
    

 Christ Jesus died on the Cross 

to redeem us from the imprisonment 

of our sin, to save us from those sins 

because He is gracious.  These are 

the objective facts of gospel history.   

As recorded in the Gospels of  

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the  
Bible.  Jesus Christ was mocked, 

scorned, and tortured in the praetori-

um.  He carried His cross up the Via 

Dolorosa in Jerusalem to Calvary, 

was nailed to the Cross, and hung 

between two common criminals.  He 

suffered an indescribable death, which 

we recall every Good Friday of Holy 

Week.  

 Before Christian pilgrimages 

to the Holy Land ended with Islamic 

forces occupying Jerusalem in the 

Middle Ages pilgrims would walk, 

òThe Way of the Crossó during Lent 

retracing the Passion, Crucifixion, and 

death of Christ.  

 The last seven expressions of 

Jesus Christ on the Cross recorded 

in Scripture have long been known as 

His seven last words and here they 

are.  
 

THE FIRST WORD  
 

"Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they do."    

Luke 23:34  
 

 Jesus of Nazareth, your  

Savior, your Lord, is looking down 

from the cross just after He was  

crucified between two criminals.  He 

sees the soldiers who have mocked, 

scourged, and tortured him, and who 

have just nailed him to the cross.   

He remembers those who have  

sentenced him ñ Caiaphas and the 

high priests of the Sanhedrin.  Pilate  

realized it was out of envy that they 

handed him over (Matthew 27:18, 

Mark 15:10).   

 But is Jesus not also thinking 

of His Apostles and companions who 

have deserted him, to Peter who has 

denied him three times, to the fickle 

crowd who perhaps only days before 

praised him on his entrance to Jeru-

salem, and then days later demanded  

his crucifixion?  

 He is also thinking of us, who 

daily and often forget Him.   Does He 

react angrily?  No!  At the height of 

His physical suffering, His love and 
(Continued on page 2) 
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mercy prevails and He asks His Father and ours to 

forgive them and us!  By Jesusõ very Sacrifice on 

the Cross mankind is forgiven!    

 Right up to His final hours on earth, Jesus 

preaches with His death and forgiveness.  He 

teaches forgiveness in the Lord's prayer: "Forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us" (Matthew 6:12).  When asked by 

Peter how many times should we forgive someone, 

Jesus answers seventy times seven (Matthew  

18:21-22).  He forgives the paralytic at Capernaum 

(Mark 2:3-12), the sinful woman who anointed him 

in the home of Simon the Pharisee (Luke 7:37-48), 

and the adulteress caught in the act and about to 

be stoned (John 8:1-11).   
 During the Institution of the Lordõs Supper, 

Jesus tells them to drink of the cup: "Drink of it, all 

of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins" (Matthew 26:27-28).   

 And even following His Resurrection, His 

first act is to commission His disciples to forgive: 

"Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained" (John 20:22-23).  
 

THE SECOND WORD  
 

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 

me in Paradise."   Luke 23:43  
 

 Now it is not just the Jewish leaders or the  

Roman soldiers that mock Jesus but even one of 

the criminals, a progression of mockery.  But the 

criminal on the right speaks up for Jesus, explaining 

the two criminals are receiving their just due, 

whereas "this man has done nothing wrong."  

Then, turning to Jesus, he asks, "Jesus, remember 

me when you come in your kingdom" (Luke 23:42).  

This repentant sinner was called by the gospel  to 

faith in Christ.  In His own suffering, Jesus re-

sponds with mercy in His second word, living out 

His own Beatitude, "Blessed are the merciful, for they 

shall obtain mercy."  

 The second word again is about for-
giveness, this time directed to a sinner.  Just as the 

first word, this biblical expression is found only in 

the Gospel of Luke.  Jesus shows His Divinity by 

opening heaven for this forgiven and repentant  

sinner - such generosity to a man that only asked to 

be remembered, incredible!  

 This expression offers us hope for salvation, 

for if in this declaration a criminal was declared for-

given we also in Jesus Christõs death are declared 

forgiven.  
 

THE THIRD WORD  
 

"Jesus said to his mother: "Woman, this is 

your son."  Then he said to the disciple: "This 

is your mother."   John 19:26-27  
 

 Jesus and Mary were together at the wedding 

in Cana and now at the end of His public ministry  

they are together at the foot of the Cross.  John is 

the only Evangelist to record Mary being at the 

Cross.  The Lord refers to His mother as ôwomanõ at 

the Wedding Feast of Cana (John 2:1-11) and in this  

passage,  recalling the woman in Genesis 3:15. 

   He is remembering the first Messianic 

prophecy to Adam and Eve of the Redeemerõs work.  

 Sorrow filled Mary's heart!  She felt the deep 

sorrow of any mother who saw her Son as He  

carried the Cross on the Via Dolorosa.  "Behold I 

make all things new" he said, (Revelation 21:5).  And 

then she had to watch Him being nailed to the 

Cross.  A sword pierces Mary's soul: again we are 

reminded of the prophecy of Simeon at the Presen-

tation of the infant Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:35).  

 Never be tricked into believing that Mary 

was anything but Jesusõ human mother, used of God 

for great purpose to serve as the Mother of God.  

But never is she to be worshipped or prayed to.   

Honored yes, but never worshipped, that is idolatry.  

 The loved ones of Jesus are with Him.  There 

are four at the foot of the cross. Mary his Mother, 

John, the disciple whom He loved, His mother's  

sister (His aunt) Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene.  He addresses His third word to His 

mother Mary and the apostle John, the only eye-

witness at the cross of the Gospel writers.  
 

I will continue with THE FOURTH WORD ñ
in the March edition of the Journal.  ñPd 
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The Board of Stewardship is looking for people to 

serve on the board.  Our next meeting is Sunday,  

February 25 at 11: 45 a.m.  Please attend if you are 

interested in learning about this board. 

The Leadership Training Seminar for 

Council and all Board members  

is scheduled for Saturday, February 3,  

from 9:00 a.m. ð12:00 noon.   

Meets in Sunday School room by the nursery.   
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Reminder - Direct Thrivent 

Choice Dollars® by March 31  
 

Thrivent members may direct Choice Dollars®  

to more than 32,000 churches, schools and other 

nonprofits, including Mt Calvary Lutheran Church  

and Mt Calvary Preschool.   

 

Thrivent Choice® dollars can make a  

profound impact on an organization.   

 

In 2017 $7,329 was directed to Mt. Calvary 

and $2,815 to the Mt. Calvary Preschool.  
 

Use the Thrivent Choice® page at  

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more.  

Or call 800-847-4836 and  

say òThrivent Choiceó after the prompt. 

A Quilt of Remembrance is on display in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Markers are with the 

quilt top and we invite everyone to sign it.  

After the signatures have been gathered, 

the quilt top will be finished and  

presented 

to Pastor 

Domke 

upon his 

retirement 

in May. 



QUESTION: Would you please explain the  

significance of Ash Wednesday?  I've seen some 

people in the past with black ash crosses on their 

foreheads.  

 

ANSWER:  Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, a 

commentary on Lutheran Worship, one of our Synod's 

hymnals, says this about ashes on Ash Wednesday: 

"Other customs may be used, particularly the imposi-

tion of ashes on those who wish it.  This ancient act is a 

gesture of repentance and a powerful reminder about 

the meaning of the day. 

 Ashes can symbolize dust-to-dustness and re-

mind worshipers of the need for cleansing, scrubbing 

and purifying.  If they are applied during an act of kneel-

ing, the very posture of defeat and submission expresses 

humility before God." 

 The use of ashes on Ash Wednesday is a more 

recent custom among most LCMS congregations,  

although some have done it for decades.  The ashes are 

usually derived from the burned palms from the previ-

ous Palm Sunday. 

 Experience will show, however, that in obtain-

ing ashes this way, it doesn't take many ashes to "ash" a 

whole congregation.  Like sin, they are very dirty and go 

a long way.  One palm leaf will produce enough ashes 

for several years. 

 Usually the pastor takes the ashes on the end of 

his thumb and makes the sign of the cross on the fore-

head of each worshiper, saying these words: 

"Remember: you are dust, and to dust you shall return."  

This follows most effectively prior (or as part of) the 

Service Corporate Confession and Absolution on pages 

purple, a color often associated with penitence.  The 

"Hymn of Praise" is omitted from the liturgy.  The word 

"Alleluia" is usually omitted as well. 

 By not using the alleluia ñ a joyful expression 

meaning "Praise the Lord" ñ until Easter, the Lenten 

season is clearly set apart as a distinct time from the rest 

of the year. 

 Additionally, it forms a powerful contrast with 

the festive celebration of Jesus' resurrection when our 

alleluias ring loud and clear. 

 Finally, the penitential character of Lent is not its 

sole purpose.  In the ancient Church, the weeks leading 

up to Easter were a time of intensive preparation of the  

candidates who were to be baptized at the Easter vigil 

on Holy Saturday. 

 This time in the Church's calendar was seen as 

an especially appropriate time for Baptism because of the  

relationship between Christ's death and resurrection and 

our own in Holy Baptism (see Romans 6:1-11). 

 This focus would suggest that the season of Lent 

serves not only as a time to meditate on the suffering 

that Christ endured on our behalf but also as an oppor-

tunity to reflect upon our own Baptism and what it 

means to live as a child of God. 

Ash Wednesday ñAshes 

QUESTION: What is the significance of Lent?  

 

ANSWER:  Early in the Church's history, the major 

events in Christ's life were observed with special obser-

vances, such as His birth, baptism, death, resurrection, 

and ascension. 

 As these observances developed, a period of 

time was set aside prior to the major events of Jesus' 

birth and resurrection as a time of preparation. 

 During Lent, the Church's worship assumes a 

more penitential character.  The color for the season is 

Lent  

Date          Day                       Theme  
 

2/14/18      Ash Wednesday        The Pardoning Word  

2/21/18      Midweek 2                The Promising Word  

2/28/18      Midweek 3                The Faithful Word  
 

Worship Services Wednesdays during Lent at 7:00 p.m.  

     preceded by a hymn sing at 6:45 p.m.   

On the Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday Lenten  

     suppers are offered at 6:00 p.m. 
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February 14 
6:45 p.m. Imposition of Ashes 

7:00 p.m. Worship Service  

with Communion 

Mid Week  

Lent Services 

7:00 p.m.  
February 21 

February 28 

March 7 

March 14 

March 21 Hymn sing at 6:45 p.m. each week 

 

Palm Sunday Worship Services  Easter Vigil Worship Service  

Saturday, March 24 - 7:00 p.m.  Saturday, March 31 - 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 25 - 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

 Sunday of the Resurrection ñ April 1  
Maundy Thursday Worship Service  Easter Sunrise Worship Service - 6:30 a.m. 

Thursday, March 29 - 7:00 p.m.  

 Easter Breakfast - 7:30 a.m. 

Good Friday Tenebrae Worship Services   

Friday, March 30 - 12:10 p.m.  Easter Festival I Worship Service - 8:30 a.m.  

Friday, March 30 - 7:00 p.m. Easter Festival II Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 

Lenten Suppers  

Wednesdays 6:00 p.m.  
 

February 21 - Spaghetti  

February 28 - check bulletin weekly  

March 7 - Pork Loin Sandwich and Baked Beans  

March 14 - check bulletin weekly  

March 21 - check bulletin weekly  



Minneboji Lutheran Camp is for students, primarily 

from LCMS congregations in South Dakota and south-

western Minnesota, who have completed grades 4 

through 9.  Camp Minneboji is located at Camp Okoboji 

Lutheran Camp on Lake Okoboji, Iowa.  Camp Minneboji 

has consecrated Christian counselors interested in Chris-

tian ministry and Christ-centered relationships with boys 

& girls, who devote their time and talents for the camp 

week.  Pastors and other professional church workers 

from Minnesota and South Dakota lead the camp activities 

as members of the camp staff.  
 

2018 camp theme is "iLIFE" based on I Peter 1  

Camp this year is June 17 through June 23, 2018.  

 
New registration booklets have been received and are on the counter 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Each camper must complete and send in a Camper 

Registration Form and a Camp Health Form. 
 

The capacity of the camp (available cabin space) is only 325.   

The camp will fill fast - REGISTER EARLY!  Pre-Registration fee is $150.   

Registration fees received by May 1st are $375  

(cost is $395 for registrations received after May 1st).   

The camp cost is for 7 days.  This fee includes room & board, operation  

expenses, crafts, sports, and the outing to Arnold's Park.    

 

Public  

Questioning  

Schedule  

Change 
Please note that the 

Public Questioning 

of confirmands will 

be moved up one 

week to Sunday, 

April 22.  

ñLet the children come to me, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ò Matthew 19:14 

LYF Schedule for February  
February 3-4   All LYF Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser 

-9:00 a.m.   Saturday sub sandwich preparation  

 

February 7  All LYF activity/meal following confirmation 

-6:30 p.m.  Games and 8th grade parents plan/serve meal 

LYF Fundraiser -  
Enjoy a fresh made sub sandwich made to order by the LYF youth for your 

Super Bowl Sunday treat.  Forms are in the bulletin to preorder your deli-

cious meal (sandwich and chips) and are only $6 each.  Sandwiches will be 

assembled on Saturday, February 3th from 9 :00 a.m. until finished 

and can be picked up that morning from 11:00 a.m. to noon in the 

Activity Center.  Preorders are encouraged and very helpful, but we will 

have some extra subs for sale on Sunday too.  Thank you for supporting the 

youth of our congregation.  Any questions call/ text Ann Cruse c)350-5810.  
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