
     Dear friends in Christ, I want to answer the question on 

all our minds, but I need to do that using an analogy.  From 

my pastoral perspective, there is a truth to be learned and a 

lesson to complete as we answer the question I have been 

asked more than any other since March 17th:  “Pastor, when 

do you think we will have church again?” 

     Like you, I am looking forward with great anticipation to 

gathering again for “church.”  In fact, like you, I am looking 

forward to getting back to many of the activities I enjoy in 

groups of people.  One of those is riding my bike with a 

group of cyclists for my yearly ride in Wisconsin (to support 

childhood cancer research), or the weekly Wednesday night 

ride in Mitchell. 

     Even though I have not been able to ride with others in 

groups this year, I have still been training – a lot.  By the time 

you read this, I will have cranked over 1200 outdoor miles for 

February through April 2020, not to mention indoor trainer 

“miles” I rode during the cold of January.  I am focused on 

making the most of every group ride in the future by building 

my own skills and strengths now.  That way, when I ride with 

the other people in the group, I will be able not only to keep 

pace but also to take the lead and push the group through a 

headwind, or lead out on a sprint, or catch a wheel climbing 

up one of those hills north and east of Mitchell.  I want to be 

ready and I want to help make the group stronger.  Now, to 

be totally transparent, you probably know that I always want 

to be the fastest (and some nights I am : ), but more than that 

I want to have something to give.  

     I have been thinking a lot about you while I have been 

biking these days.  I have been thinking about us, and Mt Cal-

vary, and how the church works.  In cycling, my individual 

rides help my group rides and my group rides help my individ-

ual training.  The same goes for church.  

     We have been prevented from assembling together in one 

sacred building for about six weeks now, but that does not 

mean we must be idle or fractured.  We have still been united 

in worship through livestreamed videos.  We have conducted 

board meetings on Zoom and GoToMeeting.  We have con-

ducted Confirmation instruction and pastoral care on-line and 

by phone and through mailings.  “But pastor, it’s not the 

same,” you might say, and I would agree.  I miss you and the 

blessing of the sights and sounds of a full church, or Bible 

study, or spirited discussion in any one of a dozen meetings (I 

might be okay with less of those in the future).  Nevertheless, 

I don’t want to miss the lesson in understanding the fullness 

of what we mean by saying, “It’s not the same.” 

     When we say, “it’s not the same,” we recognize the im-

portance of both the public and private setting of the Christian 

life.  Everything we believe, teach, and practice in the public 

assembly should still be lived out in private, in our homes, and 

in our daily life when we are deployed in the world during the 

week.  It seems like one side of the equation is now missing and 

we feel off-balance.  As you feel that, I need to proclaim from 

my pastoral office that I have felt that same way for years be-

fore COVID19 and stay-at-home orders.  I have just not had 

the words to say it before now.  I have often felt like we all 

(myself included), need to strengthen our personal devotional 

work in Christ. 

     As much as we are off-balance now, I’d say we were off bal-

ance before.  I am not saying this to be critical or harsh.  I just 

don’t want to miss the moment when we all might be paying 

attention.  Right now we have been forced to enhance our own 

daily training in the Word – unless you have chosen to leave 

that part of your life dormant.  If we focus on our individual 

training in the Word and our daily devotions and Bible study 

along with family prayer, just think of the way that would en-

hance our public gathering when we can again assemble!  I don’t 

mean that you should lock yourself up in the library for an hour 

each day (go for it if you want), but I am thinking that we could 

each be more systematic or intentional about something as 

basic as reading our Bible.  

     When I first started cycling, I’d try to make it a mile out of 

town each day for a week.  Then I started going two miles, and 

then three.  Then I tried five.  For years I only biked with oth-

ers when I had the courage or when I felt really confident (think 

about how a new Christian must feel).  Pretty soon, I started 

reading books on training and health and diet.  I lost weight and 

gained muscle and speed and endurance.  The same can happen 

in your Christian faith.  Try reading a verse or chapter a day.  

Read the Portals of Prayer or a part of the catechism.  Help your 

kids keep the Catechism committed to memory.  It will save us 

a month of having to re-learn it in class in the fall.  Sing through 

a hymn.  Call a friend and say the Lord’s Prayer together or 

Psalm 23.  Do it every day.  Keep a training log.  You will not 

only learn but you will literally become stronger in the faith.  

Not just “your” belief, but the Christian faith. 

     When I am asked, “When do you think we will have church 

again?”  I understand what the person is asking, and usually re-

ply with something like, “At this time we plan to follow our city 

ordinances,” or “We will surely discuss the matter at our El-

ders’ board meeting on May 5th (which we actually plan to do),” 
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but what I really what to say is something like, “Technically, 

we never stopped ‘having church.’”  Dear brothers and sisters 

in Christ, you are the church.  Given the question on all our 

minds, the situation we are in gives us a chance to highlight 

the value and importance of the great commission placed on 

every believer as well as the devotional life of the Christian. 

     When we talk about “having church,” we usually have 

worship services, or confirmation class, or Bible study, or the 

Divine Service in mind.  Please remember, however, that we 

still have church going on every day, wherever you are, in 

your own vocation, in your calling as a mom or a dad, or hus-

band or wife, or brother or sister, or simply as a child of God.  

We have church going on in Jesus’ name wherever you are, 

because his name is on you.  

     You are familiar with Matthew 18:20.  There Jesus promis-

es that where two or three gather in His name He is right 

there with them, but we often assume that is limited to the 

way we say His name or pronounce an invocation.  If His 

presence depended on our performance, however, we’d be in 

trouble.  Wherever we gather as baptized children of God, 

His name is already there.  His name is His Word. His prom-

ise is given by that Word.  Baptism is not something we per-

form or accomplish.  The Lord is the one who works through 

water and His Word and His called servants in the church.  

The work He performs secures our confidence and moves us 

in our service to Him and outreach to others.  That is why 

He also promises His disciples of every generation, “I am with 

you always even to the very end of the age.” 

     In Confirmation class, when I teach the second command-

ment, I talk about the way we all have a given first and last 

name.  It’s not like a hat or a tattoo or physical badge that can 
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be distorted or removed or lost.  His name on us in baptism is 

a matter of identity.  It’s like a family name given at birth.  Even 

if I changed my last name from Navurskis to Jones or Smith or 

Koester : ), I am still in fact the son of Stanley and Cheryl Na-

vurskis.  I will in that way always be a Navurskis.  The way I 

live my life will either drag that name through insult and injury, 

or bring it honor by following the values the family of believers 

in Christ proclaim.  This is tremendously important to remem-

ber in a day and age where popular messages from the culture 

insist that fixed marks and attributes of identity can be modi-

fied in any number of “transitions.”  This is an attack of Satan 

on the whole church, and all of God’s creation, not just indi-

vidual people.  His goal is to pull apart God’s creation and to 

fracture the church in belief and practice.  We defeat him 

when we live this faith in public and private, assembled and 

deployed.  

     By all that we believe, teach, and confess, wherever we are 

at any given moment we are united – in Christ.  As one of my 

favorite hymns declares… 

I am the church! You are the church! 

We are the church together 

All who follow Jesus 

All around the world 

Yes, we’re the church together 

  

The church is not a building 

The church is not a steeple 

The church is not a resting place  

The church is a people 

  

Your friend and fellow learner, Pastor Chris 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

     Thank you for your ongoing support of the mission at Mt Calvary!  Though we have been unable to hold corporate wor-

ship services, we are still advancing the kingdom work in this place.  Special thanks to David Hinders and the Trustees for all 

they have done in league with the church Council to support and develop our livestream ministry.   

     In the last six weeks, On Sight 24/7 was contracted to acquire and install the A/V equipment necessary to begin and then 

upgrade that ministry.  Ryan Kruse and Roger Kropuenske assisted in identifying needed equipment and resolving the chal-

lenges of connecting new and existing hardware.  We plan to conduct worship by livestream only until at least mid-May, and 

to livestream at least one corporate worship service per weekend after all restrictions are lifted. 

     Mike Frank has finished the church’s woodwork restoration in the two stairways leading to the basement and will be tak-

ing some time off to finish some other projects before starting on the cabinets for the bells in the near future.  The painting 

in the east stairway will be finished in the next couple of weeks.   

     A security camera has also been installed in the preschool room, and a lock was installed on the door to the choir loft.  

All the thermostats in the north addition, preschool and sanctuary were turned down to 62 degrees to save on energy costs. 

     Bob Mayfield has turned his attention to the waxing and cleaning of tile flooring in high traffic areas like the kitchens and 

bathrooms on the main floor.  He will also address the carpet in the Fellowship Hall and the tile in the basement before the 

church reopens.  

     There is still work to be done in cleaning the landscaping and gutters as well as miscellaneous indoor items.  We hope 

that as Huron begins to reopen, we can enlist your help in completing some of these projects on a volunteer basis. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Chris 
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“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”   
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  

Dear Members and Friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     I pray that God has blessed you with an extraordinary 

amount of patience and peace as we continue the battle 

against COVID-19.  For some, one month seems to have been 

the threshold for how long they could stand doing something 

like this.  In places like Jacksonville, Florida, we have seen a 

flood of people go on to the beaches, longing to do something 

normal again once it has again been permitted.  In other plac-

es like Wisconsin and Michigan, people have organized pro-

tests against the extremely tight restrictions that have caused 

the economy to come to a screeching halt, but have also 

seemingly “flattened the curve,” as was the goal.   

     Seeing people on those beaches made me wonder what 

the next couple months will look like in our own area.  As 

summer gets into full swing, we would usually see a lot of 

people going on vacation or taking trips to places they enjoy.  

In Minnesota, many people head up north where they have a 

cabin on the lake.  Others might head to their favorite camp-

ground and park the RV.  Depending on what kind of person 

you are, you might have enjoyed putting your feet up or drop-

ping a fishing line into the water.  It’s so engrained in the cul-

ture I grew up in that I have a hard time seeing anybody put a 

stopper in it.  There’s just something relaxing and irreplacea-

ble about being in a new place doing something different than 

the routine. 

     Of course, our routine has become even less desirable 

lately.  Though a lot of things might be similar, there is a 

weight upon us knowing that people are telling us we must do 

this and we can’t even think about doing the other things we 

have on our mind, like venturing out and meeting up with 

friends we haven’t seen for a long time.  There seems to be 

no end to being on high-alert, while going away for a while 

would normally provide an escape.   

     So, where can we find reprieve from all these bad feelings 

constantly swirling around us?  Looking to the Bible and some 

of the people God worked through would be one good place 

to start.  As a boy, David probably knew all about peaceful-

ness.  When we are first introduced to him, he had been out 

in the fields by himself tending to the sheep, while his broth-

ers had the biggest “job interview” of their lives.  When he 

returned to the house after being called by his father Jesse, he 

was identified as the one Samuel had been looking for.  Later 

on in his life, He frequented the king’s court and played the 

harp so beautifully that it was the only thing that let King Saul 

rest.  This sounds a lot like a person who was the epitome of 

peacefulness.   

     Though there was probably a great amount of tranquility 

in his life, he had more than his share of stress and danger.  As 

a shepherd, he fought against lions and bears to keep the flock 

safe.  As the youngest brother in his family, he might have 

become an afterthought at times, as all of his brothers were 

ahead of him in line to receive an inheritance from their fa-

ther.  In addition, his country was at war with the Philistines 

and other countries on a nearly constant basis.  He might 

have thought that  one day he would be enlisted to fight in 

the same kind of battles his brothers were fighting.  The big-

gest obstacle facing everyone was a giant soldier named Goli-

ath, who mocked the armies who cowered in front of him.  

Though David slung the stone and killed Goliath, King Saul 

grew jealous of his fame and wanted him dead.  

     Even after David had ascended to the throne, he still did-

n’t have his whole life together.  He struggled with sin openly, 

as he had Uriah killed in order to continue committing adul-

tery with Bathsheba.  As a result, the child they had together 

died.  Another of his sons, Absalom, would rebel against him 

and it would end in tragedy.   

     There is a reason that King David was inspired to write so 

many Psalms.  In order to reach peace, he knew that he 

needed a guide.  He didn’t necessarily need to go anywhere 

different or do something he had never done before.  He just 

needed to go to the Lord with his problems, as well as his 

joys.  For David, bottling those things up was not an option, 

because he knew the troubles could destroy him from the 

inside out.  On the other hand, he knew God rejoices when 

we share our thanksgivings with Him and grants us the peace 

we crave.  

     In one of my favorite Bible verses, Psalm 119:105, David 

says “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path.”  David knew that true peace and rest only comes 

through the Lord.  Sometimes we are so eager to go to cer-

tain places, that we forget the light that lights our path.  

While it is certainly good to go and relax once in a while, if 

we do not bring our most prized truths with us wherever we 

go, we are liable to stumble and fall.  God promises us that 

His light will never go out or cease to be an aid to us in what 

we do.   

     Many times we see clear paths ahead and we give thanks, 

but other times, like now, we see minefields and pitfalls just 

about everywhere we step.  We fear taking another step 

forward because we think it might lead to another few back-

ward if it goes wrong.  We could never navigate everything if 

we did not have the light of God’s lamp going before us.  Eve-

ry Christian’s life is illuminated by God’s Word.  Without 

that we are just on a trip to nowhere.  But we know that 

though we cannot go many places or see many people right 

now, we are not on a trip without a destination.  God has a 

plan for us in this life and the next.  We just need to be at 

peace and have patience as we wait for it to be shown. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin Koester  



Bryan Harmdierks 

197 6th St NE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Craig Rowcliffe 

314 2nd St SW 

De Smet  SD  57231  

 
 

 

Natalie Terkildsen 

843 Arizona Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350  

The hotline is free,  

confidential and 

available 24/7   
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2020 May LWML News 
 

The Mt. Calvary LWML met via Zoom on April 15.  There were eight of us present.  

We plan to meet this way on May 7th, our regular meeting night, at 7:00  p.m.  Any-

one is welcome to join us for a Bible study and short business meeting.  Our Bible 

study topic in April was “Why the Joy of the Lord is Our Strength.”  If you contact 

Paula Van Scharrel, LWML president, she will send you the I.D. number to join the 

meeting.  Her contact information is available through the church office.  
 

Thank you to Kristi Glanzer for getting the Easter lilies.  She will also take care of 

purchasing and displaying the poinsettias.  Debbie Busch has volunteered to be the chairperson for the flowers that are present 

for services each weekend.  We appreciate her stepping forward to serve the church in this way.  Thank you to Marilyn Hanson 

who had done this faithfully for many years.  Thank you also for those who assist with this on a weekly basis:  Dee Dee 

Wachter, Kim Borkowski, Lila Stamp, and Donna Bartel.  
 

Those wishing to continue giving to our LWML general offering, Mites for mission work, or to the seminary student we sup-

port, can send their offerings to the LWML treasurer Kerry Niederbaumer at 1870 Lawnridge SE, Huron SD 57350.  Our cur-

rent seminary student is Tom Mueller from Watertown, who is a student at Concordia Seminary St. Louis.  Please send your 

offerings to Kerry before the May 7th meeting so she can make the deposit shortly after that meeting.  Our Mite grants still 

need to be funded during this difficult time of our separation.  Please designate where you would like your offerings assigned.  
 

The District LWML convention that would have been May 29 & 30th in Yankton has been cancelled.  Election of officers and 

choosing the new Mite grants will still take place via mail or through technology 
 

Paula Van Scharrel, LWML President 

 

Jeanette Tschetter will celebrate her 90th birthday  

on May 24th.  Her children have requested a card shower  

for Jeanette.  Cards may be mailed to Good Samaritan-The Lodge, 

4400 W Creekside Dr. Apt 302, Sioux Falls  SD  57106.  

Kenneth Schley will be celebrating his 80th birthday  

on May 25th.  His children are requesting a card shower for him.  

Cards may be mailed to his home address.  

Diaper 

Derby 
 

LWML is 

sponsoring 

the annual 

Diaper  

Derby from 

Mother's Day 

May 10 to Father’s Day June 21.  Diapers could be 

dropped off at the church or a donation could be sent 

to LWML treasurer Kerry Niederbaumer, 1870 

Lawnridge Ave, Huron SD 57350.  Thank you! 

Gene and Lois McMillan will celebrate their 70th wedding 

anniversary on May 20th.   

 

If you would like to send  

a card, their address is  

37 Pennington Ave SW,  

Huron  SD  57350. 



M A Y  B I R T H D A Y S 
1 Pastor Koester 
 Cameron Schroder 
2 Isabella Shreeve 
 Thomas Mayfield 
 Bexley Gorden 
4 DeeDee Wachter 
 Deanna Peskey 
5 Megan Maas 
 Curtis Waldner 
 Danielle Geigle 
 Carson Hruby 
 Debbie Jungemann 
6 Eric Price 
 Barb Hall 
7 Trustin Wenz 
8 Wanda Bogh 
 Judy Henson 
 Piper Porisch 

10 Corrine Kohlmeyer 
11 Patsy Hornig 
 Marlett Snoozy 
12 Tabitha Reuter 
 Zayley Fuller 
13 Jeff Dunn 
 Elizabeth Joel 
 Brooke Hunter 
14 Lucinda Alter 
 Keegan McMahon 
 Bill Eining 
 Paullyn Carey 
16 Tricia Sundeen 
 Gwynne Lemke 
 Rod Olerud 
 Lucas Snyder 
18 Gregory Johnson, Jr. 
 Shelby Dosch 
19 Angela Boetel 

20 Dennis Schilling 
 Tyler Bartunek 
 Jack Corey 
21 Katharina Peter 
22 Torria Howard 
23 Bryan Van Scharrel 
 Kyle Gerber 
24 Donna Schroeder 
 Barbara Kjellerson 
 Gene McMillan 
 Caleb Adermann 
 Jeanette Tschetter 
25 David Lemke 
 Nathan Boehrns 
 Ken Schley 
26 Terry White 
 Andrew Hornig 
 Trace Wenz 
27 Mason Small 

28 Suzanne Meyer 
29 Dale Knudson 
 Randy Starzl 
 Billy Hornig 
30 Zachary Quiram 
 Benjamin Hein 
 Elaine Adams 
 Shawn Johnson 
31 Russ Kleinsasser 
 
 
A N N I V E R S A R I E S 
4 Jim / Elaine Adams 
6 James / Nancy Hein 
 Doug / Jody Minske 
7 Allen / Robin Shoultz 
13 Daryl / Linda Haeder 
14 Chuck / Emma Kranz 
 Rod / Jane Schley 

 Andrew / Kristina Van     
Scharrel 

 Todd / Stacy Boonstra 
15 Dale / Bobbi Jo Zavesky 
16 Ryan / Barb Wenz 
17 David / Melanie Hinders 
 Dennis / Yvonne Ohlrogge 
18 Bruce/ Jeanne Zavesky 
 Darvin / Charlene Polsean 
20 Eugene / Lois McMillan 
 Scott / Angela Boetel 
21 Charles / Penny Lentz 
22 Kyle / Jennifer Porisch 
24 Ben / Becky Dragt 
27 Marty / Lachele Wenzel 
28 Jeffrey / Vickie Tiede 
 Joe / Natasha Airheart 
29 Jack / Bernice Corey 
 Travis / Sherri Hunter 

 

Dear members of Mt. Calvary, on behalf of your elected and called congregational leaders, the 

Finance Board extends its thanks to you for the gifts you have given to this ministry.  Your  

response to the self addressed stamped envelopes (SASE) has been very encouraging.  Another 

SASE in included in this newsletter for your convenience.   
 

In addition to our thanks for your ongoing Christian stewardship we are asking for your help.  

When you mail your donation we ask that you please also use your offering envelopes.  Since  

offerings are recorded by envelope number, not by name, using your offering envelopes will  

alleviate the need for the finance board to look up the offering envelope number in order to  

record the offering. 

Page 5 JOURNAL 



Address label here 

Non Profit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 
Huron, South Dakota 

Permit No. 284 

J O U R N A L 
The Church of the Lutheran Hour 

Published Monthly 
May, 2020 

Mt Calvary Lutheran Church 
And Preschool 

 
A member Church of 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
688 Dakota Ave S 
Huron, S.D. 57350 

 
Phone:  
605.352.7121 Church 
605.352.7122 School 
 
Website:  www.mtcalvaryhuron.org 

“Mt. Calvary: Where New Life Begins ” 
Return Service Requested 

Inside this issue: 
 

Pages 1-2  

— Article by Pastor Chris  

 

Page 2  

— Note from Pastor Chris on behalf of the  

     Board of Trustees 

 

Page 3  

— Article by Pastor Kevin 

 

Page 4  

— Letter from Paula Van Scharrel,  

     LWML President  

 

Page 5  

— Note from the Board of Finance 

— May Calendar, Birthdays, Anniversaries 

 

Ascension  
Livestream  

Worship Service  

Thursday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Livestream worship services are at 9:30 a.m.  

on Sunday mornings with Bible Study following.  
 

Go to https://www.onsight247.com/mt-calvary-huron-sd/  

Or https://www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/livestream  
 

Worship service bulletin at https://www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/bulletin  
 

Audio recordings of past worship services are available at 

https://www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/worship-services  
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