
     Hi everyone!  It’s been my privilege to have your support 

in participating in the District LLI classes for over two years 

now.  Hopefully, this article will give you a little insight on 

where we’ve been and where we hope to go.  

     Every home owner knows that when you look at a house, 

one of the first things to look for is a strong foundation.  In 

the home I grew up in, the foundation consisted of rock walls 

put together with mortar.  This type of construction has been 

in use since early biblical times.  Rock is solid.  Rock lasts.  

With the proper base or footing under it, it can last for cen-

turies.  You can depend on it and be safe in it.  That’s really 

what LLI (Lay Leadership Institute) is all about.  It’s about 

building on the rock.  Matthew 7:24 “Therefore everyone who 

hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock.”  The end goal of the 

program is to have an “Assistant to the pas-

tor” in Worship, Preaching, Teaching and Vis-

itations.  Now, of course, to do this we must 

have a good foundation and that is exactly 

what the LLI program hopes to provide.  

     Now as mentioned earlier, a good founda-

tion must have good footings.  For that, let’s 

dig into the past and the people we can thank 

for the blessings we enjoy today.  My parents 

were my first foundation.  They both were 

sharecropper children of the dirty 30s, who 

came of age during WWII.  Like many of their 

generation, God worked these hardships to 

give them a strong faith, not to mention strong backs!  After 

the war the pastor came out to the farm and told grandpa 

they were going to start building the new church and needed 

help.  He immediately volunteered his boys, Dad and Uncle 

Gene.  Word must have gotten out that they had dug a cis-

tern and a well by hand!  So off they went with shovel in hand 

to dig and pour the footings.  Dad would always smile when 

he told people how he got volunteered for that job!   

     Mother taught Sunday school, just like most all the other 

parents, and taught me to read and sing out of a hymn book 

at a very young age.  The congregation was very blessed with 

a young woman, Carol Street, who played organ and taught 

us kids how to sing parts.  I still enjoy singing in parts today.  

     When it came time for confirmation, our little church had 

just gotten a new pastor straight out of Seminary.  He was a 

second career man who had spent twenty years in the US 

Navy.  He was a man who made quite an impact wherever he 

went.  Having grown up in New York City, he spoke with a 

booming voice coupled with a heavy Bronx accent.  Quite a 

shock for our little rural church!  He was an excellent teacher 

and confirmation was a learning experience on several levels!  

     As mentioned earlier, parents were our main teachers.  Our 

high school teacher was a father by the name of Ralph 

Brehmer.  He had a daughter, Mary, one year younger than me, 

and then more children younger than that.  Recently I was 

pleasantly surprised to find out that Mary’s daughter Stephenie 

would be joining our church and getting married here!  Small 

world!  

  After vo-tech school I moved to Huron and met Julie, where 

else but in choir here at Mt. Calvary.  We were married in 

1979 and I became a student of practical diplomacy from a very 

gifted man, my new father-in-law, Jim Johannsen.  A mechanic 

by trade but spiritually a story and a laugh were his mortar and 

brick and his sage advice was “Don’t sweat the small stuff.  By 

the way it’s all small stuff!” 

     With the footings in place, let’s look at the men who are 

building the foundation in the LLI.  Our first 

class, Christian Education or Teaching the Faith, 

was taught by a very impressive young man by 

the name of Joshua Schmidt, D.C.E. at St. John’s 

Lutheran in Yankton.  He taught us a lot but the 

most memorable point he gave us is this “What 

is Love?”  Love is a choice.  Excellent class with 

an excellent teacher.  

     The next class, Mission Outreach, was 

taught by our very own Pastor Chris.  I would 

like to mention there are three levels of partici-

pation in these classes.  Anyone can participate 

in level 1.  This class, especially, I wish each and 

every one of us could take.  It is so rewarding to see firsthand 

the effect the Gospel can have on someone! 

   The forty some years of experience of our next teacher was 

the next rock for us.  Pastor Urbach, retired pastor from Faith 

Lutheran in Pierre taught the homiletics class on how to write 

and give sermons.  At this point you need to know that the 

local pastor works very closely with the students especially in 

level 3.  Pastor Chris gave us a lot of “mortar” with books and 

excellent support and advice.  What an experience it was for us 

to give sermons from our home pulpit!   

     Presently, we are studying the complete Old Testament 

with Pastor Tim Rynearson from Peace Lutheran in Brookings.  

Some of you may remember him from when he served in Wol-

sey.  A very gifted authority on the Old Testament.  Students 

from almost North Dakota to almost Kansas meet every other 

week on Zoom for this class.  It is a very interesting class and 

I’m looking forward to adding more rocks to the foundation!  

      Thanks again for all your support.   

Foundations  
By Roger Kropuenske 
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“We must obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Savior, 

Jesus Christ!  For my article this month, I’d like to touch on a 

subject that has been on everybody’s lips, passed before their 

eyes, and surely been on their minds an awful lot lately:  we 

have an election upon up.  Election time always has a unique 

feeling to it every time it comes around.  It’s a time when the 

commercials on TV change from selling products to selling 

people and their ideas.  There is extensive coverage of the 

campaign trail for months on end.  Phone calls start pouring in 

from numbers you don’t recognize, wondering if you have 

heard what Trump or Biden have been doing.  There has been 

non-stop talking, arguing, debating, sneering, and vitriol from 

both sides.  Then, we get to fill in those circles and put those 

pieces of paper back in an envelope.  And we sit in front of 

our TVs in eager anticipation of the results, because we surely 

know that those results play a large role in the future of our 

country. 

     There’s very little doubt in my mind that this will be a top-

ic of discussion for any of you who are choosing to go to 

Thanksgiving or Christmas gatherings.  As always, there will 

be the aunt or uncle or niece or nephew that you don’t see 

eye to eye with.  There will probably be someone hoping to 

make peace by not discussing the topic at all.  But, for many, 

political leanings are so deeply engrained that it almost seems 

hopeless to do anything like that.  To many, being a part of 

their political party is as natural and elemental as breathing or 

blinking. 

     But then, there is the matter of our Christian faith.  There 

has been a lot of chatter recently, especially surrounding our 

recent Supreme Court nominee, that faith and politics do not 

mix.  Amy Coney Barrett has been regarded as an oddity be-

cause she is a Christian not only in name, but seemingly also 

in practice.  Vice President Pence has similarly faced criticism 

as being potentially dangerous for publicly living out his faith.  

The line that is usually cited as a part of these arguments is 

“separation of church and state.”  The origin of phrase lies in 

the writings of founding father Thomas Jefferson, who did not 

want the government to impose any particular denomination 

or faith upon its people.  Now, the phrase seems to have tak-

en on a bit of a different meaning.  Rather than freedom of 

religion, some have begun to declare a freedom from it.  As 

such, it has become common to believe any discussion of reli-

gion should be barred from the public square.  As a result, 

worldviews that do not profess to be religions, but are rife 

with their own dogmas, have taken center stage in the United 

States and the world. 

     Martin Luther, even though he was a churchman, spent a 

good portion of his life dealing with the political realm.  In 

Luther’s time, Germany was partly ruled by many princes who 

each controlled their own areas.  When Luther nailed the 95 

theses to the church door in Wittenberg, his words quickly 

expanded far beyond an academic debate and the issue of his 

teachings became a political hot potato.  One of the princes, 

Frederick the Wise, stepped in and largely shielded Luther 

from the wrath of those who disagreed with his theology.  

But, the Schmalkaldic War was fought in the political realm 

largely because of what Luther said about salvation.  Earlier in 

his life, he had already been faced with a decision about which 

side to support in a conflict known as the Peasant’s Rebellion.  

Using some of Luther’s teachings as their justification, Ger-

man peasants led a full-scale revolt against their overlords.  

Both the peasants and the overlords craved Luther’s en-

dorsement of their activities, but Luther had a difficult time 

with it.  The overlords’ treatment of the peasants was de-

plorable, but the peasants were being shockingly brutal in 

their response to that treatment. 

     As a result of his many encounters with the political 

realm, Martin Luther began to think about the Christian life in 

a different way.  He was trying to reconcile being a citizen of 

the world and being a citizen of the kingdom of God at the 

same time.  Though he never formally named his doctrine, it 

has come to be known as the two kingdoms or the two 

realms.  Basically, what it said is that God rules over every-

thing He has made, whether that be the things of your nation, 

the church, or your family.  But, He rules differently in each 

of the two primary realms.  In the kingdom of the world, the 

Law rules and God has appointed leaders over us.  These 

rulers and their subjects are both sinful, so they pay for their 

misdeeds according to what the law says.  The kingdom of 

God, on the other hand, is full of grace and undeserved favor 

from God, because of what Jesus has done for us.  This king-

dom will last forever, but it is a present reality for us too.  

The Christian finds themselves right in the middle of these 

two kingdoms, with one foot in one and one foot in the oth-

er.  And this is the way that it should stay.  We must not 

forsake our position in the world, no matter how much they 

don’t want us there.  We are also called to love our neigh-

Photo by Greg Westfall of All Saint’s in Fort Worth, Texas 
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At the Quarterly Voters’ 

Assembly on October 20th 

these officers were elected  

for terms starting  

in January of 2021:  
 

President—Kerwin Haeder 

 

Secretary—Melanie Hinders 

 

Membership Secretary—Marilyn McHenry   

 

Head Usher—Tony Halbur 

 

Elder—Stuart Adermann, Matt Busch,  

Joe Airheart, Andrew Van Scharrel 

 

Trustee-Chairman—Dave Hinders 

 

Member Trustee—Gene Dennis, Brett Boetel 

 

Stewardship and Welfare Chairman—Bill Eining 

 

Finance Secretary—Julie Kropuenske 

 

Finance Committee—2 year—Jan Gerrits    

1 year—Rosalie Pownell 

(Fill unexpired term of Katie Halbur)  

 

Parish Education Chairman—Bryan Van Scharrel 

bor.  At the same time, we must never forget that we are citi-

zens of heaven, though the earthly domain calls for us to love 

them only. 

     When the two kingdoms clash, as they often do, we side 

with the kingdom of God.  In Acts 5:29, after local officials had 

the apostles arrested for preaching the truth of Jesus, the apos-

tles tell them “We must obey God rather than men.”  Today, 

you may very well be faced with the same problem of the clash-

ing kingdoms, but you also know the answer.  As you think and 

ponder the election and the unfolding of the political process, 

take heart that this earthly kingdom only lasts for a little while.  

Kingdoms rise and fall, but the Lord stays the same and His king-

dom lasts forever.  One day, every knee will bow and every 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, whether they are 

princes or peasants or anyone in between.  To that, we say 

“Amen. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

 

Attention technology enthusiasts:   

Mt. Calvary needs your help!   
 

We have added a lot of tech resources to our  

ministry and need help putting them to good use 

from week to week.  We are forming a tech team 

that will help with livestreaming services and events, 

creating and posting content, and keeping all systems 

thriving and up-to-date.   

 

Contact the church Elders or Trustees  

to join the ministry! 





The hotline is free,  

confidential and  

available 24/7   

 

Dear members of Mt. Calvary,  

 

On behalf of your elected and called congregational lead-

ers, the Finance Board extends its thanks to you for the 

gifts you have given to this ministry.  Your response to the 

self addressed stamped envelopes (SASE) has been very 

encouraging.  Another SASE is included in this newsletter 

for your convenience.   

 

In addition to our thanks for 

your ongoing Christian steward-

ship we are asking for your help.  

When you mail your donation 

we ask that you please also use 

your offering envelopes.  Since 

offerings are recorded by enve-

lope number, not by name, using 

your offering envelopes will alle-

viate the need for the finance board to look up the offering 

envelope number in order to record the offering.. 

 
Brandon Dooley 

1516 S Merton St 

Aberdeen  SD  57401-7863 

 

Craig Rowcliffe 

306 2nd St SW 

De Smet  SD  57231-2201 
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Salvation Army Food Pantry appreciates your help!  Please leave donations on the table in the Fellowship Hall.   

Anything non-perishable is appreciated but items especially needed at this time are listed below: 

Canned Items Boxed Items Jars/Jugs 

any soups, especially chunky soups  mac & cheese pancake syrup 

5 oz. cans of tuna  Minute Rice 64 oz. apple juice 

5 oz. cans of chicken pancake mix 64 oz. grape juice 

ravioli or Spaghettios spaghetti spaghetti sauce 

Manwich sauce Ramen noodles 

pork & beans instant potato flakes (15 oz.) 

fruit, any kind Hamburger/Tuna/Chicken Helper 

 breakfast cereal (boxes or bags of cereal) 

One box from the Salvation Army Food Pantry is available to qualified recipients every other month. 

Did you know that each of the Food Pantry boxes also contain toilet paper, paper towels, and a box of tissue?   

They do, so any donations of these items are appreciated as well!  Shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes are also welcomed!  

 Thank you so much! 

November Schedule Changes 
Please check  the bulletin weekly for schedule updates. 

November 11—No Confirmation – Veteran’s Day 

November 14—Worship Service with Communion 

November 15—Worship Services with Communion 

November 18—No Communion Service 

November 25—No Confirmation – Thanksgiving Eve 

November 25—Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 

November 26—No Worship Service — Thanksgiving Day 

November 28—Worship Service with Communion 

November 29—Worship Services with Communion 
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November 

Schedule 
 

 

November 4—5:15 p.m. 

In-person and Livestream 
 

November 11 

No Confirmation 
 

November 18—5:15 p.m. 

In-person and Livestream 
 

November 25 

No Confirmation 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
1 Mara Kaufman 
 Amy Maas 
 John Pawlowski 
 Stacey Rousselange 
3 Terry Gascoigne 
 Renee' Eden 
 Jeremy Pownell 
 Tanner Evers 
 Dale Zavesky 
 Rick Erickson 
 Lakken Voight 
4 Justin Frank 
 Karen Dick 
 Greg Bich 
 Violet Kjellstrom 
 James Fredrickson 
5 Mark Cramer 
 Ireland Hennrich 
 Sawyer Hennrich 
6 Rachel Peskey 
 Gina Winter 
7 Dick Green 
 Danny Dale 
 Kaitlyn Jacobs Florey 
8         Dennis Owens 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 Cody Bich 
 Nancy Lund 
 Cody Kuehl 
9 Sandy Schilling 
 Toni Cuyuch-Chan 
 Nathanael Navurskis 
10 Richard Davis 
 Stuart Kuehl 
 Conner Dragt 
11 John Tapken 
 Zach Schroder 
 Nicholas Fonder 
 Roxanne Glanzer 
 Jessa Hanson 
12 Myrna Leachman 
14 Eugene Dennis 
15 Don Kinsley 
 Jeanie Donnell 
 Toby Henson 
 Douglas Root 
16 Linda Ingle 
 Lindsey Arbach 
 Hannah Ferguson 
 Brett Boetel 
 Devan Nelson 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
17 Richard Rakness 
18 Russell Donovan 
 Bruce Beckman 
 Jacqueline Bartel 
19 Larry Zavesky 
 Brett Pearson 
 Kyra Abbott 
21 Brenda Adams 
 Daniel Florey 
  22 Randy Stahl 
 Sherri Kohlmeyer 
 Michelle Stickley 
 Korrigyn Donovan 
23 Gina Harmdierks 
25 Ralph Bich 
 Bryce Berg 
 Tanner Marone 
26 Rodney Schley 
27 Joan Bich 
 Kaitlyn Harms 
28 Michael Moser 
 Robert Mayfield 
 Aniya Busch 
29 Aric Birkeland 
30 Jon Meyer 

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS  
 Ryan Jons 
 Stacey Rousselange 
1 Rochelle Hill 
 Mitchell Dale 
2 Michael Moser 
3 Lyle Boetel 
 Lila Stamp 
4 Ursula Hopper 
 Betty Kuehl 
 Beckett Porisch 
5 Ashton Busch 
 Jordan Busch 
 Kenneth Busch Jr. 
 Nikalus Busch 
6 Joshua Kranz 
 Mara Kaufman 
 August Ziegeldorf 
7 Jake Schroeder 
 Kristina Boetel 
 Joshua Gilbert 
8 Kyra Abbott 
 Spencer Abbott 
10 Audrey Dick 
 Alexis Ziegeldorf 
11 Allison Joel 
 Eric Price 
 Debbie Adams 
 Lyndsea Warkenthein 

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS 
 Timothy Johnson 
 Martin Boetel 
 Logan Gerrits 
12 Dale Zavesky 
 Jessica Anderson 
13 John Tapken 
 Craig Rowcliffe 
 Ann Decker 
14 Wanelda Merriam 
 Anna Cramer 
 Shawn Adermann 
 Carol Hofer 
 Shauna Gascoigne 
15 Andrew Walz 
 Sherri Hunter 
 Jacob Harms 
 Kaitlyn Harms 
 Brooke Hunter 
16 Erika Perry 
 Greg Bich 
 Lou King 
 Lucas Peskey 
17 Terry Gascgoine 
 Kasey Winegar 
 Shelly Dale 
18 Cody Donovan 
 Lennox Meyer 
19 Brenda Nelson 

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS 
 Ryan Jacobs Florey 
20 Jody Ramon 
 Shawna Wipf 
 Trevor Gerrits 
21 Ruby Jungemann 
 Daniel Florey 
22 Jessa Hanson 
23 Bonnie Rieck 
 Bobbi Zavesky 
 Natalie Terkildsen 
  24 Heather Eich 
 Cody Bich 
 Peyton Clyde 
25 Trent Greschke 
 Roger Kropuenske 
 Jeff Lentz 
26 John Pawlowski 
 Nancy Harmdierks 
 Roxanne Glanzer 
27 Austin Gross 
 Deanna Peskey 
 Jacob Fuerst 
28 Preslee Grovenburg 
29 Bobby Henson 
 Anderson Porisch 
30 Howard Alter 
 Justin Frank 
 Abby Gross 

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS 
 Conner Dragt 
 Harley DeJong 
 August York 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

2 James & Patsy Hornig 

3 Howard & Lucinda Alter 

5 Robert & Marlett Snoozy 

17 Ralph & Kim Borkowski    

21 Rick & Denise Gascoigne 

28 Clarence & Linda Ingle 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

Greetings from Mt. Calvary Preschool!  

     Another month has flown by, and we stand on the precipice of November as I type this newsletter.  

October is oral hygiene month, so we learned a lot about teeth and how to keep them clean.  We 

played sorting games with healthy foods and sugary foods, learned about what a dentist is and what 

they do for us, and at the end of our unit Dakota Family Dentistry supplied each child with a goody 

bag full of things to keep their teeth healthy!  

     We also had some fun experiments this past month, most notably the ''lava lamp'', which is always a favorite.  You put 2 

cups of water that has been colored with food coloring into a cylinder with cooking oil, add 6 cups of cooking oil, then drop in 

a fizzy tab like Alka-Seltzer.  The result looks like a lava lamp and is very fun to watch!  

     For one of our Bible stories, we learned about the battle of Jericho, which turned out to be not much of a battle with God's 

help!  For this lesson we built a tower out of blocks, the children marched around it pretending to blow horns, then they got 

to shout really loud and knock over the blocks.  They wanted to do it again and again, and even acted it out independently dur-

ing free play time.  

     We thank you for your continued prayers and support for this ministry, it makes us feel good to know we have the church 

body behind us!  Please pray for healthy teachers during this cold and flu season! Thank you!                   — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,  

and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  2 Corinthians 9:11 
 

     It’s that time of year again!  It’s time for our Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool Fall Festival!  In the past, the 

Fall Festival has been such an enjoyable time and an important fundraiser for our preschool, so we will be doing 

our best to bring a great experience to you again this year.  However, due to the increased number of COVID-

19 cases in our community, there will be some slight changes.   

     It has been a year of trying new things and learning to think outside the box for all of us, so we have done 

that in our planning as well.  As a preschool, we want to be respectful of everyone’s boundaries, but do our 

best to ensure that everyone who wants to participate in our festival is able to.  So, whether you want to join us in person or 

enjoy the Fall Festival from the safety of your own home, we are going to do our best to make both options work well.  Addi-

tionally, we will not have our singing program in person this year.  Instead, Miss Melissa will pre-record the program to be avail-

able on our church website for viewing anytime and also to be played during the in-person meal portion of our festival. 

     There will be two options for the meal this year:  in-person and carry out.  Chuck Kranz has graciously offered to cook for 

the preschool this year, providing pulled pork sandwiches, baked beans, chips and dessert.  Our preschool board, teachers, and 

students want to extend their thanks and deep appreciation to Chuck and his team for their willingness to assist us during this 

time.  The price for meal will be $8 per order, with the meal beginning at 4:30 p.m.  More details on how to pick up carry out 

orders will be announced in the church bulletin as we get closer to the date of the festival. 

     This year, the auction portion will also have two options for participating:  Live in-person or livestreamed on our church 

website.  We will make all items available for viewing on the church website prior to auction so that people will have an oppor-

tunity to see what is available.  For those who choose to attend the auction in person, it will be much the same as in years past, 

but for those who choose to bid from comfort of your own home, we will be using different methods to take your bids.  We 

will livestream the auction on the church website, using the same method as we do for Church service or Bible study 

livestreams.  Once you are viewing the auction livestream, you will be able to call in and bid on the items of your choice.  We 

are working on providing phone numbers and these will also be made available in the church bulletin as we get closer to the 

date of the festival. 

     Finally, please consider donating goods or services, creating crafts, making treats, or baking something for the auction.  If you 

are considering donating non-food items, we would ask that, if possible, you bring your item to the church a week or two ahead 

of the auction.  This will allow them to be displayed in the Fellowship Hall or by the preschool room for all to view prior to the 

auction.  If you are considering donating baked goods or any food item, please also bring them the week of or the day of the 

auction. 

     We as a preschool appreciate everything our congregation does to support us.  We pray that all of you and your families 

have good health and happiness.  We look forward to seeing you participate in our Fall Festival, whether it is in person or from 

home.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact Dawn Eining, Debbie Busch, or any of our school board members. 
 

God’s Blessings, Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool Board 
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The Pastors and the Elders are continuing to monitor  

worship service attendance and will make adjustments  

to the schedule as needed.   

 

Please check  the bulletin weekly for updates. 

 

November 11—No Confirmation – Veteran’s Day 

November 14—Worship Service with Communion 

November 15—Worship Services with Communion 

November 18—No Communion Service 

November 25—No Confirmation – Thanksgiving Eve 

November 25—Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 

November 26—No Worship Service Thanksgiving Day 

November 28—Worship Service with Communion 

November 29—Worship Services with Communion 


