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W E L C O M E  T O  

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
 

7301 North 28th Avenue 

Omaha, Nebraska 68112-2816 
 

Sunday Worship ...................................................................... 9:00 A.M. 

Education Hour ...................................................................... 10:20 A.M. 

Church Office – 402.455.8700................................ FAX – 402.455.8701 

Email: MountOlv@msn.com ................ Website: mountoliveomaha.com 
 

As Mary did on learning she would bear God’s Son, may we magnify the Lord and 

rejoice in God our Savior (Luke 1:46-47).  

Welcome!  

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

THIRD SUNDAY    

OF ADVENT December 11, 2016 

We are often tempted to think we deserve something better. If things don’t go as 

planned, if crisis hits, or we are lacking happiness, we begin to question things. 

It happens in life, and it also happens as a temptation in our life of faith. We are 

not left alone in our wishing or our wondering about our Savior Jesus Christ and 

what He has done for us. His Word of truth reminds us of His works and His 

ways. In today’s Lessons, Isaiah gives a message of future hope to the hopeless 

people; James reminds us of the Lord’s attributes even in times of our suffering; 

and in a time of questioning for the imprisoned John the Baptist, Jesus brings a 

message of hope and confidence in his time of need. Though we are sinful and 

no person deserves something “better,” by God’s grace, we, too, receive that 

same reminder and message of hope of who God is and what He’s done through 

Christ this Advent season and each day. 

 
P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 
R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E  A D V E N T  W R E A T H  (Matthew 11:4-5; Isaiah 35:10; 

Psalm 119:105) 

Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles progressively lit each week re-

mind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and lead us into 

the light of His glorious kingdom. In this Advent season of preparing our hearts 

and minds to receive the promised Savior given and born for us, we are assured 

that no matter what trials we may face, Jesus’ works of salvation show that He is 

the Promised One. “Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and 

see: 

the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 

deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 

preached to them.’” 

 

Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us 

as we light this candle in preparation for Your coming. Enter our hearts and 

minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome and receive You with 

joy as our true and eternal King; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; ever-

lasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sor-

row and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

 
The first, second, and third candles are lit. 

 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  
 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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S O N G  

Your Word Is a Lamp 

first time cantor, two times by congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N   

Let us confess our sins before God and one another.  

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

We come humbly before You, O Lord, recognizing that we have not always re-

sponded to Your grace in faithfulness and obedience. Often we feel we deserve 

more or better, forgetting and rejecting Your Word and Your works of salvation. 

At times, we are lured by the world’s deceptions, consumed by greed, pas-

sion, and desire. We fail to be thoroughly grounded in Your Word. Forgive 

us, dear Lord, for rejoicing in the temporal treasures on earth instead of the 

eternal treasures of heaven. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

Forgive my impatience and my neglect. By Your Spirit, lead me to greater 

faith, obedience, service, and repentance until Your call to eternal glory comes.  
Our Lord invites us to come and see what He has done—He has given us solid 

promises that guard our faith in days of sorrow, suffering, confusion, conflict, 

and pain. He has sent His Son to be the Word of life. Therefore, as a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and through the work of our Savior Jesus Christ, all 

of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn Blue 633 

 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.  

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! The Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,  

He opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us for ever.  

 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness, 

The thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

 

In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 

As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 

Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder,  

The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 

May God fill ev'ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Congregation 
 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 
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Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 35:1-10 

The desert blooms as God’s people return from exile. 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blos-

som; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and sing-

ing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak 

hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 

terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like 

a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 

forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become 

a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall be-

come a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be 

there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 

it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion 

shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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W O R D  
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found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord 

shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  1 4 6  (antiphon v. 5)  

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* whose hope is in the | Lord his 

God. 

Cantor: Praise | the Lord!* Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 

 I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;* I will sing praises to my God while 

I have my | being. 
Cantor: Put not your trust in | princes,* in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 

When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* on that very day his plans 

| perish. 

Cantor: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* whose hope is in the | Lord his 

God, 

 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* who keeps 

faith for- | ever; 
Cantor: who executes justice for | the oppressed,* who gives food to the | hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind.* 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the | righteous. 

Cantor: The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the | father-

less,* but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin. 

 The Lord will reign for- | ever,* your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise 

the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* whose hope is in the | Lord his 

God. 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

James 5:7-11 

Patience until the coming of the Lord. 

 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 

the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 

and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the com-

ing of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you 

may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suf-

fering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord. Indeed we call blessed those who showed endurance. You have heard of 

the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord 

is compassionate and merciful. (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
Stand 

 
G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before 

you. (Matt. 11:10) 
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H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 11:2-15 
Jesus speaks regarding John the Baptist. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his dis-

ciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed 

is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak 

to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? 

A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 

in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 

is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 

you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among those born 

of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until 

now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 

force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you 

are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears lis-

ten!” (NRSV) 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

Advent Now!  Matthew 11:2-15 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 11:2-15 
Jesus speaks regarding John the Baptist. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his dis-

ciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed 

is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak 

to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? 

A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 

in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 

is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 

you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among those born 

of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until 

now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 

force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you 

are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears lis-

ten!” (NRSV) 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

Advent Now!  Matthew 11:2-15 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding Tune: Merton (735) 

 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, all you children of the day!” 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth’s bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 

 

See the Lamb, so long expected, come with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

So, when next he comes in glory and the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with his mercy and with words of love draw near. 

 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son 

With the everlasting Spirit while unending ages run! 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-

ten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the 

power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and 

was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suf-

fered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy cath-

olic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 

 

See the Lamb, so long expected, come with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

So, when next he comes in glory and the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with his mercy and with words of love draw near. 

 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son 

With the everlasting Spirit while unending ages run! 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-

ten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by the 

power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and 

was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suf-

fered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy cath-

olic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

. . . through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not al-

ready done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a con-

tribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 
M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

Advent Joy Choir 

text and music by Nancy Gifford 
 

Refrain: Prepare ye, prepare ye to celebrate the Savior’s birth. 

  Prepare ye, prepare ye; Emmanuel is coming to earth. 

 

John the Baptist, in the wilderness, eating locust and honey wild. 

Mother Mary, in her faithfulness, bravely waiting this Holy Child. Refrain 

 

Light a candle, sing with gladness; Mary welcomes the Living Word. 

Light a candle, sing with gladness; John the Baptist can still be heard. 
 

Prepare ye, prepare ye to celebrate the Savior’s birth. 

Prepare ye, prepare ye; Emmanuel is coming to earth. 

The Light of the world is coming. Sing for joy! 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 

the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

 
S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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With this bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands)  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion          

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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Light Dawns on a Weary World 
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He Comes to Us as One Unknown Blue 768 

st. 3 - cantor 

 

All Earth is Hopeful Blue 629 
 

Stand 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G  

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

Joy to the World Green 39 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found, 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove  

The glories of his righteousness And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 

S E N D I N G  
 

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission. 
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D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

Introduction, Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2016, copyright 

© 2016 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Your Word Is a Lamp tune copyright © 2016 Concordia Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn copyright © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission 

of OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie, Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Offering Prayer, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer Ending and 

Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14075. Psalm 146 is from Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission of Concordia Liturgy License #000010765. Gospel Acclamation text is from Sundays and Seasons 2017 copyright 

© 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding text and tune are in the public domain. Light 

Dawns on a Weary World text copyright © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Light Dawns on a Weary World tune copyright © 2000 William 

P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Joy to the World is in the public domain. 

Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A): Isaiah 7:10-17; Psalm 24; Romans 1:1-7; 

 Matthew 1:18-25 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------ Robbie Moffett, Jr. 

ASSISTING MINISTER-------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr. 
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