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W E L C O M E  T O  

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
 

7301 North 28th Avenue 

Omaha, Nebraska 68112-2816 
 

Sunday Worship ...................................................................... 9:00 A.M. 

Education Hour ...................................................................... 10:20 A.M. 

Church Office – 402.455.8700................................ FAX – 402.455.8701 

Email: MountOlv@msn.com ................ Website: mountoliveomaha.com 
 

Brothers and sisters, grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus.  

Welcome to this time of worship.  
 

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

January 15, 2017 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world, and the one anointed by the Spirit. 

In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We 

go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One, and to receive the 

gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 

 
P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 
R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  

G A T H E R I N G  
 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  (Galatians 5:22-23; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Romans 15:13)  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Do you not 

know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  (Psalm 40:9; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20a) 

Let us go to our heavenly Father rejoicing, confident of His forgiveness for Jesus’ sake.  

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Heavenly Father, 

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have failed to ex-

hibit joy, the fruit of Your Holy Spirit, in our thinking, speaking, and act-

ing. We have let the sorrows of this world mask the joy inside. We have not 

always told “the glad news of deliverance.” We have not loved You com-

pletely or our neighbors as ourselves. Our Lord Jesus revealed His person 

and ministry through His words and actions. In Your great mercy, forgive, 

renew, and lead us so that we may be revealed as His faith-filled followers to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a 

price.” Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

O Day Full of Grace Green 161 
 

O day full of grace that now we see Appearing on earth’s horizon, 

Bring light from our God that we may be Replete in his joy this season. 

God, shine for us now in this dark place; Your name on our hearts emblazon. 
 

O day full of grace, O blessed time, Our Lord on the earth arriving; 

Then came to the world that light sublime, Great joy for us all retrieving; 

For Jesus all mortals did embrace, All darkness and shame removing. 
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Cantor: For Christ bore our sins, and not his own, When he on the cross was hanging; 

And then he arose and moved the stone, That we, unto him belonging, 

Might join with angelic hosts to raise Our voices in endless singing. 

 

God came to us then at Pentecost, His Spirit new life revealing, 

That we might no more from him be lost, All darkness for us dispelling. 

His flame will the mark of sin efface And bring to us all his healing. 

 

When we on that final journey go That Christ is for us preparing 

We’ll gather in song, our hearts aglow, All joy of the heavens sharing, 

And walk in the light of God’s own place, With angels his name adoring. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 
H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  

Glory to God in the Highest 

 

Cantor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 
 
 
 
 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 49:1-7 

The servant of the Lord brings light to the nations. 

 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord 

called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He 

made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he 

made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, 

“You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have la-

bored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my 

cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” And now the Lord says, 

who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and 

that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

and my God has become my strength— he says, “It is too light a thing that you 

should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors 

of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to 

the end of the earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy 

One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings 

shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of 

the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” (NRSV) 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

P S A L M  H Y M N  (Psalm 40:1-11)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refrain: Congregation 
 

I waited patiently for the Lord; He inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me 

up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, 

making my steps secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our 

God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 
 

Refrain: Congregation 
 

Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not turn to the proud, 

to those who go astray after a lie! You have multiplied, O Lord my God, Your 

wondrous deeds and Your thoughts toward us; none can compare with You! I 

will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told. 
 

Refrain: Congregation 
 

Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but You have given me an open ear. 

Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required. Then I said, “Behold, I 

have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I desire to do Your will, 

O my God; Your law is within my heart.” I have told the glad news of deliver-

ance in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as You 

know, O Lord. I have not hidden Your deliverance within my heart; I have spo-

ken of Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your steadfast 

love and Your faithfulness from the great congregation. As for You, O Lord, 

You will not restrain Your mercy from me; Your steadfast love and Your faith-

fulness will ever preserve me! 

 

Refrain: Congregation 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Paul’s greeting to the church at Corinth. 

 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God 

always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Je-

sus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 

every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so 

that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: In the Word was life, and the life was the light | of all people. (John 1:4) 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

John 1:29-42a 
Jesus is the Lamb of God whom others are to follow. 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

The next day [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of 

whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was be-

fore me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this rea-

son, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not 

know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 

Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 

God.” The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 

watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and 

saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 

him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He 

said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and 

they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One 

of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter's 

brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus. (NRSV) 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

Take It Away!  John 1:29-42a 

 
Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

The Only Son from Heaven Green 86 
 

The only Son from heaven, Foretold by ancient seers, 

By God the Father given, In human form appears. 

No sphere his light confining, No star so brightly shining As he, our Morning Star. 
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Oh, time of God appointed, Oh, bright and holy morn! 

He comes, the king anointed, The Christ, the virgin-born, 

Grim death to vanquish for us, To open heav’n before us 

And bring us life again. 
 

Awaken, Lord, our spirit To know and love you more, 

In faith to stand unshaken, In Spirit to adore, 

That we, through this world moving, Each glimpse of heaven proving, 

May reap its fullness there. 
 

O Father, here before you With God the Holy Ghost, 

And Jesus, we adore you, O pride of angel host; 

Before you mortals lowly Cry, “Holy, holy, holy, 

O blessed Trinity!” 
 

A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the pow-

er of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 

third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

. . . with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 

Sit 
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G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not al-

ready done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a con-

tribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 
M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

You Are the Light Choir 

based on Isaiah 40 in a setting by John Helgen 
 

There’s a voice that’s calling out in the desert,  

“Get ready for the coming of the Lord!” 

God will come to earth in pow’r, no one knows the day nor hour. 

Peace and justice will be restored.  
 

Ev’ry valley will be lifted higher, the mountains and the hills be brought low; 

And the glory of the Lord will be seen in all the world. God has said that it will be so.  

You are light, the light for our darkness. You are peace, peace in our hearts.  

You are love, the love for all people. You are the light. Yes, you are the light!  

You bring peace, you bring love and joy!  
 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Merciful God, 

receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time and our possessions. Through 

this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and mer-

cy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

P R E F A C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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There’s a voice that’s calling out in the desert,  

“Get ready for the coming of the Lord!” 

God will come to earth in pow’r, no one knows the day nor hour. 

Peace and justice will be restored.  
 

Ev’ry valley will be lifted higher, the mountains and the hills be brought low; 

And the glory of the Lord will be seen in all the world. God has said that it will be so.  

You are light, the light for our darkness. You are peace, peace in our hearts.  

You are love, the love for all people. You are the light. Yes, you are the light!  

You bring peace, you bring love and joy!  
 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Merciful God, 

receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time and our possessions. Through 

this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and mer-

cy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

P R E F A C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

 
S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

 

 

 
With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever. 
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L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands)  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

The bread of God comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 

Amen. 
Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion registra-

tion card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its statements 

and give it to an usher. 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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He Comes to Us as One Unknown Blue 768 

 

You Are Holy (sung twice) 
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Green 87 
 

Stand 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G  

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

We Are Marching in the Light of God Blue 650 

 

We are marching in the light of God. (repeat) 
 

We are singing in the light of God. (repeat) 
 

We are praying for the Lord is our light. (repeat) 
 

We are dancing in the light of God. (repeat) 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

P O S T L U D E 

Introduction, Gospel Acclamation text and Offering Prayer are from Sundays and Seasons 2017 copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used by permission. Opening Sentences and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2016, copyright © 

2016 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. O Day Full of Grace text copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Used by 

permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Hymn of Praise, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer Ending and Lamb of God are from Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission under Augsburg Fortress license 

#SBL14075. Psalm 40 refrain text copyright © 2016 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Psalm 40 tune is in the public 

domain. Gospel Acclamation tune is from Renewing Worship Liturgy copyright © 2004 Evangelical Lutheran Church. Used by permission. 

The Only Son from Heaven text is in the public domain. You Are Holy text and tune copyright © 1990 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 

Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. We Are Marching in the Light of God copyright © 1984 Peace of Music Publishing AB, 

admin. by Walton Music Corp. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard 

Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

S E N D I N G  
 

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission. 
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S E N D I N G  
 

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission. 
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  – The Third Sunday after the Epiphany (Year A): Isaiah 9:1-4;  

 Psalm 27:1-9 (10-14); 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-25 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 
ACOLYTE --------------------------------------------------------------------- Isabella Wegner 

ASSISTING MINISTER ----------------------------------------------- Mikale Townsend, Jr. 

CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Dan Schreiber 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ----------------------------- Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald 

LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams 

 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 
TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  HEALTH&MEDICATION COUNSELING 

  2016 GIVING STATEMENTS 

  FINAL ADULT INFORMATION CLASS -------- 3:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 

  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 

SUNDAY - WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall, 

Mike and Marcia Steckelberg will talk about their work with Laborers For Christ. On Janu-

ary 22, Rev. Emad Tawadrous will talk about “Understanding Your Muslim Neighbors and 

How to Share Jesus.” Grab a cup of coffee and join us.  

CARD SHOWER — Our own Grace Gozzola is turning 90 today, January 15. Her family is host-

ing a card shower and invites your participation. Her address is: Grace Gozzola, 315 S. Union 

Rd., Union, ME 04862. 

EVANGELISM WORKSHOP — Now is the time to register for “101 Ways to Show Mercy and 

Compassion of Christ: In Ways That Don’t Cost Money.” The workshop is on January 28, 

from 9:00—2:00 p.m. at Atonement Lutheran Church (4530 N 85th St.). Hear the ideas, dis-

cuss the needs in our community, and brainstorm ways you and Mount Olive can show mer-

cy and compassion of Christ to those around you. Call the church office at 402-455-8700 or 

email mountolv@msn.com. 

 

 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 100 

Communion ...................................................... 86 

Sunday School  ................................................. 18 

Staff..................................................................... 5 

Bible Class ........................................................ 41 

Offering ......................................................... 4871 

Needed Weekly ............................................. 4905 

Specials ............................................................. 61 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 0 
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STEWARDSHIP — The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) The Israelites of old of-

fered a lamb to God at Passover so that death might pass over them and do no harm. Over 

those long centuries of sacrifice, did they understand that this was actually God’s gift? That 

God would be the true Giver of the Lamb? Truly, we can never outgive God: for all that we 

have is His. 

REFORMATION 500 HYMN FESTIVAL — As part of the Reformation 500 celebration a hymn 

festival will be hosted at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 12, at Pacific Hills Lutheran 

Church to celebrate our Lutheran heritage. Come sing along with an all-city choir including 

six of Mount Olive choir members as well as featured organist, Dr Jeffrey Blersch, Profes-

sor of Music, Concordia University Nebraska and the Concordia University Brass Ensem-

ble. It will be an afternoon highlighting some of the great hymns written by Martin Luther. 

Help us continue the Reformation Celebration! All are welcome! Stay afterwards for a cof-

fee and dessert reception. There will be a free will offering for the event.  

VIDEO NEEDED — Friday Nite Flix folks would like to watch the movie “Notorious” with 

Cary Grant and Ingrid Bergman but are having a hard time locating a copy. Does anyone 

have a copy of that movie that they would lend to us? —Dixie Gerhart (402-453-6707 or 

402-602-3252) 

OUR MISSIONARIES — We invite your continued prayerful and financial support of our mis-

sionaries abroad: Julie Lutz and family in Papua New Guinea (medical missionary), and 

Rev. David and Mrs. Barbara Bush in Macau. Note their letters on the north hall bulletin 

board.  

GERMANY TOUR — Rev. Bryan Drebes, pastor at Pacific Hills Lutheran Church, will be lead-

ing a tour to Germany to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. The tour will 

depart on October 24 and return on November 4, 2017. If you have questions or would like 

to request a brochure, please contact Pastor Drebes. His phone number is 402-391-9625 or 

you can reach him by e-mail at bryandrebes@pacifichillslutheran.org. 

INFANT/TODDLER EDUCATORS — Lord’s Lambs Child Care Center is opening soon and 

hiring dependable, experienced early childhood educators who are able to work 40 hours a 

week. Candidates should have at least one year experience working with infants or toddlers 

in group care as well as a passion and an eagerness to offer developmentally appropriate 

activities in a nurturing environment. Compensation is based on experience and education. 

Contact Director Denise Kempnich at denisekempnich1gmail.com or 402-813-0738. 

January 15, 2017 (A) SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Praying For Our Parish in 2017 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

January 19 

Chris Jacobson 

January 20 

Sandra Kyle 

January 21 

Jill Clausen 

January 21 

Lynne Ridner 

January 23 

Amy Zook 
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