
     In Luke 2 at the verse we call 14, we hear 

the angels declare, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 

his favor rests.”  When I think of Christmas 

this is the passage that comes to mind.  

     This is the passage that comes to mind 

because it is the passage that I remember 

best from our Christmas programs at Imman-

uel Lutheran where I grew up in Hinckley, IL.  

It is the passage that brings with it the image 

that holds for me the greatest mystery of the 

events revolving around the incarnation.  This 

is the passage that comes to mind for me in 

connection with Christmas because it is the 

message with which an unbeliever may strug-

gle the most. 

     From little on, I can remember imagining 

this moment in time and the way it must have 

impacted the shepherds who saw it.  Surely 

you yourself remember the setting.  As the 

shepherds are keeping watch over their 

flocks by night an angel of the Lord appeared 

to them and the glory of the Lord shown 

around them and they were…do you recall 

the old wording?  Yes, that is right!  They 

were “sore” afraid.  In other translations they 

are described as terrified.  We would be 

afraid too, if it had happened to us.  

     After being told the good news of great 

joy, that the Christ had been born and given 

the direction to find the Christ, they are giv-

en another eyeful of the glory of God.  

“Suddenly,” the text says, a great company of 

the heavenly host appeared with the first 

angel, praising God and saying what I typed 

above, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to men on whom his favor 

rests.” 

     I always thought that the description 

“sore afraid” was kind of funny – both funny 

in a humorous way, and a bit strange.  Then 

again, the whole situation would be strange 

to our senses.  Being bound in this thing 

called time and tied to the space that  

envelops us, we can’t conceive of what is 

beyond this setting of time and place.  To the 

shepherds, a glimpse was given of that which 

is usually hidden from our eyes.  Artists – the 

best artists – have tried to recreate this sce-

ne in oil on canvas, in stained glass, in mosa-

ics, on pottery, in pencil, chalk, and modern 

light and special effects.  Nothing can trans-

late the written description for our eyes in 

order to deliver to us all the angels saw – 

nothing.  You cannot imagine the size or 

shape of the angels, or the lighting of the 

clouds, or the expanse of the panoramic sky-

ward view.  

     This is not simply because the artists who 

try lack the eye witness experience to the 

event of sight and sound.  This is because it is 

inconceivable.  They saw what we cannot.  I 

assume this is the reason that Luke does not 

have a more vivid description of the event.  

Even being there, the shepherds could not 

have given an exhaustive account of their 

interaction with the heavenly host. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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     We don’t know what exactly they saw in detail, but we do 

know what they did.  “Let us go now even unto Bethlehem 

and see this thing which has happened that the Lord has told 

us about.”  You could say they went, that is what they did.  

Notice, however, they went only after they believed.  The 

words, “which the Lord has told us about,” reveal their trust 

in the word of the Lord. 

     Even with the appearance of the angels, there was still 

plenty of mystery left for the shepherds.  They walked by faith 

in the Lord’s words.  That is actually a strong point of fellow-

ship between us and them.  We also walk by faith in the same 

words they received – that this child which is born to Mary is 

our savior who is the Christ.  We believe that through him 

we have perfect and lasting peace even right here on earth as 

we live our lives today.  This proclamation of the angels is 

music to our ears even if we were not there beholding them 

in praise to the Lord in the presence of many sheep. 

     At the same time, there are many who don’t believe. I 

realize that this bit of information is no news to you and that 

you don’t need an angel from heaven to enlighten your mind 

to this reality.  I remind you here only because doing so gives 

us compassion and purpose in a different way this Christmas. 

     When much of the world thinks of peace, people have in 

mind whatever might be their happy place, or the resolution 

to their problems, or the remedy to their pain and suffering.  

When the world hears us sing about peace and hears us say 

that we have it here on earth and sees death and sickness and 

suffering present here, people are confused.  It does not seem 

possible or logical that the two can exist in the same place.  

     It is good then at Christmas for us to say something about 

that according to the scriptures so that we can preach to 
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those around us who still do not believe.  Doing so, however, 

is a bit like trying to describe what the shepherds saw when 

the glory of the Lord shown around them and they were sore 

afraid – and that is the point.  The peace the shepherds had 

was not in the glimpse they got when the boundary between 

here and eternity was perforated for a moment.  The shep-

herds had peace in their belief that the Christ was born for 

them.  They had peace in knowing the direction to go where 

they might find him.  They had peace when they arrived and 

found everything just as they were told it would be with Mary 

and Joseph and the baby who was lying in the manger.  When 

they had seen him, they spread the word. 

     Our Christmas celebration is coming and I invite you to 

bring others here to worship and find peace.  If you invite oth-

ers, and they ask you why they should come, tell them about 

the great peace we have here even in the midst of all the mess 

the world has to offer.  When they ask you what that peace is, 

don’t try to describe a feeling that is hard to put into words, 

or and emotion that might change after walking out the door, 

or the way everything here looks, or the way people act in 

church.  Tell them about Jesus.  Tell them why he was born of 

the Virgin Mary and suffered under Pontius Pilate and died and 

rose again.  Tell them about how he promises to meet us 

where two or three gather in his name and the way he himself 

promises to be our peace.  Tell them about the powerful 

word of God that changes us like the shepherds who were 

changed by the Gospel even if the world around them re-

mained the same.  Tell them they too can meet the Lord. 

 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

 

Advent Schedule  
 

Sunday, Dec. 1 is the first Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 4  

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Fries 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 
 

Sunday, Dec. 8 is the second Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 11  

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Chili and Grilled Cheese Sandwiches 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 
 

Sunday, Dec. 15 is the third Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 18  

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Scalloped Potatoes with Ham 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service and 

                        Confirmand Public Exam 
 

Sunday, Dec. 22 is the fourth Sunday of Advent 
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Dear Members and Friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

What a wonderful and blessed time we are approaching in the 

church year.  As you are reading this, we have entered into 

the Season of Advent.  It is a time where we anticipate the 

coming of the child born in Bethlehem and reflect on how 

that child would bring salvation to the whole world.  Step by 

step, we are led closer to the manger and before we know it, 

we’ll be right in front, gazing down on Christmas day.   

     I am very much looking forward to celebrating my first 

Advent and Christmas at Mt. Calvary with all of you!  While 

we all gather together in the sanctuary for worship, each of us 

has our own traditions that we uphold year after year in our 

own households.  If your family is anything like my family, this 

time of year seems like a whirlwind.  You have to take time 

to stop and take everything in.  There are a number of ways 

in which a person could do this.  Many people light their Ad-

vent candles or keep up with their Advent calendars.  Others 

spend a lot of time preparing Christmas cards, listening to 

Christmas music, baking Christmas cookies, or searching for 

ways to serve those in need in their community.   

     In my family, we have done all of those things and more 

for as long as I can remember.  We have a tradition of reading 

the full Christmas story out loud from one of the Gospel ac-

counts.  We take turns year after year, rotating between Mat-

thew, Mark, and Luke, recounting the wonderful story.  In 

addition to that, we read from a collection of Christmas sto-

ries that we have collected throughout the years.  Many of 

them take place on cold, winter nights in places far away from 

Bethlehem.  The stories often include kindness being shown 

to strangers in their time of need or personal tragedies being 

turned into heartwarming moments.   

     These stories remind us that the Christmas story is one 

that is not far away from us at all.  The wondrous events that 

happened so far away and so long ago do not lose their effect 

in our modern world.  The child born of Mary is God made 

flesh.  He came so that we could be delivered from the dark-

ness of sin.  No matter what time or place, that news has an 

everlasting impact.  Jesus is never far from us and we could 

never be somewhere that His love cannot reach us. 

     In the days leading up to Christmas, there are also a num-

ber of movies that my family loves to watch.  If we can’t find 

the time to watch them, it just doesn’t have the same feeling.  

On Christmas Eve, we love to watch The Nativity Story, which 

came out about ten years ago.  My parents like to watch 

White Christmas and It’s a Wonderful Life.  Then, there’s the 

various versions of A Christmas Carol.  There are so many we 

could easily lose count trying to name them all.  Our two 

favorites are Mr. Magoo’s and The Muppet’s Christmas Carol.   

     I have always found A Christmas Carol to be a very unique 

story.  Apart from the fact that Christmas is in the name and 

the story takes place at Christmas, there’s not a whole lot 

that ties it to the Christmas story.  It could take place at a 

number of times and places 

while having the same ef-

fect.  There are ghosts, a 

miserable miser, time trav-

el, and lovable characters.  

We, as believers, are right 

to be careful of stories 

trying to present the “real” 

message of Christmas but 

not including Jesus.  Still, 

there might be a thing or 

two we can learn as we are 

exposed to the popular 

culture of Christmas repeated year after year.   

     What can a Christian learn from secular stories like these 

that are so prevalent in our culture?  The central theme of A 

Christmas Carol seems to be centered around giving and being 

in the spirit of the holiday.  Scrooge was an unrepentant, 

greedy person.  No matter how many times he was presented 

with the opportunity to have his heart changed, he did not 

move a muscle.  There are many folks we will encounter who 

follow the same path of closing themselves off from God and 

hardening their hearts.  God sending His Son into the world 

was the beginning of changing so many hearts.  As God says in 

Ezekiel 36:26, “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 

will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”  At the end of Christ-

mas Carol, Scrooge is a completely different person, one that is 

now capable to acting in ways he never could have before.   

     Bob Cratchit and his family are portrayed in the story as 

salt of the earth people.  They do not have much money and 

they are often mistreated by those who hold power over 

them, yet they remain thankful for what they do have.  The 

Christmas story involved many people who were poor, op-

pressed, and mistreated.  Micah 5:2 says, “But you, Bethlehem 

Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out 

of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  God very 

often works in this way, using people and places that one 

would never suspect to be important.  But when they receive 

their strength from the Lord, they bring even more glory to 

Him than if it had been someone else.   

     Though Jesus was born in the little town of Bethlehem and 

grew up in Nazareth, His coming was exactly what everyone 

in the world needed.  We hear the blessed proclamation in 

Luke 2:  “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: 

you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 

the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!”  God’s blessings to all of you as you celebrate the 

coming of your Savior!                         In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

The “Real” Message of Christmas  
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  
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Angela Lyon 

220 N Wayland Ave 

Sioux Falls  SD  57103-1422 
 

Jeff & Jennifer Peskey 

333 W Kiowa St 

Iroquois, SD  57353 
 

David Stahl 

2716 Dakota Ave S 

Huron, SD 57350 

 

At right is a resource that South Dakota Lutheran Church-Missouri  

Synod congregations are encouraged to share to point farmers to an  

emotional health resource from Avera – Avera’s Farmer’s Stress Hotline.   

The hotline is free,  

confidential and available 24/7.   

As Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President,  

SD District—LCMS said in his note,  

“You never know who you might help!”  

 

Thank you to all who helped with and attended the March for Life 

Breakfast Fundraiser on Sunday, November 10th during the  

Sunday School/Bible Study hour. More than $1,000 was given to  

help defray the expenses of those making the March for Life trip to 

Washington D.C. in January 2020.  

 

  Leaves for Life Fundraiser - Pastor Chris and his boys have raised $400 raking leaves.  

  Thank you for the donations for the Mt. Calvary March for Life trip.   

Less than two more months until the March for Life in Washington, DC!   

Thanks for your support! 

 

All Congregational Officers  
 

A reminder to have the annual recaps for your 

boards written and submitted to the church office 

no later than December 30th to allow time for  

the Annual Report to be assembled and printed  

prior to the Voter’s Assembly in January. 

The sign up sheets for the 2020 duties of the LWML  
are on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.   

It takes many hands to complete the mission work  
that we do in our church and for our community.   

Please consider signing up for one of the many jobs that are listed.   
You do not need to be an LWML member to volunteer.   
If you have questions, please talk to Paula Van Scharrel. 

Salvation Army Food Pantry thanks you for your help!  Anything non-perishable is appreciated but items especially  

needed at this time are ingredients for holiday meals and colder weather, including: 

Canned Items Individual Servings Boxed Items 

any soups, especially chunky soups  hot chocolate, oatmeal stovetop stuffing 

5 oz. cans of tuna or chicken applesauce hot cereals 

ravioli or Spaghettios peaches, pears, mixed fruit tuna helper, mac and cheese 

peaches, pears, mixed fruit Jell-O. pudding Jell-O, pudding 
 

To the Congregation at Mt. Calvary Lutheran —                                                            November, 2019  
 

We here at the Salvation Army Food Pantry wish to thank you for your recent food donation.  You have been 

faithful givers here and it is very much appreciated.  In the summer months need exceeded donations so we 

are very glad to have more food come in now this fall.   
 

Your continued support is valuable and helps us continue to fee those less fortunate.  Thanks again! 
 

Blessings to all, Reva Pownell, Food Pantry Coordinator 
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Meals on Wheels 
December 23, 26, 27 it’s our turn so have 

your coats, boots, and gloves ready.  This is a 

wonderful way to show our Christian love 

and concern during the season of Christmas.  

It takes approximately one hour each day.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  And you may sign up for a 

meal to eat at the Senior Center or take the meal home with you.  If you 

have questions, call Dan Henson at 461-0058.  

Handbell 

Choir 
 

If you are age high 

school to adult and 

interested in 

playing brass 

handbells, we have 

two octaves and are going to get started!   
 

We will meet at Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  

in the sanctuary (If the confirmation class  

is still having opening then we’ll go in as soon 

as they finish).   
 

It is not necessary to be able to read music,  

but a sense of rhythm/timing is helpful.   

See you there! 

Caroling for Shut Ins 
On Sunday, December 15 everyone is welcome to join the Mt. Calvary 

choir members from 2:00-4:00 p.m. as we go caroling to our shut in  

members.  Please meet at the church at 1:45 p.m. to divide into groups, 

pick up music, and get routes.  All are welcome to join the caroling!  

Christmas Poinsettias 
Donations are now being received for  

poinsettias to decorate the altar and chancel 

area in celebration of Jesus’ birth.   

 

Please give your donation to Marilyn Hanson 

or put it in an envelope marked “Poinsettia 

Fund” and place it in the offering plate.   

 

If you would like to donate in memory of a 

loved one, please let Marilyn know or write it 

on your “Poinsettia Fund” envelope.   

Checks may be made payable to LWML.  

LWML Mission Grant Funded!  
On November 9th SD LWML VP, Ann Cruse,  

presented the LWML Mission Grant check to Doug, 

Orphan Grain Train warehouse manager, at the Nor-

folk, NE location.  The grant goes to Disaster Relief for 

Flooding in the U.S.A.  Also pictured in the photo at 

right, are Donell Mayfield, and Pastor Chris.  
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     November seems to have passed so quickly, and the weather is now decidedly colder.  It 

was a busy month, as we had our annual Fall Harvest Festival.  This event takes many people 

to make it a success - from those who donate, those who prepare the food, and of course 

those who bid!  The preschoolers did their part by dutifully practicing their songs for weeks.  

The children were adorable and sang beautifully as usual!  All of that practice paid off and 

they put on a great performance.  Thank you so much for all your efforts to support our 

preschool!  

     The Bible stories we focused on this month were the story of Samuel's birth and life,  

and David and Goliath. As with any Bible story that has to do with babies, the children really 

latched on to the idea of ''Baby Samuel''.  The fact that he grew up and became a priest was not nearly as important!  The same 

thing happened with the story of Moses, he will forever be ''Baby Moses'' in their minds.  As for David and Goliath, giants are 

always very exciting, and they always clapped when the giant fell down at the end!   

     Let's now look forward to December and see what blessings unfold.  It is the most wonderful time of the year after all!  

- Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Thanks to all who supported the Preschool 

Fundraiser at Godfather’s Pizza. 

On Tuesday, November 12th $180, a portion  

of the proceeds of the entire day at Godfather’s 

Pizza, was donated to the Mt. Calvary Preschool. 

 
We appreciate  

your support!  

Mt. Calvary Preschool collects Fair City Foods 

receipts during the school year.  Please place 

your cash register receipts in the container at 

the store for Mt. Calvary, or put them in the 

collection container at the church.  
 

Coborn’s cash register 

receipts are collected  

year-round.  
 

Thank you for helping 

support our Preschool  

A huge thank you to everyone  

who donated, came for the program,  

ate, or bid on all the amazing items  

that were donated.   

The Mt. Calvary Preschool  

Fall Harvest Festival & Auction  

on Sunday, November 24  

was a great success  

and lots of fun was had by all!   

This auction is one of the major fund-

raisers for the preschool.  The School 

Board appreciates everything that our 

church has done to make our preschool 

successful!!!  Without God’s grace and 

blessing and your help/donations we 

would not be able to continue with the 

mission work of teaching the children of so many families about God.   

 — School Board 

Preschool students during the Fall Festival program in photo below. 

At right, the auctioneers are taking bids from the crowd at the auction. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Children’s Christmas Program  
 

Program practices will be held in the Activity Center  

during the Sunday school hour on  

December 1, and December 8  
 

There will be NO Sunday afternoon practices. 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program  

will be on Sunday, December 15,  

during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.   
 

A barbecue lunch will follow afterward in the Activity Center.   

Each Sunday school family is asked to bring cookies or bars to share.   

A group of LYF families had the pleasure of serving on November 9th at 

Orphan Grain Train in Norfolk, NE.  We packed 57 boxes, brought 55 

hygiene kits assembled by LYF members with donations from the Mt Calvary 

congregation, and boxes of 26 quilts made with love by Mt. Calvary ladies.  
 

Thank you Lord for the mission of the Orphan Grain Train!!  

 

Public Exam of Confirmands on Wednesday, December 11th 
 

A note from the Pastors was sent home with Confirmands a few weeks ago reminding families that  

the 7th and 8th grade confirmation students will be participating in a public exam during the 

7:00 p.m. Advent worship service on Wednesday, December 11th.   

 

On Wednesday, November 20th students received their assigned memory work of a specific portion  

of the catechism to memorize and share during the worship service.  
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Christmas — New Year’s Eve Worship Schedules  
 

 

Tuesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve 
     3:30 p.m. Candle Light Service  

     5:30 p.m. Candle Light Service  

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 25 — Christmas Day 

     9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve 

     7:00 p.m. Worship Service  


