
    Needless to say, after I finished my last newsletter and 

made a few mental notes about where I would pick up in 

April, I had something completely different in mind.  Just like 

you, I expected life to keep on going day-to-day pretty much 

as it had been.  I had expected to be writing to you about the 

way our Lenten journey was moving us toward our yearly 

celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.  

    Now, “everything” has changed.  Or, has it?  Much has 

changed, but has “everything” changed?  At least that is what I 

hear people say and what I read on the news or posts on-line.  

People preface their posts with, “this is the new ‘normal,’ ” or 

“now that everything is different.”  Conversations I have had 

on the phone or in person (at a social distance :-) ), end with 

someone lamenting “the world will never be the same.”  They 

are referencing the observable changes in perceptions and 

patterns that people are experiencing due to the outbreak 

and transmission of the novel Coronavirus.  

    We have surely witnessed many rearrangements in life.  

There has been a large impact on our school systems.  Teach-

ers, students, and families have had their schedules turned 

inside out…or, maybe I should say outside in.  What used to 

happen outside the home now happens inside the home.  

Distance learning and online learning are the present reality 

(Notice that I didn’t say the new normal, but more on that in 

a moment.)  Many adults have endured the same pattern 

change from working outside the home to working at home 

and online.  Some people have had to close their business or 

go unemployed.  Worst of all, 164,000 people are sick and as 

I write this letter 2860 people have died with the virus as a 

primary factor. 

     This is the reality with which we are dealing mentally, 

physically, and spiritually.  Our young people who have 

worked hard to be a part of a graduating class or athletic 

team, will mourn the loss of public recognition and competi-

tion.  Our families, neighbors, and communities, local and 

national, will realize a financial and economic loss.  Our health 

care workers, relief workers, and other public servants are 

expected to perform under enormous pressure while dealing 

with all the above.  We feel the loss of fellowship on innu-

merable levels.  The worst comes when and if the virus hits 

closest to us and causes the loss of human life.  I don’t believe 

I am telling you anything you don’t already know, but I am 

writing this so that we can make an observation together.  

None of this is technically new. 

     All these matters are normal factors that are part of our 

human experience.  Indeed, the patterns have changed, but 

loss, grief, mourning, disappointment, hardship, suffering, pov-

erty, loneliness, sickness, and fear (just to name a few), are all 

normal – this side of heaven.  During less extreme times, these 

realities are muted by more positive experiences.  During times 

of relative peace, families still suffer loss, people still get sick, 

people are still lonely, they become unemployed, they have 

disability, and need, and fear. 

     That is one reason we mark out the season of Lent like we 

do.  The biggest threat to us as humans is not anything I have 

listed above.  It is something much more subtle.  The biggest 

threat to us as humans is being desensitized to everything that 

has been amplified in recent days.  This does not mean that we 

are to be pessimistically focused on the negative and bad in the 

world.  On the contrary, we fix our eyes on that which is good 

and right and in doing so have the means to deal with and con-

front that which is negative and bad. 

     The coronavirus and every other malady, known and un-

known, is part of this broken sinful world.  We live under that 

curse and we should never be surprised by any manifestation of 

the same.  On the other hand, we should be grateful for every 

instance of relief and manifestation of grace.  It is the work of 

the Lord only to lift the curse – even if that blessing comes 

through an act of government, or the discovery of a new medi-

cine, or the work of professionals in their given vocations.  The 

author of life is still the divine governor of the ages and judge  

of all.  

     A good passage to remember comes from the book of Deu-

teronomy, chapter 6: 4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 

is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I com-

mand you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them dili-

gently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 

when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and 

they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them 

on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

     10 “And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that he 

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 

you—with great and good cities that you did not build, 11 and houses 

full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did 

not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and 

when you eat and are full, 12 then take care lest you forget the Lord, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

     Consider all the good things the Lord gave to his people of 

old.  Consider how much more he has given to you in the 
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words of the prophets that now stand fulfilled in the person 

and work of Jesus Christ.  Consider the pronouncement of 

the Savior from the Cross that the work of our salvation 

from sin and its curse is finished.  Consider his promise that 

he is with us always as we teach all of this and baptize new 

missionary disciples into his living and enduring name. 

     For a while, we will endure a kind of bondage or exile, but 

this is already now being overcome by our livestreaming of 

services and Bible study.  We can still offer encouragement to 

our neighbors, shut-ins, and friends with a note in the mail, a 

phone call, text, or even a video chat.  Holy Communion is a 

topic I will address in my sermon on Maundy Thursday.  Our 

financial matters are highlighted by David Niederbaumer’s 

letter.  Dawn Eining has good news to share about our Pre-

school ministry.  Pastor Kevin’s article reminds us of God’s 

provision and care at all times. 
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     We will move into the future now as always by repentance 

and faith according to God’s word and will, but we never want 

to go back.  I have not heard one person say, “I can’t wait to 

get crazy busy again and spend less time at home with my fam-

ily,” or “I am so glad I don’t have to go see mom in the nursing 

home anymore.”  I can even imagine that folks who were less 

than thrilled about work, might go back with enthusiasm, glad 

to have steady job.  I hope we are more sensitive to our 

friends and family in long term care facilities and hospitals.  I 

hope we notice the disabled and differently abled in our midst 

and give our time to them.  Our health care workers will need 

our support in the days to come like veterans having fought 

battles on our behalf need our appreciation and admiration.  

Above all, our full attention is drawn to the one who fought 

the curse and death for us – Jesus Christ.  His victory is any-

thing but normal.  He is all that is Good. 

                         Your friend and fellow worker, Pastor Chris 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     I have never felt as though a space to write a newsletter 

article could be this confining.  Usually, I am able to come up 

something and by the end of writing it, feel as though I have 

reached a satisfactory end.  I feel that probably no matter 

what I write or how much I write, this month’s article won’t 

feel that way.  Every day, it seems that there are new  

tragedies unearthed that we hadn’t even considered in the 

immediate aftermath of the outbreak and beginning of quaran-

tine.  There are economic ramifications, health consequences, 

and time-tested traditions that can no longer go ahead as 

scheduled.   

     As I was thinking what I could use as the basis for my arti-

cle, I was struggling with what to choose.  It wasn’t that there 

were too few options.  It was that there were too many.  So 

much of God’s Word is written and given in the context of 

suffering.  You could read the Bible cover to cover and I bet 

you wouldn’t be able to take your mind off of the subject for 

more than a few chapters at a time.  Suffering is where a 

whole lot of people grow closer to God.  There is very little 

doubt about that.  

     But as I looked at the entire landscape of everything, I was 

able to observe a pattern.  Humans have a unique gift to be 

able to do things like that.  It’s something that God created in 

us, so that we would be better able to survive.  We see that 

touching the stove causes pain every time and we refrain 

from it.  We see cars speeding by and hear about accidents 

happening, so we look both ways and listen before we cross a 

street.  The pattern that I saw emerging all centered around a 

particular Psalm: Psalm 91.  Here’s what Psalm 91 says: 
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his pinions, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5 You will not fear the terror of the night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

    nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only look with your eyes 

    and see the recompense of the wicked. 
9 Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 

    the Most High, who is my refuge— 
10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

    no plague come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways. 
12 On their hands they will bear you up, 

    lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

    the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
14 “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 

    I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble; 

    I will rescue him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 

    and show him my salvation.” 
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Dear fellow members of Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church: 
 

The Board of Elders and the Church Council feel a great sense of responsibility for the physical and spiritual safety of the entire 

congregation.  Therefore, we conducted an on-line meeting to discuss the threat of COVID-19.  We decided unanimously to 

halt services and gatherings at our church until May according to local city ordinances and in line with public school policy.  

This was a difficult decision but we feel it is necessary in these unusual times.   
 

The Pastors are working to develop new ways to feed us spiritually.  This is new territory for us all and we ask for your  

patience.  We also invite your constructive feedback and suggestions.  The good news is that we have not missed a single  

worship service.  Mt. Calvary is livestreaming the services.  You can get this on your computer or smart phone.   

To get to the livestream worship service go to:  

https://www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/livestream 
 

You can also access the services at  

https://onsight247.com/mt-calvary-huron-sd/ 
 

We also need you to consider your donations to the church even if we do not have services you can attend physically at the 

church to bring your offerings.  We still have financial obligations to be met, such as salaries and benefits to employees, elec-

tricity, insurance, and many others.  A couple of ways of doing this are:  

1) Send a check to Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 688 Dakota Ave S, Huron  SD  57350.  We have enclosed a self- 

addressed stamped envelope for your convenience. 

2) The simplest way for you to give electronically, should you choose to, is through the bill pay services offered by 

your bank.  Here are some guide-lines:  

1.  Set the church up as biller in your bill pay account.  

2.  Put your offering envelope number as the account number.  

3.  You can designate the fund(s) where you want the money to go (general, missions, building, preschool) in the  

     memo line.  

4.  Schedule either a one time or recurring payment.  

5.  Verify that the payment cleared your account.  

We realize electronic giving is not a fit for everyone, and are not suggesting that people need to adopt this method 

of giving at this time.  We are just letting people know it is a tool available which may be helpful.  You may contact 

me with questions about this by asking for me at the Thrivent Financial office. 
 

The church is open to individuals to come to pray or to talk to the Pastors.  If you want to see the Pastors personally please 

call their cell phones first to make an appointment because they are human and this virus can affect them as well. 
 

Sincerely,  David Niederbaumer, President 

     It just kept popping up everywhere I went.  Immediately 

after this happened, I saw it pop up on my Facebook feed.  I 

heard it come up in the Christian music that I was listening to.  

I had one of our secret friends ask me to pass it along to their 

student as their Scripture reading for the month of March.   

     Then, after one of our members passed away last week, I 

heard one of her family members mention the hymn “On  

Eagle’s Wings.”  The reason that she brought it up was be-

cause she is a musical person and she knows it is so difficult to 

play so that it is sing-able.   

     However, I could remember a time when I heard it being 

played so perfectly and beautifully that anybody could have 

sung it.  I was just beginning third grade at King of Grace  

Lutheran School in Golden Valley.  The day was September 

11th, 2001.  After the TV was rolled into the room for us to 

watch, it was decided that we would not have school for the 

rest of the day.  But until the parents could get off of work 

and come to pick up their children, we would have an im-

promptu chapel service upstairs.  Most of my memory of that 

day is supplemented by what my mom told me in the years 

afterward, but I do remember singing “On Eagle’s Wings.”  

Then I remember coming home and sitting in front of the TV 

watching the replay of the planes hitting the towers.  

     I have heard it said that some people have not felt the 

same way they did on that day until just recently with the 

news of COVID-19’s impact.  I tend to feel the same way.  

It’s one of those moments where you will never forget where 

you were when you first heard.  But the Psalmist reminds us 

that for those who trust in the Lord, the four walls that sur-

round you most of the day are not a prison, but a shelter.  

They are God’s provision for you, so that you can remain 

healthy.  And when the time is right, God will bear you up 

from where you reside, like on the wings of an eagle.  God 

makes sure that you do not even strike your foot against a 

stone, much less be rendered helpless and hopeless by the 

likes of this virus.  You will never need to fear what comes in 

the night or the invisible enemies of disease and plague.  God 

holds fast to us in all things.  He is not going to stop now. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin Koester  

https://www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/livestream
https://onsight247.com/mt-calvary-huron-sd/
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As you all know, schools being closed means that teachers have been trying to find 

ways to continue to educate their students outside of the classroom.  Our teachers 

at Mt Calvary are working through these same challenges.  Miss Melissa and Miss 

Nicole are trying to find ways to continue to educate, but also to make sure that 

every day, each of these children still get to hear about the love of God.   
 

Let me share some of the wonderful things that Miss Melissa and Miss Nicole have 

been doing since the announcement of school closures.  Every week, each child is 

being sent a learning packet.  These packets contain worksheets for counting,  

sequencing, shapes, colors and letters.  There are also name sheets, specific to each 

child, to practice tracing and writing their names.  Every school day, Miss Melissa 

posts “Circle Time” on the preschool Facebook page, so her students can watch 

her from home.  Circle Time is a video which includes Bible time and the Lord's Prayer.  Circle time also includes the calendar, 

letter, shape, color, and number of the week.  Miss Melissa goes into the classroom once a week and has her husband record 

her to cover the 4 days of preschool.  Miss Nicole also records and posts herself reading a story each day.  It has been a real 

blessing for these children to still be able to see their teachers every day, even while they are out of school.   
 

Melissa and Nicole also made sure to send birthday cards to each of the children who have birthdays during this time.  They 

want to let them know that they haven’t forgotten about them.  Our teachers are working very hard to try to continue giving 

our preschool kids the consistent routine that they need.  In addition to learning and growing so much, they want them to con-

tinue praying each day, to hear and know that Jesus loves them, and to reassure them that God is with them no matter what.  
 

Please continue to pray for both our teachers and our students during this time.  Thank you for your continued support of our 

preschool, as none of this would be possible without the members of Mt. Calvary! 
 

On another note, due to the current restrictions on large gatherings, it has been decided to postpone our Spring Salad Lunch-

eon and Auction to a later date yet to be determined. 
 

We pray that each of you, along with your families, continue to stay safe and healthy.          

— Dawn Eining, School Board Chair 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Palm Sunday  

Sunday, April 5   9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Livestream Service 

   Following the worship service there  

   will be a livestream Bible Study 
 

Maundy Thursday  

Thursday, April 9   7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Livestream Service  
 

Good Friday  

Friday, April 10 12:10 p.m.  Good Friday Livestream Service 
 

   7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Livestream Service 
  

 Church Office Closed 
 

Easter  

Sunday, April 12   6:30 a.m.  Livestream Sunrise Easter Service  
 

   9:30 a.m. Livestream Easter Festival Service 

   Following this worship service there  

   will be a livestream Bible Study 

Portals of Prayer:  Is a great tool to start 

boosting our own Bible study at home 

during this period of social distancing.  

Many copies for April-June were mailed to members of 

Mt. Calvary but we know that some of you pick them up 

at church each quarter.  If you would like to have a copy 

mailed to you please contact the church office.  


