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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the
one named Emmanuel. God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray,
“O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on ancient prayers
appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday in
Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one to save us from the power of
sin and death.
PRELUDE
WELCOME
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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the
one named Emmanuel. God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray,
“O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on ancient prayers
appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday in
Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one to save us from the power of
sin and death.
PRELUDE

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand

Stand

GATHERING

GATHERING

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.

INVOCATION

INVOCATION

2

2

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

(Matthew 1:12-23; Philippians

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

(Matthew 1:12-23; Philippians

2:10; Psalm 119:105)

2:10; Psalm 119:105)

Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles have been progressively lit each
week reminding us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and
lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. In this final week of the Advent
season, we come to know the meaning and power of our Savior’s name. The angel spoke to Joseph, “She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us
as we light this candle in the beginning of our preparation for Your coming. Enter our hearts and minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome and
receive You with joy as true and eternal King; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth.
Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles have been progressively lit each
week reminding us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and
lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. In this final week of the Advent
season, we come to know the meaning and power of our Savior’s name. The angel spoke to Joseph, “She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us
as we light this candle in the beginning of our preparation for Your coming. Enter our hearts and minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome and
receive You with joy as true and eternal King; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth.
Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

All four candles are lit.

All four candles are lit.

SONG

SONG

Your Word Is a Lamp
first time cantor, two times by congregation

Your Word Is a Lamp
first time cantor, two times by congregation
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

We pray for You to come to us, Lord Jesus. Even as we prepare to receive and
welcome You, we continue to sin against You.

We pray for You to come to us, Lord Jesus. Even as we prepare to receive and
welcome You, we continue to sin against You.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

We confess,
we have not loved You the way we ought, and have sinned against You in
our words and actions, and have not done what You command.
We know the name above all names, the name of Jesus, which means “The Lord
saves,” and Immanuel, “God is with us.” Yet so often we do not call upon Your
name in time of trouble.
We have misused Your name and have not called upon Your name as we
should to pray, praise, and give thanks.
With repentant hearts, we ask You to come, Lord Jesus.

We confess,
we have not loved You the way we ought, and have sinned against You in
our words and actions, and have not done what You command.
We know the name above all names, the name of Jesus, which means “The Lord
saves,” and Immanuel, “God is with us.” Yet so often we do not call upon Your
name in time of trouble.
We have misused Your name and have not called upon Your name as we
should to pray, praise, and give thanks.
With repentant hearts, we ask You to come, Lord Jesus.

God has heard our prayer. God is with us, and Jesus Christ is in our midst as He
promised. By His death and resurrection, He forgives our sins and opens the
gates of heaven to us. By our Baptism, we have been given new life as children
of God. At the command and promise of Immanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word and in the stead and by the command of
Christ, all of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God has heard our prayer. God is with us, and Jesus Christ is in our midst as He
promised. By His death and resurrection, He forgives our sins and opens the
gates of heaven to us. By our Baptism, we have been given new life as children
of God. At the command and promise of Immanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word and in the stead and by the command of
Christ, all of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
st. 3 - left side, st. 4 - right side

GATHERING HYMN

Tune: Veni, Emmanuel (34)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
st. 3 - left side, st. 4 - right side

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh;
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our
way.
Refrain
4

Tune: Veni, Emmanuel (34)

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh;
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our
way.
Refrain
4

Left:

Left:

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Refrain

Right: O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Refrain

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Refrain

Right: O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Refrain

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer, O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer, O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain

APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation

Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit

Sit

WORD

WORD

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 7:10-17
The coming of Immanuel is foretold to Ahaz.

Isaiah 7:10-17
The coming of Immanuel is foretold to Ahaz.

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not
put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two
kings you are in dread will be deserted. The Lord will bring on you and on your
people and on your ancestral house such days as have not come since the day
that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” (NRSV)

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not
put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two
kings you are in dread will be deserted. The Lord will bring on you and on your
people and on your ancestral house such days as have not come since the day
that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 24

PSALM 24
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SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

Romans 1:1-7
Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome.

Romans 1:1-7
Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome.

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according
to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according
to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the
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spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of
faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who
are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. (NRSV)

spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of
faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who
are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: The virgin shall conceive and | bear a son,* and they shall name | him
Emmanuel. (Matt. 1:23)

Cantor: The virgin shall conceive and | bear a son,* and they shall name | him
Emmanuel. (Matt. 1:23)

HOLY GOSPEL

HOLY GOSPEL

8

Matthew 1:18-25
Joseph is told of the coming birth of Jesus.

Matthew 1:18-25
Joseph is told of the coming birth of Jesus.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear
8

a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus. (NRSV)

a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus. (NRSV)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

Sit

Sit

SERMON

SERMON

Immanuel - God Is With Us!

Matthew 1:18-25

Immanuel - God Is With Us!

Stand

Matthew 1:18-25
Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
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NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through Him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through Him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . through Jesus Christ, Immanuel, our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . through Jesus Christ, Immanuel, our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

10

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

Sit

Sit

MEAL

MEAL

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
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GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Come, O Messiah
text and music by Kenneth Logan

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Choir

Come, O Messiah
text and music by Kenneth Logan

Choir

Shepherd of Israel, come, O Messiah, Keeper of promises, Immanuel.
Leader of exodus, one with the Father, Bright star of Hebrew hope, Savior, come.

Shepherd of Israel, come, O Messiah, Keeper of promises, Immanuel.
Leader of exodus, one with the Father, Bright star of Hebrew hope, Savior, come.

Maker of star and globe, come, O Messiah, Shaper of orbit far, Immanuel.
Crafter of sun-ripe grain, succulent, sweet fruit, fountains of water clear, Jesus, come.

Maker of star and globe, come, O Messiah, Shaper of orbit far, Immanuel.
Crafter of sun-ripe grain, succulent, sweet fruit, fountains of water clear, Jesus, come.

Lover of sinful souls, come, O Messiah, Wooer of weary ones, Immanuel.
Purger of stubborn stains, Grantor of pardon, Giver of newborn life, Savior, come.

Lover of sinful souls, come, O Messiah, Wooer of weary ones, Immanuel.
Purger of stubborn stains, Grantor of pardon, Giver of newborn life, Savior, come.

Toucher of loneliness, come, O Messiah, Calmer of cutting fear, Immanuel.
Settler of discontent, Mentor of sharing, Rouser of passion true, Jesus, come.

Toucher of loneliness, come, O Messiah, Calmer of cutting fear, Immanuel.
Settler of discontent, Mentor of sharing, Rouser of passion true, Jesus, come.

Shiner of shadow’s light, come, O Messiah, Light of the darkened world, Immanuel.
Coming in glory blaze, darkness destroying, coming as radiant Lord, Savior, come.

Shiner of shadow’s light, come, O Messiah, Light of the darkened world, Immanuel.
Coming in glory blaze, darkness destroying, coming as radiant Lord, Savior, come.

OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:
11
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SANCTUS

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
12

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
12

INVITATION

INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

Sit

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its statements
and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
st. 3 - cantor
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its statements
and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Green 198

Blue 632
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
st. 3 - cantor
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Green 198

Blue 632
13

Peace Came to Earth
st. 1 - cantor

Blue 641

Peace Came to Earth
st. 1 - cantor

Blue 641

Stand

Stand

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

SENDING

SENDING

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission.

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN

CLOSING HYMN

Savior of the Nations Come

Tune: Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland (28)

Savior of the Nations Come

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth: God has chosen such a birth.

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth: God has chosen such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood, but the mystic Breath of God,
Was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of woman, blossom fresh.

Not by human flesh and blood, but the mystic Breath of God,
Was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of woman, blossom fresh.

Wondrous birth - oh, wondrous child - from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary’s son, eager now his race to run!

Wondrous birth - oh, wondrous child - from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary’s son, eager now his race to run!

From God’s heart the Savior speeds, back to God his pathway leads;
Out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign at God’s right hand.

From God’s heart the Savior speeds, back to God his pathway leads;
Out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign at God’s right hand.

Now your manger, shining bright, hallows night with newborn light.
Night cannot this light subdue; let our faith shine ever new.

Now your manger, shining bright, hallows night with newborn light.
Night cannot this light subdue; let our faith shine ever new.

DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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Tune: Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland (28)
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ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------- Kailyn Townsend
ASSISTING MINISTER -------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr.
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sarah Jank
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ---------------------------------------- Mike & Marcia Steckelberg
LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Mark Sorensen
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 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M.
SS CHRISTMAS DRESS REHEARSAL ------- 10:20 A.M.
HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
SS STUDENTS ARRIVE FOR PROGRAM ------ 3:30 P.M.
SS CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM----- 4:00 P.M.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:30 P.M.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE --------------------- 7:30 P.M.
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP -------------- 10:00 A.M.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
NO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR
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tor Jank will lead us in a Bible study of this morning’s Scripture readings. Grab a cup of coffee
and join us.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM — The Sunday School Christmas

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM — The Sunday School Christmas

Program entitled, “The Most Important Part of Christmas”, is today at 4:00 P.M. The Sunday School children have been preparing all month for this annual tradition. After the program, cookies and refreshments will be served. Join us!
SS CHRISTMAS DRESS REHEARSAL — Today, December 18th, there will also be a dress rehearsal at 10:30 a.m. Sunday school students need to be back at church at 3:30 p.m. to put
on costumes and rehearse songs.
POINSETTIAS — Today is the last day if you would like to help decorate the church with a
poinsettia this year. The cost is $11.50. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up.
Please indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.
MITTEN DRIVE — Please join the Mount Olive Sunday School in helping collect mittens,
gloves, scarves, and hats to donate to local charities. Please bring your new or gently used
winter wear items to Mount Olive and add them to our mitten tree in the back of church.
NEXT SUNDAY — Christmas Day falls on Sunday, December 25 this year. Make plans to join
us for a joyous celebration of our Lord’s birth at 10:00 a.m. Note the scheduled time.
There will be no Christian Education Hour.
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES — Beginning as orphanages in Omaha and Fremont in 1892,
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska—a faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human
care organization—provides a multiplicity of services (children, behavioral health and refugee
and immigration services) impacting 35,000+ people annually from 27 locations throughout
Nebraska, and in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Wichita, Kansas. An envelope is enclosed in today’s bulletin for you to support this human-care ministry of which we are a part.
2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2017 on
the back table. Please do not use them until 2017.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve (Saturday) 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day (Sunday)
10:00 A.M.
NEW YEAR’S DAY — January 1 falls on a Sunday. We will have a regular worship service at
9:00 a.m. followed by a Christian Education Hour.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY — Endless Journey is a faith-based hospice company in Omaha.
They are in need of compassionate people to provide companionship and assistance to clients and families, as well as help out around the office. Volunteers are needed to make and
deliver meals to clients, walk pets, light house chores, playing board games, making comfort
calls, sending bereavement letters, etc. If interested, please contact Alexandra at (W) 402800-8580, (C) 402-875-0393, or (e-mail) Alexandra@EndlessJourneyHospice.com.
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