
Dear friends in Christ, 

     Have you been watching what has been happening all 

around us?  I am not referring directly to the protests and 

uprisings and the conflict that is constantly present the world 

over.  I am talking about what has been happening in the 

church.  Specifically, I am referring to our own circuit here in 

the South Dakota District LC-MS.  It was not long ago that 

Pastor Ryan Janke took a call from his tri-point post Winner/

Hamil/Reliance to serve in Orchard, NE.  Now, Pastor Thom 

Brown, senior Pastor at Zion in Mitchell, SD, has accepted a 

call to serve in Spearfish, SD, and his Associate, Rev. Dan 

Grimmer, is considering a call to a church in Iowa, and anoth-

er to a church in Kansas at the very same time. 

     This is happening because God’s people in 

his church are still carrying on in the mission 

on which he has sent them.  COVID-19 has 

not concluded the mission of the church or 

the ministry of any local congregation.  Pro-

tests and violence have only made our objec-

tives more clear.  Political divisions and  

attempts at historical revision have only cre-

ated more intensity in the hearts of God’s 

people to speak the truth, fight the good fight 

of faith, and reinforce the foundations and 

structures we have in place that support all 

that is good, right, and salutary. 

     Moreover, God has not stopped listening 

to the prayers of His people that He would 

send out workers into His harvest field.  I am 

personally excited to see Thom and Ryan 

take new positions of service and pray for the best on their 

behalf and for those they serve.  I know they will be an an-

swer to prayer where they live and work next.  Still, I feel for 

the congregations to which they bid farewell.  Those people 

of God now enter into a process of self-evaluation and self-

examination you know very well.  They will wait and pray and 

wrestle, and then probably wait and pray and wrestle some 

more.  Even after their prayers are answered, and they re-

ceive a new servant into their fellowship, there will be a time 

of change and transition that will be marked by large invest-

ments of time, talents, and treasures that will take great cour-

age and probably even greater patience. 

     This is one way God prompts His people to grow.  Oh, 

how we want to get comfortable here on planet earth!  Good 

luck with that, if that is your goal in life!  Not sorry, a little 

sarcasm there.  We are not meant to settle in here as resi-

dents because we are only passing through.  Heaven is our 

home.  We are only pilgrims passing through, or sojourners 

who have our hearts set on our true and beloved homeland in 

the presence of Christ where He dwells and we may remain.   

While we trust Jesus’ promise for safe passage through this life, 

we know not what challenges and trials lie between here and 

there.  Good thing He does not tell us up front about every-

thing we have to face this side of heaven.  We would surely be 

overwhelmed.  Instead, He gives us promises like, “I’ll be with 

you always,” and “even though heaven and earth pass away, my 

words will never pass away.” 

     Knowing this makes me appreciate all the more the times of 

wholeness we experience as God’s people in 

the midst of the broken world we see at every 

side.  In the midst of the virus and societal 

breakdown around us, we still have a congrega-

tion at Mt. Calvary which has fellowship in 

Christ as his body.  We have once again begun 

to share the Lord’s Supper.  We hope to begin 

more in-person worship services sometime in 

July.  We are running with full staff and we are 

meeting our basic financial needs.  Our commu-

nity has shown great cooperation in addressing 

the pandemic and issues others have not.  More 

crops are in the ground this year than last, and 

many of our members have said that they are 

growing closer to Christ and each other as they 

face the challenges of our times. 

     I am especially thankful for the support you 

have offered in these difficult times.  It has been lonely for us to 

lead worship at a distance but my family and I have never felt 

like we were disconnected from you.  We celebrated two years 

at Mt. Calvary in June and we could never have predicted what 

a roller coaster ride it would be.  Yet we are honored that God 

chose us to be here for these days in service to him with you. 

     I am glad that the Lord has also seen fit to bless us with 

such a great team at Mt. Calvary.  At every challenge our 

boards, and preschool teachers, and Lorna, and Pastor Kevin 

have continued to complete the next task at hand to move us 

forward daily, each according to his or her own calling in 

Christ.  These recent storms of life would have been very diffi-

cult to navigate without all hands on deck. 

     I am thankful to God for all these faithful workers and wish 

to acknowledge their faithfulness here.  I am especially thankful 
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“Justice”   
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     What a first year it has been here at Mt. Calvary!  As I’m 

writing this, it has not quite been a year since I moved to 

South Dakota and became one of your pastors, but next 

month will be too late for the anniversary, so I decided to 

thank you this month.  I am truly blessed to be here and to 

have gotten to know all of you.   

     No, my first year wasn’t exactly what I expected when I 

thought about it last July, but that was always going to be the 

case.  Things are almost never the way you expect them to be 

and that can be a very good thing.  You become challenged, 

surprised, and thankful in ways you couldn’t have anticipated.  

That has certainly been the case throughout this pandemic.  I 

have been inspired by the ways that you seek to help, the 

ways you care for each other, and of course, the rock-solid 

faith that you have shown as our lives proved to be much 

more difficult.  

     Things are starting to look a little bit better here in Huron. 

The numbers of cases have seemingly calmed down and many 

businesses are starting their various phases for reopening.  

We too, at Mt. Calvary, have begun to open up our doors for 

short communion services, in addition to the outdoor and 

livestream ones we have already been doing.  Before congre-

gations started coming together again, there was a certain 

sentiment that I was hearing quite a lot from people in our 

country.  Basically, people were saying that it was not just or 

right for churches to have to close their doors.   

     Of course, people weren’t blaming the churches them-

selves, but rather the governing authorities who told them 

how many people were allowed in a space, if they could open 

their doors, or if their activities were essential or not.  As 

Americans, we object to government overreach into the are-

na of faith.   

     We wonder if something like this could be long-lasting or 

have a detrimental effect for Christians in the years yet to 

come.  And we also wonder how the separation will affect us 

and those we care about.  And make no mistake about it, not 

being able to gather together in God’s House with our fellow 

Christians has been a tragedy.  We have seen the toll on peo-

ple, both mentally and spiritually. 

     But, as I was laying out the case many have made, you 

might have noticed a topic that has come up an awful lot late-

ly:  justice.  In addition to the concerns about churches being 

closed, it has also been a prominent word in the aftermath of 

the killing of George Floyd.   

     But is the meaning of justice the same in each of these 

contexts?  Probably not.  There seems to be very little about 

justice that can be agreed upon in this day and age.  The 

more people you ask for their definition of justice, the more 

answers you will receive.   
(continued on page 3) 

 

to God that He answered our prayers for an associate pastor 

who would have Jesus first in his life and service to his people 

as his passion.  I am blessed to have him not only as a brother 

pastor, but also as my pastor at many times.  I pray I can offer 

the same blessing to him along the way.  He is coming up on 

his first anniversary.  If you have a chance, let him know that 

we are glad he is here.  We always pray that the Lord’s will is 

fulfilled, and that ours is aligned with his holy plan, but as we 

pray “your will be done,” it’s ok to ask that Pastor Kevin stays 

for many years and is uplifted and fulfilled in his call to Mt. 

Calvary.  That is my prayer.  Lord, have mercy, and send more 

faithful workers into your harvest field to inspire and uplift 

your church throughout the world.  To your Eternal Glory!  

Amen. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 
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Dear members of Mt. Calvary, on behalf of your elected and called congregational leaders, the Finance 

Board extends its thanks to you for the gifts you have given to this ministry.  Your response to the self 

addressed stamped envelopes (SASE) has been very encouraging.  Another SASE is included in this  

newsletter for your convenience.   
 

In addition to our thanks for your ongoing Christian stewardship we are asking for your help.  When  

you mail your donation we ask that you please also use your offering envelopes.  Since offerings are  

recorded by envelope number, not by name, using your offering envelopes will alleviate the need for  

the finance board to look up the offering envelope number in order to record the offering. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————-———— 

The Board of Stewardship would like to make the congregation aware that they can give their offerings electronically if they so 

choose.  First of all we should look at what scripture says. "Everyone should give what they have decided to give in their heart, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver" 2 Corinthians 9:7.  We give offerings out of joyful thanks-

giving for the gifts that God has given to us.  As new tools become available, it is okay if we wish to use them as long as we are 

careful to remember the reason we are giving.  What we have found is, the simplest way for you to give electronically, should 

you choose to, is through the bill pay services offered by your bank.  Here are some guide-lines:  

1. Set the church up as biller in your bill pay account.  

2. Put your offering envelope number as the account number.  

3. You can designate the fund where you want the money to go  

    (general, missions, building, preschool) in the memo line.  

4. Schedule either a one time or recurring transfer.  

5. Verify that the payment cleared your account.  

We realize this is not a fit for everyone, and are not suggesting that people need to adopt this method  

of giving.  We are just letting people know it is a tool available which may be helpful to them.  It also could be used to send 

your offering to church on a week when you are not able to be there.  However, we would caution against thinking that the 

church just wants your money.  The Lord looks for hearts set apart for Him alone.   

—Your Fellow Servants in Christ, the Board of Stewardship. 

     Nevertheless, we live in a country where justice is one of 

the ideals that is fought and striven for.  At the very end of 

the Pledge of Allegiance, we hear the words “with liberty and 

justice for all.”  Is the justice we hear mentioned so often the 

same thing as what God is talking about?  Let’s take a look at 

what God says about justice in His Word.   

     A good place to look first would be the Psalms, because 

there we see justice as one of the defining attributes of God 

and also how it is perceived in Him by the people who ob-

serve it.  Looking there, we see that Psalm 33:5 and 37:28 

both say the Lord loves justice, so we know immediately that 

the concept of it is not objectionable to Him.  In fact, it is the 

exact opposite.  

     Next, in Psalm 10:18 and 72:2, we find out that justice is 

especially needed in the presence of great need, such as those 

who are widows, orphans, poor, and oppressed.  Finally, we 

see in Psalm 112:5 that “it is well with the man who deals 

generously and lends; who conducts his affairs with justice.”   

     So, in general terms, you might define justice as doing what 

is right for those who have suffered, as commanded by your 

loving God.  But there is one more element that enters into 

the equation:  being impartial.  This is something that has be-

come a central focus in public discussions of justice.  

     How do we get people to treat each other in the same 

way, no matter who they are?  In an ideal world, every single 

person would be treated as equal under the law, but we know 

that there is so much more that goes into it.  People have 

different experiences, different backgrounds, and react differ-

ently to different situations.  Sin causes people to seek re-

venge, to become angry, to become frustrated, to hurt, and 

to kill others.   

     So, is God able to be impartial with us?  According to the 

God’s Law, we are all violators in many and diverse ways.  

And we know that God does not tolerate sin.  But at the 

same time, we know that God looks upon every single per-

son He has created as the same in at least one respect:  He 

loves all of us.   

     And in order to remedy the problem of sin, God sent His 

only Son Jesus into the world to die and rise again, so that 

when He looks at us, He sees Him instead.  He sees His 

righteousness, His holiness, and His worthiness in us instead 

of the failures that He would have seen.  So we can always 

praise our God that He did not leave us to stand on our own 

merits and so be justly condemned.  

     And we can work to serve just causes that we see before 

us and even go seeking more that we are not able to see in 

this moment.  I will leave you with one more thought from 

Micah 6:8, which says “He has told you, O man, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  May 

God grant you the ability to do all of these things and more 

in the name of Jesus. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  
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The hotline is free,  

confidential and 

available 24/7   

July Birthdays 
1 Amber Mastel 
2 Kristina Boetel 
 Anna Kruse 
 Brelynn Airheart 
3 Larry Johnson 
 Mike Sentell 
 Michelle Christopherson 
 Dave Stahl 
 Jocelyn Busch 
 Rev. Chris Navurskis 
4 Donna Harmdierks 
 Paul Cramer 
5 Presley Eich 
 Neil Asmus 
 Ellie Toman 
 Maddie Toman 
6 Todd Hamilton 
 Diezel Mastel 
7 Rick Hofer 
 Tara Mastel 
 Ryan Wenz 
 Joe Airheart 
 Dilan Gerrits 
8 Andrew VanScharrel 
9 Julie Kropuenske 
 John Cramer 
 Ann Cruse 
 Merele Jones 
10 Dean Peskey 
 Jason Mastel 
11 Brenda Phillips 
 Dareld Schley 
 Holly Rounds 
12 Paul Borkowski 

 Tyler Sutton 
 Hanna Berg 
 Angella Van Scharrel 
 Rev. Dale Sattgast 
14 Dick Stamp 
 Jack Boonstra 
15 Ruth Eilers 
 Betty Lang 
 Avah Newman 
 Debbie Sattgast 
16 Vickie Tiede 
 Karissa Schroder 
17 Nicole Classen 
 Kevin Eichstadt 
 James Horn 
18 Carolyn Quiram 
 Deanna Wendt 
 Stephanie Arbach 
 Chad Olerud 
 Holly Smidt 
19 Vernal Hanson 
 Judy Tschetter 
20 Tyler Meyer 
 Angela Lyon 
21 Scott Adams 
 Glenn Dick 
 Tyler Sutton 
22 Jody Ramon 
 Chad Schroder 
 Ruby Jungemann 
23 Scott Boetel 
24 Michael Hall 
 Kylie Overbay 
25 Kevin Buckmaster 
 Gavin Machtemes 

26 David Peskey 
28 Esther Ritchhart 
 Shirley Tschetter 
 Daniel Kohlmeyer 
 Maxim Gross 
30 Donald Zavesky 
 Steven Frank 
 Shawn Adermann 
 Dawn Eining 
 Blaine Carey 
 
 
July Baptisms 
11 Charles Gascoigne 
2 Michele Snyder 
 Sue Mastel 
 Kyle Gerber 
3 Phyllis Kohlmeyer 
 Rod Olerud 
4 Charles Erling 
 Douglas Root 
 Russell Root 
5 Adam Kogel 
 Blake Messegee 
 Sandra Swenson 
 Katen Tyrrell 
 MaKenna DeJong 
 Jenica Steely 
 Arianna Steely 
6 Jayven VanScharrel 
 Jade Shoultz 
7 Penny Dooley 
8 Rhonda Jorgensen 
 Barbara Schley 
 Mark Kohlmeyer 

 Nicholas Dammann 
 Karen Donovan 
9 Caleb Adermann 
 Olaf Kruse 
10 Cody Shoultz 
 Benjamin Hein 
 Alishaunee Griffith 
 Joette Erickson 
 Kaidin Adams 
 Margaret Reuer 
11 Elaine Adams 
 Judy Miller 
12 Brandon Adams 
 Esther Borkowski 
 Neil Asmus 
13 Larry Reimnitz 
 Dillon Lentz 
14 Clint Bartel 
 Shauna Tiede 
16 Mason Small 
 Nathan Wipf 
17 Jeremy Dick 
18 Carson Hruby 
19 Emma Abbott 
20 David Seaman 
 Eric Hall 
 Tara Mastel 
 Denaesia Aldridge 
21 Cheryl Lentz 
22 Zachary Quiram 
 Angella Van Scharrel 
 Graceana Terkildsen 
 Devyn Brooks 
23 Claudia Johnson 
 Megan Maas 

 Lois Frank 
 Gatlun Brueggeman 
24 Ann Cruse 
 Logan Peskey 
25 Austin Harmdierks 
26 Dilan Gerrits 
27 Alexandra Waldner 
28 Paul Borkowski 
 Dontaevian Aldridge 
 Rev. Chris Navurskis 
29 Nichole Wenz 
 Torria Howard 
31 Andrew VanScharrel 
 Gregory Johnson 
 Winchester Temme 
 
 
July Anniversaries 
2 Matt / Ginger Moeding 
 Al / Darlene Reinartz 
3 Regan / Kristi Glanzer 
5 Mike / Barb Hall 
7 Jason / Kim Tyrrell 
8 Brad / Kathy Weatherford 
16 Ray / DeeDee Wachter 
17 Brian / Karen Rand 
18 Christopher / Sara Newman   
 Jeff / Jennifer Peskey 
25 Terry / Twila Gascoigne    
27 Bryan / Angella Van Scharrel 
29 Chad / Jennifer Schroder 
30 Shawn/ Danielle Geigle 
31 Lyle / Dee Boetel 

 

Emma Abbott 

2411 9th St, Apt 304 

Brookings  SD  57006-5501 
 

Neil Asmus 

4609 N Graduate Ave 

 Apt 131 

Sioux Falls  SD  57107 
 

James Halbur 

1325 Kansas Ave NE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Kelsey Henson 

509 S Main St 

Onida  SD  57564 
 

Jessica Howard 

474 Jefferson Blvd 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Claudia Johnson 

1725 Lawnridge Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

David Johnson 

462 Blue Sky Dr 

Kuna  ID  83634-2117 
 

Joshua Leachman 

155 Nebraska Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Cody Mead 

5302 English Oak Dr 

Killeen  TX  76542-5791 
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Nikki and Isabella Fechner, 1336 Riverview Dr, Huron  SD  57350 

LWML Update 
 

LWML will not meet in July.  
 

We are looking for people 

who would be willing to help 

at the Puppet Place during the 

State Fair.  Anyone is wel-

come to volunteer.  We also 

ask that you keep the Puppet Place in your prayers before, during, 

and after the fair.   

Paula Van Scharrel, LWML President 

 

Thank you for the diapers that were 

dropped off at the church between 

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day and 

for the monetary donations sent as 

well.  Some diapers have already 

been distributed to those in need! 
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July Schedule 
 

 

Sunday, July 5 and following Sundays — subject to change 

 

  8:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service in the parking lot at  

 Mt. Calvary (weather permitting) 

  9:30 a.m. Livestream Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Following the worship service there will be a  

 livestream Bible Study broadcast from the Sanctuary 

 

 

Wednesday and Saturday — subject to change 

 

  7:00 p.m. Communion Service - pre-registration required 

Call church office (605)442-7121 

 

July 4th - Independence Day 

No Evening Communion Service 


