
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     Just in case you were not able to attend 

worship the weekend of September 14th and 

15th, I thought that I would offer a recap of 

the conversation we were able to have with 

Rev. Kenety Gee.  

     First, I will repeat my 

apology for anyone who 

was unaware of the op-

portunity to meet Pas-

tor Gee.  Since he was 

traveling from Liberia to 

Minneapolis and then 

from Minneapolis to Des 

Moines and then from 

Des Moines to Huron, I 

was hesitant to offer too 

much in the way of pub-

licity ahead of time.  

There were many events 

that could have changed 

or prevented his travel 

and timely arrival.  

     Second, thank you 

for your flexibility in and 

dedication to the work of the gospel here at 

Mt. Calvary.  Everyone who worked to sup-

port this behind the scenes worked hard to 

make all the pieces come together well.  You 

are a warm and welcoming congregation that 

always has room for a brother, or sister, 

guest or friend.  I am blessed to be in minis-

try with you serving the Lord Christ! 

     I can’t say thank you enough for the way 

you embraced Pastor Gee.  That really is 

where Kenety wanted to engage us during his 

time here.  On behalf of his congregation in 

Monrovia, Liberia, Kenety came here to say 

thank you for the Bibles we collected with 

Immanuel Lutheran in Hinckley, IL.  Togeth-

er, we gathered and sent 120 Bibles to Libe-

ria by ship for the cost of 140 US dollars.  

That cost was paid for by our Adult Bible 

Study offerings.  Those Bibles were received 

with great joy by the people of St Peter Lu-

theran in Monrovia and they are being used 

diligently.  In fact, they could probably use a 

few more, Kenety said.  

     Just so you have some idea of how this all 

started, you may need to know that Pastor 

Kenety and I met 19 

years ago at Concordia 

Seminary in St Louis 

when we began our 

preparation for the pas-

toral ministry.  After 

Seminary, I was called to 

Wisconsin and he was 

called to the south side 

of Chicago, IL.  Having 

grown up in Illinois and 

having family in that area 

presently and historically 

I was very interested in 

supporting Kenety’s 

work.  That area of the 

world is close to my 

heart, because my immi-

grant great-grandparents 

lived there during their 

last days and raised their family there.  

     Over the years, Kenety and I kept in con-

tact and I had the opportunity to partner 

with him in his work even to the point of 

taking mission trips with high school youth to 

visit and work with Kenety’s congregation.  

The work was life changing for many of our 

youth and adults and a blessing to those we 

served.  It was life changing for me.  

     Kenety served in Chicago for 14 years 

and was blessed in doing so, but on his heart 

over the years was a growing burden for his 

home country, Liberia.  One reason for that 

was his own story of growing up there.  As a 

child, Kenety did not know Jesus.  His par-

ents divorced when he was young and in his 

own words, he was “not the favorite of his 

stepmother.”  School became his comforta-

ble place to be and he can still remember 
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getting all of the spelling words correct on one of his tests 

and receiving a round of applause from his classmates.  He 

was hooked on school. 

     Unlike many children his age, he continued his education 

and especially enjoyed language.  His homeland, however, 

became embroiled in a civil war.  Kenety became a refugee 

and fled to the Ivory Coast where he worked as a translator.  

He was good at his work and when an LC-MS missionary 

needed a translator, he hired Kenety.  Before too long Kenety 

was translating the written word of God from English to 

French and French to English.  Then he started to translate 

the spoken word for the missionary.  He was translating ser-

mons and Bible studies and started wondering, “Who is this 

Jesus who calls himself the bread of life?”  “How can I get this 

living water so I won’t thirst anymore?” 

     Eventually, Kenety was baptized.  He continued his work 

with the missionary and was so involved that people who at-

tended the preaching and Bible studies started calling Kenety 

“Pastor.”  Prompted by the continued application of the title, 

Kenety decided to enroll in studies that would lead him to 

Concordia University in St Paul, Minnesota, and Concordia 

Seminary, as I mentioned earlier.  

     As he has now come full circle, and returned to Liberia, I 

often wonder what it must feel like for him to be back in the 

place where he started.  He is an American citizen.  He could 

have stayed here and remained comfortable in all the trap-

pings and conveniences this society has to offer.  He has a 

couple academic degrees and could have even supplemented 

his pastoral work with executive work that would have de-

manded a pretty fair income.  But he left this home to return 

to the home of his birth.  He has family here and he has family 

there.  
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     “Where is home for Kenety?”  I sometimes wonder.  He is 

a sojourner, really.  Here, he looks and sounds and lives in 

many ways like an African.  There, he lives and works as an 

evangelist and missionary from the United States.  He has all 

the rights and privileges of a US citizen here and whatever that 

means there.  Then again, every time he walks into the church 

where he serves, he walks through a memorial to those who 

died in that church during a massacre that occurred there in 

1990.  Even now, there are many forces in Africa that would 

like to completely erase Christianity and wipe it off the face of 

the map.  He, and his congregation, cannot let their guard 

down.  The “good fight” really is a fight for the faith.  

     As we gathered September 14th and 15th we looked at 

Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthian church and the way he talks 

to them about gathering an offering to help those in need in 

Jerusalem.  We looked at the way Paul says that their gift will 

supply the needs of God’s people there.  Pastor Kenety’s visit 

was a living example of that text.  You have supplied the needs 

of the saints at St. Peter’s but you have also uplifted their serv-

ant leader, Kenety.  As you have offered that encouragement 

in Christ, you have reminded him that, even though he may 

have years of work ahead as a sojourner, he will always be at 

home in the midst of God’s people.  You have reminded him 

that the Lord will never leave him or forsake him, and that 

Jesus is with him to the end of the age.  You have been the 

answer to his prayer that the Lord has provided.  You are a 

blessing.  
 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 
 

Romans 1:16 

Lutheran Family Service (LFS) of Iowa is an LCMS ministry serving the Iowa East 

and Iowa West Districts of the Synod.  The South Dakota District is in discussions 

with LFS of Iowa to expand into our State, in order to bring their Christian indi-

vidual and family counseling and adoption ministries to us.  Already, our District 

and LFS of Iowa have partnered in offering consultation services to our pastors, as 

the pastors minister to congregation members who are undergoing pain and loss.  

LFS of Iowa has also sponsored an Alzheimer Care-Giver Workshop in our District.  
 

On October 10th and 11th, Pastor Chris will be riding his bike to the district office in Sioux 

Falls in order to raise funds to support this important outreach.  He rides in memory of 

Isaac Machtemes who died 10-10-2018.  This Bike Ride fund-raising effort will raise funds to offset expenses in 

extending LFS of Iowa’s ministry to South Dakota District congregations and other ministries, and the first $2500.00 raised w ill 

be matched dollar for dollar by a generous member of the Huron community in memory of Isaac.  If you would like to make a 

donation or pledge, please use the form found in the back of the church. 

In Christ, Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President, The South Dakota District—LCMS 

 

Checks should be made out to the SD District-LCMS with “LFS of Iowa” on the memo line. 



Page 3 JOURNAL 

Dear Members and Friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

It is wonderful getting to know you more and more each day.  

As the summer winds down, people start focusing on the 

harvest.  Farmers and others will be looking at the results of 

the work of their hands from the past year.  One thing that 

was especially helpful to me as I try to remember people’s 

stories is finding out where they work.  I have already had the 

privilege of visiting some of you during the day at your places 

of employment.  It’s always interesting to see people in their 

element, where they feel more comfortable than almost any-

where else.   

     When I was on vicarage, my supervising pastor once re-

marked “wouldn’t it be wonderful if we kept a list of our 

members’ places of employment?”  At first, I didn’t really 

know what he meant.  What would be so great about a list of 

people’s occupations?  Sometimes, people have multiple jobs 

within a short period of time.  Other times, people don’t real-

ly like what they are doing.  Some may be retired or between 

jobs at any given moment.  Given all of these factors, does a 

person’s profession really say all that much?  It does.  What a 

person does to make a living says an awful lot about them.  It 

shows the gifts they have been given by their creator.  It 

tends to show the kinds of things they value.  It gives us a 

little glimpse into their world.  What a gift that list would be 

to stay connected to our church family and let them know we 

care just a little bit more often.  

     God actually created us to be 

able to work, even though most 

people’s dream is to stop someday.  

In Genesis, Adam and Eve were put 

in charge of tending to the Garden 

of Eden and Adam was tasked with 

naming the animals that were 

around him.  Rather than lounging 

on the grass without a care in the 

world, Adam and Eve had rich and 

fulfilling work that gave them joy.   

     But the Fall into sin changed everything.  In Genesis 3, 

God says, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 

wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 

‘You shall not eat of it, ’cursed is the ground because of you; 

in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 

thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants 

of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 

you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  Now everything 

was not as easy as it had once been.  Where there used to be 

a routine plentiful harvest, there were now frustrating 

droughts and floods.  By the time everything was dealt with, 

Adam would be sore and drenched with sweat.  Eve, as the 

mother of all creation, would find child-bearing to be ex-

tremely difficult.  Work was no longer a joy, it had been cor-

rupted.  People would grow to resent each other just because 

of their occupations, just like Cain did Abel.  

     In Jesus’ time, people were doing the same thing.  In Luke 

15, it says “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all draw-

ing near to hear him. And the Pharisees and the scribes grum-

bled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  

The tax collectors obviously had a very bad reputation among 

the Jews.  Tax collectors were often fellow countrymen who 

agreed to collect taxes from their neighbors to bring to Cae-

sar.  There were many who collected much more than their 

fair share and kept the excess for themselves.  But, if the peo-

ple refused to pay, Roman soldiers would be sent to collect 

or punish them.  So, to pretty much everybody, tax collectors 

were traitors, liars, and thieves.  And yet, Jesus ate with more 

than one of them.  In fact, he made a habit of hanging around 

with the most notorious sinners in society.  He talked with 

them, ate in their homes, and kept their company as friends.   

     The religious leaders and Pharisees were disgusted that 

Jesus would sink so low.  Everyone knows that to get any-

where, you need to keep the right company.  Jesus could have 

mingled with the elites and those who were thought to be 

righteous, but instead he rebukes the Pharisees as hypocrites.  

The religious leaders were so focused on their status that 

they could not see their own sin.  Jesus hung around with 

sinners, because that is who He was here for.  He had come 

for the people who were so entrenched in their transgres-

sions, that they had no hope of es-

cape.  That is why people came from 

miles around to hear Him.  That is 

why they dropped their fishing nets 

and followed.  They no longer need-

ed to trust in just themselves.  

     It was Jesus’ work, not their 

own, which ended up saving them.  

He lived the life that they could not.  

He suffered Hell on the cross before 

He victoriously rose again for them.  

As you think about your work, re-

member first what Jesus has done for you.  Romans 5:6-8 says 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 

for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous per-

son—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 

to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.”   

     Jesus has done the work of restoring people through His 

blood.  In our lives, it is still not going to be easy.  There will 

still be frustrations, sweat, and sin.  But what God has done 

has taken root in us.  Our faith sustains us through good 

times and bad.  I see many hard-working people at Mt. Calva-

ry, in all kinds of jobs and professions, but it gives me joy to 

know that they ultimately place their trust in Jesus’ work for 

their salvation.   

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Our work — Jesus’ work 
By Rev. Kevin Koester —Associate Pastor  
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Steven Arbach 

6012 Sunset Blvd 

Madison  SD  57042-7313 

 

 

Nikalus & Jocelyn Busch 

321 Oakmond Ave, Apt 15 

Mitchell  SD  57301 

 

 

Ruby Johannsen 

1345 Michigan Ave 

SunQuest Healthcare Center 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

 

 

Merele Jones 

842 12th St SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

 

Cody Kinsley 

20735 394th Ave 

Huron  SD  57350 

 
At right is a resource that SD LCMS congrega-

tions  

are encouraged to share to point farmers to an  

emotional health resource from Avera – 

Avera’s Farmer’s Stress Hotline.   

The hotline is free,  

confidential and available 24/7.   

As Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President,  

SD District—LCMS said in his note,  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Rev. Adam Welton, St. Peter Lutheran Church, 

Wentworth, has informed our office that Orphan 

Grain Train, an RSO (Recognized Service Organiza-

tion) of the LCMS, is providing $100,000 in flood 

disaster assistance to residents of Lake County, 

South Dakota.  The money is earmarked for fur-

nace replacement and drywall.  Rev. Welton and 

Rev. Clint Thorson (Our Savior, Madison) will be 

identifying members of their congregations who 

may need such assistance.   
 

Request #1:  if you know Lake County, South Dakota residents who could use this kind of assistance, LCMS people or not, 

please let Rev. Welton know (contact church office for phone number). 
 

Rev. Welton also informs us that Orphan Grain Train is providing some assistance to storm victims in Minnehaha County, 

South Dakota, but he does not know the details. 
 

Request #2:  if your congregation or individuals in your congregation wish to contribute to Orphan Grain Train for disaster 

relief in South Dakota visit their website (www.ogt.org) to make an on-line donation, indicating that the gift is for disaster  

response in South Dakota.  Or, you may send donations to Orphan Grain Train, P.O. Box 1466, Norfolk, NE 68701.  Rev. 

Welton says that such gifts will be above-and-beyond the monies noted above. 
 

We are grateful to our Lord and to our partner in the Lord’s service, Orphan Grain Train, for their generous help in this time 

of need!  
 

In Christ, 
 

Rev. Scott C. Sailer, President 

The South Dakota District—LCMS 

http://www.ogt.org
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Printed copies are available for October, November, and December in the Narthex and on the 

counter in the Fellowship Hall.  There are a few large print and digest size copies available in 

the church office.  Please contact the church office if you would like a large print or digest size 

Portals of Prayer in the future so we can make sure enough of each size are ordered.  
 

Portals of Prayer is also available as an app.   

Download on the Apple App Store or get it on Google Play.  

Four months seems like a long time, but it will go by quickly, and we need to start  

planning now for the 2020 March for Life in Washington, D.C.  Our first move is to 

continue praying for an end to the practice of abortion in all of its forms.  Next, pray 

about the possibility that you would attend the March.  If you are not able to attend f 

or any reason, please consider making a donation to our ministry at Mt .Calvary that 

would support another individual or family in traveling to and participating in the  

March on January 24th, 2020.  If you are interested, or would like more information, 

please talk to Pastor Chris or check out https://marchforlife.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate LWML Sunday with us 
the weekend of October 5-6 

We will mark LWML Sunday with a special order  
of worship for the weekend.  On Sunday morning 

during the Sunday School/Bible Study hour a break-
fast of scrambled eggs, little smokies and Muffins for 

Mites will be served.  A free will offering for the 
breakfast will benefit the LWML Mite mission.  

Please plan to worship with us and enjoy breakfast 
on LWML Sunday.  

 

Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each woman’s 
identity as a child of God and her relationship with 
Jesus Christ, encouraging and equipping Christian 

women to live out their lives in active mission  
ministries, and to support missions around the  

world through their sacrificial gifts of mites, tithes, 
offerings, and tireless service.  

 

Join LWML – We meet monthly, the first Thursday.  

Friday, October 4 —    9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Zion Lutheran Church, Delmont 
 

Saturday, October 5 —    9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Watertown 

News and Announcements 

____________________ 

https://marchforlife.org/


Page 6 JOURNAL 

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

     What a whirlwind September has been for both students and teachers at Mt. Calvary 

Preschool.  The first few weeks always seem to fly by, and there is never a dull moment as 

we all get to know each other.   

     This month so far in Bible story time, we have read about Adam and Eve and Noah's Ark.  

We are thankful that even though we may make mistakes and fail, God never stops loving us 

and always keeps his promises.  What a good reminder for all of us.  We have been busy 

making arts and crafts to decorate the hall once again, they look so bare over the summer.   

I hope you enjoy our colorful presence there again!  

   For our field trip this month we walked over to the doughnut shop.  This is always a favor-

ite for the kids, as they each to pick out their own doughnut to eat.  They also show us the big mixers where they make all the 

dough, with sacks of flour as big as the children!   

     Now we look onto what October will bring, keep praying for us teachers and the students.  Pray that through our ministry 

here their little hearts will know the love of Jesus, and bring the gospel home to their families.  

Thank you! —Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Volunteers are needed to help with our Confirmation 

youth snack time each Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.  The 

MCLC Youth Board will provide the food, all we  

need from you, our members, is a bit of set-up start-

ing at 5:00 p.m. each Wednesday, a friendly smile and 

greeting for our youth, and some clean-up at 5:15 

p.m.  There is a sign up sheet on the Fellowship Hall  

kitchen counter.  Thank you for your help!  

~Pastor Chris 

Children Singing 
On Sunday, October 27th the Sunday school  

children, preschool through 6th grade, will be singing  

at the beginning of the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

This is a change to the date previously published. 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 
 

     What a wonderful verse to think of as we begin another year at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool.  Our 2019/2020 school 

year begins with some exciting changes to our teaching staff.  This year Melissa Klinsky has moved into our Director/Teacher 

position.  Melissa has been our paraprofessional for the last 3 years.  Nicole Gerber, who is a member of Mt. Calvary Lutheran 

Church, will assist her as our new paraprofessional.  

     Both our morning and afternoon classes are full.  We have several new students as well as some familiar faces returning 

from last year.   

     Watch for “Preschool Spotlights” coming soon to our weekly church bulletin.  Our spotlights will include teacher bios first 

and then a different student profile each week.   

     Also remember our board meetings are always open to all church members.  

Our meeting dates and times can be found on the monthly calendar.  If you have 

questions about the preschool, please talk to any board member.   

     Please keep our teachers and preschool in your prayers as they began the new 

school year.  Thank you for your continued support of our preschool, without our 

church and its members our school couldn’t exist.  

Mt. Calvary School Board 

Items needed for assembling OGT Hygiene Kits  
Collection boxes are in the Fellowship Hall (see back page for details) 
 

Each Hygiene Kit contains:  

1 bath towel 

1 wash cloth 

1 bath size bar of soap 

1 toothbrush in package 

6-bandaids 1/2" or 3/4" in size 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

On Sunday, September 15 the LYF 

Scavenger Hunt led the youth to a 

number of home addresses of Mt. 

Calvary members and friends for 

friendly visits.  A few of these visits 

were captured on camera! 
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On the Schedule for October 
 

October 9 LYF Meal and Activity after Confirmation 

 Meal served by 8th grade families 
 

October 13 LYF 6th-12th grade and families  
- 4:00 pm Hayride and Bonfire at the Borkowski’s 

 Meet at church and all travel out together 
 

October 27 Family Pumpkin Carving/Painting Activity 

- noon-2:00 pm Meal served by youth board 

 Hygiene Kits will be assembled for OGT. 

 

Looking Ahead to November—A LYF mission trip to the Orphan Grain Train (OGT) in Norfolk, NE will 

be held November 8-9th.  We will meet at the church November 8th and travel to Yankton and spend the 

night at St John's Lutheran Church.  Our mission experience begins at 9 a.m. in Norfolk.  A sign up sheet is 

on the counter in the Fellowship Hall to gather numbers of who can attend.  Families can come!!  Bring a 
sleeping bag and a mission attitude!!  We are collecting items for Hygiene kits to take with us.  Boxes are in 

the Fellowship Hall to collect items needed to make these kits.  Kits will be assembled on Sunday, October 

27th in conjunction with the pumpkin carving activity. 


