
Dear friends in Christ, peace to you in and 

throughout 2020! 

 

     As you look forward to 2020, I wonder 

about what it is that might be drawing your 

focus in these first days of the new year.  For 

some of us, it might be a new job that de-

mands our focus.  New challenges often mo-

tivate us to gather new skills and intensify 

our productivity.  My brother-in-law and I 

have enjoyed biking together for years, and I 

was so excited for him in December when I 

found out that he had accepted an engineer-

ing position with a new company.  He has 

started 2020 as one of the newest members 

of the crew at TREK bicycle company.  It has 

been exciting to text with him and hear 

about the challenges and opportunities that 

come with his new job and 

the perks of working at 

one of the world’s most 

elite bicycle manufactur-

ers. 

     For others, the new 

year might bring the ex-

pectation of great achieve-

ments like graduation or 

retirement.  In either case, 

a person has the oppor-

tunity to look back at the 

investment of one’s time, 

talents, and treasures and 

see how dedication and 

hard work has produced a 

benefit that will provide 

the foundation for future 

endeavors.  High school 

seniors are applying for 

college admission and 

scholarships while a few of 

our senior members are 

filling out paperwork for 

social security.  Different ends of a spectrum 

for sure, but each has much in common with 

the other. 

      Some of us in this church family come 

into the new year with new doubts and new 

obstacles the size and significance of which 

we are still unsure.  Fear might keep us from 

asking for the help we will need in addressing 

these issues.  Feelings of isolation can creep 

in and create hopelessness so that we ap-

proach the new year fatalistically, expecting it 

to be a year of loss and failure.  It will feel 

like a step backwards if a person is coping 

with a new diagnosis or medication or treat-

ment plan.  

     Of course, many of us have arrived at the 

starting line of the new year having lost a 

family member or loved one.  You may be 

one of those folks who is having to navigate a 

solo flight through unfamiliar territory for the 

first time in decades.  Maybe you expected 

this moment but never 

realized the courage that 

you might have to muster 

in order to accomplish 

even the first few steps of 

your new journey. 

     No matter where you 

are in life and what you 

see in your immediate 

future, I am writing to 

remind you that you are 

still on the same mission. 

Your circumstances most 

likely have changed in the 

past year making the tasks 

at hand either easier or 

harder, but the mission is 

the same. Our whole life is 

always about the work of 

Christ who is our life. 

     Paul, the apostle, 

wrote to the Colossians, 

“Since, then, you have 

been raised with Christ, 

set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
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your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 

with him in glory.”  Paul wrote this to teach God’s people 

that even though our earthly circumstances and situations 

change drastically and often, the very meaning of life does not 

change because the Lord does not change.  Life is eternal.  

Life that is temporary is no life at all because it is defined by 

death.  Jesus Christ has conquered death so that it does not 

define who we are.  His empty tomb and our inclusion in that 

moment through baptism defines who we are and what it 

means to live. 

     No matter how many or how few New Years you have 

seen come and go, you have only tasted a drop of your life 

and all that is to come.  What is 5 or 10 or 100 years in com-

parison to eternity?  What is the trouble of this life in com-

parison to the joy yet to come in Christ our savior?  Not 

even our best finite earthly moments under the curse can 

compare to the enduring celebration that we will share in the 

presence of the almighty in glory. 

     Therefore, Paul also taught the Colossians, “Whatever you 

do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 

not for human masters, since you know that you will receive 

an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 

Christ you are serving.”  He knew the details of the lives of 

those he served and preached new meaning into the highs and 

lows they faced day to day and year to year.  Negative situa-

tion or positive, happy or sad, alone or together with others, 

same struggle or new opportunities, the Lord calls you to that 

work in Jesus’ name for the sake of Jesus’ mission.  He can 

and will redeem your days and deeds done in His name for 

His sake and the benefit of broken sinners inside and outside 

of His holy church. 

     As I begin this new year, I would like to hear from you 

about the work the Lord has you doing.  I’d like to know 

what it is that the Lord has gifted you to do.  Your heart 

might be heavy with concern for our youth or filled with love 

for our elderly and shut-in members.  You might have great 

joy in ensuring that the Lord’s house is a place that is com-

fortable, clean, inviting, and secure.  You may have lessons 
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from life and the Lord’s word that you would like to share 

with others in the church.  You may have a heart for prison 

ministry, or a ministry to people in recovery.  You may have 

great concern for immigrants to our community or indigenous 

people groups.  You may have some special gift or talent that 

God wants to use in creating new ways of conducting ministry 

in this place or another.  

     In the new year I will be working in our administrative 

boards to identify ministry needs and goals concerning lay 

leadership at Mt. Calvary.  I know there are many talents and 

treasures yet untapped in this body of Christ and I am excited 

to see what will come out of our greater implementation of 

such gifts.  

     Don’t read this and think to yourself, “He is writing to 

someone else.  Pastor does not mean me.”  I honestly want to 

hear what is on your heart.  For example, there were many 

years that I thought about Life ministries or the March in DC.  

I am not sure why, but I spent years feeling like I should do 

something, but I stuffed that somewhere in the back of my 

mind.  Then, in 2015, when the church I was serving received 

a special financial gift, I asked if I could go and lead a trip to 

DC for the March for Life.  It was just me and my son Nate in 

2015.  Since then, my family and I have gone 5 times in total 

and included more than 20 people who had never gone before 

in those trips.  On January 24th we will again be in our na-

tion’s capital to march against the sin of abortion in testimony 

to the Lord’s gift of life itself and all he has done to redeem 

us.  

     I am moved to do this based on experiences I have had in 

life and ministry.  Even though you also believe in Christ who 

is our life, you may not be as passionate as I am in these mat-

ters.  I ask for your prayers for safe travels and protection, but 

I don’t expect everyone to share the same level of passion for 

this outreach.  Some of my own extended family members 

even wonder why I feel the need to go every year. 

     You have a different passion for some part of the Lord’s 

mission.  Let’s talk about that and together, work at it with all 

our heart, as working for the Lord. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

Join the LCMS at the March for Life 

 
     What are you doing on Jan. 24, 2020?  I hope you’re making 

plans to join your church at the 47th Annual National March for Life in 
Washington, D.C.  I’ll be there leading what I hope will be the largest 
contingent of Lutherans ever to march together in this life-affirming event. 
     At 11 a.m. EST, we’ll start gathering at the corner of 12th Street and Madison Drive to hand out hats, signs and hymn sheets. 
Then we’ll join other marchers from around the world to walk up Constitution Avenue to the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
If you’re able to come early, please join us the day before, on Jan. 23, for a 7 p.m. rally at the Renaissance Washington D.C. 
Downtown Hotel. 
     The pre-march Divine Service will once again be at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Alexandria, VA, starting at 9 a.m. on Jan. 24. 
A continental breakfast will follow. 
     Save the date, and bring your school, group or family to Washington, D.C., to confess Christ in our nation’s capital. 
 

In Christ, Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
Learn more:  For directions and updates, lcms.org/march-for-life.  Reporter article: Lutherans to march for life in nation’s capital 

https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2flife-ministry%2fmarch-for-life&srcid=123570&srctid=1&erid=846d2543-5d38-48ab-b2bb-9cc4fcc94379&trid=846d2543-5d38-48ab-b2bb-9cc4fcc94379
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.lcms.org%2f2019%2flutherans-to-march-for-life-in-nations-capital%2f&srcid=123570&srctid=1&erid=846d2543-5d38-48ab-b2bb-9cc4fcc94379&trid=846d2543-5d38-48ab-b2bb-9cc4fcc94379
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Dear Members and Friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     I pray that all of you had a wonderful Christmas celebra-

tion with family and friends.  I also pray that you took some 

time to reflect on the Lord’s gift of a new year.  Placed at the 

very end of the holiday season, New Year’s is a unique holi-

day in many ways.  The season that included boarding air-

planes headed across the country and hustling to buy the per-

fect gift comes to a bit of an unceremonious end.  In the 

church, the flurry of services, suppers, and programs winds 

down almost to a halt.  It’s a big adjustment to make. 

    When I was growing up in Golden Valley, I lived right by a 

park.  As a kid, it was a wonderful place to have right in your 

own backyard.  There was a playground, a basketball court, 

multiple baseball diamonds, and a removable skating rink in 

the winter.  One of the most prominent features of the park 

was a gigantic sledding hill.  When I say gigantic, I am not ex-

aggerating at all.  It was tall and extremely steep.   

     I remember going on a couple field trips 

when I was in grade school, but at some point 

we stopped going altogether.  The reason was 

that too many people were getting hurt going 

down the hill.  There was at least one kid who 

got a concussion from landing on his head after 

falling off.  On more than one occasion, icy 

ridges would form and send people flying on 

much different trajectories.  And every time you 

reached the bottom of the hill, there would be 

another long trek back up the hill.  This wasn’t 

free of danger either, as the sleds coming down 

the hill had very little control at high rates of 

speed.  Still, we had fun doing this time after 

time until we were told it was time to go home.   

     Maybe some aspects of my sledding adven-

tures are resonating with you as you think about 

this New Year.  Hopefully, there is a lot of joy 

and anticipation as you gaze ahead toward 

 what’s coming next, but maybe you feel like this past year 

ended with a large thud and you dread a long climb back up 

the hill.  Whichever way you feel about the coming year, Paul, 

in Romans 12, gives us some wise words about how to pro-

ceed in the coming year.  In verse 2, he says “Do not be con-

formed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  

     In the first part of the verse, Paul talks about not being 

conformed to the ways of the world.  All around us, there are 

expectations from various people, groups, and institutions.  They 

want people to match up to their standards, so that they can 

determine their worth based on them.  As Christians, we 

know that our worth is not determined by these things.  Our 

value and worth are founded in being children of God.  

     Nevertheless, in a new year, many feel a stronger obliga-

tion to get back in line with “acceptable” standards, wherever 

they might seem to be lacking.  That’s why there are so many 

commercials for weight loss programs, quitting smoking, and 

gym memberships.  By following the advice of these advertise-

ments, some may assume that they can put into motion a kind 

of transformation.  There’s certainly nothing wrong with aspir-

ing to be better in the future than you have been in the past.  

In doing so, you make the most of God’s gifts and bring glory 

to Him.  But outward transformations can only do so much.   

     Continuing in verse 2, Paul says a Christian should “be 

transformed by the renewal of their mind.”  The further we 

separate ourselves from being conformed to the world and 

the more we are conformed to Christ, the more the transfor-

mation takes place.  Paul talks about the transformation hap-

pening in the mind, where we are refreshed and renewed.  

There are very few places in the world where we can receive 

a truly clean slate, but that is what Paul says happens when  

God works in us.  The outward influences that pol-

lute our mind are knocked off their pedestal and 

we begin to consider with Christian love the world  

 around us.   

     The change and renewal in the Christian mind 

comes as a result of the God’s activity in the heart.  

The life-changing message of Jesus bearing the 

weight of all sin on the cross and emerging victori-

ous from the grave is the reason every believer’s 

heart is transformed.  Now, what comes into focus 

is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God.  

This verse and those three words have a lot packed  

  into them.   

     We learn that God’s will is always good and 

that He never has any evil intentions for us.  His 

plans are to prosper us and not to harm us.  His 

plans are to give us hope and a future.   His will is 

also acceptable, meaning that the Saints are able to 

submit to God’s will because He is their loving Fa-

ther.  Lastly, God’s will is perfect.  Like the threads  

of a beautiful tapestry, God weaves the course of the world 

together and does not leave any loose ends.  

     With those things in mind, we can approach the New Year 

with enthusiasm and anticipation.  Whether last year ended 

with a thud or it ended on a high note, we put our trust in the 

same God and in His same promises.  Promise number one:  I 

will be with you.  Promise number two:  I am in control.   

Promise number three:  Jesus took your sins away.  That’s not 

to say that there won’t be tough climbs and spills along the 

way.  There will be those.  

     Even in view of those things, a new year is something to 

relish, cherish, and make the most out of.  I have seen many of 

you doing this very same thing already, because of your strong 

faith and trust in the Lord.  May God bless all of you as He 

leads you through the familiar and into new adventures in the 

coming year! 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Transformation, Renewal, Change, Trust in God 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  
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At right is a resource that South Dakota Lutheran Church-Missouri  

Synod congregations are encouraged to share to point farmers to an  

emotional health resource from Avera – Avera’s Farmer’s Stress Hotline.   
 

The hotline is free, confidential and available 24/7.   
 

As Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President,  

SD District—LCMS said in his note,  

“You never know who you might help!”  

If you, or another Mt. Calvary member you know, 

is unable to attend services, either one of the 

pastors would be happy to visit and provide  

pastoral care.  Those who are homebound are 

still valued members of the body of Christ and  

we do not want anyone to feel forgotten!   

Please contact either pastor or the church office. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Congregational Officers for 2020   
A reminder that ALL officers, new and continuing,  

are to be installed at either service on Sunday, January 5.    

President-David Niederbaumer  

Vice-President-Ryan Kruse  

Secretary-Melanie Hinders  

Treasurer-Kristen Bich  

Membership Secretary-Marilyn McHenry  

Head Usher-Tony Halbur  

Elders-Stuart Adermann, Ralph Borkowski, Matt Busch,  

          Neal Cruse, Roger Kropuenske, Matt Moeding,  

          Chris Newman, Leonard Wonnenberg  

Finance Secretary-Rachel Peskey 

Finance Board Members-Katie Halbur, Judy Tschetter , Eileen Waldner 

Trustee Chairman-Dave Hinders 

Trustee Board Members-Brett Boetel, Eugene Dennis, Terry McHenry   

Evangelism/Missions Board Chair-Marlus Lemke 

Stewardship/Welfare Board Chair-Mandy Siedschlag  

Parish Education Board Chair-Karla Sawvell  

Youth Board Chairman-Clint Bartel 

School Board Chairman-Dawn Eining 

 
 

Printed copies are available for January, February, and March in the Narthex and on the counter in 

the Fellowship Hall.  There are a few large print and digest size copies available in the church office.  

Please contact the church office if you would like a large print or digest size Portals of Prayer in the 

future so we can make sure enough of each size are ordered.  

2020 Offering Envelopes have been placed 

in the mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  

Households with multiple boxes should 

check on top of the mailboxes for those 

that would not fit in your family mailbox.   

If anyone did not receive a box of 

envelopes but would like one,  

please contact the church office.  

Please  

Note! 
The January Council meeting will be on 

Tuesday, January 21st, and the Quarterly 

Voters’ Assembly on Tuesday, January 28th.   

 

This will allow an additional week for year-

end reports to be compiled and submitted. 

Emma Abbott 

1109 6th St 

Brookings, SD  57006-1505 

 

Lauren Clark 

2173 Idaho Ave SE, Apt 203 

Huron  SD  57350 

Tara Clark 

12 Redfield Ave NE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Jeremy Dick 

1119 Frank Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 
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Meals on Wheels 
Thank you to all who delivered 

meals on December 23, 26, and 

27.  This is a wonderful way to 

show our Christian love and caring 

during the season of Christmas.   

Our appreciation to all who came 

to help prepare the building for 

Advent and the Christmas season 

and to those who helped take 

down and put away the 

decorations after the  

Christmas season!  

Many, Many  

Thanks to Carolers   
On December 15 a large number of Mt. 

Calvary singers of all ages joined choir 

members to visit shut-in members of the 

congregation, nursing homes, and assisted 

living facilities to entertain them with 

beautiful Christmas carols.   

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Poinsettia Fund   
Donations were given in memory of:  

 Ormalyn and Gerhard Boetel by Ben and Judy Boetel, Maureen and Dennis Decker 

 Trevor Tschetter by Jon and Lisa Meyer   

 Gordon Bogh by Janet Bogh and Robin Shoultz   

 Phyllis Rowan and Carl Brueske by Craig and Lynn Brueske 

 Wes and Clarice Rounds, Hillard Peskey, Brent Verch and Russell Dillon by their family 

   Additional donations were received anonymously.  Thanks to all! 

 

We are grateful to everyone who  

continues to contribute non-perishable 

food items for the Salvation Army  

Food Pantry.   
 

Recently there has been an increasing 

number of requests from Mt. Calvary 

families for food, and a need for diapers.  

Please consider contributing diapers/pull 

ups of any size for those in need.  
 

All can be left in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     December was a delightful whirlwind of color and glitter!  I love this time of year, 

because as we move through our Bible stories, we come to the birth of Jesus.  Of 

course the Old Testament has it's own special stories, full of heroic deeds and lots of 

drama, but I will say I much prefer teaching the stories of Jesus and His life!  I suppose 

that is because Jesus is at the very center of all that is important in our lives.  All month 

we have been focusing on His birth, why we celebrate Christmas, and how He is the 

best present of all.  We have been singing the song ''Away in the Manger'', and the kids 

really like it!  The morning class especially requests that it be sung every day.   

     We have also been learning the Lord's prayer section by section.  Hopefully in a few 

weeks we will have it memorized!  I encourage you to pray as family for extra practice, 

and it's always fun to see what the kids pray for!   

     Now we are all set to have a nice break.  Pray that we are all refreshed once we return to school again!  We hope you have 

a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year!  May it bring you lots of happy surprises and be filled with God's love and peace.  

-- Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

 

Thank you to the 

children, parents, 

grandparents, and all 

others who helped 

to make the Decem-

ber 15th Sunday 

School Christmas 

Program and lunch 

afterward a success.   
 

A BIG thank you to 

those who donated 

fabric and patterns, 

sewed costumes, 

practiced with kids 

and helped in all the 

hidden ways that 

make a program like 

this come together.   
 

Thank you for  

glorifying God 

with your talents! 

 

Just a friendly reminder for our  

confirmation students and parents 
 

The 7th and 8th graders have a 3 

paragraph essay due on January 8th 

after the Christmas/New Year break.   
 

The essay follows the prompt “I 

am...” and should include their ideas 

connected to genealogy, human  

experience, and God’s  proclamation 

in his word and through Baptism. 

 

We are in need of people to take on the responsibility of planning 

for and purchasing snacks for our students before Confirmation 

classes.  The Board of Youth will reimburse the cost of the snacks.   
 

We also need volunteers to serve  

snacks on Wednesday evenings.   
 

If you would be willing to serve in one or 

both of these areas, please contact either 

Pastor, or someone on the Board of Youth. 
 

God’s blessings, Pastor Chris & Pastor Kevin 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 

Scholarships, each in the amount of $1,000, will be awarded 

to at least one applicant from each district in the LCEF Cen-

tral Region.  Applicant must be a graduating high school sen-

ior or current full-time post-secondary student at an accred-

ited institution with at least one year of courses remaining.  

Candidates must also be members of a congregation belong-

ing to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
 

The application deadline is January 31, 2020. 
 

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is a nonprofit, religious 

organization serving the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). 

LCEF supports the Church in fulfilling its mission of sharing the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ by being a Christ-centered servant partner of the LCMS, 

ensuring that funds and services are available now and in the future.  
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 At 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 29  

 the Mt. Calvary High School Youth  

 will attend Winter Fest at the HHS Auditorium 

 

 For more information contact Pastor Chris 


