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Welcome to worship as we pray:
“O holy Child of Bethlehem … be born in us today.”

Welcome to worship as we pray:
“O holy Child of Bethlehem … be born in us today.”
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We focus our attention this morning on a very different part of the Christmas
message than we highlighted yesterday. Gone are the details of Luke’s account,
and in its place is the grand expression of a cosmic event, long promised and
now fulfilled. God’s own Son has come to wear human flesh and blood, to be
born as a man of the blessed Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit. He has come as the
Word made flesh to fulfill the promise laid down before the foundation of the
world and rescue His lost creation. That same Word remains among His people,
the living voice speaking to bestow what He has won, summoning sinners from
guilt to righteousness and from death to life. So we come on Christmas morning
to rejoice in what the Lord has done to save His people.
PRELUDE
WELCOME
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PRELUDE

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand and face the narthex.
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Stand and face the narthex.
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GATHERING

GATHERING

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.

INVOCATION

INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Recalling our sin and God’s mercy, let us examine our lives and consciences.

Recalling our sin and God’s mercy, let us examine our lives and consciences.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Holy and gracious God,
I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before You, O Lord, for all my sins. I have
lived as if You did not matter and I mattered most. Your name I have not
honored and my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let Your love
have its way with me and so my love for others has failed. There are those
whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and
desires are soiled with sin. I am sorry for all my sins and plead for Your
mercy in Christ Jesus. Graciously forgive me all my sins and help me
amend my sinful life. Amen.

Holy and gracious God,
I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before You, O Lord, for all my sins. I have
lived as if You did not matter and I mattered most. Your name I have not
honored and my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let Your love
have its way with me and so my love for others has failed. There are those
whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and
desires are soiled with sin. I am sorry for all my sins and plead for Your
mercy in Christ Jesus. Graciously forgive me all my sins and help me
amend my sinful life. Amen.

God be merciful and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God be merciful and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

May He who began this good work in you bring it to completion on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

May He who began this good work in you bring it to completion on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

ENTRANCE HYMN

Green 55

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Turn as the cross passes.

Turn as the cross passes.

Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before him bow, And he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before him bow, And he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
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Green 55
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Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all To gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all To gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

HYMN OF PRAISE

HYMN OF PRAISE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Green 60

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Green 60

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Refrain
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Refrain
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Sit

Sit

WORD

WORD

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 52:7-10
Heralds announce God’s salvation.
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Isaiah 52:7-10
Heralds announce God’s salvation.
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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your
God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. (NRSV)

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your
God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM HYMN

PSALM HYMN

Why Are Nations Raging (based on Psalm 2)

Why Are Nations Raging (based on Psalm 2)

see insert

SECOND LESSON

see insert

SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 1:1-6
God has spoken by a Son.

Hebrews 1:1-6
God has spoken by a Son.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of
all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of
God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things
by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or
again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship
him.” (NRSV)

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of
all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of
God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things
by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or
again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship
him.” (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand
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GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World

Turn as cross passes.

Turn as cross passes.

HOLY GOSPEL
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GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL

HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:1-14
The Word of God became flesh.

John 1:1-14
The Word of God became flesh.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord. (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord. (shouted)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (NRSV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (NRSV)
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World (same as above)

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World (same as above)

Sit

Sit

SERMON

SERMON

A Christmas Gift Card

John 1:1-18

A Christmas Gift Card

Stand

Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

Of The Father’s Love Begotten
st. 3 - cantor

John 1:1-18

HYMN OF THE DAY

Green 42

Of The Father’s Love Begotten
st. 3 - cantor

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have-been,
And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore.

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have-been,
And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore.

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s redeem-er,
First revealed his sacred face, evermore, and evermore.

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s redeem-er,
First revealed his sacred face, evermore, and evermore.

Cantor:This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;
Now he shines, the long expected;
Let creation praise its Lord evermore and evermore.

Green 42

Cantor:This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;
Now he shines, the long expected;
Let creation praise its Lord evermore and evermore.

Let the heights of heav’n adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing;
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before him and extol our God and King;
Let no tongue on earth be si-lent,
Ev’ry voice in concert ring evermore and evermore.

Let the heights of heav’n adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing;
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before him and extol our God and King;
Let no tongue on earth be si-lent,
Ev’ry voice in concert ring evermore and evermore.
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Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be:
Honor, glory, and domin-ion,
And eternal victory evermore and evermore! Amen.
NICENE CREED

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be:
Honor, glory, and domin-ion,
And eternal victory evermore and evermore! Amen.
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
. . . now and to the end of the ages.
Amen.

. . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
. . . now and to the end of the ages.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

Sit
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Sit
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MEAL

MEAL

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Joy to the World
text by Isaac Watts, alt., music setting by Aaron David Miller

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Choir

Joy to the World
text by Isaac Watts, alt., music setting by Aaron David Miller

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!
Let ev’ry heart prepare a room for him and sing.
Let heav’n and nature sing, let heav’n and nature sing.
Glory to God on high, let heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!
Let ev’ry heart prepare a room for him and sing.
Let heav’n and nature sing, let heav’n and nature sing.
Glory to God on high, let heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy.
Glory to God on high, repeat the sounding joy.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy.
Glory to God on high, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns in infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns in infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.
The wonders of his love, the wonders of his love.
Glory to God on high, the wonders of his love.

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.
The wonders of his love, the wonders of his love.
Glory to God on high, the wonders of his love.

OFFERING PRAYER

Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

Good and loving God,
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we
shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Good and loving God,
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we
shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PREFACE

PREFACE

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, O God, . . . until he comes.

10

You are indeed holy, O God, . . . until he comes.
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Therefore, O God, . . . the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, . . . with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those . . . almighty Father, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

Therefore, O God, . . . the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, . . . with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those . . . almighty Father, now and forever.

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father . . .

(join hands)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father . . .

INVITATION

INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

Sit

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its statements
and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its statements
and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
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O Sing of Christ
st. 1 - cantor

12

O Sing of Christ
st. 1 - cantor
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What Child Is This

Green 40

What Child Is This

Stand

Green 40
Stand

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Song of Simeon

Song of Simeon
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

SENDING

SENDING

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission.

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL HYMN

RECESSIONAL HYMN

Let All Together Praise Our God

14

Green 47

Let All Together Praise Our God

Turn as the cross passes.

Turn as the cross passes.

Let all together praise our God Before his glorious throne;
Today he opens heav’n again To give us his own Son,
To give us his own Son.

Let all together praise our God Before his glorious throne;
Today he opens heav’n again To give us his own Son,
To give us his own Son.

The Father sends him from his throne To be an infant small
And lie here poorly mangered now In this cold, dismal stall,
In this cold, dismal stall.

The Father sends him from his throne To be an infant small
And lie here poorly mangered now In this cold, dismal stall,
In this cold, dismal stall.

Within an earthborn form he hides His all creating light;
To serve us all he humbly cloaks The splendor of his might,
The splendor of his might.

Within an earthborn form he hides His all creating light;
To serve us all he humbly cloaks The splendor of his might,
The splendor of his might.

He undertakes a great exchange, Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us his realm, His glory, and his name,
His glory, and his name.

He undertakes a great exchange, Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us his realm, His glory, and his name,
His glory, and his name.

He is a servant, I a lord: How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christchild’s love! No truer friend than he,
No truer friend than he.

He is a servant, I a lord: How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christchild’s love! No truer friend than he,
No truer friend than he.

He is the key, and he the door To blessed Paradise;
The angel bars the way no more. To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

He is the key, and he the door To blessed Paradise;
The angel bars the way no more. To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore,
And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore;
We praise you evermore.

Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore,
And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore;
We praise you evermore.
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Green 47

DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

POSTLUDE

Introduction and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2016, copyright © 2016 Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission. Good Christian Friends, Rejoice, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Of The Father’s Love Begotten, are in the
public domain. Offering Prayer is from Sundays and Seasons 2014 copyright © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer Ending and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in
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NO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
WORSHIP/HAPPY NEW YEAR! --------------- 9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
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December 25, 2016 (A)

CHRISTMAS DAY

VACATION — Our church office secretary, Teresa Kuti, will be on vacation this week. If Pastor

Jank does not answer the phone, please leave a message.
POINSETTIAS — Thank you to those who donated poinsettias to decorate for Christmas this year.
MITTEN DRIVE — Please join the Mount Olive Sunday School in helping collect mittens,
gloves, scarves, and hats to donate to local charities. Please bring your new or gently used
winter wear items to Mount Olive and add them to our mitten tree in the back of church.
NEXT SUNDAY — January 1, New Year’s Day, falls on a Sunday. We will have a regular worship service at 9:00 a.m. followed by a Christian Education Hour.
2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2017 on
the back table. Please do not use them until 2017.
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES — This is faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human care
organization which provides a multiplicity of services (children, behavioral health and refugee
and immigration services) impacting 35,000+ people annually throughout Nebraska, Iowa,
and Wichita, Kansas. An envelope is in today’s bulletin for you to support this ministry.
THANK YOU — The entire Sunday School staff would like to thank the children and parents for
their practice and preparation for the Children’s Christmas Service. We are thankful for the
Mount Olive families and friends for their continual support and encouragement provided to
us throughout the year. A special thank you to all of those people who volunteer behind the
scenes as well as the Sunday School teachers and staff. We couldn’t do it without you. Special thanks to Thrivent Financial for supporting the mitten drive and to everyone who donates mittens, gloves, scarves and hats for the mitten tree.
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Praying For Our Parish in 2016
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.
December 26
Cameron Padron
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A Prayer Before Exchanging Gifts

A Prayer Before Exchanging Gifts

Father, You gave us Your Son to show us that giving has no meaning unless we give ourselves and our love together with the gift. As we share
these presents with one another, help us to learn how to give not just what
we have, but what we are; how to be thankful for what we receive; how to
make every day a Christmas for one or another of Your children.
All we give, all we have, is from You, O Lord.
We love, we give, we share in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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