To register, please call the church office at 402-455-8700. You can
also find registration forms inside the Sunday bulletin. Fill out the
registration and drop it in the offering plate.
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Our 15-week Spring Adult
Information Class will
begin on Sunday, February
19, at 3:30 p.m. This twohour class is for those who
are new in their faith, for
those who are somewhere
in the middle, and for those
who have been life-long
Christians. No matter where you are in your faith journey, God
yearns to get closer to you.
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What do you know about the
Bad Girls of the Bible? From
Eve, to Lot’s wife, to Mary
Magdalene; we will look at
their stories in a new way
and learn how a perfect God
deals with imperfect people.
The book “Bad Girls of the
Bible: And What We Can
Learn from Them” by Liz
Curtis Higgs will be provided or you can purchase your
own copy to keep. The study
will be held six Tuesday
evenings from 6:15 to 7:30
p.m. in February, March and
April. Our first meeting will
be Tuesday, February 7, in the library. If you have questions ,
please call Dixie Gerhart at 402-602-3252 (day) or 402-453-6707
(evening).
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I was married to Mr. Law. He was a good
man, in his way, but he didn’t understand my
weaknesses. He came home every evening
and asked, “So, how was your day? Did you
do what I told you to? Did you make the kids
behave? Did you waste any time? Did you
complete everything I put on your To Do
list?” Mr. Law always had multiple demands
and expectations. And as hard as I tried, I
couldn’t be perfect. I could never satisfy him.
I forgot things that were important to him. I
failed in other ways. Consequently, it was a
miserable marriage because Mr. Law pointed
out my failings. Worst of all, he was always
right! But his remedy was always the same:
Do better tomorrow. Try harder. I didn’t, because I couldn’t.
Then Mr. Law died. And I remarried, this time
to Mr. Grace. My new husband, Jesus, comes
home every evening and the house is a mess,
the children are being naughty, dinner is burning on the stove and I’ve failed miserably during the day. Still, he sweeps me into his arms
and says, “I love you. I chose you. I died for
you. I will never leave you or forsake you.”
And my heart melts. I can’t fully understand
such love. I expect him to despise, reject and
humiliate me; but he treats me so well. I am so
glad to belong to Him now and forever. And
His love motivates me to try to “please Him in
every way” (Colossians 1:10). Being married
to Mr. Law never changed me. Being married
to Mr. Grace is changing me deep within, and
it shows.
These words, mostly from Ray Ortlund, capture the heart of being a Lutheran Christian.
Ephesians 2:8-10 is our theme song: “By
grace you have been saved through faith,
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and this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God—not the result of works, so that no
one may boast. For we are what he has
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared behind to be
our way of life.”
If we believe those words, how we live is different from many of the people around us. We
don’t have to, we get to. Because of what Jesus has done for us unworthy sinners, we respond with a sense of freedom and gratitude.
How can we convey to others that we are
married to Mr. Grace and not Mr. Law? That
is our daily challenge. How will others want
to join us in following Jesus if we don’t reflect the freedom and gratitude that God’s
people have?
Jesus wants to transform us into “fishers of
men.” We become such fishermen by the way
we live and not by having all the answers.
Others are desperately in need of being married to Mr. Grace too. Let us point the way.
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr.
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Reformation 500

Reformation 500

As part of the Reformation 500 celebration a hymn festival
will be hosted at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 12, at Pacific
Hills Lutheran Church to celebrate our Lutheran heritage.
Come sing along with an all-city choir including six of Mount
Olive choir members as well as featured organist, Dr Jeffrey
Blersch, Professor of Music, Concordia University Nebraska
and the Concordia University Brass Ensemble. It will be an
afternoon highlighting some of the great hymns written by
Martin Luther. Help us continue the Reformation Celebration!
All are welcome! Stay afterwards for a coffee and dessert reception. There will be a free will offering for the event.
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The Reformation was not about anything new, but about returning to the unchanged and unchanging truth. So it is still
today. The celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation is not a time for novelty. It is a time to return: to the
truth, to the basics, to the foundation.
Do you remember the Small Catechism? Many of us were
made to memorize the catechism (or at least part of it) during
our Confirmation classes. Some of us might have even suffered through a public examination over its contents.
How much do you remember? Say it with me: “I believe that
I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him . . . ” Can you finish? Do
you remember where that is found? (It’s in Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed.)
It’s time to return. Luther wrote the Small Catechism for the
instruction of laypeople. Luther intended the Small Catechism to be used at church and in the home to instruct children in the faith and to reinforce the faith in the hearts and
mind of adults.

There is no better time than in
this year of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation to review the catechism.
Read it for yourself. Refresh
the theology in your mind.
Pray the catechism daily.
Memorize it.
But even more, teach it. If you
are a parent, teach it to your
children. As you have opportunity, share it with your
friends and peers.
The catechism teaches the fundamentals of the Christian
faith: the Ten Commandments,
the Lord’s Prayer, the
Apostles’ Creed, the Sacra(Continued on page 5)
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Please join us on Tuesday, February 14th, for
Mount Olive's Book Club. It will be held at
7:00 p.m. at the home of Bonnie White. Lois
Barr will bring the dessert. We will be discussing All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. This is an Omaha Reads Selection by the Omaha Public Library.
A beautiful, stunningly ambitious novel about
a blind French girl and a German boy whose
paths collide in occupied France as both try to
survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure has been blind since the age of six.
Her father builds a perfect miniature of their
Paris neighborhood so she can memorize it by
touch and navigate her way home. But when
the Nazis invade, father and daughter flee
with a dangerous secret. Werner is a German
orphan, destined to labor in the same mine
that claimed his father's life, until he discov-

We have an excellent movie
lined up for Friday Nite Flix
in February. Please join
your fellow Mount Olive
movie buffs on Friday night,
February 10, at 7:30 p.m.
We will be showing the
Academy award winning
classic directed by Alfred
Hitchcock, “Rebecca.” This
1940 film stars Laurence
Olivier, Joan Fontaine,
George Sanders and Judith
Anderson. A vacationing
young lady meets, falls in
love with, and marries handsome and wealthy widower,
Maxim de Winter. He takes
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ers a knack for engineering.
His talent wins him a place
at a brutal military academy, but his way out of obscurity is built on suffering.
At the same time, far away
in a walled city by the sea,
an old man discovers new
worlds without ever setting
foot outside his home. But
all around him, impending danger closes in.
(courtesy of the Omaha Public Library)
Looking ahead to March, the book selection
will be the thought-provoking The Sunflower:
On the Possibilities and Limits of Forgiveness by Simon Wiesenthal. Please feel
free to join us on March 7th, at 7:00 p.m. at
Jill Clausen's house.

his new bride
home to his estate, Manderley.
But the new
Mrs. de Winter
finds her married life dominated by the sinister, almost
spectral influence of Maxim's late wife, Rebecca, who
still rules from beyond the
grave. Believe me, you do
not want to miss this film!
Popcorn and movie candy
provided. Circle the date!
—Dixie Gerhart,
402-602-3252

Please join us for a cake
and punch reception for
Kelsea (Townsend) and
Chad Shulewitz as we
share their joy now that
they’re man and wife! February 12, Noon—2:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
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(Continued from page 3)

ment of Baptism, the Sacrament of the Altar and the Office of
the Keys and Confession. This small book is well worth your
time and study.
May this celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation be a time when we return to the Word ad Sacraments,
when we turn to Christ and His love. It’s still all about Jesus.

During this year of reformation, we are going
to take a closer look at the Ten Commandments. We will highlight one commandment
each month in the Messenger. Each encourages
serious, thoughtful, and truthful selfexamination so that you may heartily and sincerely confess, “God be merciful to me as a
sinner.”

The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God
above all things.
My God is that which I love, trust, and fear most in my life. I
expect my comfort, good, and delight from God.






Have I loved, trusted, or feared other things or people
more than I love, trust, and fear God?
Have I committed idolatry by seeking comfort, good, and
delight from my own efforts rather than God?
Do I look to God my heavenly Father for all love, good,
and joy?
Is everything measured by what pleases me?
(Continued on page 10)

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Ruth Benish, Carol
Childers, Becky Day,
Mary Hogue, Rod and
Karen Lorang, Tamra Moffett, Dawn
Payne, Diane Schrader, Emily Standley,
Don Weihe, Margaret
Wille, Bud Witt, and
Janet Zulfer.

M O U N T

...those in our community without Christ and
His church.
...prospective participants for our Spring
Adult Information
Class which begins
Sunday, February 19.
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...Ben and Jen Wismont,
who were blessed with
a newborn baby girl,
Celeste Josephine.
...Molly Gunter and
Roger Perrigo, who
recently completed the
Adult Information
Class and have joined
our congregation.
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Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain

Mt. Olive Prayer
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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townsend.kristi@gmail.com
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Germany Trip
Thank You

Thank you to Lorraine Irwin, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with the
January Messenger.
Thank you to Lorraine Irwin for taking the finished
newsletter to the downtown
post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti
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Sunday Morning
Bible Class

On February 5, 12, and 19
Pastor Jank’s Sunday
morning Bible Class will
discuss A Man Named
Martin Luther Part 2: The
Moment. Beginning with
Sunday, February 26, a sixweek class on At the
Crossroads, our 2017 midweek Lenten theme, will
begin. Come and learn
more of God’s Word with
your brothers and sisters in
Christ.

Rev. Bryan Drebes, the
pastor of Pacific Hills Lutheran Church in Omaha,
will be leading a tour to
Germany over the celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
The tour will depart on October 24, 2017, and return
on November 4, 2017. You
may request a brochure
from Pastor Drebes and
should direct all questions
to him as well. He can be
contacted via e-mail at bryandrebes@pacifichillsluthe
ran.org or on the telephone
at 402-391-9625.
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Camp Luther

Valpo Sunday

Calling all Men! Camp
Luther’s Annual Woodcutter’s Retreat is coming up
soon! On February 24-25,
help is needed to remove
dead trees, clear overgrown
areas, clear hiking trails
and paths, trim trees, and
create burn piles. Activities
will also include men's Bible Study and fellowship.
Breakfast and lunch will be
provided on Saturday. For
more info, visit
www.campluther.org/
woodcutters-retreat.

On Sunday, February 5, we
will be praying for Valparaiso University, an independent Lutheran school
in northeastern Indiana
with five different colleges
besides a graduate division.
Valparaiso belongs to a
small and distinctive group
of schools that consistently
earns national recognition
for the quality of its academic programs. We have
four Mt. Olive members
who have benefitted from a
Valpo education.

Join us for a fun
competition to see
who can pick the
team to win it all!
Follow along with
college basketball
playoffs next month
as we host an online tournament in which you pick the teams
that you think could go all the way! All you will need is an
email address and access to a computer. Once the 64 teams
are selected on March 12, you will enter your bracket choices
on our private page and then sit back and enjoy the games.
There is no charge to participate and the person with the highest score after the final game on April 3rd will win a gift certificate to his favorite restaurant! Watch for more details in
the March Messenger.
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OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD
Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2017 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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Behind the Scenes: Altar Guild

Hidden Members
St. Paul likens the church to
a body in 1 Corinthians 12.
He says we are all members
of one body.
The body has many diﬀerent parts–hands, feet, ears,
eyes, and so forth. Ears are
for hearing, not seeing. Eyes
are for seeing, not walking.
Each member of the body
has a diﬀerent capability, so
each member has a diﬀerent job.
St. Paul very tac&ully describes some body members
that do the body’s very necessary “dirty work”. He says
that in covering or hiding
these members, we actually
give them greater respect
and honor.
This is the third in a series
of ar*cles about “hidden”
members at Mt. Olive. Most
of the *me, you won’t see
them in front of the congrega*on. They don’t serve to
be thanked or publicly recognized. They serve because
they love Jesus, and they
love their neighbors here at
Mt. Olive.
Thank God for them and the
work they do!
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The ministry of the Altar Guild (the “Guild”) is deeply rooted
in Scripture and Church history. These members serve the
pastor and the congregation by preparing the sanctuary for
worship, communion, baptisms, funerals and special services
such as Lent, Advent and Christmas.
The Guild prepares the sanctuary for worship, in much the
same way we prepare our homes for family and guests on
special days. Typical duties include:











set the table with communion bread and wine;
prepare the sacred vessels, linens, and vestments
(garments worn by worship leaders);
arrange flowers and greenery to adorn the altar;
organize the sacristy (room where vestments and altar furnishings are stored) and other spaces for access
to items that may be used in worship;
decorate the altar with paraments (decorative hangings or ornaments) according to the church year;
polish the sacred vessels and other metal altar furnishings, wash and disinfect communion ware, wash
& iron linens and vestments worn by the pastor, lay
ministers, and acolytes;
develop personal relationships and friendships
among Guild members and those with whom the
Guild works; and
nurture and deepen the faith of Guild members by
learning about the church year and worship terms (e.g.,
chasuble, paten, missal stand, purificator, and more).

The 2017 Guild members include Laura Hogan, Nancy
Jacobson, Lois Lenz, Kathy Mansfield, Judy Rath, Barb
Stacy, and Linda Williams. The Guild cherishes the many
women who have served in the past and have passed on this
tradition of service.
These women serve out of love for God and the Mount Olive
church family.
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In January we received into Mount Olive membership Roger Perrigo and Molly Gunter.

In January we received into Mount Olive membership Roger Perrigo and Molly Gunter.

Roger Perrigo has been worshipping with us for
eight months and has recently completed the
Adult Information Class and was baptized. For
years Roger worked at OPPD as an electrician
and now volunteers several days a week at Project
Hope. He lives in the Minne Lusa area and is a
regular in Bible Class. He is a cancer survivor and
likes to read, especially history. We look forward to
Roger continuing to grow up into Christ with us.
Max Williams served as his godparent.
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Molly Gunter comes to us from Trinity Lutheran
Church, Amherst, Nebraska. Molly earned her
nursing degree from Clarkson College and served
as an operating room nurse for five years. She
earned her master’s degree from Clarkson last August and is now a nurse practitioner working at the
Surgery Center of the Heartland. Her hobbies include reading, gardening, and fishing. Molly completed the fall Adult Information Class and renewed
her faith. She realized how much she has to learn
and looks forward to continue growing here at
Mount Olive.
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We rejoice that God has added Roger and Molly to
our Mount Olive family. Welcome!
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Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek —
Pre-school

Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek —
Pre-school

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch — 1st/2nd/3rd

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch — 1st/2nd/3rd

Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, —4th/5th/6th

Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, —4th/5th/6th

Aryanna Hogue, Kailyn Townsend, Austin
Wegner —7th/8th

These Sunday School students had perfect
attendance in January.

Page 10

C H U R C H

Aryanna Hogue, Kailyn Townsend, Austin
Wegner —7th/8th

Congratulations!!

These Sunday School students had perfect
attendance in January.
Congratulations!!

DIRECTORY CHANGES
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address change:

address change:

Chris Jacobson: 1330 Lincoln Mall Apt 404, Lincoln NE 685082720
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new members:

new members:

Molly Gunter: 9390 Western Ave #107, Omaha NE 68114,
308-627-5985

Molly Gunter: 9390 Western Ave #107, Omaha NE 68114,
308-627-5985

Roger Perrigo: 2544 Read St, Omaha NE 68112, 402-871-1974
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(Continued from page 5)






In all things am I self-centered and
selfish?
Have I patiently borne the afflictions
God sends me?
Have I doubted whether human affairs
are ruled by God’s counsel?
Have I been angry that the wicked seem
to enjoy a better lot than the pious and
that the pious are often oppressed?







Do I see my worry and fretting as sin
against trusting in God?
On what things is my attention
focused?
Do I complain about the troubles,
people, work and suffering God lays on
me?
Do I love the things God gives more
than I love him?
Do I cling to what God takes away,
even though He gives me Himself?
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