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Where did the baby go? 
 
Increasingly, Christmas is becoming a cele-
bration of itself. It’s time to be happy that it’s 
a time to be happy. Looks like Christmas, 
feels like Christmas, must be Christmas, so 
let’s celebrate. 
 
Let’s restore the baby. Baby Jesus, of course. 
But also another baby. The baby that you 
used to be. 
 
When you were a baby, you were so full of 
promise (and not much else). Back in those 
days, people would reach out and touch your 
cheek; they would stroke your hair, and 

say—how perfect! What a miracle you were! 
How perfectly marvelous! 
 
Back then, you were content with next to 
nothing—which is what you had. It took little 
to amuse you, or make you smile. People 
would make goofy faces, or bounce you on 
their knee, or change your diaper, and you 
were very pleased. Where did that baby go? 
 
Life has had a lot of years to work on some 
of us, with definite effect. We are not as uni-
versally adorable. Some of us are old enough, 
and have been through enough, that we 
would be happy if we could once again just 
walk well. But if we did, everyone would 
take it for granted. If only there were a way 
to bring back a little of the baby. 
 
Where did baby Jesus go? You know. After 
years of growing up in the home of Mary and 
Joseph, he became a preacher and healer. He 
was fawned over by some, despised by many. 
He blew the whistle on the supposed repre-

sentatives of God on earth, and they hanged 
him on a cross. He died, he was buried . . . 
and he rose. 
 
And what was the point of his life and death 
and resurrection? To bring back the baby in 
you and me. To allow us to be born all over 
again—this time “from above.” To restore us. 
 
For the Father in heaven is not pleased that 
babies with bright futures turn into men and 
women with dark burdens. The Father in 
heaven is distressed that “to grow up” and “to 
grow old” have become curses. He never 
meant it that way. 
 
So, a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us. His name is Jesus. He is the only one 
who grew up without ever getting old. It is by 
his stripes we are healed and restored. 
 
In other words, Jesus makes us babies again. 
Not in a physical way, but in a more im-
portant way. He gives us the forgiveness of 
our sins, by reconciling us to the Father in 
heaven. Thereby Jesus once again makes us 
adorable. Never mind that we are hardened 
by 68 years of struggle, or that we are scarred 
by sins past. God is pleased. He tells us so in 
Word and Meal. For all we know, what God 
is seeing in us is . . . a little baby. 
 
In fact, he is. Only the baby he sees is his 
own Son. Why? Because you and I have been 
linked to God’s Son Jesus when we were 
baptized. Yes, the baby in us is Jesus. You 
and I still are that baby we were long ago—
just grown up, that’s all. We are each, still 
the amazing handiwork of a loving God. We 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Children’s Christmas Program 

Practice dates/times: 
 
Dec. 4: Christmas Program Practice at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School opening area 
Dec. 11: Christmas Program Practice at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School opening area 
Dec 18: Christmas Program Practice/Dress Re-
hearsal at 10:30 a.m. Sunday School opening 
area 
Dec 18: Children’s Christmas Program at 4:00 
p.m. (Sunday school students will need to be at 
the church at 3:30 p.m. to put on costumes and 
rehearse songs. Sunday school students will 
meet in the Sunday School area upstairs.)  
 

Please join us for refreshments following the 

Children’s Christmas Service in Luther Hall. 

Don’t miss the Children’s  
Christmas Service,  

 

“The Most Important Part of 

Christmas”  
 

Sunday, December 18th, at 4:00 p.m.  

Attention Mt. Olive 
Holiday Bakers 
 
It’s that time of year to get out those mix-
ing bowls and cookie sheets! Find your 
candy thermometer and measuring cups! 
Track down your rolling pin and dig out 
that cookie press! 
 
Mount Olive will once again host a Cookie 

Swap on Sunday, December 4, at 11:30 
a.m. To participate, bring three to four 
dozen cookies, bars, snacks or candies. Be 
sure to bring a container to take home your 
Christmas goodies (plan for around three 
dozen). If you would like to share your 
recipe, bring it and we will make copies as 
needed. We will set up in the old preschool 
area (room next to Luther Hall) and the 
swap will take place following the Adult 
Bible Class Hour/Sunday School Class. 
Bring an old family favorite or try some-
thing new. Each participant will have plen-
ty of delicious treats to serve family and 
friends during the holidays! 
 
Questions? Feel free to contact Anne 

Wegner at (402) 980-6953. 
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The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Tues-
day, December 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the home 
of Jill Clausen. Please bring six dozen cook-
ies to exchange for our annual cookie ex-
change. We will discuss A Garden in Paris 
by Stephanie Grace Whitson.  
 
Mary Kathleen Davis finds the framed motto 
in the back of a dusty antique shop, and it 
haunts her. After 26 years as the trophy wife 
of a powerful man, Mary is a widow with no 
sense of identity. She finds herself wondering 
“what might have been,”' and torments her-
self with guilt over her treatment of an old 
flame. She has the notion that if she can re-

turn to Paris with her in-
creasingly distant daughter, 
perhaps she'll be able to 
reconcile with the past and 
find a new future. The trip 
to Paris will change every-
thing for these two women, 
in ways neither could imag-
ine. 
 
Our January meeting will be Tuesday, January 
10th, at 7:00 p.m. Our January selection will 
be The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by 
C.S. Lewis. 

 

1. Thank you to these helpers who worked (in their Sunday clothes!) 
to clear the shelving in the basement so furnace replacement work 
could be done: Dustin Hogue, Alex Johnson, Tim Lorang, Jeff 

Misiolek, Roger Perrigo, Doug Pollock, Mark Sorensen, Mike 
Townsend, Sr., Tom Trusty, Austin Wegner and Rich Wis-

mont. They were a willing, cheerful and efficient crew! Thank 
you, Rich Wismont, for recycling the dead paint cans. 

2. Thank you to the crew who brought voting booths up from the basement on Sunday, Novem-
ber 6th, for Tuesday's general election. Thanks to Mark Sorensen for his leadership on this 
project as well as hefting the voting paraphernalia along with Tim Lorang, Roger Perrigo, 
Doug Pollock and Tom Trusty. The polling place workers were very appreciative! 

3.  Thank you to Galen Behr for arriving before 7:00 a.m. to open the building for the election 
and then coming back at the close of polling to check to be sure everything was back in order 
and secure the building. (According to a poll worker, 911 people voted at Mount Olive. The 
normal turnout here, even for Presidential elections, had been around 200 people. On No-
vember 8th, there were 250 voters by 10:30 a.m.) 

4. Many thanks to Mike Townsend, Sr. who worked indoors on Work Day changing out tiles 
on the main floor of Luther Hall. The ceiling looks so nice! 

5.  More thanks to the crew of Mike Townsend, Sr., Tom Trusty and Rich Wismont who 
sorted the ceiling tiles from the basement shelving, discarded those that were stained, and 
moved useable tiles to upstairs Luther Hall where Mike swapped them out for water-stained 
tiles. For Mike, this entailed cutting tiles down to the sizes required. Thanks to Mike, too, for 
changing out some lights while working on this project.  
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In Ministry 

With God’s 
People 

 
We remember in prayer 

 
...Carol Childers, Becky 

Day, Mary Hogue, Ar-

nie Jacobson, Suzan 
Jank, Rod and Karen 

Lorang, Dawn Payne, 

Stephanie Rager, Di-

ane Schrader, Chelsea 

Standley, Emily Stand-

ley, Don Weihe, Mar-

garet Wille, and Janet 

Zulfer. 

 
...Kelsea Townsend and 

Chad Shulewitz, who 
were married on No-
vember 18. 

 
...Melissa and Tim 

Lorang who were 
blessed with a healthy 
newborn daughter, 
Hope Dolores.  

 
...the depressed, the dis-

couraged, the unem-
ployed, and the lonely 
in our church family 
and our community. 

 
...our need to march to a 

(Continued on page 10) 

December is a good time to 
remember with a card some 
of our congregational mem-
bers who have limited mo-
bility. 
 

Myrene Abels 

3127 Fillmore St 
Omaha, NE 68112-1728 
 
Gloria Lee HighHawk 

C/O St. Joseph Villa 
2305 S 10 St 
Omaha, NE 68108 
 
Neena Kraemer-Solberg 
2521 N 60 St 
Omaha, NE 68104-4112 
 
Harry Sorensen 
12008 N 40 St 
Omaha, NE 68112 

Plan to use an Advent wreath in 
your home with four candles. 
This will visually assist you in 
marking the four weeks of Ad-
vent waiting that precedes the 
celebration of Christ’s incarna-
tion. If you haven’t already done 
so, please pick up an Advent de-
votional book that is available 
one per family. 

Many thanks to all of you who contributed 
your time, your talents, and your financial re-
sources to carry out our Lord’s work here at 
Mount Olive during 2016. Special thanks to 
those of you who made pledges to God during 
our November stewardship emphasis. You make my job a 
pleasure, and I thank God for you. 
 

Max Williams, Director of Stewardship 

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 5 

In Ministry 

With God’s 
People 

 
We remember in prayer 

 
...Carol Childers, Becky 

Day, Mary Hogue, Ar-

nie Jacobson, Suzan 
Jank, Rod and Karen 

Lorang, Dawn Payne, 

Stephanie Rager, Di-

ane Schrader, Chelsea 

Standley, Emily Stand-

ley, Don Weihe, Mar-

garet Wille, and Janet 

Zulfer. 

 
...Kelsea Townsend and 

Chad Shulewitz, who 
were married on No-
vember 18. 

 
...Melissa and Tim 

Lorang who were 
blessed with a healthy 
newborn daughter, 
Hope Dolores.  

 
...the depressed, the dis-

couraged, the unem-
ployed, and the lonely 
in our church family 
and our community. 

 
...our need to march to a 

(Continued on page 10) 

December is a good time to 
remember with a card some 
of our congregational mem-
bers who have limited mo-
bility. 
 

Myrene Abels 

3127 Fillmore St 
Omaha, NE 68112-1728 
 
Gloria Lee HighHawk 

C/O St. Joseph Villa 
2305 S 10 St 
Omaha, NE 68108 
 
Neena Kraemer-Solberg 
2521 N 60 St 
Omaha, NE 68104-4112 
 
Harry Sorensen 
12008 N 40 St 
Omaha, NE 68112 

Plan to use an Advent wreath in 
your home with four candles. 
This will visually assist you in 
marking the four weeks of Ad-
vent waiting that precedes the 
celebration of Christ’s incarna-
tion. If you haven’t already done 
so, please pick up an Advent de-
votional book that is available 
one per family. 

Many thanks to all of you who contributed 
your time, your talents, and your financial re-
sources to carry out our Lord’s work here at 
Mount Olive during 2016. Special thanks to 
those of you who made pledges to God during 
our November stewardship emphasis. You make my job a 
pleasure, and I thank God for you. 
 

Max Williams, Director of Stewardship 



M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 6 

Thank You 

Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win, Sharon McDonald, 
Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for helping with the 
November Messenger.  
 
Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win for taking the finished 
newsletter to the downtown 
post office.  
 
A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care of 
all of the church’s recyclables. 
 
Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for weekly lend-
ing a hand in the church 
office. 

 
- Teresa Kuti 

  

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-
9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Please join the Mount Ol-
ive Sunday School in help-
ing collect mittens, gloves, 
scarves, and hats to donate 
to local charities. Please 
bring your new or gently 
used winter wear items to 
Mount Olive and add them 
to our mitten tree in the 
back of the church. Thank 
you!  

Mitten Drive 

Many thanks to Mary 

Hogue for donating the 
pumpkin Harvest decora-
tions for the outside of the 
church during the fall sea-
son.  

Thank You 

Would you like to help      
decorate the church with a 
poinsettia this year? The 
cost is $11.50. Use the 
sheet on the table in the 
narthex to sign up by De-
cember 18. Please indicate 
whether you would like to 
leave the poinsettia or take 
it with you.  

Poinsettia 
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A HUGE thank you to everyone that helped on October 25th at the Mount Olive Trunk or Treat 
event in the church parking lot. Thank you to the board of Evangelism for hosting the event, 
PFPR Board for publicizing the event, and Mary Hogue for presenting the idea and mobilizing 
everyone to get this event off to a great start! An estimated 100 neighborhood children and 
Mount Olive youth showed up in their Halloween costumes to walk through an inflatable spooky 
house, receive a gift bag, invitations to visit Mount Olive, and an assortment of treats. Those that 
decorated their trunks and handed out treats were: Galen and Marsha Behr, Ruth Benish, Dixie 

Gerhart, Dustin and Mary Hogue, Aryanna Hogue, Annette Hurt, Becky Hurt, Paul and 
Betsy Kosch, Sharon McDonald, Mike and Connie Townsend and the Townsend sisters. 
Thank you also to everyone that donated candy and helped with set up and clean up for the event. 
Your donations of candy, help and time really helped make this event successful! 

Mount Olive took first place in the 
trivia contest at the Reformation 
birthday party for Martin Luther 
on Sunday, November 13. Way to 
go!! 
 
from left to right: Gloria 

Sorensen, Mark Sorensen, Arnie 

Jacobson, Jody Wells-Padron, 

Jill Clausen 
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OOOURURUR                                    

MMMISSIONARIESISSIONARIESISSIONARIES   

AAABROADBROADBROAD   
 
 Mt. Olive is helping to 
support two missionaries 
and their families who live 
abroad. We remember them 
periodically in our public 
prayer. We ask that you 
continue to support them 
financially with your regu-
lar gifts. Information about 
their work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an encour-
agement for your continued 
interest and support. For the 
year 2016 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

Box 803 

Mt. Hagen,  

Western Highlands 
Province 

Papua New Guinea 
lutz.travel@gmail.com 

 
Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 
david.bush@lcmsintl.org 

Join us for a fun fami-
ly evening of Carol-
ing, Cookies and Co-
coa. All ages and sing-
ing abilities are wel-
come! We will meet at 
the home of Paul and 
Jill Clausen (5476 
Clay Street) at 6:00 

p.m. on Sunday December 11th. We will spend about an hour 
caroling in the Raven Oaks neighborhood and then head back 
to the Clausens for refreshments. Any questions, please   
contact Jill at 402-650-5962 or  
paulandjill@cox.net. 

Youth Group 
Parents, if you need to get away 
from the kids to do some shop-
ping, house work or just need a 
break, plan to leave your kids at 
Mount Olive on Sunday, De-
cember 11th. The Youth Group will provide lunch, snacks 
and activities from 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. so you can get 
away for a few hours. Parents may drop off their children at 
the church for an hour, two hours, or for the whole time. 
There will be an adult present to help with any difficulties, 
but the youth will play and watch the children. There is not a 
set fee for this service but rather a free-will donation is re-
quested. Registration is encouraged but walk-ins are wel-
come! Please R.S.V.P. on the sign up sheet or by contacting 
Kristi Townsend at townsend.kristi@gmail.com, (402) 457-
9611 or by joining the Facebook event and leave a comment 
with the number of kids attending. 
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When Christmas is in the air, it’s easy to get 
caught up in the holiday spirit. We jam-pack 
our schedules—planning family gatherings, 
decorating and going shopping. In our busy-
ness, we often ask each other, “Are you ready 
for Christmas?” 
 
What if we asked ourselves (and others) a 
similar question from a different point of 
view? Something more like: “How am I pre-
paring for the arrival of Jesus?” This question 
encourages us to consider what we can do 
during the Christmas season to celebrate the 
birth of Christ. 
 
Five pastors started a project called the Ad-
vent Conspiracy (AdventConspiracy.org) to 
encourage their faith communities to focus on 
the arrival of Jesus rather than exchanging 
gifts. Here’s what they came up with: 
 
Worship fully: It’s the season to lay our bur-
dens down and lift up God’s greatness 
through passionate praise and worship. Psalm 
150 encourages us to praise God however 
we’d like—with our voices, a trumpet, cym-
bals or by dancing. Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord! 
 
Spend less: Spending less doesn’t mean to 
stop giving gifts! But if spending outside of 

our budget goes on a credit card, the joy of 
giving ends up being a burden of debt. By 
setting limits and spending wisely, we’ll have 
more money to give later. 
 
Give more: The best things in life are free. 
Instead of buying someone a gift, perhaps the 
best thing we can give someone is our time 
and attention. For you, this may look like 
planning a date night or spending time on the 
floor playing a board game with your kids. 
Your presence is much more valuable than 
presents. 
 
Love all: Love is the ultimate gift that we are 
free to give and to receive. If we don’t go 
overboard on holiday spending, we can use 
our funds to contribute to causes that help us 
show the love of Jesus in life-changing ways. 
Worshipping fully, spending less, giving 
more and loving all will help remind us of the 
true meaning of Christmas: That Jesus is the 
reason for the season! 
 
This article provided compliments of Thrivent 
Financial and Sarah Jank, Financial Associ-
ate, 402.905.4229, sarah.jank@thrivent.com. 

Ready or 
Not? 
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address: 

Kelsea (Townsend) Schulewitz: 4609 N 136 St, Omaha NE 
68164 

D I R E C T O R Y  C H A N G E S 

These Sunday School students had perfect    
attendance in November.  
 
Congratulations!! 

Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek —        
Pre-school 

 
Alea Wegner —PreK & K 

 
Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah 

Lorang, Reagan Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd 
 
Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, —4th/5th/6th 
 
Aryanna Hogue —7th/8th 

different drummer in 
this season of excess 
and empty merry-
making. 

 
...all the Christians suffer-

ing persecution around 
the globe. 

(Continued from page 5) Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska (LFS) is a faith-based, 
not-for-profit, multi-service human care organization with loca-
tions across Nebraska and in Council Bluffs, Iowa. It’s mission 
is to express God’s love for all people by providing quality hu-
man care services that build and strengthen individual, family 
and community life. The organization serves over 45,000 in 
Nebraska and the metro-area annually. LFS offers services in 
three areas including: children services which includes preven-
tion and early intervention programs, permanency and well-
being services, and children’s behavioral health services; com-

munity services which is direct support services for refugees, 
immigrants, and victims of human trafficking; behavioral health 

services which identify and help treat mental health and sub-
stance use issues as well as information, support and coping 
skills. An envelope for your contribution will be included in the 
December 18 bulletin.  
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