alan McWhorter 
25 Lynne Beals 
 Jason Johnston 
26 Amy Maas 

DECEMBER BAPTISMS  
 Seth Overbay 
 Mariah Miller 
 James Fredrickson 
27 Alex Anderson 
28 Christina Kealer 
29 Teegan Evers 
 Toni Cuyuch-Chan 
 Hannah Ferguson 
 
 
 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Kerwin / Gail Haeder 
2 Scott / Holly Smidt 
3 Michael / Myrna Leachman 
6 Gary / Margie Caviezel 
8 Kent / Vickie Hampton 
16 Larry / Lynn Reimnitz 
18 Dave / Paula VanScharrel 
23 Dale / Shirley Kogel  
27 Larry / Deanna Wendt 
28 Clint / Cheryl Bartel 
29 Roger / Julie Kropuenske 
 Russ / Laurie Kleinsasser 
30 Dave / Kari Hinker 
31 Byron / Jill Harmdierks  
 Nikalus / Jocelyn Busch 



Page 7 JOURNAL 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     We hope that you all had a happy Thanksgiving!  Here at the preschool we had a ''feast'' of our 

own.  We partook in a veggie tray in the shape of a turkey, along with rolls and butter, while wearing 

turkey hats we had made that day.  The kids got a kick of out it!  

     Now we look forward to the season of Advent and Christmas!  We have started to read about the 

Christmas story, starting with when the angel visits Joseph and Mary.  Mary was surprised by the  

angel’s visit.  The Bible tells us that an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, too, and told him about 

Jesus.  We are going to play a surprise game now to see what that might have been like.  I choose one person to be Mary or 

Joseph and one person to be an angel.  The angel said “Jesus is God’s special gift.”  Then Mary or Joseph will get to guess—

without looking—who the surprise angel is.  Everyone gets a chance to be Mary or Joseph and the angel.   

     It's a very festive time of year for crafts.  Lots of glitter and buttons to make them extra special!  Our room always looks so 

bright and cheerful this time of year!  

     This month we will finish up our unit on nutrition.  The last four weeks we have been learning about the different food 

groups and how each one is important to our bodies.  We even attempted to make a bit of butter in a bag for dairy week, but 

we never quite got it.  Very thick cream was all we managed!   

     We hope that everyone reading this will have a very happy and safe Christmas!                                         — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Children’s  

Christmas  

Program  
Sunday School  

Christmas Program  

will be held on  

Sunday, December 13,  

during the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service.   
 

Lunch will follow afterward. 

 

Due to COVID 19 and the increase in the number  

of cases in our community there will be  

some changes to our Fall Fundraiser this year.   

 

 

Mt. Calvary Preschool Online Auction  
 

The auction will be online with Ben Meyer Auction -  

Thank you for the donations for the Auction. 

Unfortunately, we will not be able to offer baked items this year.   

 

Auction items should be available to view on the  

Ben Meyer Auction website after November 30th  

and the auction closing date will be December 13th at 6:00 p.m.   

 

Items will be available to pick up December 14th  

from 4:30-5:30 p.m. at the church.  

 

The School Board hopes that everyone can participate in the  

online auction for the 2020 Fall Fundraiser for our preschool.   

 

The School Board, teachers, and students deeply appreciate everything that our  
congregation has done and continues to do to help make our preschool successful!!!   
Without God’s grace and blessing and your help/donations we would not be able to  

continue our mission work of teaching children of so many families about God.   
If you have questions about the online auction or donating please feel free to contact Dawn 

Eining, Debbie Busch, or any school board member. 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who purchased  

take out meals on Sunday, November 22.   

It was a great success and a safe way  

to have a fundraiser for the preschool.  
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Return Service Requested 

Christmas — New Year’s Eve Worship Schedules  
 

Thursday, December 24 — Christmas Eve 

     3:00 p.m. Candle Light Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 

                   Call ahead to register 

     5:00 p.m. Candle Light Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 

                   Call ahead to register 

     7:00 p.m. Candle Light Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 

                   Call ahead to register 
 

Friday, December 25 — Christmas Day 

   10:15 a.m. Worship Service 
                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 
 

Thursday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve 

     7:00 p.m. Worship Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 


