
     Back in my first days of ministry, working 

with a struggling rural church and school, I 

was striving to lead in a way that would turn 

the congregation toward revitalization as 

quickly as possible.  At that time, the vice 

president of the congregation took me aside 

and taught me what I didn’t know concerning 

the journey I was on.  His overall message he 

summarized for me saying, “As you think 

about your work here, think marathon not 

sprint, think epic story not sitcom episode.”  

     I had started biking seriously that year, so 

I knew what he meant, and to this day every 

long ride I take reminds me of the way of life 

and ministry.  Life itself is an epic journey.  It 

is so epic, in fact, that 

we humans are prone 

to hacking it up into 

pieces so we can grasp 

it better.  We have 

become very comfort-

able classifying people 

on the journey.  Some 

people are called sen-

iors, others are said to 

be mid-life, and still 

others are called adolescents.  There are 

thirty-somethings, and teens, and tweens, and 

toddlers and infants and babies, and kids un-

der 2 are usually aged and labeled in months 

rather in years. 

     Somehow, these terms are intended to 

give us an idea of the stage or station we 

occupy in life, as we count the days and 

months that add up to years and decades this 

side of heaven.  An interesting thing happens 

when this perspective prevails.  If one person 

finds him or herself in one stage, he or she is 

forced to reckon with friends and neighbors 

and loved ones who are in other stages in 

life.  We make a habit of telling each other 

what it means that we are in different stages 

all the time.  

     I often hear young people say, “My par-

ents just don’t understand that being a teen-

ager now is different than when they were 

my age!”  I hear parents say, “My kids don’t 

believe me and won’t listen when I try to tell 

then that I’ve been there!  I want to help 

them get through the tough teens, but the 

more I try to lead the more they rebel.”  You 

can imagine the looks I get when I ask par-

ents if they rebelled when their parents tried 

the same thing.  At that point, I actually have 

adults say with all sincerity, “Sure, but that 

was different!”  Are these experiences essen-

tially different?  I’d argue that they are not.  

     We humans can learn a lot from our fel-

low travelers on this journey of life – that is if 

we can grasp the idea that we are all in this 

together. It is vital that 

we connect the gener-

ations so that great-

grandparents can lead 

kids and grandkids, 

and the members in 

the nursing home can 

teach the members 

who make the budget 

and vote in meetings 

and care for buildings 

whose foundations were laid decades ago.  

Such a vision gives a congregation the ability 

not only to plot a course, but also to main-

tain that course under harsh and difficult con-

ditions.  Such a vision then gives direction to 

every member and family as all journey to-

gether to the same destination.  Such a vision 

avoids fragmentation within the church, that 

would otherwise turn the epic nature of the 

church’s mission into an episodic series of 

randomly successful (or failed) attempts to 

establish an identity and purpose. 

     Thankfully, at Mt. Calvary and in our Lu-

theran Church – Missouri Synod, we have a 

firmly fixed identity and purpose communi-

cated well by our focus on the ministry of 

Christ in Word and Sacrament.  This means 

that any effort we make to better understand 
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and connect the generations in our midst will only serve to 

enhance our effectiveness in this ministry.    

     To that end, over the coming months, we are going to be 

starting some new activities in order to connect with one 

another at Mt. Calvary.  The first of these activities will begin 

on November 6th at 7:00 p.m. when we begin our new High 

School Youth night.  On the first three nights in November 

between 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. we will start with a fun activ-

ity, then share some food, and have a time of Christian fellow-

ship.  Fun, food, and fellowship seems to be a pattern that 

works for any age of Lutherans, but we will have a very specif-

ic focus on these nights that will be aimed at laying out plans 

for the future of this group.  One hoped for out come is the 

development of a Mt. Calvary Youth Council (MCYC) that 

would send a representative to select congregational council 

and voters meetings in order to inform those groups of youth 

interests and concerns as they pertain to church and ministry 

here.  

     Other activities that we hope to launch include the devel-

opment of a visitation network that would connect active 

members to perhaps one other family that is inactive or has 

special needs.  The active members would plan to call or visit 

a family they already know once each month in a supportive 

and prayerful way in order to support and encourage them in 

their journey as baptized children of God.  

     In late November and early December, we will have a ta-

ble in the narthex of the church where active member families 
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can find Christmas cards addressed to our shut-in and hospi-

talized members.  The cards will also be stamped and ready to 

send much like the cards we sent from our adult Bible study 

group a matter of months ago.  The outreach is aimed at a 

reminder for all of us that even if folks find themselves sepa-

rate from their church by miles they never cease to be a part 

of this family in Christ.  At that time and at Easter, we would 

do well to remember our college students and those for 

whom we pray that serve in our armed forces. 

     These should give us a good start.  There is plenty more to 

do and none of us can do this alone.  If these areas of develop-

ment interest you according to the gifts and talents you have 

been given, talk to one or the other pastor.  If you have been 

waiting for a time to get involved in this work, here is your 

invitation.  We are on the same team and cherish the oppor-

tunity to serve Christ and his people with you.  You surely 

have ideas for ministry we have not tried or considered.   

Mention those as well.  As you continue on your journey to-

day, remember the words of St Paul who preached, “There is 

one body, and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope 

when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 

God and Father of all who is over all and in all and through all 

and in all.  But to each of us grace has been given as Christ has 

apportioned it (Ephesians 4:4-7).”  

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

Brandon & Ashley Adams 

845 Madison Blvd 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Jared Rakness 

1544 Gridiron Place 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Arizona (Jordan) Toman 

2350 Wisconsin Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Leonard & Amanda Wonnenberg 

1880 Frank Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Quarterly Voters’ Assembly 

on October 15th these officers 

were elected for 2020: 
Vice-President-Ryan Kruse  

Board of Missions & Evangelism Chair-Marlus  

Lemke  

Board of Youth Chairman-No nominations  

School Board Chair-Dawn Eining 

Elders-Ralph Borkowski, Roger Kropuenske,  

Matt Moeding and Leonard Wonnenberg  

Finance Board Members-Kaitlin Halbur, Eileen  

Waldner  

Trustee Board Member-Terry McHenry  

Take Note!  
 

November 24 

Preschool Fall  

Harvest Festival  

   4:00 p.m. — Program 

   4:30 p.m. — Meal 

   5:00 p.m. — Live Auction  
 

November 27 

7:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Eve  

Worship Service  
 

November 28 

9:30 a.m. 

Thanksgiving Day  

Worship Service  
 

November 29 

Church office closed  
 

December 1 

6:00 p.m. 

Advent by Candlelight 
 

December 3 

6:30 p.m. 

Mt. Calvary Choir singing on 

Christmas Basket Program  

Dean & Susan Fuerst, and family  
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Dear Members and Friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of Jesus! God’s richest blessings to 

you as we enter into the month of November.  Each day 

there are more and more firsts for me at Mt. Calvary, in Hu-

ron, and in South Dakota.  One of those firsts came a lot 

sooner than I had anticipated: my first snow fall in South Da-

kota.  We received our first reminder that prolonged winter 

weather is not all that far away at all.  As a native Minnesotan, 

I’m used to this sort of thing though.  Where I live now, on 

the edge of town, the wind really howls through the alley and 

makes it very easy to tell when some weather is coming 

through.  Lately, the thing that has struck me the most is how 

much earlier it gets dark.  Our body really gets used to get-

ting up to the brightness coming through our window and 

going home before the sun is gone for the day. I commented 

to Pastor Chris recently about how we were at that time of 

year when it is dark going to church on Sunday.  Daylight Sav-

ing Time kicking in soon might save us for a small 

time, but this will be part of the routine for a 

while.  Just as we were getting ready to head into 

the sanctuary, both Pastor Chris and I noticed 

how beautiful the sunrise was over the parking 

lot before the 8 o’clock service.  There were 

bright, beautiful colors that were just beginning 

to shine down on Mt. Calvary. It was a great ex-

pression of the beauty of God’s creation, as well 

as His continued presence in our lives.  

     While I was at Seminary, one of my profes-

sors told a story about when He was pastor in 

Junction City, Kansas.  As the story goes, he got 

up really early in the morning before church to 

practice his sermon in the sanctuary.  Everything 

was still dark outside, but once inside he turned 

on a few lights in the front of the sanctuary near 

the pulpit.  He was part-way through one prac-

tice run of His sermon, when all of a sudden he 

heard a loud booming voice.  The voice said “I 

am the Lord your God, you shall have no other 

gods.”  As anyone would, he nearly jumped out 

of his skin.  Perhaps, this is judgment day or God 

is angry with me or something worse.  The voice 

continued “What does this mean?  We should fear, love, and 

trust in God above all things.”  Suddenly, it dawned on him.  

He had recorded himself reading the catechism to use as a 

teaching tool for Confirmation.  The tape recorder must have 

been switched to play, rather than being left off while not in 

use.  He had come in during a long pause as the tape started 

again from the beginning.  Who knows how long the tape had 

been playing in the sanctuary with nobody present.  In the 

years afterward, he has been able to laugh about it, but it was 

no doubt startling at the time.  What seemed like God’s voice 

piercing the darkness that early in the morning served as a bit 

of a symbolic moment for him.  No matter where you are, 

whether it is Kansas or South Dakota or somewhere else, 

God speaks His Word into our lives.  

     It’s pretty easy to tell that the world is often a dark place.  

There is nothing to be gained by sugar coating it.  There are a 

few of Jesus’ disciples who knew something about dark places. 

Among those who knew the most about them was the Apos-

tle Peter.  As the oldest of the disciples, Peter held an inher-

ent, unspoken authority over the younger followers of Jesus.  

He was married, which we know because Jesus healed his 

mother-in-law.  It wasn’t just Peter’s age or maturity though.  

Peter took leaps of faith that no one else seemed to be willing 

to take.  When Jesus appeared to His disciples on the Sea of 

Galilee, Peter took Jesus’ hand and walked on water with Him 

for a short time.  When Jesus asked His disciples who they 

said He was, Peter responded by saying He was the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God.  Jesus told Peter that his belief in 

Him as the Christ is the foundation on which He would build 

His church.  Nevertheless, when Peter was con-

fronted by those saying he knew the Galilean 

who was arrested he responded by not only 

denying it but cursing at those who even made 

the suggestion.  Peter knew better.  Jesus had 

told him this would happen.  Before the rooster 

crowed, he would have denied Jesus three times.  

Imagine the heart ache as he realized what he had 

done.  The man who had drawn the sword to 

fight in the Garden of Gethsemane could only 

watch as his master was tried, convicted, and put 

to death.  After Jesus’ death, Peter still had to 

deal with the repercussions of denying his Lord.  

But God spoke His Word again to  

Peter in his misery.  The women came back from 

the tomb came carrying this message:  Jesus is  

no longer dead, but alive.  He was coming to 

meet His disciples once more and Peter would  

be again to talk again with Jesus.  Instead of deny-

ing Him three times, Peter expressed his love for 

the Lord again and again.  What an incredible  

reversal. 

     God spoke to Peter in his lowest moment and 

God can do the same to each of us. There is no-

where we can go where we will be away from God’s ability to 

intervene. The greatest way God ever broke through the 

darkness is by sending His Son Jesus to take our sins upon the 

cross and banish the power of death by rising again.  As it 

says in John 1:4-5, “In him was life, and the life was the light of 

men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it.”  If, like Peter, you find yourself in over your 

head and your situation threatens to envelop you, place your 

trust in the only one who extends His hand into that darkness 

and pulls us out.  Nothing can separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Light In The Darkness 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  
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“Hey Pastor, how did your ride go?  Did you actually make it all the way to Sioux Falls?”   
     I have heard those questions many times and enjoy the opportunity to answer 

them.  

     The ride went well and, yes, I made it all the way to Sioux Falls.  The ride was 

wet and cold and windy, but the angle of the wind actually gave me a push so that I 

was able to ride all 126 miles in only 8 hours of ride time.  That is actually a pretty 

good pace considering that I was riding a bike with studded tires (The studded 

tires are heavy and have more rolling resistance compared to thinner road slicks.)  

I was happy to have the studded tires, however, especially in the morning snow 

and sleet.  

     Most of my gear was soaked through 30 miles into the ride, but wool actually 

does insulate even when wet.  Those inexpensive hand and toe warmers are also  

a huge blessing.  Some folks have wondered about food and water on the trip.  I 

planned to use about 120 ounces of water and hydration drinks on the way, so  

I have three bottle holders on my bike, one thermos of tea, and a back pack style 

hydration pack that I use on long trips.  For food, I had half of a cold chicken, two 

bananas, several Rx brand energy bars, a couple fruit snacks and gummie worms 

for quick sugar supplies, a couple Cliff bars, and two packs of Gatorade energy 

chews.  

     For people who might like some random stats over the 126 miles:  The average temperature was 36.  I burned somewhere 

around 7500 calories, spent about 70,000 heart beats, and turned the pedals around some 40,000 times.  Better yet, in Isaac’s 

memory, Mt. Calvary, we raised over $6000.00, and donations are still coming in!  

     My favorite part of the ride, however, is never the finish.  This time, meeting Brian and Melissa Machtemes at church before 

I hit the road was the highlight.  We thanked God in prayer for His sustaining grace and love and everything He gave to and 

through His servant Isaac over the years – and everything He is still redeeming in Isaac’s memory in Jesus’ name.  

     As I rode, I met people along the way.  A gentleman in Letcher (after watching me eat and warm up on the porch of the 

little bar and restaurant there), asked me what in the world I was doing on a day like that on my bike.  He told me that I could 

have picked a better day.  I told him about Isaac and why it had to be that Thursday.  After hearing the explanation, he told me 

about a 58 year old friend he lost to suicide in the spring, leaving two kids behind.  “You keep doing what you’re doing, it needs 

to be done,” he said.  “Just keep those lights flashing so you don’t get creamed out there in this slop!” 

     I met some folks near Epiphany who had a similar reaction.  The lady in the CO-OP in Salem did too.  She said, “We all 

need to tell our teens we love them and we will help them.  They just can’t quit.”  So, in the rain, and cold, and wind neither 

did I quit.  The Lord pushed me there with your support and a strong NW wind, and when I got to the district office at 4 p.m. 

my family was waiting there to pick me up.  They are always there when I do crazy stuff like this.  I can’t thank God enough for 

Miriam and I could never repay her for the love she has shown to me these 21 years.  Many of you know what I mean by that.  

That is how it goes with God’s family, the church, and it is what we want to share through ministry at Mt. Calvary.   

 Glad to be on this journey with you, Pastor Chris  

 

Excerpt from October 11, 2019 E-Newsletter 

 of The South Dakota District—LCMS  

 

PASTOR CHRIS NAVURSKIS BRAVES THE ELEMENTS  

FOR LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICE OF IOWA, IN MEMORY OF ISAAC  
 

Pastor Chris Navurskis, Senior Pastor at Mt. Calvary, Huron, SD, braved the elements on Thursday, October 10, by riding his 

bicycle from Huron to the District Office in Sioux Falls – a 126 mile ride in the cold, rain, and snow.  But he had a nice tailwind!  
 

Why would he do such a thing, when most of us were inside, grousing about the weather?  For two reasons: 1) To raise funds for 

the possible partnership between The South Dakota District and Lutheran Family Service of Iowa, an LCMS counseling and 

adoption ministry, and 2) To honor the memory of Isaac Machtemes, a young Mt. Calvary member who died 10-10-2018.  
 

Pastor Navurskis is very near his goal of raising $5,000 to offset expenses in extending 

LFS of Iowa’s ministry into South Dakota.  We thank him for this extraordinary effort 

in raising funds for this mercy ministry.  We thank our gracious God for guarding His 

servant Chris, as he rolled down various roads between Huron and Sioux Falls.  
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At right is a resource that SD LCMS congregations  

are encouraged to share to point farmers to an  

emotional health resource from Avera – 

Avera’s Farmer’s Stress Hotline.   

The hotline is free,  

confidential and available 24/7.   

As Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President,  

SD District—LCMS said in his note,  

“You never know who you might help!”  

 

March for Life Breakfast Fundraiser 
On Sunday, November 10th during the Sunday School/Bible Study hour a fundraising 

breakfast will be served.  A free will offering for the breakfast will help defray the costs 

of those planning to make the March for Life trip to Washington D.C. in January 2020.  

Please plan to join us for this special breakfast on Sunday, November 10th. 

 

Leaves for Life Fundraiser 
If you need your leaves raked, please let Pastor Chris know.  He, and his kids, and any other 

volunteers are willing to help you or a neighbor with this fall chore.  When they do, consider 

making a donation to the Mt .Calvary March for Life trip.  Only three more months until the 

March for Life in Washington, DC!  Right now, a round trip ticket on Delta (leaving Sioux Falls 

on January 23rd, changing planes in Minneapolis, and flying directly to DC, with the same re-

turn path on the 25th), is $431.00.  Motels are an additional expense, and so is food.  Driving is 

also a possibility, but there are costs involved there as well.  No matter what, our team will 

need your help.  Thanks in advance for your support! 

ADVENT by CANDLELIGHT 
 

Advent by Candlelight will be held 

on Sunday, December1, 2019  

at 6:00 p.m. in the Activity Center.   
 

The program for the evening will  

be based on the children’s book 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas”  

by Helen Haidle.   
 

Please plan to join us as we  

take a Christian look into  

the meaning of the famous  

Christmas song.   
 

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

 
Watch for the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall  

to make your reservation for a wonderful evening of  

fellowship and a tasty dessert.   
 

Anyone interested in being a hostess please contact  

Kerry Niederbaumer or Nancy Ziegeldorf. 

Mt. Calvary will host a Free Financial 

Peace live stream event at 6:45 p.m.  

on Wednesday, November 20th, 2019.  
 

Dave Ramsey and Chris Hogan will share the seven-step 

plan that has helped nearly 6 million people get out of 

debt, build wealth, and retire with dignity.  We plan to 

order sandwich platters from Subway so we need to 

know if you will attend, and we would like to arrange 

for childcare so please sign up in advance.   
 

To sign up and learn more go to https://

www.fpu.com/1102804 or talk to Pastor Chris. 

https://www.fpu.com/1102804
https://www.fpu.com/1102804
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     It's hard to believe we are already embarking on our 3rd month of preschool!  As Octo-

ber ends, our attention turns to a very important event in Christian history - the Refor-

mation. This October 31st marks the 502nd anniversary of the nailing of the 95 theses to 

the Wittenberg Castle church.  We will learn a little bit about who Martin Luther was and 

what he did for the church.  

     Looking forward to November, we have much to be excited about!  We will have our 

Fall Harvest Festival on Sunday the 24th, the children have been practicing their songs and 

actions every day for the last few weeks.  There will also be a meal served afterwards, the 

famous baked potato bar with all the fixings!  As with every year we will have items to auc-

tion off after the meal, so we hope you can stay and bid on some items.  Thank you for all of your support and work that goes 

into this event, it is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year -- and we couldn't do it without all of you who participate!  

     Also this month of course we have Thanksgiving to look forward to.  I see lots of little paper turkeys in our future!  We 

hope you all have a wonderful holiday spent with friends and family, and take a moment to be thankful for all God has given to 

us.                                                                                                                                                                  - Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Preschool Fundraiser  

at Godfather’s Pizza 
On Tuesday, November 12th a portion of the 

proceeds of the entire day at Godfather’s Pizza 

will go to the Mt. Calvary Preschool.  Melissa 

and Nicole will be cleaning tables from 5:30 to 

7:00 p.m.  Thank you for your support! 

Mt. Calvary Preschool collects Fair City Foods receipts during the school 

year.  Please place your cash register receipts in the container at the store 

for Mt. Calvary, or put them in the collection container at the church.  

 

Coborn’s cash register receipts are collected year-round.  

 

Thank you for helping support our Preschool  

Both preschool classes had a fun fieldtrip to the fire station in October.  
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Children’s Christmas Program Practice  
 

All program practices will be held in the Activity Center  

during the Sunday school hour on  

November 17, November 24,  

December 1, and December 8  

 

There will be NO Sunday afternoon practices. 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program  
will be on Sunday, December 15,  

during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.   

 

A barbecue lunch will follow afterward in the Activity Center.   

Each Sunday school family is asked to bring cookies or bars to share.   

On the Schedule for November 
 

November 6 HS Youth Night (Fun, Food, and Fellowship) 

7:00-9:00 pm 

 

November 8-9th Orphan Grain Train Mission Trip to Norfolk NE  

 

November 13 LYF Meal and Activity 

following Confirmation Meal served by 7th grade families 

7:00-9:00 pm HS Youth Night (Fun, Food, and Fellowship) 

 

November 20 HS Youth Night (Fun, Food, and Fellowship) 

7:00-9:00 pm 

On Reformation Sunday, 

October 27th, the Sunday 

School children sang  

at the beginning of the  

10:30 a.m. worship service. 
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Mt. Calvary Preschool  

Fall Harvest Festival & Auction 
Sunday, November 24 

4:00 p.m. Program 

4:30 p.m. Meal 

5:00 p.m. Live Auction 
 

Please consider donating services or other goods, creating crafts, making treats or baked goods for the 

live auction to support the preschool.  We would like to have the non-food items a week or two 

ahead of the auction so they can be displayed in the Fellowship Hall and by the preschool room.   

 

This auction is one of the major fundraisers for the preschool.   
 

The School Board hopes that everyone can attend the 2019 Fall Harvest Festival for the preschool.  The program by the pre-

school children in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. will be inspiring!  And stay for the meal and the live auction in the Activity Center.  

The School Board appreciates everything that our church has done to make our preschool successful!!!  Without God’s grace 

and blessing and your help/donations we would not be able to continue with the mission work of teaching the children of so 

many families about God.  


