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A strange and wonderful irony emerges in all three of today’s Readings. The
lost are found, whereas those who think they have found God, yet continue to
mistreat others, are revealed to be the ones who are actually lost. There is a
warning in this for us, who are tempted at times to think that we know God
entirely, that we are the righteous and by our good behavior deserve God’s
love. Like the fat and strong sheep in Ezekiel, like Saul the smugly selfrighteous persecutor, and like the grumbling scribes and Pharisees in Luke, we
are tempted to mistreat those we see as lost, strayed, and weak. We are
reminded that God Himself comes into the world to seek and to find the lost,
the strayed, the weak, and that God rejoices with great joy when a lost sheep is
found. The Church is to be a place where sinners are welcome and where lives
are transformed by the relentless love of Jesus, who is always seeking the lost.
PRELUDE
WELCOME

September 11, 2016

A strange and wonderful irony emerges in all three of today’s Readings. The
lost are found, whereas those who think they have found God, yet continue to
mistreat others, are revealed to be the ones who are actually lost. There is a
warning in this for us, who are tempted at times to think that we know God
entirely, that we are the righteous and by our good behavior deserve God’s
love. Like the fat and strong sheep in Ezekiel, like Saul the smugly selfrighteous persecutor, and like the grumbling scribes and Pharisees in Luke, we
are tempted to mistreat those we see as lost, strayed, and weak. We are
reminded that God Himself comes into the world to seek and to find the lost,
the strayed, the weak, and that God rejoices with great joy when a lost sheep is
found. The Church is to be a place where sinners are welcome and where lives
are transformed by the relentless love of Jesus, who is always seeking the lost.
PRELUDE

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON
Stand
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RINGING OF THE CARILLON
Stand

GATHERING

GATHERING

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.

INVOCATION
OPENING SENTENCES

INVOCATION

(Ezekiel 34:15-16)

Thus says the Lord GOD: I will seek the lost.
We thank You, O Lord!
I will bring back the strayed.
We adore You, O Lord!
I will bind up the injured.
We praise You, O Lord!
I will strengthen the weak.
We worship You, O Lord!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(based on Ezekiel 34)

OPENING SENTENCES

(Ezekiel 34:15-16)

Thus says the Lord GOD: I will seek the lost.
We thank You, O Lord!
I will bring back the strayed.
We adore You, O Lord!
I will bind up the injured.
We praise You, O Lord!
I will strengthen the weak.
We worship You, O Lord!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(based on Ezekiel 34)

Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to You.

Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to You.

Silence is kept for meditation and self-examination.

Silence is kept for meditation and self-examination.

We confess,
captive to sin, we have sinned against You, mighty God, in thought, word,
and deed.
When we have treated the lost not with compassion but with condemnation,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
When our joy has been in our purity, our possessions, our reputations, and our
uprightness,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
When we have neglected to care for the poor, the strayed, the weak, and have
instead mocked them,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
When we have swerved from love that comes from a pure heart, a good
conscience, and a sincere faith,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Bring us to
repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, those of which we are aware and those
we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You alone can find us
and restore us.
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Thus says the Lord GOD, I will rescue My sheep from all the places where they
have been scattered, and I Myself will be their shepherd. Almighty God in His
mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Chief of Sinners though I Be
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Amen.
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Chief of Sinners though I Be
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Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die,
As the branch is to the vine, I am his, and he is mine.

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die,
As the branch is to the vine, I am his, and he is mine.

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love! Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity.
Love that found me - wondrous thought - Found me when I sought him not.

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love! Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity.
Love that found me - wondrous thought - Found me when I sought him not.

Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
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Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is All-in-All to me;
All my wants to him are known, All my sorrows are his own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with him from earthly strife.

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is All-in-All to me;
All my wants to him are known, All my sorrows are his own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford By your Spirit and your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
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Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

HYMN OF PRAISE

HYMN OF PRAISE

Congregation

Congregation

Cantor: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and
glory are his.
Refrain
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glory are his.
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Cantor: Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing,
honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
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Sit

Sit

WORD

WORD

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Ezekiel 34:11-24
The Lord will rescue His sheep and lead them to eternal life.

Ezekiel 34:11-24
The Lord will rescue His sheep and lead them to eternal life.

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there
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they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on
the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will
make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. As for you, my
flock, thus says the Lord God: I shall judge between sheep and sheep, between
rams and goats: Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, but you
must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture? When you drink of clear
water, must you foul the rest with your feet? And must my sheep eat what you
have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have fouled with your feet?
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and
wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I,
the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them;
I, the Lord, have spoken.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 119:169-176

(antiphon v. 176)

Cantor: I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your | servant,* for I do not forget
your com- | mandments.
Cantor: Let me cry come before you, | O Lord;* give me understanding according | to
your word!
Let my plea come be- | fore you;* deliver me according | to your word.
Cantor: My lips will | pour forth praise,* for you teach me your | statutes.
My tongue will sing | of your word,* for all your command- | ments are
right.
Cantor: Let your hand be ready to | help me,* for I have chosen your | precepts.
I long for your salvation, | O Lord,* and your law is | my delight.
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Cantor: Let my soul live and | praise you,* and let your just decrees | help me.
I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your | servant,* for I do not
forget your com- | mandments.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your | servant,* for I do not forget
your com- | mandments.
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SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

1 Timothy 1:(5-11) 12-17
Christ Jesus came into the world for sinners.

1 Timothy 1:(5-11) 12-17
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[But the aim of such instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good
conscience, and sincere faith. Some people have deviated from these and
turned to meaningless talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, without
understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make
assertions. Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately. This
means understanding that the law is laid down not for the innocent but for the
lawless and disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the unholy and profane,
for those who kill their father or mother, for murderers, fornicators, sodomites,
slave traders, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to the sound
teaching that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he
entrusted to me.] I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened
me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But
I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the
utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in
him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God,
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: There is joy in the presence of the an- | gels of God* over one sinner | who
repents.
(Luke 15:10)
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repents.
(Luke 15:10)

HOLY GOSPEL
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Luke 15:1-10
Parable of the lost sheep and the lost coin.

Luke 15:1-10
Parable of the lost sheep and the lost coin.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus].
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “Which
one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?
When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninetynine righteous persons who need no repentance. Or what woman having ten
silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house,
and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)
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SERMON

SERMON

How You, A Sinner, Will Bring Joy To God

Luke 15:1-10

How You, A Sinner, Will Bring Joy To God

Stand
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Amazing Grace
setting by Timothy Shaw

Luke 15:1-10

HYMN OF THE DAY

Green 448

Amazing Grace
setting by Timothy Shaw

Choir: Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see.

Choir: Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see.

Choir: The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures.

Choir: The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures.

Oh, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace.

Green 448

Oh, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace.

Choir: Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.

Choir: Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.

Choir: When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. Amen.

Choir: When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. Amen.

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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RECEPTION OF FIRST BIBLE

RECEPTION OF FIRST BIBLE

THANK YOU TO SUMMER STAFF

THANK YOU TO SUMMER STAFF

RECEPTION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

RECEPTION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

Sit

Sit

MEAL

MEAL

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward,
please stand.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward,
please stand.

MUSIC AT OFFERING

I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
setting by Sandra Eithun

MUSIC AT OFFERING

Piano

I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
setting by Sandra Eithun

OFFERTORY

Piano

OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and
dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and
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It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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You are indeed holy, . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, . . . in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…
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If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
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Savior, like a shepherd lead us; Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
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Early let us seek Your favor, Early let us do Your will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior, With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have loved us, love us still,
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have loved us, love us still.

Early let us seek Your favor, Early let us do Your will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior, With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have loved us, love us still,
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have loved us, love us still.
15

15

Sept. 11, 2016 (C)

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PR. 19)

DISMISSAL

Sept. 11, 2016 (C)

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PR. 19)

DISMISSAL
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Thanks be to God.
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-

RALLY SUNDAY ------------------------------- 10:20 A.M.
ADULT REFORMATION BIBLE STUDY ----- 10:20 A.M.
VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY -------------------------- 11:30 A.M.
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M.
MONDAY
- PASTOR’S BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP ------- 7:30 P.M.
TUESDAY
- MOUNT OLIVE BOOK CLUB ------------------- 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY
- CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M.
SUNDAY
- WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M.
HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall,
Pastor Jank will lead a new video-based Bible study - A Man Named Martin Part 1: The
Man. This begins our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Pick up a cup
of coffee and join us.
RALLY SUNDAY — Today we are kicking off the new Sunday school year. Classes are
provided for all children from 3 years old through high school. Students are encouraged to
invite a friend. This morning Albert Hogue will receive a Bible and this year’s staff for
Sunday School will be installed.
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS — Fall class begins today, September 11, 3:30 P.M.
NEW BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP — Eight Monday nights at 7:30 P.M. beginning Monday,
September 12. Pastor Jank will lead a small group of twelve in a biblical discussion of eight
questions that Jesus asked ranging from “What do you want?” to “Do you truly love me?”
To reserve your place, email the church office at mountolv@msn.com or call 402-455-8700.
CHURCH DIRECTORY — Pick up your 2016 church directory in the narthex.
VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY — Today at 11:30 immediately following the Christian Education Hour.
The year’s Planned Parish Program will be presented.
ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN — To celebrate its years of service, Thrivent Financial is matching
personal donations up to $24,000 made to the Orphan Grain Train for one day, Wed., Sept.
28, 2016. Gifts must be given through the website thrivent.com/orphangraintrain before
midnight central time on Sept. 28th and not before that date.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COLLECTION — During the month of Sept., a collection for victims
of domestic violence, specifically the Fred LeRoy Health & Wellness Center that serves the
Ponca Tribe and all Native Americans of Nebraska will be taken. Needs are baby products
(i.e. diapers wipes, formula bottles, etc.), hygiene items (i.e. shampoo, razors, deodorant,
personal hygiene items, etc.), socks, undergarments, hair products, and flip flops/shower
shoes. A collection box is in the narthex (back of church).
NEXT SUNDAY — The Omaha Marathon scheduled for next Sunday morning has its route
providing obstacles to your reaching Mount Olive. Please make plans accordingly.
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“Living H2O” Lutheran Campus Ministry will recreate this event by kidnapping area LCMS
Pastors including Pastor Jank on Saturday, October 29, 2016.
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Street) from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm until their congregations pay their ransom through donations to
Campus Ministry. Pastor Jank’s ransom will be $1000.00.
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Collections will be taken leading up to the abduction as well as on the day. To make a donation,
fill out the pledge card and put in the offering plate. You are welcome to include your check
with the pledge card. Donations can also be made in person by cash or check on the day of the
abduction by visiting “The Gathering Place”. If you would like to pledge over the phone or via
email, please contact Don, campus ministry coordinator at 402-578-4177 or by email at
don@living-h2o.org
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