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In Germany, Luther is honored as a national hero whose translation
of the Bible into German influenced the development of the modern
German language.

L U T H E R A N

His theses were distributed all throughout Europe thanks to the fairly
new development of the printing press. Martin Luther continued to
teach the truth of God’s Word and speak against the errors of the
church. The church tried to get him to stop and he was even forced
into hiding. But his words would prevail and as far as Luther was
concerned, he did not bring about the events of the Reformation. He
did nothing, he said. The Word did everything.
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Messenger

All that matters is Christ. The problem
that Martin Luther recognized in the
Church of his day was that a horrible reversal had taken place: everything except
for Christ mattered. Buying indulgences,
performing good works, and praying to
the saints had all but replaced Christ Jesus. Luther, and the others involved in
the Reformation, reoriented the Christian
faith so that it was all about Christ.
Luther, having learned from Scripture of
God’s righteousness granted through
faith in Christ, began to preach against
buying and selling indulgences. He composed 95 theses, or statements for debate,
against indulgences. On October 31, 1517, he posted his theses on
Wittenberg’s Castle Church door, which served as a town and university bulletin board. He sent copies to church leaders, encouraging
them to stop the sale of indulgences.
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In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis
said, “If you read history, you will find that
the Christians who did most for the present
world were precisely those who thought most
of the next. It is since Christians have largely
ceased to think of the other world that they
have become so ineffective in this.”
Martin Luther is a good example. He thought
ceaselessly of how he could stand before God
one day and be declared righteous. It drove
him to the monastery, to endless confessions,
self-flagellation, fasting, and other human
attempts to make God happy with him. All
his efforts failed to give him a clean conscience. The more he tried, the more troubled
he became. Thoughts of the next world filled
him with dread. For at that time God appeared to him to be a harsh taskmaster who
could never be satisfied.
Then Luther grappled with Romans 1:17:
“For in [the Gospel] the righteousness of
God is revealed through faith for faith; as
it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will
live by faith.’” He had been taught that “the
righteousness of God” was the wrath of God
against sinners. The more he studied this passage it became clear to him that “the righteousness of God” or acceptance with God
was a gift from God through faith for faith. It
was not the result of human activity or
achievement. With that fresh perspective,
Luther wrote: “Then the entire Holy Scripture became clear to me, and heaven itself
was opened to me.” Now Luther was set free
to serve God joyfully in the here and now.
Trust in the suffering, death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, for us sinners and
we boldly live to serve our neighbors.
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Such faith,
which itself
is a gift of
God to us by
the work of
the Holy
Spirit, set in
motion for
Luther a life
that changed
the course of
Christianity
in the West.
We Lutherans are heirs
of his work. Since we are saved by grace
through faith in Christ, we don’t worry about
the “Day of the Lord.” We know the next
world lies beyond death and grave. Our future is secure by God’s promise. We now
devote ourselves to our various vocations as
spouse, parent, child, worker, boss, citizen,
church member, and neighbor as God’s representative. We act gratefully for all that
Christ has done for us. Our life is one giant
“thank you” to him. We are mindful that this
world is not all there is, but we treat our life
now as important because it connects to our
eternal future.
This is our heritage as Lutherans. Take advantage of opportunities that are coming in
the next twelve months here at Mount Olive
to learn even more. Sunday morning Bible
class, bulletin inserts, videos, and citywide
events are some of those ways. It is because
we have a retirement plan that is out of this
world, we are free now to live for Christ, to
Christ (in others), and as Christ.
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr.
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Luther’s
Birthday
Party
To help celebrate Reformation, you are invited to the German
American Club (3717 South 120 Street) on Sunday, November 13, from 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. to remember the birthday
of Martin Luther. Here is the itinerary.



2:00 p.m. - Doors Open



2:30 p.m. - Children’s choirs singing plus a group from
Minneapolis



3:15 p.m. - German singers and dancers from the Club



4:00 p.m. - Martin Luther impersonator program



4:30 p.m. - Trivia Contest

A German meal will be available all day for a free-will donation as are the children’s games. Available to purchase are
German items from the club, Tetzel’s Pretzels, and t-shirts.

Please come on Saturday, October
8, from 9:00 a.m. to noon for a
work day. There are various jobs
inside and outside the church.
Bring work gloves and prepare to
get a little dirty. There will be jobs
for all skill levels, so bring your
whole family. Many hands make
light work. And honestly, who
wants to miss out on all this fun?!?
A light breakfast of juice and pastries will be served.
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OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD
Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2016 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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The Mount Olive Book Club met in September to pick out books for the upcoming year.
Bonnie White was our host and Lois Barr
provided dessert. We tried to find as many
titles as possible that are available through the
Omaha Public Library as Book Club Kits.
These kits include 10 copies of the book, a
discussion guide, and an extended check out
period.
The book chosen for October is A Lasting Impression by Tamera Alexander. Claire Laurent’s greatest aspiration is to paint something
that will bring her acclaim. Yet her father insists she work as a copyist. A forger. She is
forced to flee her home and her past. Finding
herself among the elite of Nashville society,
Claire struggles to discover God’s plan for her.
She learns that what you see on the outside is
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not who a person is. People
she had loved and trusted
her whole life betray her.
Lives that were torn apart by
the war can slowly be rebuilt with God’s help. Set at
Nashville's historic Belmont
Mansion, a stunning antebellum manor built by Adelicia Acklen, A Lasting Impression is a sweeping love story about a nation mending after war, the redemption of
those wounded, and the courage of a man and
woman to see themselves--and each other--for
who they really are.
Our next meeting will be October 11, at the
home of Lois Barr. Liz Matson will provide
dessert.

Rally Sunday was particularly special for
one of our Sunday School teachers this
year. In 1985, Jill (Zulfer) Clausen
taught her very first year of Sunday
School. Her class included Rachel
(Jank) Misiolek. Thirty-one years later,
Jill’s Sunday School class included Evelyn Misiolek, the daughter of Rachel and
Jeff Misiolek.
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Canvas, Corks and Crackers!

Canvas, Corks and Crackers!

It’s back! Join us Saturday, October 8th, at 2:00 p.m. in Luther Hall. We will provide appetizers,
drinks and the materials you need to take home a small canvas painting of an autumn mum! A
lovely addition to the seasonal flower painting we did last year. No experience necessary. Our
Artist-in-Residence, Marilyn Beig, will guide us in making our creation. If you already like to
paint in acrylics, you are welcome to bring your own brushes. Please sign up in advance by
emailing paulandjill@cox.net or the church office at mountolv@msn.com. Call Marilyn Beig at
402-453-6248 or Jill Clausen at 402-650-5962 if you have any questions. Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship.
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Calling all past North High Vikings and anyone who thinks high school football is
truly the Friday night way of life. This will be our second year of being a part of the
North High homecoming parade. We will be giving away free bags of popcorn to the
students and everyone that is there. This is another way for our church to reach out
and be a part of the neighborhood. North’s homecoming parade will be held on October 21, 2016. It starts at 1:00 p.m. so we will gather at church at 12:15 pm and then head up to
30th street to set up. Prepare for a fast-paced hour or so. Come enjoy an actual high school
homecoming parade and share smiles and give out free popcorn. Go Vikings!
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- Laura Hogan, class of ‘68, Outreach Evangelism
Please join your fellow Mount Olive movie
buffs on Friday night, October 14, at 7:30
p.m. We will be showing the movie “Luther.”
Luther is the 2003 biopic about the life of Martin Luther (1483-1546) starring Joseph Fiennes.
It was an independent film partially funded by
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. The film covers Luther’s life from his becoming a monk in
1505 to the Diet of Augsburg in 1530. The film
brings the story of Martin Luther to life, starting
with a violent thunderstorm where Luther commits his life to God and becomes a monk. Luther posts his 95 theses and ends up in hot water
with Pope Leo X. Luther’s trials and excommu-

nication, his years in hiding,
his translation of the Bible
into German and his subsequent marriage to Katharina
von Bora are included in the
movie. The movie also stars
Alfred Molina, Jonathan Firth
and Peter Ustinov. The movie
runs 124 minutes. What a
great way to kick off your
Reformation celebration!
Popcorn and movie candy will be provided.
Circle the date!
- Dixie Gerhart, 402-602-3252
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Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain

Thank you to Bonnie White
for taking the finished newsletter to the downtown post
office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti

Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain

If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at

If you have a prayer
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townsend.kristi@gmail.com

Thank You

Thank you to Lorraine Irwin, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with the
September Messenger.
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Thank You
Mount Olive Neighborhood
Trunk or Treat
Tuesday, October 25, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
What is a Trunk or Treat? A safe and fun environment for
our neighborhood and congregational youth to trick or treat.
Kids will trick or treat from the trunks of our Mount Olive
members. The decorated vehicles will be parked in the church
parking lot. Vehicles will decorated and parked in the parking
lot by 5:30 p.m. for the safety of the kids.
Interested in helping? A sign-up sheet is in the back of
church for those wanting to decorate their vehicle for the
event. Just pick a theme, either trunk-elaborate or simple. Prizes will be awarded to the best decorated trunks.
Other ways to help? You can donate candy, pencils, stickers
or other goodies to hand out. We need help with supervision
of the event. We need help handing out flyers prior to the
event. We need our Mount Olive members coming and visiting and enjoying a fun evening with the neighborhood.
Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors!
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Goooooo Biiiiggggg Rrrrrreeeeeeeddddddd
GO BIG RED!!!!
A Mount Olive Husker Tailgate Party will be
held Saturday, October 29, 2016, at Paul and
Betsy Kosch’s house located at 12652 CR 36,
take HWY 133 towards Blair, NE.
The festivities begin at 5:30 P.M. The game against Wisconsin has a 6:00 P.M. start time. Hotdogs, brats, lemonade, ice
water and the makings for s’mores will be provided. Please
bring your favorite tailgate specialty! Bring your adult beverage of choice. Bring your own lawn chairs and blankets. This
is an OUTSIDE event. The Kosch’s will have a couple of fire
pits burning to keep everyone warm and to roast marshmallows, but remember it is still October 29th. In case of inclement weather, contact Paul Kosch at 402-253-7324.

LWML Omaha Tri-Zone Fall Rally
All women are invited on Saturday, October 15, at 1:30 p.m.
to the Peace International Center at 3314 S. 44th St. Registration begins at 1:00 p.m. Guest speakers include Rev. Eddie
Mekasha and two young missionaries Ben and Courtney who
will share their story about their trip to the Nile and Rift Valley Region.
The In-Gathering items include:
 non-perishable snack items such as granola or cereal bars,
crackers, fruit snacks, gummies, or cookies
 napkins, paper plates, cups
 children’s Bible-based DVDs for younger children. Common stories like Noah, Abraham, Moses, Paul’s journeys,
etc.
 children’s games
 school supplies
 ground coffee, non-dairy creamer, sugar, and Splenda
 dedicated volunteers

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Carol Childers, Becky
Day, Bob Frazer, Arnie Jacobson, Rod and
Karen Lorang, Mike
McGrath, Dawn
Payne, Mary Seefus,
Don Weihe, Pearl
Wiley, and Janet
Zulfer.
...the family of our sister
in Christ, Elvira Frazer, who mourns her
death.
...Cindy Wheeler and
her husband Andrew,
who were blessed with
twin daughters on September 15.
...Teresa Kuti’s fourteen
years of service as our
church office secretary.
...our fall Adult Information Class.
...the “lost” people whose
burden we carry.
(Continued on page 8)
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Mission U:
Equipping to Share Everyday Evangelism
Lunch provided (free-will offering to cover
lunch and other expenses)
Saturday, October 15, 2016
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Being mature in Christ
means that we also are
intentional in sharing
Christ with others. Unfortunately, as Lutheran
Christians we are not
always so good at
sharing our faith outside
the four walls of the

Page 8

church. For the sake of the Kingdom, we need
to change that! Plan now to set aside Saturday, October 15, 2016, to attend an outreach
training workshop from MISSION U, a program of Lutheran Hour Ministries. You are
invited to join your brothers and sisters at Pacific Hills Lutheran Church and become
equipped through this one-day event to fulfill
our mission with boldness. Learn to overcome
fear and to effectively share your faith within
three relationship models: brief encounters,
close relationships, and in times of crisis. To
register please call Pacific Hills Lutheran
Church at 402-391-9625 or leave an e-mail
message with Pastor Bryan Drebes at bryandrebes@pacifichillslutheran.org

Many thanks from the Board of Church Properties to the following
people for their service:
 Ray Hogan for donating a lot of metal and having his friend,
Carl Sedlacek, weld a new outdoor church sign. Thanks to
Mike Townsend, Sr. for renewing the electrical that makes it
work. Mike also helped to install the sign back on the church
lawn. Thanks to Rich Wismont and Ray Hogan who also gave
a helping hand. These guys are always there to help when asked.
 to Gary Jacobson for repairing a broken hymnal rack and reattaching it to the back of the
pew (it needed a second repair)
 to Dan Hurt and Ron Hurt for replacing a burned out bulb on the back of the building
which was pretty high up and no easy feat
 to the Youth Bible Class for moving items out of the nursery after class on August 21st so
work could be done in there to remove the wall to enable the heating/AC contractors to remove and replace HVAC equipment that's behind the wall.

(Continued from page 7)

...our need to develop relationships with
those who don’t know Christ.

....thanksgiving for the 89th anniversary of
Mount Olive on October 19.
...gratitude for the saving news of Jesus
Christ which we have to share.
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Ready, Set,
Action!
In Acts 2, it says, “All the believers were together and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” The disciples encouraged
the people in the early church to share what
they had with each other. The one who owned
a house would open it to those who needed
shelter. The one who had a lot of food would
share with a family who didn’t. And they
weren’t just sharing material things—they ate
meals with one another, cared for those who
were sick, worshipped together and collectively loved Jesus.
What a wonderful example they’ve left us!
It’s so easy to get wrapped up in our own
lives that sometimes we forget about
helping others. What if we used our creativity to show God’s love to the world by
following the example in Acts? You can
use the same steps that the people of the
early church did:

need in the community and determine
how you can meet that need.
Step three: Put together an action plan.
Who will lead the project and communicate with the team? What materials are
needed? How will it be promoted?
Step four: Take action!
Thrivent Action Team projects are one great
way Thrivent Financial helps its members live
generous lives and be wise with money.
Thrivent members can apply online to lead a
Thrivent Action Team. Once your project is
approved, you’ll receive your own Thrivent
Action Team Kit, packed with T-shirts, promotional tools and even $250 of seed money
to jumpstart your idea! Get started at
Thrivent.com/actionteam.
This article provided compliments of Thrivent
Financial and Sarah Jank, Financial Associate, 402.905.4229, sarah.jank@thrivent.com.
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Chesney Kosch, Benjamin Lorang, Evelyn
Misiolek — Pre-school
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Samuel Lorang —PreK & K
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Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang
— 1st/2nd/3rd
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Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend, Grant
Wegner —4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had perfect
attendance in September.
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Aryanna Hogue, Bella Wegner —7th/8th

Congratulations!!
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death:

Elvira Frazer, September 22, 2016

Elvira Frazer, September 22, 2016

Upcoming Neighborhood Events/Needs

Upcoming Neighborhood Events/Needs



Celebrate the Advent season with Christmas at Concordia, presented by the student musicians of Concordia University, Nebraska. Concerts are December 2 through 4 at St. John
Lutheran Church in Seward. Admission is free, but tickets are required. Registration for concert tickets will be online starting at 1:00 p.m. (CST) on October 22 at
christmasatconcordia.net. Registration will be open as long as tickets are available.
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christmasatconcordia.net. Registration will be open as long as tickets are available.



A part-time position is available at Bethany Lutheran Preschool on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9:00 a.m. to noon, November 1 through mid May. Assist the preschool teacher in supervision of the children. Call Bethany Lutheran Church for an application.
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You are invited to the annual Harvest Festival on Sunday, October 23, 2016, at Lamb of
God Lutheran Church at 1010 West Lincoln in Papillion from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m. Chili, potato soup, chicken/wild rice soup, hot dogs, vegetable salads, and soft drinks will be served.
Ticket prices are $5.00 for anyone over age 5. Children under age 5 are free. You can purchase a second ticket for $2.00 for a second bowl of soup. If you are still hungry, desserts
will be for sale at the bake sale table along with gift items.
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