
Dear friends in Christ, 

     “As we begin our service today, our opening hymn is num-

ber 664 in Lutheran Service Book, Fight the Good Fight.”  I am 

confident that I have spoken a sentence like that at least a few 

times during my years as a pastor.  The hymn I just men-

tioned works well for an opening hymn, sermon hymn, or 

closing hymn.  As an opening hymn, stanza 2 bids us lift up 

our eyes and seek his face.  As a sermon hymn, stanza 3 pro-

claims, “Christ is your life and Christ your love.”  When the 

hymn closes the service, it helps us face the journey ahead 

with the encouragement:  "Faint not nor fear, His arms are 

near; He changes not who holds you dear." 

     The hymn fits well within any age the Christian church 

faces because the Christian life is always a battle.  The histori-

cal geography may change, but the enemy and his methods 

are still the same.  In John 8, Jesus says that Satan is a liar and 

the father of lies.  St. Peter warned that the devil is like a 

roaring lion looking for those he can devour.  As Jesus de-

clares himself to be the Good Shepherd, he stands against the 

“thief” who seeks to steal, kill, and destroy. 

     For me, making plans for October (see the bulletin note 

about my ride in memory of Isaac Machtemes), reminds me 

that each one of us faces this battle on a daily basis as we 

strive to fulfill our baptismal calling in Christ and our individu-

al vocation.  We also fight the battle together, as within each 

of our congregations we stand together in hurling our confes-

sion of Christ and his cross at the gates of Hell (Matthew 16).  

This happens also as we organize within our districts and our 

beloved synod.  

     Still, the battle rages beyond the scope of our church 

body’s two million members.  The Lord Jesus moves his 

whole Christian church on earth to confront the enemy and 

renounce the devil in all his works and ways.  That is why  

I am using this article to ask for your support of and participa-

tion in the 2021 March for Life in Washington, DC, on January 

29th, 2021.  

     This year’s theme is Together Strong:  Life Unites.  The 

March will bring Christians from around the world to stand for 

the value of every human life as God has created each member 

of the human race.  The witness will impact those who govern 

our nation, those who stand against the proclamation that life 

begins at conception, and those who are pro-life yet do not 

believe in the God made known by his word in the Bible.  We 

need to be there. 

     As I have mentioned in the past, I know that some of you 

will be able to travel and participate, but may be unable to  

afford the cost.  Others cannot travel, but have the financial 

resources to sponsor another person or family (An individual 

can possibly travel and attend for a few hundred dollars.  A 

family may need support of 2,500 to 3,000 dollars).  We can 

come together to support this movement and increase our LC-

MS presence on this front.  In the coming months, we can co-

ordinate the details of the trip for participants and donors, but 

for now I am asking you to express your interest in going or 

giving by emailing me at pcnavurskis@gmail.com or contacting 

me through the church office.  

     I look forward to hearing from you, and leave you with 

something to sing from another hymn that is a favorite of mine 

– stanza 3, LSB 825  

     Come, celebrate your banners high unfurling,  

     Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling,  

     To all the world go out and tell the story  

     Of Jesus’ Glory! 

Your friend and fellow worker, Pastor Chris 

Together Strong:  Life Unites 
By Rev. Christopher Navurskis, Senior Pastor 
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Stew and Hungry Hearts 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ!  With the Lord’s direction and guidance, we are at-

tempting to make a rather large transition in our worship life, 

starting in the month of October.  Though we have had great 

success with holding outdoor worship services in our parking 

lot throughout the late Spring, Summer, and early Fall, we 

have realized that we could only do this for so long before it 

became too cold for worshippers, pastors, and possibly even 

the equipment.  The 9:30 indoor service attendance has also 

been gradually increasing to the point where we thought we 

would simply be getting too close to our maximum capacity 

on a weekly basis, so we decided to restore roughly the same 

worship times that we had prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

in order to give people more options.  

     The thought of going out there to lead worship in some 

kind of parka in October and November was an interesting 

one.  If we thought that the members of Mt. Calvary were 

hoping we would do that, we might have considered it more 

carefully.  But, no one so far has demanded that we continue 

holding the outdoor service until we just couldn’t stand it 

anymore.  One thing that I thought might make things just a 

little bit more bearable, if things came to that, would have 

been a nice hot bowl of oatmeal, soup, or stew there in the 

sound booth.   

     Stew in particular makes me think of some memories that 

I have of growing up in Minnesota.  In the fall and winter, stew 

was a very common dinner for us, but there was one time a 

year when we went all out.  Along with some family friends, 

we would go on a late September or early October camping 

trip.  Each night, we would get a roaring fire going and sit 

around it as we talked.  One of the nights, we always pre-

pared a very tasty stew with potatoes, carrots, onions, corn, 

and dumplings, which we then began to cook over the fire in 

cast iron pots.  I don’t know exactly what it was, but this stew 

was extra good.  Maybe it was the element of an open fire.  

Maybe it was how long it was cooked, causing all of the flavors 

to meld together.  Maybe it was the added element of the 

dumplings on top that put it over the edge.  Or maybe it was 

our anticipation of it, waiting until it was dark until it was final-

ly ready.  

     If I told you that the Bible talks about stew, some of you 

might think that I was pulling your leg, but it’s true.  If you 

remember the story of Jacob and Esau, you know where I am 

going next.  Esau, the oldest brother, had a particular talent 

for hunting, so he would go out for many days at a time on 

hunting trips and come back with the wild game that he had 

caught.  This life was not Jacob’s cup of tea.  He was a quiet 

man and preferred to dwell in tents at home with his mother 

Rebekah.  But even though Jacob was quiet, he was also very 

crafty and sly.  He devised a plan to secure his brother’s birth-

right for himself by preparing a hot, bubbling pot of stew, just 

as his brother Esau was returning for the day.   

     Esau was in need of nourishment from his journey and the 

stew was so appealing, that Esau gave something up for it.  

What he gave up was one of the most precious things that he 

owned and once gone, he would not be able to get it back.  

In Genesis 25:32 Esau says “I am about to die; of what use is a 

birthright to me?” and in verse 34 it says “Thus Esau despised 

his birthright.”  This is a little bit difficult for us to understand 

today, because the concept of oaths and birthrights are for-

eign to our culture.  But back then, this was a very big deal.  

You couldn’t just take back an oath once you had entered 

into one.  And casting off or selling your birthright was a 

shameful embarrassment or even an insult to your family.  

But because Esau was caught up in a moment where he was 

so hungry and exhausted even to the point of death, he still 

gave it up.  

     But what does all of this have to do with us?  Well, if you 

compare the situation that Esau faced and the one that we 

face, there are some similarities.  Esau had been working hard 

and was exhausted, just like we all are from our jobs or all 

that we have had to put up with lately.  Esau saw that the 

threat of death was looming before him and he lunged at the 

first thing that he thought would help improve his wellbeing.  

Many people have chosen to do the same thing during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the unrest in our cities, through 

various ways and means.  Esau undervalued what was  

truly important, by carelessly selling off his birthright for a 

momentary glimpse of relief.  Many, by prioritizing the here 

and now, have neglected their faith by being absent physically 

or spiritually. 

     Despite that, there are still so many who treasure the 

birthright that they have been given as sons and daughters of 

God.  Through the washing of rebirth and renewal in our 

baptism, our birthright is greater than anything Esau would 

have ever received from his Father Isaac.  As it says in  

1 Peter 2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvel-

ous light.”  Though you may be getting harassed and bombard-

ed by everything that is going on, hold on tight to your status 

as a child of God and don’t let go for anything.  Every time 

you worship and hear God’s Word, we are doing what this 

verse says: “proclaiming the excellencies of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  And by doing 

that, our feeble strength is 

restored and our grip tight-

ens.  In the end though, it  

is God who satisfies our  

hungry hearts with the gift of 

His Son Jesus Christ, who 

toiled on the cross and rose 

again on the third day.  What 

He has done for us is truly  

marvelous. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  
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Sunday Morning Bible Study:   

Join us in the Fellowship Hall or by livestream be-

tween the worship services on Sunday mornings 

for the continuation of the Bible Study of Ezekiel.  

There is a page on the Mt. Calvary website dedi-

cated to adult Bible study resources.  If you go to 

www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/biblestudy you will find 

the weekly PowerPoints and outlines to which we 

have become accustomed while we have studied 

Ezekiel.  Also, please feel free to text in your 

questions or comments during Bible study 

to Pastor Kevin. 

 
NEW DAY AND TIME!! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study on Psalm 23:   

On Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. this in-person 

Bible Study will be in the Fellowship Hall and 

livestreamed as it happens.  Please let Pastor 

Chris know if you will be attending.   

 

Thursday Evening Men’s Bible Study:   

At 7:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study on Thursday eve-

nings in the Boardroom.  Let Pastor Kevin or Daryl 

Haeder know if you are interested.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly:   
Tuesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m.  

On the agenda for the Voters’ Assembly is election 

of officers for 2021 and to vote on the proposed 

2021 Budget.  The agenda is posted in both of the 

bulletin board cases in the Narthex and the 

Fellowship Hall.  Important To Attend!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mt. Calvary members and friends,  

     Your Pastors and Elders continue to monitor the situation created 

by COVID-19 in our community.  At our meeting on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 22nd, we made the decision to return to three services per week-

end beginning October 3rd.  Two primary considerations have influ-

enced this decision.  First, the temperature is gradually falling and it will 

be increasingly difficult to hold outdoor services.  Second, our attend-

ance at the 9:30 AM service is increasing and it is becoming more diffi-

cult to manage social distancing efforts without more service options for 

members and guests. 

     While we are returning to three services per weekend, we still want 

to make every effort to ensure the safety of all who worship Christ at 

Mt. Calvary.  Therefore, to limit exposure, our services will be short-

ened along with Bible Study and Sunday School times.  Our Saturday 

service will be held at 7:00 PM as it has in the past, but the Sunday 

morning services will be held at 8:15 and 10:15 with Sunday School and 

Bible Study meeting between 9:15 and 10:00 AM.  This schedule will 

allow for three 45 minute blocks of time within which each activity will 

take place and we will make every effort to stay within that schedule.  

We will no longer require worshipers to have their temperature 

checked before entering the building, but the recommendations to mask 

and use hand sanitizer are still in place.   

     For the month of October, we will still have the Wednesday evening 

communion services during which masks are optional or mandatory on 

an alternating basis week-to-week.  Please continue to register by con-

tacting one of the Pastors or Lorna.  When you reserve your spot, indi-

cate if you would like to have a gluten-free wafer or diluted wine in your 

individual cup.  In order to maximize the usage of sanctuary space, you 

may also be asked if you would be willing to share a pew, with you on 

one end and someone else on the other.  If the virus activity is low in 

Beadle County by Reformation weekend (October 24th/25th), we will 

attempt to have communion in all three weekend services where we 

would practice the traditional manner of distribution rather than com-

muning in place as we have over the summer months.  

     Please continue to watch the website, Facebook, and church publica-

tions for more information.  The status of sanctuary services and activi-

ties will be re-evaluated as information is available and any changes will 

be posted.  For those without internet access to view livestream wor-

ship services and listen to recorded worship services, CDs/bulletins can 

be requested by calling the church office at (605)352-7121.   

     The office is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM-noon and 1:00-

5:00 PM but we are still asking that you call ahead at 352-7121. 

https://www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/biblestudy




The hotline is free,  

confidential and  

available 24/7   

Dear members of Mt. Calvary, on behalf of your elected and called congregational leaders, the Finance 

Board extends its thanks to you for the gifts you have given to this ministry.  Your response to the self 

addressed stamped envelopes (SASE) has been very encouraging.  Another SASE is included in this  

newsletter for your convenience.   
 

In addition to our thanks for your ongoing Christian stewardship we are asking for your help.  When  

you mail your donation we ask that you please also use your offering envelopes.  Since offerings are  

recorded by envelope number, not by name, using your offering envelopes will alleviate the need for  

the finance board to look up the offering envelope number in order to record the offering.. 
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Salvation Army Food Pantry appreciates your help!  Please leave donations on the table in the Fellowship Hall.  Any-

thing non-perishable is appreciated but items especially needed at this time are listed below: 

Canned Items Boxed Items Jars/Jugs 

any soups, especially chunky soups  mac & cheese pancake syrup 

5 oz. cans of tuna  Minute Rice 64 oz. apple juice 

5 oz. cans of chicken pancake mix 64 oz. grape juice 

ravioli or Spaghettios spaghetti spaghetti sauce 

Manwich sauce Ramen noodles 

pork & beans instant potato flakes (15 oz.) 

fruit, any kind Hamburger/Tuna/Chicken Helper 

 breakfast cereal (boxes or bags of cereal) 

One box from the Salvation Army Food Pantry is available to qualified recipients every other month. 

Did you know that each of the Food Pantry boxes also contain toilet paper, paper towels, and a box of tissue?   

They do, so any donations of these items are appreciated as well!  Shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes are also welcomed!  

 Thank you so much! 

Dear friends, 

     I will once again be riding my bike in memory of Isaac Machtemes on Saturday, October 

10th.  Last year I rode to our SD District LC-MS office and together we raised 6,000 dollars 

to support our district's effort to develop a counseling outreach in league with Lutheran 

Family Service of Iowa.  That outreach is growing and Pastor Mick Wolfram was here in 

September as a result.  I have personally benefited from that ministry and it has been made available to our staff as well.  This 

year I will again be raising funds to keep that outreach growing in memory of Isaac.  I plan to ride a blend of gravel and pavement 

from Mt. Calvary, out to Isaac's neighborhood on 215th St., up to Iroquois where he went to school, and then to the town of 

Hitchcock and back to Mt. Calvary for something like 100 total miles.   

     Why Hitchcock?  Because about one year ago one of our congregation members was first on the scene when that communi-

ty lost Caden Miller on August 17, 2019.  I will have these young people in mind, as well as Pat Winegar, as I ride.  You can join 

me in this effort, and donation forms are available through the church office if you are attending church by livestream, or where 

the bulletins are located if you are attending in person.                     Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel, Pastor Chris 

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University  

program resumes on Thursdays, October 15, 

22, 29 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Thank you to all 

the volunteers 

who helped  

August 31-

September 4.   

This is a wonderful 

way to express our 

Christian love for 

our neighbors.   



 

Rebecca Harmdierks-Lund 

430 9th Ave NE, Apt 112 

Watertown  SD  57201-1754 

 
Dallas and Elizabeth McLeod 

803 W Center St 

Madison  SD  57042-2624 

 
Eric Price 

1364 Kansas Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 
Clifford and Marilyn Schieckoff 

Avantara Clark 

201 8th Ave NW 

Clark  SD  57225 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 Emma Lemke 
2 Gladys Boomsma 
 Carter Boetel 
3 Robbie Harrington 
 Paige Snyder 
 Mitchell Dale 
4 Brent Adams 
 Opal Classen 
 Dave Mastel 
5 Natalie Terkildsen 
 Christian Decker 
6 Lucas Peskey 
 Alysana Busch 
 Scot Marone 
 Ryan Jacobs Florey 
7 Kayla Henson 
8 Kasey Winegar 
 Jill Hanson 
 9 Laura Eichstadt 
 Ursula Hopper 
 Lisa Overbay 
 Todd Nelson 
10 Wanelda Merriam 
 Ron Weich 

11 Casey Root 
 Ryan Jons 
12 Trent Greschke 
 Wesyn Brueggeman 
13 Audrey Dick 
 Andrew Walz 
14 Heather Eich 
 Austin Gross 
 August York 
 Fawn Olerud 
15 Katen Tyrrell 
 Brandon Decker 
16 Cody Donovan 
 Kaden Kleinsasser 
17 Linda Haeder 
 Anderson Porisch 
18 Marlus Lemke 
19 Craig Rowcliffe 
 Liam Halbur 
 Gianna Proia 
21 Betty Kuehl 
 Daniel Wilson 
22 Roger Waldner 
 Abby Gross 
 Max Fowler 

23 Amanda Christensen 
 Jenica Steely 
24 Lyndsea Warkenthein 
 Roger Kropuenske 
 Allen Merriam 
 Harley DeJong 
25 Ray Wachter 
 Kameryn Haeder 
 Alexandria Gilbert 
26 Dana Green 
 Jeff Gilbert 
27 Mariah Miller 
 Bobbi Hofer 
29 Cheryl Lentz 
 Bobby Henson 
 Ashton Busch 
30 DeMeris Marone 
 Heidi DeJong 
 Nikalus Busch 
31 Phyllis Kohlmeyer 
 Matthew Rathbun 
 Lyman Bich 
 Alan McWhorter 
 Samuel Kruse  

OCTOBER BAPTISMS 
                Mike Sentell 
1 David Niederbaumer 
 Carol Rakness 
 Anna Kruse 
2 Kevin Buckmaster 
 Al Reinartz 
 Jean Spain 
4 George Linke 
 Zayley Fuller 
5 Jay Siedschlag 
 Skiley Root 
6 Corinne Kohlmeyer 
 Sharon Bittner 
7 Holly Phillips 
 Larry Quam 
8 Donell Mayfield 
 Chad Hanson 
 Gavin Machtemes 
9 Piper Kuehl 
10 Haleigh Ferguson 
 Breanna Terkildsen 
 Samuel Boonstra 
 Evan Gerrits 

11 Chad Schroder 
 Tye Evers 
 Kaden Luellman 
 Ryder Siedschlag 
 Gavin Temme 
12 Wayne Fenske 
 Brooklyn Boetel 
 Henry Van Scharrel 
13 Joan Russell 
 Jane Schley 
16 Barbara Kjellerson 
 Marc Birkeland 
17 Jamie Quiram 
 McKenzie Meyer 
 Phyllis Arwood 
 Carter Porisch 
18 Eli Wonnenberg 
19 Melanie Hinders 
20 Eric Ferguson 
 Brent Adams 
 Mavis Johnson 
 Matthew Mayfield 
 Amanda Boehrns 
 Adelyn VanScharrel 

21 Sarah Stuart 
 Rick Erickson 
23 Emily Salinas 
 Claire Navurskis 
25 David Johnson 
 Marilyn McHenry 
 Emma Lemke 
 Cameron Lemke 
 Timothy Krause 
 Alexandria Gilbert 
26 Lorenda Grace 
 Esther Ritchhart 
 Danielle Brooks 
 Gianna Proia 
27 Dawn Birkeland 
 Jill Hanson 
 Wesley Solberg 
 Carter Solberg 
28 Paige Snyder 
30 Michael Hall 
 Paige Anderson 
31 Heidi DeJong  

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

1  Dean / Vicki Claassen 

3  Art / Jeanie Donnell 

 Kyle / Nicole Gerber 

4 Jeff / Tammy Gilbert 

5  Steve / Donna Frank 

8 Brent / Jenna Adams 

9 Jim / Kerry Rieck 

13 Richard / Carol Hofer 

18 Danny / Shelly Dale 

23  Don / Susan Kinsley 

24  Dennis / D'Ann Fromm 

25  David / Barbara Moser 

26  Fred / Sandy Stolt 

28  Kelly / Michelle Christopherson 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     Well, the first month of preschool has come to a close, and I am happy to report it went 

very well!  We had a lot of fun getting to know each other and the rules.  After the initial  

chaotic first few days, all the children are adjusted to the routine. 

     As we enter October, our attention turns to a very important event in Christian history - 

the Reformation.  October 31st marks the anniversary of what many regard as the beginning  

of the Reformation, the nailing of the 95 theses to the Wittenberg Castle church.  This month 

we will learn a little about who Martin Luther was and what he did for the church.  

     We will also start getting ready for fall!  Autumn lends us a new pallet of colors to use for 

crafting.  I foresee lots of orange, yellow, red, and brown in our future.   

     As usual we will continue learning a new Bible story every week.  This month we are still in the Old Testament, and will be 

learning about Jacob and Joseph's lives.  It is our hope that you continue to pray for our classroom, and we thank you for all of 

your support.                                                                                 — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 

Sunday  School 

News  
 

Starting in  

October,  

Sunday School  

is now meeting from 

9:15-10:00 a.m.   

As Confirmation classes are once 

again in full swing, and we hope will 

be in-person again starting on Octo-

ber 14th we are in need of people 

to provide snacks for our students 

before class.  Yes, many have time 

to grab their own snack before 

class, but not all of them do.  A 

number of them come straight off 

the bus or from long distances 

away.  After a long day of being in school, learning on a empty 

stomach is not ideal or easy.  

 

If you work or have prior commitments on Wednesday evenings, you can still help by 

dropping off some pre-prepared snacks at a time that works for you.  If you consider 

yourself culinary-challenged, you can sign up to set out the snacks and give the kids a 

warm greeting.  

 

If you think any of these roles fit you, please sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall 

counter or talk to one of the Pastors.  As of September 30th, every single slot is open.  

In Christ, Pastor Kevin   

 

Kids 4 Christ 

will not be 

meeting for 

the time  

being.   
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Quarterly Voters’ Assembly  

Tuesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m.  
On the agenda for the Voters’ Assembly is election of 

officers for 2021 and to vote on the proposed 2021 Budget.  

The agenda is posted in both of the bulletin board cases in 

the Narthex and the Fellowship Hall.   

Important To Attend!  


