
     Have you ever heard a person call some-

thing, “Picture Perfect?”  Maybe you have 

heard someone say that a picture is worth a 

thousand words.  I understand the intended 

meaning behind both expressions, but neither 

really sits well with me.  

     First, I have taken quite a few pictures in 

my life, and none has been perfect.  Some 

have been marked by very nice qualities for 

sure, but none of them were even close to 

perfection on even one typical area of photo-

graphic critique.  I enjoy taking sunrise and 

sunset pictures, for example, but every time I 

take one I quickly realize that the picture 

never fully captures the colors I enjoy seeing 

in person.  I have often wanted to preserve 

or share what I see, but it is not truly possi-

ble.  Thanks be to God, however, we get to 

see each anew day after day.  His mercy is 

new every morning and from the rising of the 

sun to its setting his mercy endures – even 

through all generations.  

     Second, there are pictures I have seen 

that are so confusing they are not worth talk-

ing about.  Not everything “called” art these 

days is worthy of the title.  If a person sees a 

picture out of context, or if the viewer of a 

certain picture lacks understanding, the pic-

ture could be worth a few words at most.  I 

have been to a few galleries and I have seen 

quite a few people look at a picture only to 

say, “I don’t get it.” Or “Ugly.”  I suppose 

that if 1000 people walked by a picture in a 

gallery and said, “Ugly!” it would then be 

worth 1000 words.  Ha! 

     Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy pictures and 

photography.  I enjoy viewing the artistic ex-

pressions of others and creating my own.  

But the idea of something being perfect is out 

of context in this broken world.  The idea 

that something can be understood without 

context or intelligence is essentially foreign 

to our fallen world.  Something, someone, 

namely the Lord himself, must guide us if we 

are to know what is good and understand it.  

Only he who is perfect can cause us to per-

ceive that which is perfect.  

     “No one is perfect.” Now there is a say-

ing that I understand.  “Everyone makes mis-

takes” is another saying I appreciate.  If we 

can start here, as we do in the Divine Ser-

vice, we can go places together. 

     That is the reason I show you the cover 

of the participant book that comes with our 

materials from Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 

University.  The idea behind the material is 

that everyone has made financial mistakes.  

The class invites us to deal with those mis-

takes, not so that we can be perfect, but so 

that we can find peace by having help in deal-

ing with those mistakes and learning to avoid 

them in the future.  

     Of the three people pictured on the front 

of the book, Dave Ramsey is on the left.   

During the class, you will hear more about 

his story (I guess the thousand words behind 

the picture), but for now I will tell you that 

he made a lot of mistakes.  At 26, his net 

worth was close to 1 million dollars, then he 
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went broke.  His problem was debt and, having recovered 

from that loss and learned a lot of hard lessons in the pro-

cess, Financial Peace was born.  

     Because he is a Christian, he knows that in this world we 

will have trouble.  He also knows that Christ has overcome 

the world.  With this faith in mind, he is bold to lead people 

to see themselves as stewards of God’s gifts and manage them 

accordingly – with the end goal in mind of reflecting God’s 

generosity throughout the entire process. 

     In the picture, Dave’s daughter Rachel is on his left.  She 

grew up watching Dave learn his lessons and pass them on to 

his family.  On her left is their colleague Chris Hogan. Chris 

spent years in the mortgage business and frequently watched 

families make choices that would create major difficulties 

down the road.  His perspective will produce profitable re-

flection and valuable insight. 

     I say “insight,” because I have been there.  Eight years ago, 

when Miriam and I were “under water” on our condo in Wis-

consin and drowning in tax bills and medical bills, I began to 

lose hope that we would ever find any kind of financial peace.  

We argued about money until it got so bad that I started to 

shut down in our communication on the topic.  That is when 

the church I was serving as associate pastor started their first 

journey through Financial Peace.  Miriam decided to go with 

or without me.  We had help with the cost because the stew-

ardship board and members of the congregation helped us 
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(just like Mt. Calvary is doing for you).  I didn’t go along right 

away because of my church schedule, and when I did go, I 

went begrudgingly.  And then, we started talking about what 

we saw and heard.  We talked to other church members and 

shared our story and heard their stories.  We found out we 

were not alone and that our situation was not hopeless.  We 

started taking the process step-by-step and working together 

as a couple again.  We made progress and mistakes.  Overall, 

the progress outweighed the mistakes. 

     Miriam and I are far from debt free, but we are way better 

off in our marriage and our finances.  We have a plan and gen-

erally stick to the budget.  When difficulties arise, we know 

how we are going to respond.  We have learned how to ask 

for help instead of multiplying our problems due to shame or 

disappointment.  We have learned how to learn together. 

     As I write this article, we are planning to start our journey 

through Financial Peace on January 23rd.  The classes will run 

for nine weeks and meet weekly from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on 

Thursdays.  Please consider this opportunity or perhaps help 

someone else take advantage of it.  By offering this experience 

we are not saying that you will attain financial “perfection,”  

but as the Lord guides us and we work to help each other, we 

will receive increased financial peace – as families, and as a 

congregation. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

Reminder 
Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31 

If you have a certificate or investments with Thrivent  

Financial you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars® to direct  

to our church or preschool each year.  Thrivent Choice  

Dollars® can make a profound impact.  Directing dollars  

costs Thrivent members nothing, but is a gift by Thrivent,  

to support recipients.  Direct dollars by going to 

www.thrivent.com or call 1-800-847-4836  

or complete a form available at the Thrivent office in Huron. 

The Board of Stewardship invites  

Mt. Calvary members and friends to  

participate in the Dave Ramsey’s  

Financial Peace University program that 

started on Thursday, January 23rd.   

The classes will run for 9 weeks in total,  

and meet Thursdays 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   
 

The cost per family is $99.00, however, the Board of Stew-

ardship Intends to subsidize the cost for families based on 

need.  No one will be turned away.  Please talk to one of the 

pastors or a Stewardship board member to request a schol-

arship that will help with the cost of materials and registra-

tion.  Also, please let them know if you have need of child 

care.  We look forward to learning with you. 

Members of Thrivent Financial who have  

designated Thrivent Choice Dollars® to Mt. Calvary   

will meet on Sunday, February 9th at 10:15 a.m. 

-immediately after Adult Bible Class.   

Please come and help with the decision  

making on the use of these funds.   
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     The month of February is upon us and that means that half 

way through this month, people will be celebrating Valentine’s 

Day with the ones that they love.  Just about everybody re-

members the feeling of going into school and seeing all of the 

red or pink heart decorations.  Then, as the day went on, you 

would accumulate pieces of candy and little notes from peo-

ple.  Though it was fun while it lasted, I think it is safe to say 

that Valentine’s day can get a little bit over the top some-

times.  Many find the mushy stuff to not be all that appealing.  

For others though, the day might hold special significance.  

They might remember it as the day they met their spouse or 

became engaged or any number of other significant things. 

     For me, the month of February and the time around Val-

entine’s day is memorable for a few reasons.  First, both my 

dad and my sister’s birthdays come in February.  My dad’s 

birthday is on the 5th and my sister’s birthday is on the 18th.  

Every year, as those days come up, I am reminded how 

blessed I am to have them in my family.  I marvel at the strong 

faith that is present in both of them and I thank God that we 

share that same faith.   

     Another strong association that I have with 

this time of year involves my grandpa.  It was 

on Valentine’s Day five years ago that I found 

out he had passed away at his farm in Swanville, 

MN.  Every Valentine’s Day since then, I think 

about him.  Even though there is still some sad-

ness, I don’t dread the anniversary when it 

comes up.  Having my memories of him overlap 

with a day celebrating love provides a good 

reminder of our Savior’s great love for us and 

for those we care about most. 

     As I preached and officiated at my first fu-

neral as a pastor, I felt the same kind of feel-

ings.  Yes, there is certainly a lot of strong, raw 

emotion that comes out in various ways 

throughout the grieving process.  We miss the person’s smile, 

the sound of their voice, and just their presence with us.  But 

at the same time, we recognize the sheer amount of love that 

people had for the person.  We also remember the love 

which the person who passed away had for their loved ones.  

For those who have died in Christ, there is also a reflection 

upon the great love Jesus had for that person during their life.   

     Even though there are so many people in the world, God 

cares about each of them individually.  He knows them by 

name.  Even before they were formed in the womb, God 

knew them.  God wants His children to remain by His side all 

their days, so He taught them His Word and enriched them 

with His gifts.  There is no greater love than this: that a man 

lays down his life for his friends.  That is exactly what the only 

Son of God did when He went to the cross for the sins of the 

whole world.  

     Scripture has a whole lot to say about love.  It’s mentioned 

to the point that you cannot mistake its tremendous signifi-

cance in this world and in the life of a Christian.  Just about 

every situation in which someone could show love, God 

shows us the path to follow.  Whether it’s in the marriage 

relationship, lovingly raising up children in the faith, or simply 

showing compassion to your neighbor.  Most Christians know 

about the entire chapter Paul devotes to love in 1 Corinthians 

13.  There are so many gems in this chapter.  It’s something a 

Christian can draw from continuously.  But first, Paul gives his 

brothers and sisters in Christ a caution.  All the impressive 

feats that a person could put forth are useless if they do not 

spring from a person’s loving care and concern for the one in 

need.  They are nothing more than a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal.  These verses show how love is an essential ingredient 

in reaching out to people in the world with the Gospel, but 

also in our everyday conduct.  People know when the things 

we say aren’t genuine or if our heart is not in whatever it is 

we are doing.  They know when a person is saying something 

out of a sense of superiority, even if what they are saying is 

correct. 

     Thankfully, we have a cure for such things.  That cure is 

Jesus Christ and the way His Spirit works in our hearts.  Paul 

tells the Corinthians about what genuine love looks like by 

listing its attributes.  Starting in verse 4, he says: 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 

boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or re-

sentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things.”  That’s a long list, but it gives us new 

perspective in a variety of situations.   

     I’m sure you can think of times you have 

needed to show restraint or take something in 

the best possible light rather than resorting to 

outbursts.  Some times are harder than others 

when this happens.  Love can also look differ-

ently depending on the person, because God 

made us as unique individuals with varying per-

sonalities and gifts.  But looking at others with envy or boast-

ing about our own situation can be a thief of joy in many dif-

ferent ways.  It can lead to a deep-seated resentment for 

those whom we love or others who we think have it much 

better than us.   

     Finally, love is a powerful anchor in our lives.  If we did not 

have love for a person, it would be easy to cast them off.  But 

because we do love them, we have our feet firmly planted 

with them, ready to face what comes next.  Even in a situation 

where a loved one has gone to be with the Lord, we can en-

dure and bear all things.  And it is our hope and certain belief 

that we will see our fellow believers in Christ again, because 

Jesus love for them is exponentially more than what we had 

for them.  May God grant to you and your loved ones pa-

tience, kindness, and a longing for truth as you bask in the 

great love your Savior has for you.  

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Love . . . 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  
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Thank you for all the prayers and  

support for those who traveled to the 

March for Life in Washington DC  

on January 24, 2020!  

 

 

 

 
 

JOIN US FOR THE NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE 

Washington, D.C. | January 29, 2021 

The hotline is free,  

confidential  

and available 24/7   
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Janet Bogh will be  

celebrating her 80th 

birthday  

on February 8th.   

Her children are 

requesting a card 

shower for her.  

Cards may be placed 

in her mailbox in the  

Fellowship Hall or 

mailed to her home 

address. 

Handbell practice   

has resumed each 

Wednesday  

at 5:30 p.m.  

in the sanctuary.  

 

Nikalus & Jocelyn Busch  

1138 10th Street SW 

Apt 1138  

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Renee Eden 

1225 Minnesota Ave SW  

#140 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Jeremy Dick 

20953 396th Ave 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

 

Brad & Gina Henson 

407 N Broadway Ave 

Miller  SD  57362 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
 
We are starting up two separate  
Bible Studies for this winter season.   
 
The afternoon study is another Donna Pyle Bible Study:  Peter… from Fisherman to 
Fisher of Men.  The study is eight weeks long.  We plan to meet on Mondays, start-
ing January 27th, from 1:30 to about 3:00-3:30 p.m.  We will watch a video and 
have a book to study on your own.  If you are interested please contact  
Nancy Ziegeldorf.   
 
The evening Women’s Bible Study will begin Monday, February 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  
We will be reading through the devotional, Wherever Love May Lead, Your Place in 
God’s Plan by Catherine Duerr.  It’s an eight week study with a daily reading.  Our 
meeting time will be from 7-8:00 p.m. to review the weeks reading/plan.  Please 
contact Ann Cruse if you would like to attend.  A sign up sheet is also in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Book cost $14. 
 
We know that everyone cannot be at each meeting: so, even if you have to miss 
one or two, you are welcome to attend.  The only cost will be the study materials.  

 

The Altar Flower calendar for 2020   

is posted on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board.   

Anyone desiring to provide altar flowers may sign up  

for any of the weekends listed.   
 

You may also note an occasion,  

such as anniversary, birthday, etc.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Marilyn Hanson.  

Salvation Army Food Pantry thanks you for your help!  Anything non-perishable is appreciated but items especially  

needed at this time are ingredients for colder weather, including: 

Canned Items Individual Servings Boxed Items 

any soups, especially chunky soups  hot chocolate, oatmeal stovetop stuffing 

5 oz. cans of tuna or chicken applesauce hot cereals 

ravioli or Spaghettios peaches, pears, mixed fruit tuna helper, mac and cheese 

peaches, pears, mixed fruit Jell-O. pudding Jell-O, pudding 
 

Dear Staff and Congregation at Mt. Calvary Lutheran —                                             January 28, 2020 
 

You people are among the most faithful in giving to the Salvation Army Food Pantry.  We appreciate that so 

much and our donations are always thoughtful.  It was a busy holiday season and hopefully the donations will 

carry us through the spring.  An average of 100 food boxes go out each month to those less fortunate.  And 

about 50 people each day receive a hot meal at noon, and good fellowship beside.   
 

Blessings to all and thanks for helping us serve Huron and surrounding communities. 
 

 Reva Pownell, Food Pantry Coordinator 
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     After a nice Christmas break, we are back into our preschool routine!  Everyone had 

a joyous reunion, it is always fun to see how much the children missed their friends.  We 

started off our month with a visit from the library,  Miss Glenda came to read us stories 

and make crafts with us.  We always enjoy her visits, the kids really enjoy her.  

     We started a new unit this month on feelings.  I printed out a bunch of facial expres-

sions and we sorted them into different categories like happy, sad, mad frustrated, excit-

ed and many more!  The kids had fun looking at the display and pointing to the different 

feelings.  We talked about how these feelings can change the way we act toward one 

another.  

     For our Bible stories this month, we read about Jesus growing up and going to the 

temple.  They were concerned that he could be lost for three whole days, I explained they didn't have cell phones back then!  

We also read about his baptism and calling the twelve disciples, and that we can be disciples too!  We have been practicing the 

Lord's Prayer the last few weeks, and they are finally able to recite it all together (for the most part!)  I will have to take a  

movie of them saying it soon for the Facebook page so you can see it.  It's so cute!  

    Our field trip for January to Godfather's Pizza has been postponed to February.  It is always a favorite.  We get to see the 

kitchen and a pizza being made right before our eyes, after which, we get to eat the pizza!  So now we are looking forward to a 

February fun trip!                                                                                                                                         — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

On Life Sunday, January 19, the Sunday school children, preschool 

through 6th grade, sang at the beginning of the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

Coborn's cash register receipts for  

November, December and January should 

be at the church no later than Sunday,  

February 9th.  Please do not roll or tape 

the receipts.  Receipts dated prior to  

November can no longer be used.  The 

school earns $$ for these receipts.  
 

Fair City register receipts dated through 

March 2 are eligible to earn points to be 

used by the Preschool for school  

supplies.  Please put them in the collection 

box at the store or church, no later than 

Sunday, March 8th. 
 

Thank you for helping  

support our Preschool 

 

 

High School Youth Night 

Wednesdays 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 

Mt. Calvary Children’s Ministry -- Spring 2020 
 

“Let the children come to me, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14 
 

 

Kids 4 Christ--1st through 5th graders, continues to meet on Wednesday evenings, 

5:15-6:30 p.m.  Our last class will be Wednesday, April 22. 

                 
 

March 1,  and Palm Sunday, April 5, the Sunday school children,  

preschool through 6th grade, will be singing at the beginning of the  

10:30 a.m. worship service.  

 

Spring mission project – Sunday School families are asked to participate in the  

Orphan Grain Train donations!!!  This is our donation list by month— 

 

February—New towels and wash cloths                                Donations can be placed in the Activity  

                                                                                                  Center, look for the big blue basket!!!   

March—New socks, kids/adults                                               And thanks for helping!!!  

 

April—New tooth brushes and tooth paste                            

 

May—Ziploc bags, all sizes and Band-Aids 

 

Sunday, February 16 at noon—combined Sunday School / VBS teachers meeting with pizza lunch pro-

vided for teachers and families!!!!!  Sunday school teachers can check in with concerns and/or questions 

AND the VBS kit will be on display, so here’s an early chance to get involved in any part of VBS, there’s 

LOTS of room for help.  To make sure there’s pizza a ’plenty, two ways to RSVP, by phone with Karla 

Sawvell, Bryan VanScharrel, or Kerry Niederbaumer or add your names/count to the sign-up sheet that 

will go around during Adult Bible Class!!!  Looking forward to having you join us!!!  

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL         

2020 Vacation Bible School “Rocky Railway” is coming early June!!!  We will 

again meet for supper prior to the lessons and activities which begin at 6:00 p.m. 

and conclude at 8:00 p.m.  Watch the bulletins and newsletters for dates!!!!   

 

Teachers, Thank You!!!!!   
Watch the bulletins and newsletters for the upcoming teacher appreciation activity!!! 
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