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Opening Hymn Built on the Rock
Please Stand

Opening Versicles
Lent
P This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
P Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
C He was bruised for our iniquities.
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Please Be Seated
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Readings From Holy Scripture
The Psalm of Redemption
My Help and My Deliverer
Psalm 40 TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID.
1
I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 2 He drew me up
from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making
my steps secure. 3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many
will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 4 Blessed is the man who makes the
LORD his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 5 You
have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;
none can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can
be told. 6 In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an
open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 7 Then I said, “Behold, I
have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 8 I delight to do your will, O my
God; your law is within my heart.” 9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great
congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 10 I have not
hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your
salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great
congregation. 11 As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; your
steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 12 For evils have encompassed
me beyond number; my iniquities have overtaken me, and I cannot see; they are more
than the hairs of my head; my heart fails me. 13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me!
O LORD, make haste to help me! 14 Let those be put to shame and disappointed altogether who seek to snatch away my life; let those be turned back and brought to dishonor who delight in my hurt! 15 Let those be appalled because of their shame who say
to me, “Aha, Aha!” 16 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those
who love your salvation say continually, “Great is the LORD!” 17 As for me, I am poor and
needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!
The Epistle—Romans 3:21-31
21

The Righteousness of God Through Faith

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what
kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he
not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify
the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow
the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
The Gospel
Matthew 20:25-28
25
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Matthew 26:26-29
26

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave
it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
29
I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
Lenten Responsory
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We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Catechism
Christ’s Work of Redemption, or Atonement
P 133. Why did Christ humble Himself?
C Christ voluntarily humbled Himself in order to “redeem me, a lost and condemned person.”
P 461 Isaiah 53:4–5 Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we
considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.
P 134. From what has Christ redeemed you?
C He has redeemed me “from all sins, from death, and from the power of the
devil.”
P 463 John 1:29 Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
P 135. How has Christ redeemed you from all sins?
C A. He took my guilt and punishment upon Himself.
P 465 Romans 5:19 Through the obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous.
P 466 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
Him we might become the righteousness of God.
P 138. With what has Christ redeemed you?
C Christ has redeemed me, “not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious
blood and with His innocent suffering and death.”
P 476 Isaiah 53:5 By His wounds we are healed.
P 477 1 Peter 1:18–19 You know that it was not with perishable things such as silver
or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you
from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish
or defect.

P 139. How does this work of redemption benefit you?
C Christ was my substitute. He took my place under God’s judgment against sin.
By paying the penalty of my guilt, Christ atoned, or made satisfaction, for my
sins (vicarious atonement).
P 479 Isaiah 53:4–5 Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we
considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.
P 480 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
Him we might become the righteousness of God.
P 481 Hebrews 2:17 For this reason He had to be made like His brothers in every
way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to
God, and that He might make atonement for the sins of the people.
Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T
everlasting. Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please Be Seated
Sermon Text: Genesis 1:2 and Genesis 2:7
Sermon Theme: Re-Creation/Redemption
Hymn Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid
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Offering and Tithes of God’s People are received.
Please Stand
Prayer
P In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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For . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Concluding Prayer
Evening Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.

Blessing
Benedicamus
P
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P
C

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
Amen.

Hymn Lamb of God
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