Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
3
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.
4
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.

Satanism a Study
By Rev. Dan Domke

“I became angry with God and began to hate Him. I had prayed that He would make this girl love
me as much as I loved her. But God had failed me. He didn’t love me. I wanted nothing more to do
with Him.
“We moved back to Oklahoma, and I was reunited with old friends. In time, I met another girl I had
Iiked. She knew I was interested in witchcraft and introduced me to a witch. Some of the witch’s
first words to me were, ‘You want real power, go black magic.’ “Without hesitation, I replied, ’Let’s
go black magic.’ “The witch told me that the first step in getting power was praying to Satan. She
taught me a special incantation to call forth the powers of evil. I was angry with God—but it still
took me a full day to get up the nerve to pray to the devil. That night, I did. It was the turning point.
I wanted to know more. I questioned the witch constantly, trying to learn what myth was and what
was real. I researched biographies of prominent witches and Satanists at the school library. I
searched bookstores for occult-related books, often stealing those I found. I studied devotedly,
and got my friends involved,” says Sean Sellers, who has been turned by God’s grace from the life
of Satanism to true life in Christ. Sean Sellers is currently serving a life term in prison for murder
as a result of his involvement in witchcraft and Satanism.
My question to you today is do you know what the bible says about witchcraft, Satanism, and the
occult? If you don’t you better! Second, if you do know what God says do you believe it? If you
don’t, then you better make a decision about what you believe and how strongly. Do you believe
what the bible says? Many people say yes, but when faced with a choice or decision they say no!
So what about you? Do you really believe the bible and are you willing to apply and put what God
says concerning such things into practice and remove Satanic/Occult practices from your life,
home, and church that are in conflict with the “Will and Word of God”? This is the challenge.
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Know what you believe! The man who doesn’t stand for something will fall for anything!
So as a Christian what are we to believe?
Do you believe there is a personal God who came in the person of Jesus Christ?
Do you believe that the bible is God’s Word?
Do you believe the bible is without errors and is to be believed, cover to cover and word for
word!!!
Do you believe in a personal devil, a fallen angel?
Do you believe in evil, wickedness, anarchy, deception?
Do you believe in witches, demons, spells, incantations as myth or as real?

Satanism – The Occult a Veil of Deception
Definitions:
1.

Religious Satanism – Is Legal

2.

Ritualistic Crime – Is illegal

3.

Satanism as defined in the O.T. – I Samuel 15:23

1 Samuel 15:23
23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
he has rejected you as king.” 1
At the heart of Satanism is the rejection of or rebellion against the Word of the Lord.
rebellious, rebellion, bitter, rebels

{ yrim}

2

1. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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divination, witchcraft
4.

SUPERSTITIONS: A belief in, or the fear of what is unknown, mysterious or supernatural;
religious opinion, or practice based on belief in divination, sorcery, magic, omens, etc.

5. Cult: “a cult is any religious group which differs significantly in some one or more respects as
to belief or practice, from those religious groups which are regarded as the normative
expression in our total culture.
A. A cult may gather around one person or person’s interpretation of the bible.
B. A cult may gather around one person or person’s charisma, of belief system.
C. Cults vary as to their divergence from orthodox Christianity.
Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Moonies, Satanic Cults like the “Dark Angels” in Moorhead, MIN. or “Tempered
Steal” ( now defunct) in Fergus Falls, MN.
Some cults have deviated to the point there is no semblance of Christianity, others keep an obvious semblance of
Christianity for the purpose of luring people into the groups.

6. Occult: The word comes from the Latin. It means hidden knowledge, secret arts,
unexplainable events, dark secrets, Mysterious, concealed.
The Occult deals with things secret or hidden

7. The Occult deals with operations or events which seem to depend on the claim of human
powers that go beyond the five senses, i.e. Psychic Powers (the psychic friend’s network) out
of business now. If they ware so psychic they would have known the network would have
collapsed.
8.

The Occult deals with the supernatural, the presence of demonic forces.

A. Occult Activities
1. Fortune Telling – the act of forecasting future events
2. Magick – the ability to bring about events beyond human powers by using potions, spells, by
calling on super human spirits agencies (Satan and demons)
3. Spiritism – A spiritual activity grounded in the belief that by means of a person, certain
mediums or spiritist, people can make contact with the dead and recieve information or future
2. Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1995.
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knowledge. An unchristian, antichristian cult based on and alleged intercourse with the souls of
the dead. The founding of this cult in its present form is ascribed to the Foe Sisters of Hydeville,
N.Y.
4. Divination – The art or practice that seeks to foretell future events or discover hidden
knowledge by means of omens or by the aid of supernatural powers. An occult art, practiced
extensively by heathen, both ancient and modern, claiming for itself the ability to discover the will
of the gods, to forecast the future from certain indications and to decide from phenomena of an
alleged supernatural kind which foretells the correct course of action to be followed in a given
instance.
5. Omen – An occurrence or phenomenon believed to foretell a future event. Like a crow seen on
a particular day of particular month in a particular direction.
6. Sorcery – a person who practices a form of witchcraft
7. Witchcraft – The use of sorcery or magick, communication with the devil. (Druidic Craft of the
Wise – Wicca Order of Bast)
8. Enchant – To use charms or incantations. How many of you have charm bracelets? Why are
they called charm bracelets?
9. Psychic – Supposedly a person claiming to have a special sensitivity to nonphysical or spiritual
forces. The psychics are being legitimized through the media of movies, news reports, and TV.
10. Ouija Board – occult tool of which many Christians of only as a game. William Fuld of
Baltimore created it in 1890’s. Sold by Parker Brothers.
11. Telepathy: Communication between minds without sensory perception.
12. Telekinesis: The ability to move an object without touching it.
13. Clairvoyance: The supernatural ability to seeing objects or actions beyond the range of natural
vision.
14. Reincarnation: being born over again, as a lower or higher being.
15. Poltergeist (noisy ghost)
16. Horoscopes (astrology)
17. Astral Projection: Projecting the human being, body/spirit out into the astral plain, or projection
of oneself out into the stars.
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18. .Augur – a soothsayer a diviner a member of the college of priests in Rome who claimed to be
able to fore tell events by observing the flight of birds or other actions of animals or birds.
(Story of the lady from St. John- a soothsayer – crows in March forecast the kind of summer
and when the first frost would come).
19. Spell casting – Words or words supposed to have magical power; magic formula;
20. Halloween – Practices of today (tricks or treats, fear; scary, witches, etc.) are still patterned
after the Celtic Druids Sun god rites, (Samhain) the Lord of the dead. See section on
Halloween. See section on Halloween.

What do you believe concerning Christ?
A. Is He real? Is He real in your life?
B. You can’t see Him, you can’t touch Him! So what tells you He is real?
C. Where do I learn of Christ Jesus?
D. Do really believe that you are to live completely to His Glory? See I Cor. 10:31 “So
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 3
How far do I have to take this Christianity? How far does God expect me to go to be faithful?

The Ten Commandments

20

And God spoke all these words:

2

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 “You
shall have no other gods before me."
4
“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth
beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third
and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of
those who love me and keep my commandments. 4

3. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
4. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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What do you believe concerning Satan?
A. Is the devil real?
B. Are demons real?

What the Bible teaches concerning Satan
A. Satan is real – Satan referred to 35 times in NIV, e.g. Luke 10:18
B. Demons are real – Matt. 8:29, Mk. 1:23-24, 3:11, 5:7, Luke 2:25-32, Red Dragon, Lucifer,
C. Other names for SATAN: Called Abaddon, Rev. 9:11; accuser of our brethren, Rev. 12:10;
adversary, 1 Pet. 5:8; angel of the bottomless pit, Rev. 9:11; Apollyon, Rev. 9:11; Beelzebub,
Matt. 12:24; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15; Belial, 2 Cor. 6:15; the devil, Matt. 4:1; Luke 4:2,6; Rev. 20:2;
enemy, Matt. 13:39; evil spirit, 1 Sam. 16:14; father of lies, John 8:44; gates of hell, Matt. 16:18;
great red dragon, Rev. 12:3; liar, John 8:44; lying spirit, 1 Kin. 22:22; murderer, John 8:44; old
serpent, Rev. 12:9; 20:2; power of darkness, Col. 1:13; prince of this world, John 12:31; 14:30;
16:11; of devils, Matt. 12:24; of the power of the air, Eph. 2:2; ruler of the darkness of this world,
Eph. 6:12; Satan, 1 Chr. 21:1; Job 1:6; John 13:27; Acts 5:3; 26:18; Rom. 16:20; serpent, Gen.
3:4,14; 2 Cor. 11:3; spirit that works in the children of disobedience, Eph. 2:2; tempter, Matt. 4:3; 1
Thess. 3:5; the god of this world, 2 Cor. 4:4; unclean spirit, Matt. 12:43; wicked one, Matt.
13:19,38.Kingdom of, to be destroyed, 2 Sam. 23:6,7, with context; Matt. 12:29; 13:30; Luke
11:21,22; 1 John 3:8. Synagogue of, Rev. 2:9; 3:9.5
D. No one believes in me anymore
Oh my job keeps gettin easier As time keeps slippin away
I can imitate the brightest light And make your night just like day
I put some truth in every lie To tickle itchin ears
You know I’m drawing people Just like flies
Cause they like what they hear I’m gainin power by the hour
They’re falling by the score You know it’s gettin very simple now
Since no one believes in me anymore
Oh Heaven’s just a state of mind, My books read on your shelf
Oh, have you heard that God is dead, I made that one up myself
They’re dabblin in magic spells, They get their fortunes read
You know they heard the truth, But turned away followed me instead

5. Swanson, James, Editor, New Nave’s Topical Bible, (Oak Harbor, Washington: Logos
Research Systems, Inc.) 1994.
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I used t have to sneak around, But now they just open their doors
No one’s watchin for my tricks, Since no one believes in me anymore
Every one likes a winner, with my help you’re guaranteed to win
Hey man you ain’t no sinner, No You’ve go the truth within
And as your life slips by you’ll believe the lie, that you did it on your own
But don’t worry; I’ll be there to help you share
Our Dark eternal home, Our Dark eternal home
Oh my job keeps gettin easier, As day slips into day
The magazines the news papers, Print every word I say
E. Lucifer the Perfect
1. Satan, the great Dragon, The Serpent.
a. Isaiah 14:12
i.
beautiful
ii.
corruption came in the heart
b. Ezekiel 28:1-2
i.
The prince of Tyre
ii.
I am not a man, but a god
c. Ezekiel 28:11-15
i.
Behind the man is the real power, unseen.
ii.
Offers wealth, power, and influence.
d. Rev. 12:7 -9
i.
War fought between Michael and Lucifer
ii.
Good angels prevailed
iii.
old serpent cast out
iv.
Lives to deceive man, whole world.
e. Rev. 12:10-17
i.
Purpose to make war on man.
ii.
Purpose to destroy
f. I Peter 5:8
i.
Be sober
ii.
Be vigilant
iii.
Your adversary – wants to devour you.
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Headlines
Boys Death brings Satanic Worship to light
Concern grows over Fargo Moorhead Satanism
Crowd in Fargo told Satanism in Area
Vampirism in St. Cloud

Halloween – Just in the name of fun.
1) Celtic Druids
a) Nov. 1 First day of Celtic New year
b) Held a feast honoring the Sun god and Samhain the Lord of the Dead.
2) Trick or treat
a) Comes from the Sun god rites.
b) People would parade through the country side house to house led by a white robed man
wearing a horse head mask. Asking for contributions for the god of the harvest.
c) Linked to this practice were the Samhein rites – characterized by fear, death, and murder
(human sacrifice). How does this square with God’s Word.
2 Timothy 1:7

7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (Cowardice), but a spirit of power, of love and of selfdiscipline (sound mind). 6
Of all the Holidays – which one is surrounded with themes of fear, death, being scared, evil,
murder, blood letting, witches, demons, monsters, etc.? Only one each year. The holiday (Holy
Day) of Halloween is holy to whom?
Fear is not of God! Only Satan! The Celts believe that on October 31, Samhain the god the Dead
assembled the souls of all the wicked who died that year. These souls were released, fear
covered the land. To appease these spirits, candies and even whole meals were left out for the
spirits who were coming back to enjoy the things of this earth for the night. If nothing was left out
the spirits would cause trouble even death, sickness and just simple innocent tricks or noise.

6The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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Fire rituals and divinations mark the occasion. Priests would sacrifice animals and humans
roasting them alive in wicker baskets which were lit a fire. Where do you think the word “Bonfire
came from”? It used to be pronounced “bone fire”.
Later in Ireland youngsters would dress up on sheets imitating the spirits to get candy and other
things. If there was no candy they would pull pranks. Soap windows; let the air out of tires, burn
bags on porches, wire windows and push over outhouses, (with Uncle John inside). Just for
fun....The interesting thing is in this philosophy one can do such things without taking
responsibility for sinful behavior. Is it wrong to go out dressed as a cowboy, fireman, and saint?
No! But they go out on a night when there are Ghosts, vampires, witches, etc. going all over the
place.
Halloween is the night of the high black mass in Satanism. Several things happen this night. The
unholy communion is served. Many of the rituals are similar to Mason rituals, and Mormon rituals.
For most people however this night holds no concern. But it should if we are going to be
consistent in our witness to Christ.
 Our Testimony
 I Cor. 1:10
 I Cor. 10:31
 Colossians 3:1-8
 I John 1:6
 I John 2:6
 Titus 1:9
When we play with Horoscopes, Tarot cards, Ouija boards, table raising, etc. We play with the
Occult were playing with the devil. T.M. Transcendental Meditation is an eastern religion or a form
of devil or demon worship. All too often many people and Christians unknowingly face a special
danger in that they are not aware of or believe the grim threat posed by seemingly harmless occult
practices. When a person takes part in any of them, several things become true, and it makes no
difference whether he or she intends to be dragged into it the occult.
It is true that Satan is stronger that we believe. Second, he or she disobeys God who commanded
ages ago that humans avoid all occult activities, because it is dangerous.
And thirdly, there is a problem in the area of the subconscious.
2 Corinthians 11:3-4

3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may
somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes to
you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit
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from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it
easily enough. 7
How many of us put up with unholy, evil and wicked behavior in our homes and churches, by
saying, “It none of my business, I won’t get involved. We are then complicity with Satan’s work to
divide the church.
More verse Proverbs. 23:7, Romans 12:2, Phil. 2:1-3.
Here is a most important point:
The person, who opens the door to another dimension, opens a door to hostile beings who
hate you with a malignant hatred. It is so evil so vile, so wicked no man conceive it. These
beings (demons-fallen angels) are very much alive. The bible clearly shows that, while God
and his angels are good supernatural beings, He allows a race of evil being to exist for
reasons known only to Him. These include Satan and fallen or disobedient angels which
are called demons. (Eph. 6:11-12, I Peter 5:8)
Ephesians 6:11-12

11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms. 8
Any one who opens the door into the occult for fun actually issues an invitation to the forces of
darkness to make contact in return. Often nothing happens. However sometimes it does.

Satanism/Witchcraft
1. Exodus 22:18; Lev. 19:31; 20:6, Isaiah 8:19;15:23;19:3; 28:7;29:4; II Kings 9:22;
23:24; I Chron. 10:13; Micah 5:12; Gal. 5:20
2. It is a world wide organization
3. It is responsible for up to 50,000 human sacrifices a year, according to the Rev. Philip
Lochaas, Dept. of Cults, LCMS

7The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
8The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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Characteristics of those involved in Satanism
Self indulgence
Anger
Hatred
Rebellion
Hatred of the church
Hatred of Christ
Hatred of the bible
Reading the satanic bible
Abuse of ones own body
Preoccupation with death, suicide, murder,
Preoccupation with blood
Deep involvement with FRP games
FRP – Fantasy Role Play Games
Dungeons and Dragons
Pokemon and Magic Cards – see addendum

Wizards of the Coast
Magic: The Gathering Game

Satanism in Disguise
Groups that are connected to Satanism by basic philosophies, practices, beliefs, or attitude are:
 New Age Groups
 UFO’ religions
 Eastern Religions
 Mormons
 Radical Feminism
 Secular Humanism
 Lodges – Masons in particular
 Radical Environmentalists
 Evolutionary Philosophy

Exorcism
Today’s Order of baptism still retains a portion of an exorcism.

Holy Baptism
P
C

The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even T forevermore.
Amen.

Sit
P
R
P
R
P
R

[Name(s)], do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.
Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.
Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

9. Luther’s formula for baptism includes a longer part for the exorcism of the baptismal
candidate.

The Order of Baptism9
1523

9

Luther’s Works, Vol. 53, page 96
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The officiant shall blow three times under the child’s eyes and shall say

Depart thou unclean spirit and give room to the Holy Spirit.
Then he shall sign him with a cross on his forehead and breast and shall say:

Receive the sign of the holy cross on both thy forehead and thy breast.
Let us pray.
O Almighty eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, look upon this N., thy servant whom thou
has called to instruction in the faith, drive away from him all the blindness of his heart, break all
the snares of the devil with which he is bound, open to him, Lord, the door of they grace: so that
marked with the sign of thy wisdom he may be free of the stench of all evil lusts and serve thee
joyfully according to the sweet savor of thy commandments in thy church and grow daily and be
made meet to come to the grace of thy baptism to receive the balm of life; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray again.
O God, immortal Comfort of all who ask, Savior of all who cry to thee, and Peace of al who pray to
thee, Life of the believers, Resurrection of the dead, I cry to thee for this N., thy servant, who
prayers for the gift of thy baptism and desires thine eternal grace through spiritual regeneration:
Receive him, Lord, and as thou hast said, “Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, knock
and it shall be opened unto you,” so give now the reward to him that asketh and open the door to
him that knocketh: so that he may obtain the eternal blessing of this heavenly bath and recieve the
promised kingdom of thy grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
He shall now take the child, put salt into his mouth, and say:

N., recieve the salt of wisdom. May it aid thee to eternal life. Amen. Peace be with thee.
Let us pray.
...Therefore, thou miserable devil, acknowledge thy judgment and give glory to the true and living
God, give glory to his Son Jesus Christ and to the Holy Ghost, and depart from this N., his
servant; for God and our Lord Jesus Christ has of his goodness called him to his holy grace and
blessing, and to the fountain of baptism so that thou mayest never dare to disturb this sign of the
holy cross which we make on his forehead; through him who cometh again to judge, etc.
So hearken now, thou miserable devil, adjured by the name of the eternal God and of our Savior
Jesus Christ, and depart trembling and groaning, conquered together with thy hatred, so that thou
shalt have nothing to do with the servant of god who now seeks that which is heavenly and
renounces thee and thy world, and shall live in blessed immortality. ...I adjure thee, thou unclean
spirit, by the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy Ghost that thou come out of and
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depart from this servant of god, N., for he commands thee, thou miserable one, he who walked
upon the sea and stretched forth his hand to sinking Peter...
Then the priest shall lay his hand on the head of the child and pray the "Our Father" together with the sponsors
kneeling.
Then he shall take spittle with his finger, touch the right ear therewith and say:

Ephphatha, that is, Be thou opened [Mark 7:34]
Then the nose and the left ear [and say]

But thou, devil, flee, for God’s judgment cometh speedily.
Then the child shall be led into the church, and the priest shall say:

Here begins what we are used to hearing.
The Lord preserve thy coming in and thy going out now and for evermore.
Then the priest shall have the child renounce the devil through his sponsors and say:

N., dost thou renounce the devil?

How are people drawn into Satanic Cults
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

They are lonely hungering for companionship and fellowship, they are vulnerable
They are looking for acceptance
They are looking for power and success perhaps that was denied
They are looking for religious reality, feeling the church has failed to provide this reality.
They have poor self images, as a result of abusive parents or home life.
They have poor self-image because of constant criticism and rejection by what is considered
the norm.

God’s Desire for His Children
Psalm 106:34-39
34 They did not destroy the peoples as the LORD had commanded them, 35 but they mingled
with the nations and adopted their customs.
36 They worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them.
37 They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons.
38 They shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters,
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whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, and the land was desecrated by their blood. 39 They
defiled themselves by what they did; by their deeds they prostituted themselves. 10
Acts 19:19
19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly.
When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 11
Ephesians 4:27
27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 12
Philippians 4:7-8
7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. 13

God’s Word on Occult Practices
Exodus 22:18
18 “Do not allow a sorceress to live. 14

Leviticus 19:26
26 ”‘Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it.
”‘Do not practice divination or sorcery. 15

Leviticus 19:31
31”‘Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the LORD
your God. 16

10. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
11. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
12. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
13. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
14. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
15. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
16. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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Deuteronomy 18:10-13

10 Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices
divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a
medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to
the LORD, and because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those
nations before you. 13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. 17

2 Kings 17:16-17
16 They forsook all the commands of the LORD their God and made for themselves two idols cast
in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they
worshiped Baal. 17 They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. They practiced divination
and sorcery and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 18

2 Kings 21:6
6 He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums
and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 19

2 Kings 23:24-25
24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods, the idols and all
the other detestable things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the requirements of
the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple of the LORD. 25
Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the LORD as he did—with
all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses.
20

17. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
18. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
19. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
20. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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Addendum

The Dangers of Role-Playing Games
Pikachu on a
party baloon

How POKEMON and Magic Cards Affect the Minds
and Values of Children
by Berit Kjos <www.crossroad.to>
For text only (no pictures). For pictures of the Pokemon world, click here:
http://www.pokemon.com/
You may also want to read the comments from Pokemon fans and our response to their questions.

"Who are the strange little creatures from Japan that have suddenly become global super-stars?
Most kids know the answer well: They are called Pokemon (short for POCKEt MONster and
pronounced Poh-keh-mon), and they have stirred up some mixed reactions.
Ash and Pikachu on "loot bag"
and napkin. "Gotta catch them all"
"We just sent a letter home today saying Pokemon cards are no longer allowed on campus," said
Paula Williams, a second-grade teacher in Danville, California. "The kids know they're supposed to
be put away when they come in from recess, but they're often in the middle of a trade, so they don't
come in on time. In the more extreme cases, the older kids are getting little kids to trade away
valuable cards . . . . It drives a teacher crazy."1
It concerns parents even more. "Recently, my children were given a set of Pokemon cards," said
DiAnna Brannan, a Seattle mom. "They are very popular with the children at our church and
elsewhere. I was instantly suspicious but couldn't discern the problem. We have since been told that
they are stepping stones to the 'Magic cards' that have been popular for the last few years, which we
do not allow."
She is right. For instance, any child exploring the most popular Pokémon websites 2 will be linked to
a selection of occult games. A click on the ad for "Magic the Gathering" brings Pokemon fans to a
site offering promotions such as this:
"A global games phenomenon, Magic: The Gathering is to the 1990s what Dungeons and
Dragons were to the 1980s, but with the added dimension of collectibility. Here is the official
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reference to the biggest new teen/young adult fantasy game of the decade, complete with
full-color reproductions of every existing Magic card."
THE POKEMON MESSAGE. The above websites gives us glimpse of the mysterious little
creatures called Pokemon. Ponder the suggestions in this greeting:
"Welcome to the world of Pokemon, a special place where people just like you train to
become the number-one Pokemon Master in the World!"
"But what is a Pokemon, you ask.’Pokemon are incredible creatures that share the world with
humans,' says Professor Oak, the leading authority on these monster. 'There are currently 150
documented species of Pokemon. . . . Each Pokemon has its own special fighting abilities. . .
. Some grow, or evolve, into even more powerful creatures.. . . Carry your pokemon with
you, and you're ready for anything! You've got the power in your hands, so use it!'" 3
What if children try to follow this advice? What if they carry their favorite monsters like magical
charms or fetishes in their pockets, trusting them to bring power in times of need?
Many do. It makes sense to those who watch the television show. In a recent episode, Ash, the boy
hero, had just captured his fifth little Pokemon. But that wasn't good enough, said his mentor. He
must catch lots more if he wants to be a Pokemon master. And the more he catches and trains, the
more power he will have for future battles.
So Ash sets out again in search for more of the reclusive, power-filled, little Pokemon. His first step
is to find the "psychic Pokemon" called Kadabra and snatch it from its telepathic, pink-eyed trainer,
Sabrina. With the ghost Haunter on his side, it should be a cinch!
But Ash had underestimated the power of his opponent. When he and Sabrina meet for the battle,
both hurl their chosen Pokemon into the air, but only Kadabra evolves into a super-monster with a
magic flash. Haunter hides. "Looks like your ghost Pokemon got spooked," taunts Sabrina.4
Obviously, Ash didn't understand the supernatural powers he had confronted. Neither do most young
Pokeman fans today. Unless they know God and His warnings, they cannot understand the forces
that have captivated children around the world. And if parents underestimate the psychological
strategies behind its seductive mass marketing ploys, they are likely to dismiss the Pokemon craze as
harmless fun and innocent fantasy. In reality, the problem is far more complex.
MARKETING A NEW LIFESTYLE
The Pokemon mania supports a financial conglomerate that knows how to feed the frenzy. The
television series is free, but it drives the multi-billion dollar business. It also inspires the obsessive
new games that disrupt schools and families by giving the children -

a seductive vision: to become Pokemon masters



a tempting promise: supernatural power



a new objective: keep collecting Pokemon
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an urgent command: "gotta catch them all"

These enticements are drilled into young minds through clever ads, snappy slogans, and the
"Pokeman rap" at the end of each TV episode:
"I will travel across the land
Searching far and wide
Each Pokeman to understand
The power that's inside.
Gotta catch them all!"
The last line, the Pokemon mantra, fuels the craving for more occult cards, games, toys, gadgets, and
comic books. There's no end to the supply, for where the Pokemon world ends, there beckons an
ever-growing empire of new, more thrilling, occult, and violent products. Each can transport the
child into a fantasy world that eventually seems far more normal and exciting than the real world.
Here, evil looks good and good is dismissed as boring. Family, relationships, and responsibilities
diminish in the wake of the social and media pressures to master the powers unleashed by the
massive global entertainment industry.
No wonder children caught up in the Pokemon craze beg for more games and gadgets. The Japanese
makers count on it. Since the means often justify the economic ends in the entertainment industry,
the Pokemon website is full of tips, explanations, and ads that encourage the urge to splurge - and to
express the darker side of human nature. Ponder their influence:
"You can catch a Mew by cheating with a Gameshark."
Ahhh. The Gameshark. . . Cheating is not honorable. But many of you have requested and
sent me this information, so I have put it up for all you cheaters."
"The Moon Stone evolves certain Pokemon, such as Clefairy."
"Select your desired attack. Hold down the button until your opponent's life stops draining."
"Once you have captured Zapados, you can use it to quickly lower the health level of
Articuno. . . ."
While children delight in these mysterious realms, concerned parents worry and wonder. What kinds
of beliefs and values does the Pokemon world and its links teach? Why the emphasis on evolution,
supernatural power, and poisoning your opponent?
CHANGING BELIEFS and VALUES
Barbara Whitehorse started seeking answers after her son asked a typical question: "Mom, can I get
Pokemon cards? A lot of my friends from church have them." Much as she wanted Matthew to have
fun with his friends, she gave a loving refusal. Matthew's tutor had already warned her that the
Pokemon craze could stir interest in other kinds of occult role-playing games such as Dungeons and
Dragons. At the time, she wondered if the tutor had just over-reacted to some harmless
entertainment. After all, the cute little Pokemon creatures looked nothing like the dark demonic
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creatures of D&D. But when she learned that a local Christian school had banned them because of
their link to the occult, she changed her mind.
Later, during a recent party for Matthew, Barbara heard two of the boys discussing their little pocket
monsters. One said, "I'll just use my psychic powers." Already, the world of fantasy had colored his
real world. So when some of the kids wanted to watch the afternoon Pokemon cartoon on television,
Barb again had to say "no." It's not easy to be parents these days.
Cecile DiNozzi would agree. Back in 1995, her son's elementary school had found a new, exciting
way to teach math. The Pound Ridge Elementary school was using Magic: the Gathering, the roleplaying game called which, like Dungeons and Dragons, has built a cult following among people of
all ages across the country.
Mrs. DiNozzi refused to let her son participate in the "Magic club." But a classmate gave him one of
the magic cards, which he showed his mother. It was called "Soul exchange" and pictured spirits
rising from graves. Like all the other cards in this ghastly game, it offered a morbid instruction:
"Sacrifice a white creature."
"What does 'summon' mean?" he asked his mother after school one day.
"Summon? Why do you ask?"
He told her that during recess on the playground the children would "summon" the forces on the
cards they collect by raising sticks into the air and saying, "'Spirits enter me.' They call it 'being
possessed.'" 5
Strange as it may sound to American ears, demonic possession is no longer confined to distant lands.
Today, government schools from coast to coast are teaching students the skills once reserved for the
tribal witchdoctor or shaman in distant lands. Children everywhere are learning the pagan formulas
for invoking "angelic"6 or demonic spirits through multicultural education, popular books, movies,
and television. It's not surprising that deadly explosions of untamed violence suddenly erupt from
"normal" teens across our land.
Occult role-playing games teach the same dangerous lessons. They also add a sense of personal
power and authority through personal identification with godlike superheroes. Though the demonic
realm hasn't changed, today's technology, media, and multicultural climate makes it easier to access,
and harder than ever to resist its appeal.
ROLE-PLAY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ADDICTION
The televised Pokemon show brings suggestions and images that set the stage for the next steps of
entanglement. It beckons the young spectator to enter the manipulative realm of role-play, where
fantasy simulates reality, and the buyer becomes a slave to their programmer.
Remember, in the realm of popular role-playing games - whether it's Pokemon, Magic the Gathering,
or other selections -- the child becomes the master. As in contemporary witchcraft, he or she wields
the power. Their arm, mind, or power-symbol (the pokemon or other action figure) become the
channel for the spiritual forces. Children from Christian homes may have learned to say, "Thy will
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be done," but in the role-playing world, this prayer is twisted into "My will be done!" God, parents,
and pastors no longer fit into the picture fantasized by the child.
Psychologists have warned that role-playing can cause the participant to actually experience,
emotionally, the role being played. Again, "the child becomes the master." Or so it seems to the
player.
Actually, the programmer who writes the rules is the master. And when the game includes occultism
and violence, the child-hero is trained to use "his" or "her" spiritual power to kill, poison, evolve,
and destroy -- over and over. Not only does this repetitive practice blur the line between reality and
fantasy, it also sears the conscience and causes the player to devalue life. The child learns to accept
unthinkable behavior as "normal" .
To be a winner within this system, the committed player must know and follow the rules of the
game. Obedience becomes a reflex, strengthened by instant rewards or positive reinforcement. The
rules and rewards force the child to develop new habits and patterned responses to certain stimuli.
Day after day, this powerful psychological process manipulates the child's thoughts, feelings, and
actions, until his or her personality changes and, as many parents confirm, interest in ordinary family
life begins to wither away.
You may have recognized those preceding terms as those often used by behavioral psychologists.
They point to a sophisticated system of operant conditioning or behavior modification. The child
must exercise his own intelligent mind to learn the complex rules. But after learning the rules, the
programmed stimuli produce conditioned responses in the player. These responses become
increasingly automatic, a reflex action. Naturally, this can leads to psychological addiction, a craving
for ever greater (and more expensive) thrills and darker forces.
WHAT CAN PARENTS DO?
It's hard to teach restraint to children who are begging for gratification. Wanting to please rather than
overreact, we flinch at the thought of being called censors once again. Parental authority simply
doesn't fit the fast-spreading new views of social equality taught through the media and schools. Yet,
we must obey God. He has told us to train our children to choose His way (Proverbs 22:6), and we
can't turn back now.
If you share my concerns, you may want to follow these suggestions. They will help you equip your
child with the awareness needed to resist occult entertainment:
1. First, look at God's view of contemporary toys, games and cartoons. As a family, read
Scriptures such as Ephesians 5:8-16, 6:10-18 (the armor of God); Philippians 4:8-9; and
Colossians 2:9. Compare them with the values encouraged by Pokemon and other roleplaying games.
2. Share your observations. Spark awareness in a young child with comments such as, "That
monster looks mean!" or "That creature reminds me of a dragon," along with "Did you know
that in the Bible, serpents and dragons always represent Satan and evil?"
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3. To teach young children a Biblical attitude toward evil before they learn to delight in
gross, ugly characters, make comments such as, "Who would want to play with that evil
monster? I don't even like to look at him. Let's find something that makes us feel happy
inside."
4. Model wise decision-making. Tell your child why you wouldn't want to buy certain things
for yourself.
When your child wants a questionable game or toy, ask questions that are prayerfully adapted to
your child's age, such as:
1. What does this game teach you (about power, about magic, about God, about yourself)?
Discuss both obvious and subtle messages.
2. Does it have anything to do with supernatural power? If so, what is the source of that
power? Does it oppose or agree with God's Word?
3. What does it teach about violence or immorality and their consequences?
4. Does the game or toy have symbols or characteristics that link it to New Age or occult
powers?
5. Does it build godly character?
In a nation consumed with self-indulgence, self-fulfillment, and self-empowerment, godly selfdenial seems strangely out of place. But God commanded it, and Jesus demonstrated it. Dare we
refuse to acknowledge it? According to the age of your child, discuss Jesus' words in Matthew
16:24-26, then allow the Holy Spirit to direct your application.
Far more than earthly parents, God wants His children to be content and full of joy. But He knows
better than to give us all the things we want. Instead, He gave us His word as a standard for what
brings genuine peace and happiness. The apostle Paul summarized it well:
"Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is
any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy - let your mind dwell on these things."
(Philippians 4:7-8)
After hearing God's warning and praying for His wisdom, nine-year-old Alan Brannan decided to
throw away all his Pokemon cards. "My friend did the same," said his mother. "Her twelve year old
son had been having nightmares. But after a discussion with his parents about the game and its
symbols, he was convicted to burn his cards and return his Gameboy game. That night slept well for
the first time in a month."
"It seemed to us that these cards had some sort of power," continued DiAnna Brannan. "Another
nine-year-boy had stolen money from his mother's purse ($7.00) to buy more cards. When
questioned, he confessed and said he had heard the devil urging him to do it. The family quickly
gathered in prayer, then saw God's answer. Both the boy and his little sister burned their cards,
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warned their friends, and discovered the joy and freedom that only comes from following their
Shepherd.
___________________________________________________________
Please take time to read the comments from Pokemon fans and my response to their questions.
___________________________________________________________
Endnotes
1. Laura Evenson, "Seeing Red and Blue at Schools," San Francisco Chronicle, April 20, 1999.
2. http://www.pokemon.com and http://www.wizards.com/pokemon/Rules/Welcome.asp (On
August 28 we discovered that the ads for Magic: the Gathering have apparently been deleted from
the latter website. We printed the pages with the ads in May 1999)
3.http://www.wizards.com/pokemon/Rules/Welcome.asp
4. "Haunter versus Kadabra," aired on May 20, 1999.
5. Transcribed from a recorded interview with Cecile DiNozzi in Pound Ridge, New York.
6. For practical understanding of these occult dangers read Chapters 4 and 8 in A Twist of Faith.
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Symbols of the new age and the occult:

New Age / Occult Symbols
Symbols are everywhere; they are in the church and in our cultural. They are used to teach, to remind
and even inspirer. But like all things Satan counterfeits the good things of God, perverting them.
Consider II Thess. 2:9-11, “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10 and in every sort of evil that
deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be
saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 21
Satan’s goal is to confuse, to lead astray, consider Revelation 12: 9. Watch the ads on TV for just one
night, especially on MTV, or Kid’s Saturday cartoon shows, or read three or four popular magazines
and watch for the symbols, they are every where. Satanic symbols and occult new age symbols
include pentagrams, triangles, rainbows, perverted crosses, pyramids, and more. Remember, even

21. The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.
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though many symbols like the rainbow are good and even Godly, everything that is from the Lord, will
be perverted. All depends on the context.
Christians must be discerning, must be willing to be informed and willing to inform themselves. That is
a challenging process and time consuming but well worth the effort. The following is extensive list of
symbols and signs; it however is not exhaustive.

Forms of the Number 666, mark of the beast or the Anti
Christ/Son of Satan is found in the Book of Revelation 13:16-18. Note that the letter F is the 6th letter of

the alphabet.

nature (DNA, galaxy, etc.)

The Spiral is the ancient goddess symbol of universal pattern of growth in

Horned Star (variations with the Satanic S.)

The Sun

Symbol is found in Free Masonry and has Baalistic origins. It is a phallic symbol.
The
Swastica or Broken Cross originally represented the four winds, four seasons and four points of the
compass. At that time, its arms were 90-degree angles turned the opposite way as depicted here. It
turned clockwise direction, showing harmony with nature. (It was an American Indian symbol) The
Swastika shown here represents the elements or forces turned against nature and out of harmony.

Nazis, SWP groups and occult groups use it in this manner.
Thaumaturgic Triangle is
used for magick as stated in the magick circle. Very similar to purpose of the magic circle.

Trailmarkers appear innumerous forms. They frequently describe where the occult
action is taking place plus how to get there, what are happening and the terrain of the land.
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The Triangle has at least two meanings. Herder describes it as representing fire or male
virility when the apex is po9inting upward. When the apex is pointing downward it represent water or
the female sex. The second major meaning is the place where a demon would appear when conjured.
It is used to confine the demon. Various Satanic/Occult/New Age symbols use the Triangle.

The Udjat is also described as the “All Seeing Eye.”
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There are many versions of the all seeing or third eye.
The
Altar may be any flat object where the implements of the ritual are placed and is itself usually placed
within a 9-foot circle. Multiples of 3, 9, and 27 are important numbers in witchcraft and Satanism. The
pentagram in the center is etched into the slab. Human or animal blood is poured into the etching.
Other symbols may be carved into the altar depending upon the individual traditions.
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The Amulet or Talisman is an object with writing or drawings inscribed in it of a god’s name

or image of a supernatural power.
The Anarchy Symbol usually represents the abolition
of all law. Punkers imitated the use, which is now also used by heavy metal music people. Wedge
states that the symbol can represent animal or human sacrifice and may be found on rocks, trees or on

the animal or victim. Symbol may have the apex po0inting up or down in the circle.
The Ankh
has Egyptian ties symbolizing life. The lower portion indicates the male, the upper portion the female.

Previously the symbol maintained magical importance.

Antakarana Bridge symbolizes the

bridge between man and Satan.
The Baphomet, according to Wedge, was at one
time worshipped by the Knights Templar and later by that taking part in the black mass. Today it is
seen as a deity, a goat headed god with angelic wings, the breasts of a female and an illuminated torch
between his horns.
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The Black Mass Indicators announces that a black mass has or will be performed in

this area.

The Blood Ritual Symbol represents animal and human sacrifice.

The Church of Satan symbolizes the Church of Satan in San Francisco. It can be found in
the Satanic Bible above the “nine Satanic Statements.” Adolescents are using this in graffiti, self-made

tattoos and personal notebooks.
The Circle has many different meanings. One relates to
eternity. More often the Circle is used for protection from evil without and to contain power within.

Circle within a circle – used for protection from unruly forces.
Magick Circle –
“the Medieval Grimoires” showed how to draw a magic circle, a necessary step in evoking demons,

summoning up the dead, and other magical practices.

in black magick ceremonies.

The Magicians Circle used primarily

The Crescent Moon/Star symbol represents the moon

goddess “Diana” and the morning star of “Lucifer.”
The Cross-of Confusion includes the cross
and an upside down question mark, questioning the deity, validity of existence of Christ, Christianity.
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The Inverted Cross of Satanic Justice, according to Simandl, is often found carved into
a victim’s chest. When used in such cases, the victim is usually a traitor. It’s also used as a backdrop

near a “Baphomet” for curse and compassion.
The Cross-of Nero or Peace Symbol
represents the upside down cross with the arms broken downward in direction, signifying the defeat of

Christianity by Satanists/Occultists. In the 60’s this was the peace symbol.
Tau Cross was
inscribed on the forehead of every person admitted into the mysteries of Mythras. This symbol is

preserved in modern Masonry under the symbol of the T square.
The upside down cross is
often used as a mockery of the cross of Christ. It is sometimes shown with the arms broken. This

means blasphemy of Christ. It is found at ritual sites where sacrifices have happened.
The
Crystal Ball is extremely significant to New Agers, Wiccan’s and Occultists. They are contact points for

conjuration, necromancy and other black practices.
Crystal Power –
Wearing some kinds of crystals are proported to enhance the quality of life, improve health and reduce

stress.

The Double-Bladed Ax or Anti Justice Symbol is used in the death ritual as a send
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off or related to anti justice when inverted.

The unholy Ankh is an ancient
Egyptian religious symbol, which means eternal life or immortality. It has over the centuries been used
as a good-luck charm by occultists and superstitious folk alike. Today the ankh is very popular among
new agers and teen-agers.

F**K The World is an old biker’s term used by occultists.

The Goats Head within a pentagram is the symbol for the Church of Satan. “I have seen
the goats head tattooed on the upper chest of a young Satanist, the horns arranged across the collar
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bones, its chin down between his breasts.

The Grim Reaper is one of several

international symbols of death, especially to teenagers.
The Hexagram or Seal of
Solomon is the most powerful symbol used in the occult. This symbol should not be confused with the
Star of David. Baskin describes it as “a six pointed figure used to control demons.”

Aleister Crowly designed the Unicursive Hexagram. It’s the symbol of his order of “

The Silver Star” (Astrum Argentum, or AA).
The Holy Earth Symbol is the worldwide
symbol for Mother Earth. Mother earth is a term used both by Wiccan, Feminists, One world order

groups, and radical environmentalists.
Hopi Medicine Wheel includes the four directions,
North, SouthEast and west. Also a Norse Sun symbol and that of the Holy Earth Symbol.

Labrys is a double ax from Knossos, Crete. Used by contemporary feminists as a

symbol of ancient matriarchy and female supremacy over men.
The Labyrinth is a
maze design of Bronze Age Crete, found throughout the world, and symbolizing the Path of
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Initiation.

Lightening Bolts are sometimes referred to as the “Satanic S.” Hitler’s Nazi

troops used the lightening bolts.

Witches to salute the moon use moon Sign. When

waggled back and forth, it used by surfers for “Hank Ten!”

Ozzy Osbourne’s who is the

madman of Heavy Metal music who was the former lead singer in “Black Sabbath”.
The
heavy metal music group AC/DC supposedly stands for Anti-Christ/Devils Children with the lighting bolt

symbol.

Palmistry is the Egyptian symbol for the divinatory art of reading palms.

The Pentagram or Pentacle may have or may not have the circle. It is used in both black
and white magick. Generally, the top point represents the spirit and the other points represent wind,

fire, earth and water. These four elements also appear in “New Age” teaching.
The upside
down pentagram is often called the Baphomet. It is strictly satanic in nature and represents the goat’s

head.
satanic ritual.

The Power Sign may hang in a room or be worn by a member in a
Supreme White Power is a white supremacy term and is closely related to
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Nazism, white supremacists and separatists.
The Pyramid and the Evil Eye
symbolizes the Eye of Lucifer watching over the finances of the world. It is one of the most powerful of
spiritism or divination symbols. It is also referred to as the all-seeing eye of the Illuminati. This symbol is
on the back of the American Dollar bill, but was not placed there by occultists. It has a pure meaning
but has been raped of this purity by generations of occultism.

Satan/Natas backward.

The Horned Hand, Devil’s Triad or Satanic Salute is the sign of recognition between those
in the occult. It may or may not be innocently used by those who identify with heavy metal

music. True occultists always use the left hand.
The Horned God represents the Horned
God of witchcraft, Pan of Cernunnos. Disney’s Peter Pan is patterned after this god. Most of Disney’s

films, cartoons are filled with witchcraft, new age occultism, etc.
The Scarab Beetle is a
design based on the dung beetle, which is the ancient Egyptian reincarnation symbol. The symbol is
tied to Beelzebub, lord of the flies. New Agers who embrace eastern mysticism adopt this symbol.
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