
     Two things happened when I opened the 

weather app on my phone yesterday.  First, I 

thought that the Weather Channel had 

changed its user interface because something 

was different about the appearance of the 

screen.  Then I realized that the warning bar, 

which indicated that the James River was at 

or above flood stage, was no longer there.  It 

had been there so long that it seemed like a 

permanent fixture.  Spring is coming, and the 

snow will melt, so the river is bound to rise 

again, but I sure hope and pray that we have 

a good spring for 

planting and farming 

in our beloved Mid-

west.  I am happy to 

see the improvement 

so far.  

     Second, as I 

checked the weather 

yesterday, I noticed 

that the days are get-

ting longer.  Not only 

are they getting long-

er, but they are also 

getting longer faster.  

There are a couple 

days of the year dur-

ing winter and sum-

mer where the length 

of our days will 

change very little.  

There are other 

times, like Spring 

(March in this zip 

code), when the days 

can lengthen by as 

much as 3 or 4 minutes.  On the day I wrote 

this article, the sunrise was 7:27AM and the 

sunset 6:07PM.  If you read this on March 2nd, 

the sunrise will be 7:07AM and the sunset 

6:23PM.  That is a big difference, especially if 

you are a person whose work is dependent 

upon daylight in any way.  Actually, that is a 

big difference for all of us because we are all 

dependent upon the light. 

     Every year, in ministry, I encounter folks 

who struggle with the darker winter months.  

Many folks have begun to recognize the valid-

ity of the struggle, while some still feel guilty 

for being more down when the days are 

shorter and we are less able to get out and 

do something uplifting in the fresh air.  If you 

are someone who struggles with the “winter 

blues,” I am writing to tell you that it is a real 

thing and not to be embarrassed to talk 

about it with your family, friends, or doctor. 

     A lack of sunlight has been linked to de-

creased vitamin D 

production, which can 

lead to anything from 

memory difficulties to 

an increased risk of 

prostate cancer.  A 

lack of sunlight can be 

hard on your heart 

and decrease the ef-

fectiveness of your 

immune system.  A 

lack of sunlight can 

also be linked to 

weight gain – as if the 

winter holidays and 

Superbowl Sunday 

didn’t already put us 

at enough risk for 

that! 

     We talk a lot 

about Christians being 

the “salt of the earth,” 

and it is a good thing 

we do that, but Jesus 

also said that we are 

“the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-16).”  

My guess is, that even though the days are 

getting longer, we will still be crunching 

around outside with salt under our feet for a 

while, so that we don’t slip on the ice.  (Let 

me know, David, and I am always happy to 

put out more if needed ;-).  The next time 
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you hear that salt crunching sound, or vacuum the salt from 

the rug where you wipe off your shoes at home, I pray that 

you remember the way God himself has salted the earth  

everywhere with his people.  Then I hope you remember the 

way he said that you are the light of the world.  

     Think about the way a lack of sunlight impacts us as peo-

ple.  Then, consider the way a lack of God’s light in Christ 

effects people.  I think there are some similarities.  

     In the book of Luke, chapter 11 we hear, “Your eye is the 

lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is 

full of light, but when it is bad, your body is full of dark-

ness. 35 Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness.”  

     Psalm 88:12 says, “Are your wonders known in the darkness, 

or your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?” 

     In John chapter 3 Jesus says, “19 And this is the judgment: the 

light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness ra-

ther than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone 

who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is 

true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 

works have been carried out in God.” 

     John continues in his first epistle, chapter 1: 5 This is the 

message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellow-

ship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 

the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleans-

es us from all sin. 

     Without the light of Christ, we forget the one who made 

us and his holy purpose for our lives.  Without the light of 

Christ we are vulnerable to every sickness of sin and defense-

less against the attacks of the evil one.  Without the light of 

Christ filling us to scatter the darkness our original sin will 

move us to serve ourselves alone and rob us of the joy that 

ministry to others is intended to bring every child of God.  

Without the light of Christ we are prone to heavy hearts of 

despair as we see the darkness of the world around us be-

cause it will always loom larger if it exists both inside and out. 

     That is the primary point I would like to address in this 

article.  I have quite a few conversations with both members 

and non-members, who remark on world events and changes 
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in culture and conclude that “things are getting worse.”  I have 

even had notes and newspaper articles slipped under my door 

or sent to me in the mail about something a friend or member 

has found particularly disturbing that “shows how bad things 

are getting.” 

     Two truths bear proclaiming under such circumstances and 

both come from a single line in the book of John chapter 1 

verse 5.  One, “The light shines in the darkness.”  Two: “The 

darkness has not overcome it.”  According to God’s word, the 

darkness we see now is the same darkness that existed when 

Jesus was born, and the same darkness that existed at the fall.  

According to God’s word, his answer to the darkness was and 

is and always will be Christ – born to the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, crucified, died, and buried.  Now, in his 

resurrection, the light shines and is proclaimed to the whole 

world.  The darkness has not overcome, and will not over-

come that light. 

     Nevertheless, there is a battle unfolding. Satan is real and 

he wills that the darkness of sin and unbelief would reign over 

the world and especially have dominion over those who live in 

the light of God’s truth in Christ.  You are light in the world 

so you are a threat to the spread of his darkness.  That could 

be why we feel pressure in the world and find ourselves under 

stress.  

     Therefore, in light of the lengthening days, it could be help-

ful for us to remember that the Lord has put his own limits on 

all kinds of darkness and one of those barriers to the darkness 

is you.  We fight the darkness as we shine his light through 

Sunday School, Bible Study, Worship, prayer, devotions, VBS, 

visits to the sick and suffering, trips to a March for Life, the 

food we gather for the food pantry, diapers for the pregnancy 

center, reconciliation in marriage, honest work, sacrificial giv-

ing, and more.  Whether the days are getting longer or short-

er, the One that Revelation calls “the Bright Morning Star” 

says, “I am coming soon!”  

 

In light of His Glory, 

I am your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

April 19th Rev. Wolfram  

will be Guest Pastor and  

Lead Bible Study 
 

Rev. Mick Wolfram, Mdiv., is Director of  

Congregational Services for Lutheran Family 

Service based in Iowa.  Rev. Wolfram 

travels to connect with and provide services  

to our LCMS congregations to equip  

congregations, individuals and communities 

with Christ-centered, life-changing tools,  

resources, and hope to meet the challenges 

they are facing. 
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Dear Members and Friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     In my experience, the winter months seem to go one of 

two ways for most people.  They either seem like they take 

forever to be done or they become so busy that they zoom 

by before we even notice.  For me this year, I would have to 

say it is closer to the latter.  There have been times where 

things have gone slowly due to learning and growing as a pas-

tor, but the vast majority of the time has flown by.  It seems 

like I just finished my first Christmas at Mt. Calvary.  At times, 

it even feels like it wasn’t that long ago that I moved to Huron 

and started my ministry here.   

     Yet, here we are in March already.  The 8th grade stu-

dents I just met in the summer are now nearing the end of 

their time as Confirmation students and soon will be moving 

on to different joys and challenges of living out their faith as a 

high school student.  The preschool students that I have in-

teracted with on Wednesday mornings are getting very close 

to Kindergarten and learning more each day.   

     Don’t get me wrong, it is definitely exciting to see things 

move and progress at such a fast 

rate.  In fact, March is one of my 

favorite months for that very rea-

son.  To me, it means spring is 

coming quickly on the horizon and 

there are a lot of good basketball 

games to watch.   

     But March can be unpredictable.  

Depending on the year, March 

could be full of snow or we could 

start seeing a lot of grass.  When I 

lived in Minnesota, that unpredicta-

bility extended until May or later.  

I’ve had snow on my birthday in 

May multiple times.  I think unpre-

dictability is a good word to sum up the feeling many have this 

time of year.  

     We don’t know what kind of weather we will get, don’t 

know which double-digit seed basketball team will advance in 

March Madness, and there’s just a lot of uncertainty in life in 

general.  There are a lot of people out there who don’t know 

what tomorrow is going to look like.  Maybe they’ve just had 

a major surgery and they are wondering if they will be able to 

walk or to see or to breathe as well as they used to.  Maybe 

they are a high school student waiting to see if they will be 

able to attend the college or university of their dreams and 

pursue their future career.  Maybe there is a young married 

couple waiting to see if they are going to start or add to their 

family by having a child.   

     It’s very easy to spend your life worrying about what’s 

going to happen tomorrow, but that’s not what God wants us 

to do.  In Matthew 6:34, Jesus says “Therefore do not be anx-

ious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”  In His interactions 

with them, Jesus no doubt saw all of the things His disciples 

worried about.  He knew it was different for every one of 

them, but also that they shared a lot of the same concerns.   

     He names just a few worries to make His point, but it truly 

does not matter which troubles He happened to mention.  

The response should still be the same no matter the circum-

stances and it is the same response God wants us to have as 

well.  Jesus tells His disciples that they need to put their bur-

dens, their sorrows, and their troubles on Him.  That is be-

cause He can handle it.  His shoulders are capable of bearing 

that weight.   

     If we continue lugging around all of this baggage, it will 

crush us.  It will smash us into smithereens.  But for our Sav-

ior, this is very reason that He came into the world.  God saw 

His people crying out because of their burdens and had al-

ready planned for there to be Someone that would take them 

away.  God’s plan has now come to fruition.  

     So, there’s no point in us being anxious about the future, 

because by worrying about tomorrow we multiply our anx-

iousness.  There’s more than enough stress in one day as it is 

and we can’t fix the future outcome by worrying.  In fact, 

many of the things we worry about won’t even happen.  Our 

minds become filled by Satan with cleverly-framed hypotheti-

cals, designed to make us despair.  

We worry that those lies will come 

true and they will ruin our plans.  

Somebody once told me “If you 

want to make God laugh, tell Him 

your plans.” 

     If our intentions and goals don’t 

work out, God likely has something 

different and better in mind for us, 

apart from our input.  And God 

holds the keys to that future.  We 

don’t hold them and neither does 

anybody else.  What is unpredicta-

ble to us is orchestrated and intri-

cate to Him.  That’s why a great 

thing to pray is “not my will, but Your will be done.”  That’s 

what Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, as He was 

talking to His Father, sweating blood, and wishing for this 

“cup” to be taken from Him.  

     Up until that point, Jesus had done everything that His  

Father had asked of Him.  But being true man, He was weary.  

God in His great wisdom and love did not take that cup away 

from His only Son, because His will was that He be offered up 

as a sacrifice, the spotless Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world.  And so Jesus went to the cross without 

complaint, because He had each one of our futures in mind.  

     Many things in life are uncertain or unpredictable, but 

trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation certainly is not.  You 

can have total confidence that through faith and God’s unde-

served love, you have eternal life.  All of our worries begin to 

subside when we begin to trust in Him.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Kevin Koester 

NOT MY WILL . . . 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  
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Reminder—Direct Thrivent 

Choice Dollars® by March 31 
If you have a certificate or investments with Thrivent  

Financial you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars® to direct  

to our church or preschool each year.  Thrivent Choice  

Dollars® can make a profound impact.  Directing dollars  

costs Thrivent members nothing, but is a gift by Thrivent,  

to support recipients.  Direct dollars by going to  

www.thrivent.com or call 1-800-847-4836 or complete  

a form available at  

the Thrivent office  

in Huron. 

LWML is sponsoring a  

Card Making Class  

on Saturday, March 21, 2020  

from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 

You will be able to make three different cards  

for three different occasions.  
 

$5.00 cost to cover expenses. 
 

Sign up sheet is on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

Please sign up by March 13 so materials can be 

available for the class on March 21st. 

Women’s Retreat 2020  

at Lutheran Island Camp  
Featuring Guest Speaker Jane Wilke 

“Master—Peace Living”   

2020 Camp theme:  

“Come Home to the Island.  
LADIES—Save the dates—April 3,4, 5 

Try something new in your lives.   

Are you tired of the same routine?   

...cooking  ...cleaning  ...laundry   

...no quiet time to your self?   

You are invited to attend the annual  

Women’s Retreat at Lutheran Island Camp 

in the middle of beautiful East Battle Creek 

Lake near Henning, MN.  There you’ll be 

welcomed by other Christian gals that are 

looking forward to a great speaker, fellow-

ship, no cooking and enjoying the nature 

that God created on the island.   
Transportation is available.   Brochures are on 

the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  Contact 

Vickie Hampton or Barb Schley  

if you have questions.  

Easter Lily Donations 
During Lent no flowers are placed on the altar.   

On Easter lilies will decorate the altar.   
If you would like to donate to the purchase of lilies for the 

altar you may put your donation in an envelope marked  
“Easter Lilies” and place it in the offering plate  

or give to Kristi Glanzer.   
If the plant is given in 

memory of a loved one,  
please write the name(s) 

on the envelope.   
Checks may be made  

payable to LWML.   
Palm Sunday, April 5  

is the deadline.   
Thank you.  

Plan on coming Saturday, March 28 at 9:00 a.m. to help 

with a variety of projects throughout the church, Activity  

Center, Fellowship Hall, and the  

church exterior.  There will be a  

checklist of things to do posted  

on an easel in the Fellowship  

Hall in case you can come  

to help on a different day.  
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Clarence (Buzz) Ingle 

1240 1st St SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Angela Lyon 

301 12th St Apt 209 

Eureka  SD  57437-2185 

The hotline is free,  

confidential                  

and available 24/7   

     Thank you so much for helping to sponsor my attending the March for Life in DC.  It was extremely encouraging to see 
how many pro-life people there really are throughout this country.  I’m so grateful for this experience and am glad to be able 
to share it with my peers at the seminary.  Your congregation has some wonderful folks—it was a pleasure to be able to join 
them.  God-willing this will not be my last time attending the March.  God bless, Austin Meier       

Photo above shows Austin singing hymns (lower right) with the LCMS group at the March for Life on Friday, January 24, 2020.  
And the photo on the right was taken with LCMS President Harrison at the March.   

If you would like to write back to Austin his address is:  Austin Meier, CTSFW, Fort Wayne  IN  46835 

Salvation Army Food Pantry thanks you for your help!  Anything non-perishable is appreciated but 

items especially  

needed at this time are items for colder weather, including: 

Canned Items Individual Servings Boxed Items 

any soups, especially chunky soups  hot chocolate, oatmeal stovetop stuffing 

5 oz. cans of tuna or chicken applesauce hot cereals 

ravioli or Spaghettios peaches, pears, mixed fruit tuna helper, mac and cheese 

peaches, pears, mixed fruit Jell-O. pudding Jell-O, pudding 

April 6-10 it’s our turn!   
 

This is a meaningful 

volunteer  

opportunity prior 

to Easter.  It takes 

approximately one 

hour each day.   

There will be a  

sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.   
And you may sign up for a meal to eat at the  

Senior Center or take the meal home with you.   
If you have questions, contact Dan Henson.  

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 

University program continues 

each week on Thursday from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     February has come to an end, and that means we only have 3 months of pre-

school left!  As I look at the calendar I can hardly believe it, where has the time 

gone?  Well, they do say time flies when you are having fun.   

     This month we continued to learn about Jesus' ministry, focusing on his miracu-

lous healings.  We read about how he healed a man with leprosy, made a man walk 

again, and healed the sick woman who touched the hem of his robe.   

     For our field trip, we went to Dakota Family Dentistry!  The kids enjoyed getting 

to take turns riding in the chair and seeing all the gadgets they use on our teeth (see 

photo below).  As a gift, everyone got a bag which contained a toothbrush, tooth-

paste and other fun things.  

     We started a unit on the five senses this month, which has been filled with fun  

hands-on activities for the kids!  So far we have covered hearing and smelling.  For hearing, we played a game where I filled plas-

tic eggs with various objects, and the children took turns shaking the eggs and guessing what was inside.  The following week 

for smelling, the children took turns sniffing different scents (like mint, vanilla, orange, root beer, lemon etc.) and telling me first 

if they liked the smell or not, and then guessing what it was.  We will continue our five senses activities into March.  I hope that 

next month brings milder weather, but as we live where we live this may be impossible!  Either way, we will be having fun and 

learning here at preschool!                                                                                                                            — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Coborn's cash register receipts are collected all 

year.  The school earns $$ for these receipts.  
 

Fair City register receipts dated through March 2 

are eligible to earn points to be used by the Pre-

school for school supplies.   

Please put them in the collection box at the store  

or church, no later than Sunday, March 8th. 
 

Thank you for helping support our Preschool 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Mt. Calvary Children’s Ministry -- Spring 2020 
 

“Let the children come to me, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14 
 

 

Kids 4 Christ--1st through 5th graders, continues to meet on Wednesday evenings, 5:15-6:30 p.m.   

Our last class will be Wednesday, April 22. 

                 

 

March 1, and Palm Sunday, April 5, the Sunday school children,  

preschool through 6th grade, will be singing at the beginning of the  

10:30 a.m. worship service.  

 

 

Spring Mission Project – Sunday School families are asked to participate in the  

Orphan Grain Train donations!!!  This is our donation list by month— 
 

March—New socks, kids/adults                                               Donations can be placed in the Activity  

April—New tooth brushes and tooth paste                           Center, look for the big blue basket!!!   

May—Ziploc bags, all sizes and Band-Aids                             And thanks for helping!!!  

 
 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL         
2020 Vacation Bible School “Rocky Railway” will be Sunday, May 31 through Thursday, June 4 !!!   

We will again meet for supper prior to the lessons and activities which begin at 6:00 p.m.  

and conclude at 8:00 p.m.    

 

 

Teachers, Thank You!!!!!   

Watch the bulletins and newsletters for the upcoming  

teacher appreciation activity!!! 

 

June 21  

to June 27  

2020 
Minneboji Lutheran Camp is for students, primarily from Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations in South Dakota and 

southwestern Minnesota, who have completed grades 4 through 9.  Minneboji enters our 72nd year in 2020.   

 

Regular camp registration runs through May 1st (although camper registrations may be accepted after May 1 with a slightly 

higher fee.  Final date that late registrations may be sent by is May 21st.)   

 

Each camper must complete and send a Camper Registration Form and a Camp Health Form.    

Registration information, medical information forms and camp booklets are available to download on this website     

https://sddlcms.org/media/files/Camp%20Minneboji/Minneboji%202020%20registration.pdf   

https://sddlcms.org/media/files/Camp%20Minneboji/Minneboji%202020%20registration.pdf
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MID WEEK LENT SERVICES 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

 

March 4 
"Wonder and be astounded" 

Habakkuk 1:5-11 
 

March 11 
“What will God Say?” 
Habakkuk 1:12-21 

 

March 18 
"The righteous shall live by his faith" 

Habakkuk 2:2-5 
 

March 25 
“Whoa, woe!” 

Habakkuk 2:6-20 
 

April 1 
"My body trembles" 

Habakkuk 3 
 

Hymn sing at 6:45 p.m. each Wednesday 

Lenten 

Suppers 
 

Wednesdays 

6:00 p.m. 

 

March 4 

— Pork Loin Sandwiches 
 

March 11 

— Chili & Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 
 

March 18 

— check bulletin the weekend before 
 

March 25 

— Soup 
 

April 1 

— check bulletin the weekend before 


