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We go through life accumulating things and friends and reputation. Too often we 
make decisions based on how well we will be able to hold on to them. At those 
times, Moses’ and Jesus’ words “Ready to give up?” are a challenge to us. Are 
you ready to give up your allegiance to people, possessions, and self in order to be 
given something much greater we do not deserve—the grace of God and the 
promised land, heaven itself? Although the faith-informed decision might seem 
fraught with dangerous cross-bearing, it is the natural thing for the believer. 

 
P R E L U D E  

 
W E L C O M E    Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 
R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 

 

 

 
I N V O C A T I O N  

W E L C O M E  T O  M O U N T  O L I V E   

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
 

7301 North 28th Avenue 
Omaha, Nebraska 68112-2816 

 

Sunday Worship ........................................................... 9:00 A.M. 
Education Hour ........................................................... 10:20 A.M. 
Church Office – 402-455-8700 ................... FAX – 402-455-8701 
Email: MountOlv@msn.com Website: mountoliveomaha.com 

 
Welcome to worship this Labor Day weekend. May God bless the work of 

our hands to his glory, this week and always.  

 
Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

G A T H E R I N G  
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 When the people of Israel were about to enter the Promised Land, as we shall 
hear, Moses challenged them to obey the commandments, statutes, and rules of 
the Lord. 
We confess that we have failed to obey in our thinking, speaking, and 

acting. Our hearts have turned away from God, our ears have become 

deaf to His Word, and we have put other things in His rightful place. 

Show us Your grace and mercy, Lord our God. 

Moses invited the people to choose life, Paul urged freedom for a slave, and 
Jesus called everyone with ears to hear His Word. 
But we are by nature sinners, incapable of choosing good without the help 

of our gracious God. For Jesus’ sake, heavenly Father, forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us that we might faithfully follow our Savior in all that we 

think, do, and say. 

God had promised the Israelites the Promised Land, and Jesus’ carrying His 
cross through death to life has opened the door to the eternal promised land of 
heaven to all who call on Him for grace and mercy. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Church of God, Elect and Glorious Tune: Abbot’s Leigh (719) 
 
Church of God, elect and glorious, Holy nation, chosen race; 

Called as God’s own special people, Royal priests and heirs of grace: 

Know the purpose of your calling, Show to all His mighty deeds; 

Tell of love that knows no limits, Grace that meets all human needs. 

 

God has called you out of darkness Into His most marv’lous light; 

Brought His truth to life within you, Turned your blindness into sight. 

Let your light so shine around you That God’s name is glorified 

And all find fresh hope and purpose In Christ Jesus crucified. 

 

Once you were an alien people, Strangers to God’s heart of love; 

But He brought you home in mercy, Citizens of heav’n above. 

Let His love flow out to others, Let them feel a Father’s care; 

That they too may know His welcome And His countless blessings share. 
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Church of God, elect and holy, Be the people He intends; 

Strong in faith and swift to answer Each command your Master sends: 

Royal priests, fulfill your calling Through your sacrifice and prayer; 

Give your lives in joyful service Sing His praise, His love declare. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  

Congregation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cantor: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 
glory are his. Refrain 

 

Cantor: Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, 
honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 Refrain 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 
 

 
 
 
 

F I R S T  L E S S O N   

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

The crucial alternatives of life and death. 
 
 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you 

obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you 

today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 

commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 

numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are 

entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are 

led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today 

that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 

the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you 

today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose 

life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, 

obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 

days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 

ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  1  (antiphon v. 6)  

 
 
 
 

Cantor: For the Lord knows the way of the | righteous,* but the way of the wicked will 
| perish. 

Cantor: Blesséd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* nor stands 
in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

 but his delight is in the law | of the Lord,* and on his law he meditates | 

day and night. 
Cantor: He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not | wither.* In all that he does, he | prospers. 
The wicked | are not so,* but are like chaff that the wind | drives away. 

Cantor: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,* nor sinners in the 
congregation of the | righteous. 
for the Lord knows the way of the | righteous,* but the way of the wicked 

will | perish. 
 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: For the Lord knows the way of the | righteous,* but the way of the wicked will 
| perish. 5 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Philemon 1:1-21 

Paul writes to his friend Philemon about a runaway slave. 
 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our dear 

friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and 

to the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my 

God because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord 

Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you 

perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy 

and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 

refreshed through you, my brother. For this reason, though I am bold enough in 

Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the 

basis of love and —I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of 

Christ Jesus. — I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 

have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now 

he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own 

heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service 

to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 

nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary 

and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you 

for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but 

more than a slave, a beloved brother —especially to me but how much more to 

you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if you consider me your partner, 

welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or 

owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my 

own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 

Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 

Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 

do even more than I say.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

Stand 
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Cantor: Let your face shine up- | on your servant,* and teach | me your statutes.  
  (Ps. 119:135) 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 14:25-35 
Discipleship requires a cost. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus]; and he turned and said to them, 

“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does 

not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 

whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 

and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage 

war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able 

with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 

delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become 

my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. Salt is good; but if salt has 

lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is fit neither for the soil nor for 

the manure pile; they throw it away. Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 

Sit 

S E R M O N  

Count The Cost Luke 14:25-35 

 
Stand 
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H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

How Clear Is Our Vocation Lord Tune: Repton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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. . . one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
Sit 

 
 
 
 
 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 
 

M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  Organ 

 
O F F E R T O R Y  

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
cantor - first time, congregation - second time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Blessed are you, 
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  
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E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

You are indeed holy, . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, . . . in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven.… 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

Come, be fed, be healed. 
Amen. 

Sit 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
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You are indeed holy, . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, . . . in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 
B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

O Jesus, I Have Promised Green 503 
 
O Jesus, I have promised To serve you to the end; 

Remain forever near me, My master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle If you are by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway If you will be my guide. 

 

Oh, let me feel you near me; The world is ever near. 

I see the sights that dazzle, The tempting sounds I hear. 

My foes are ever near me, Around me and within; 

But, Jesus, then draw nearer To shield my soul from sin. 

 

Oh, let me hear you speaking In accents clear and still 

Above the storms of passion, The murmurs of self-will. 

Now speak to reassure me, To hasten or control; 

Now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 

 

O Jesus, you have promised To all who follow you 

That where you are in glory Your servant shall be too. 

And Jesus, I have promised To serve you to the end; 

Oh, give me grace to follow, My master and my friend. 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Christ is with you! 
Thanks be to God.  
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (Year C): Ezekiel 34:11-24;  
 Psalm 119:169-176; 1 Timothy 1:(5-11) 12-17; Luke 15:1-10 
 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Bella Wegner 
ASSISTING MINISTER ----------------------------------------------- Mikale Townsend, Jr. 
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang 
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS --------------------------------------- Robbie & Tamra Moffett, Sr. 
LECTOR --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Marsha Behr 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
MONDAY - LABOR DAY/CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
TUESDAY - PASTOR JANK 42ND ANNIVERSARY 
WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 
THURSDAY - ALL BOARDS MEETING ------------------------ 7:00 P.M. 
FRIDAY - FRIDAY NIGHT FLIX ---------------------------- 7:30 P.M. 
SUNDAY - WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
  RALLY SUNDAY ------------------------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY -------------------------- 11:30 P.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead 
the Adult Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall. This week we finish our discussion of “The 
End of Time.” Pick up a cup of coffee and join us. 

ALTAR FLOWERS — The flowers in the chancel this morning are from Frank Sabatka in 
memory of his son, Jeff Sabatka.  

ADULT INFORMATION CLASS — Fall class begins next Sunday, September 11, 3:30 P.M. 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 110 
Communion ....................................................... 85 
Sunday School  .................................................. 18 
Staff ..................................................................... 7 

Bible Class ........................................................36 
Offering ......................................................... 4303 
Needed Weekly ............................................. 4861 
Specials .............................................................92 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 3 
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NEW BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP — Eight Monday nights at 7:30 P.M. beginning September 
12. Pastor Jank will lead a small group of twelve in a biblical discussion of eight questions 
that Jesus asked ranging from “What do you want?” to “Do you truly love me?” To reserve 
your place, email the church office at mountolv@msn.com or call 402-455-8700. 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS — Nearly 500 years ago, an unknown monk from a 
backwater town in Germany, set in motion a movement that would literally transform 
Western civilization. A Man Named Martin Part 1: The Man, a video-based Bible class, will 
begin Sunday morning, September 11. Make plans to join us as we begin our celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  

CHURCH DIRECTORY — Pick up your 2016 church directory in the narthex.  

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY — Next Sunday at 11:30 immediately following the Christian Education 
Hour. The year’s Planned Parish Program will be presented.  

ADULT CHOIR — Choir rehearsals begin this Wednesday at 7:45 P.M. An exciting, but 
challenging year is planned. The choir sings weekly and helps lead our worship. Adding your 
voice to others will multiply your joy and God’s service.  

FRIDAY NIGHT FLIX — Please join your fellow Mount Olive movie buffs this Friday night, 
September 9, at 7:30 p.m. The movie “42” will be shown. History was made in 1947, when 
Jackie Robinson broke the professional baseball race barrier to become the first African 
American MLB player of the modern era. “42” tells the life story of Robinson and his history-
making signing with the Brooklyn Dodgers under the guidance of team executive Branch 
Rickey. The movie is rated PG-13 and runs 128 minutes. Popcorn and movie candy provided. 

DIALOGUE TRAINING — Learn about the teachings of Islam in order to engage in faith-
sharing dialogues in casual conversations with Muslim coworkers, neighbors, classmates, 
etc. Pastor Emad Tawadrous, an Egyptian Christian, will lead this weekly training course on 
Wednesday evenings at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 7706 S. 96th Street in La Vista, 
beginning September 7, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the church’s Upper Fellowship Hall. There 
is no cost to attend. Contact Pastor Jim Haack at 402-331-7376 or jim@bslcomaha.org for 
more information.  

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN — To celebrate their 24 years of serving others, Thrivent Financial is 
matching personal donations made to the Orphan Grain Train for one day, Wednesday, 
September 28, 2016. Gifts must be given through the website thrivent.com/orphangraintrain 
before midnight central time on Sept. 28th and not before that date to count towards up to 
$24,000 of matching funds that Thrivent will provide.  

Praying for Our Parish in 2016 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

September 4 
Michael Wegner 

 September 10 
Marsha Behr 

September 10 
Maria Israel 
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