Independence Day Celebration
Sunday, July 3, 2016

FESTIVAL OF NATIONS
Please join Mount Olive and Peace International Center on Thursday, June 23, from 6-8 p.m. as we work together to host an evening
of food, train and pony rides, a petting zoo, games, and a creative
Bible lesson at Mount Olive to introduce our neighbors to Mount
Olive and Peace International. This is an evangelistic 2-hour festival
(Continued on page 10)
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Road 36, Blair, Nebraska,
68008. If you would like directions, please check out the flyer
on the north hallway bulletin
board. If you get lost, please
call 402-253-7324.
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At 10:00 p.m. “Big Bob’s Fireworks choreographed to Music
Extravaganza” will begin.
Come for the food or fireworks
or both! All are welcome.

www.mountoliveomaha.com

you like.
There
will be a
DJ with
music
and karaoke.
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Grilling will start at 6:00 p.m.
with hotdogs, brats, buns,
chips, salads, plates, utensils,
condiments, ice water and lemonade, all provided. You are
invited to bring a bag of chips
or dip or a dessert to share if
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You won’t want to miss the
fourth annual party held at the
Kosch’s residence on Sunday,
July 3, 2016, from 5:30 - 10:30
P.M. to celebrate Independence
Day. Mount Olive and all of its
family, neighbors and friends
are welcome to join in. There
will be jump houses for the
kids, a bonfire, trampoline
jumping, horseshoes, chicken
rides, swing sets, and lots of
food.
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Cancer is a dread disease. Several members
in our congregation are currently diagnosed
with it. My mother died of it. I suspect all of
us know someone who right now is fighting
it. When someone tells us that they have cancer, our ready response may be that we will
pray for him.
If we indeed pray as we say we will, how
exactly does one pray about cancer? Does
one ask for a miracle and somehow hope that
God will make cancer cells suddenly cease
acting like cancer cells? Does one pray that
God would guide the efforts of oncologists
and radiologists and surgeons?
What would happen if we didn’t pray?
Would the doctors’ efforts prove less effective? Does God have a prayer-intensity meter? Do readings on that meter determine
whether and where God’s intervention is
warranted or for whom chemotherapy will
succeed? Does a host of prayer warriors prevail upon God even as a single, faithful
child’s prayers go unheard?
Sometimes it seems as if we treat God like
some kind of cosmic employee of ours. He
stands ready to do our bidding, whether we
pray about misplaced files and crucial ball
games or cancer cures and plentiful rainfall.
Perhaps that is because we hear Jesus promise in Mark 11:24: “Whatever you ask for in
prayer, believe that you will receive it, and it
will be yours.” We read that the prayers of
the righteous are powerful and effective
(James 5:16), but that those of the wicked go
unheard (1 Peter. 3:12). But then none of us
are righteous, not even one, Paul declares in
Romans 3:10. That means, that at least theo-
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retically, nobody’s prayers get through despite the above promise.
Instead of using prayer as a tool for controlling my circumstances, maybe it is best to set
myself in God’s presence and cast myself
and my loved ones on God’s mercy. Then
“Lord, have mercy,” may be the best prayer.
Anne Lamott writes that the best prayers she
knows are “Help me, help me, help me” and
“Thank you, thank you, thank you.”
God certainly would be pleased if thanksgiving would predominate in our lives. Whether
death comes in a fiery crash or on a quiet
deathbed, I hope—and pray—that my last
words will be expressions of gratitude, not
screams of panic.
In his letter to the Romans, Paul reminds us
that the Spirit gives us words to pray in times
of trial and desperation (8:15). When we cry
out in times of darkness, we find that we are
not alone. As Martin Luther preached so often, Jesus descended into the depths of godforsakenness so that no matter how far any of
us might sink, even there he is Lord for us.
Jesus has shown us that in times of emptiness, when words fail us, it is a blessing to
remember God’s merciful response to us is
Jesus’ promise to be with us.
Death awaits us all. Then there will be utter
silence. And after that, singing. Once more
we shall have words, and countless ways of
giving thanks.
(Thank you to Fred Niedner for some of these
thoughts and words.)

—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr
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Mark Your Calendar!
Join us on Monday, July 18, through Friday,
July 22, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Our Vacation Bible School theme this year will be
“Barnyard Roundup: Jesus Gathers Us Together.” To register, please call the church
office at 402-455-8700. You will find VBS
registrations forms as a bulletin insert beginning June 19. We really appreciate early registration in order to properly prepare for your
child.
This year, your children will learn that Jesus
gathers us together! Kids can come early for
“bales of fun” games, followed by green pasture Bible stories, “udderly” cool crafts, and

“bountiful blessing” snacks.
They will learn
about how Jesus
graciously gathers us together to
be with Him
with His abundant provision
and saving protection, now and forever.
There is no cost to participate, so invite your
friends, family, neighbors, classmates, teammates, and playmates. Children ages 4 years
to 6th grade are welcome. VBS 2016 will be
“farm-tastic!”
- Jody Wells-Padron, VBS, Director
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Benefit for Carol Childers

Staff members are needed for Vacation Bible
School this year. We need people of all range
of skills. Can you teach children? Do you like
to play games? Do you have limited time and
can’t stay the whole evening? We need all of
you to make this year’s VBS a success! If you
would like to help, please call Jody WellsPadron at 402-453-1045. If you volunteer
early, you will get a free t-shirt that fits! This
year’s staff training session will be Sunday,
June 26, at 11:30 A.M. A light lunch will be
provided.
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As always, we need behind-the-scenes folks
to provide the items needed for snacks as well
as to bake cookies. The list will begin running
in the bulletin on June 26.

n Saturday, June 4th, from 1:00
- 5:00 p.m., a benefit will be
held for Carol Childers at the
Forgot Store (11909 Calhoun
Road). If you would like to donate a baked
good, please deliver it to the Forgot Store on
the day of the benefit. If you would like to
make a donation, please make the check payable to Carol Childers. You can either put it
in the offering plate or give it to Carol directly.
Carol's family invites you to “Come have
fun and food. Help us show Carol how much
she is loved.”
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Thank You Choir!!
We say thanks to God for all those who offered their musical
abilities to enhance our worship at Mount Olive during the
past nine months. We are particularly mindful of the Adult
Choir members who rehearse weekly so they can energize our
singing and help lead our praise and thanksgiving to God.
Thank you to Galen Behr, Mark Flemmer (cantor), Sarah
Jank (cantor), Suzan Jank, Paul Kosch, Joan Kowalski,
Melissa Lorang (cantor), Liz Matson, Peggy Posey, Lynne
Ridner, Rosalie Soodsma, Gloria
Sorensen, Mark Sorensen, Taylor
Thomas, and Bob Wegner. Rachel
Misiolek serves faithfully as accompanist. The choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September
7.

Check out Pacific Hills Lutheran
Church (90th & Pacific) free summer jazz concerts called Courtyard
Jazz. This annual event books top
jazz groups to play the third Sunday of June, July, and August. The dates are Sunday, June 19, July 17, and August 21,
at 7:00 P.M. This year the three acts are Luigi, Inc., Clark &
Company, and Matt Wallace.
Courtyard Jazz is open to all (unless inclement weather occurs, moving all inside). It is a time for great music (for free!)
performed by musicians of the area
in a casual setting
on your own lawn
chairs or blankets.
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SUMMER
SOLACE
For some, the summer
months bring to mind the
words of George Gershwin:
“Summertime, and the livin’
is easy.” For others, summertime signals the start of
stress time. That’s because
the summer months can
bring more anxieties due to
childcare issues, vacation
planning, moving to a new
home, or over-scheduling
the calendar to take advantage of all the outdoor
activities. When feelings of
worry or tension start to
mount, here are just a few
reminders from God’s Word
of his comfort and peace
and His promise to be with
us and help us during stressful times:
“When the cares of my heart
are many, your consolations
cheer my soul.” (Psalm
94:19)
“Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give to you. Not as
the world gives do I give to
(Continued on page 10)
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As you may know, missionary Sharon Owens has retired. In
her place, Mount Olive has adopted Rev. David and Mrs.
Barbara Bush who serve as career missionaries in Macau,
China. David serves as the director of the Concordia English
Center in Macau. As the Center's director, he supervises and
creates curriculum and oversees the staff and enables them so
they are able to be as effective as possible. He also works to
raise funds for the Center and its programs. In addition to
these duties, David provides guidance and assistance to the
Macau Lutheran Deaf Outreach.
Among many avenues of Christian service, David was base
chaplain to the 122nd Fighter Wing of the Air National Guard
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Barbara retired as a 1st Lieutenant after serving 25 years in the Civil Air Patrol.
Pray for David and Barbara as they serve in Macau and transition to life in Asia, learning new languages (Cantonese language and Chinese sign language) and the culture. Pray for
Barbara as she is deaf and is nervous about traveling (and
living) outside of the United States for the first time. Ask God
to keep them safe and that the Holy Spirit would open doors
of opportunity to share
the Gospel and plant
seeds of faith in the
hearts of those they encounter as they work and
live. Pray for God’s continued care of their four
grown children and 12
grandchildren.
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Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2016 our missionaries
abroad are:
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Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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Thank You
Thank You

Thank you to Lorraine Irwin, Nancy Jacobson, Sharon McDonald, and Barb
Stacy for helping with the
May Messenger.
Thank you to Lorraine Irwin and Barb Stacy for taking the finished newsletter to
the downtown post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti
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POBLO
We continue to assemble a
few bags of groceries for
our POBLO work with
families who are in need.
Items that can be used are:
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour,
cooking oil, dried beans,
jam, sugar-free peanutbutter, cookies, juice.
Please no canned vegetables or macaroni and
cheese. A receptacle for
such foodstuffs is in the
north hallway.

The Red Cross collected 12
units of blood at the drive at
Mount Olive on May 21st.
We had some issues with
getting a working printer
which delayed things somewhat; but after that was corrected, everything ran
smoothly. The Red Cross
thanks all of you who participated in this drive

Save the Date
Martin Luther Birthday
Party, Sunday, November
13, 2016, 2:00 - 7:00 P.M.,
German American Society,
3717 S. 120 St. Put this on
your calendar now.
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Thank You

This summer, if you can’t
make it to church due to
travel or other commitments, we encourage you
to automate your regular
donations. Mount Olive
relies on the consistent financial support of the congregation and electronic
giving offers an easy way
to give on a recurring basis. Pick up an authorization form. We thank you
for your continued support!

The North Circuit Summit
Steering Committee met on
May 21. The Committee
evaluated the Summit day
(April 16, 2016) and reviewed all participant responses.

Thank you to Annette
Hurt and Becky Hurt for
assisting in moving the rest
of the mulch around the
landscaping.
-Ron Hurt
Church Properties
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Need

Ushers and Greeters are
needed. The requirements
are one Sunday per month
and arriving 20 minutes
early before worship. Contact Mike Townsend, Sr.
at (402) 573-0846.

Mark your calendars now
for the North Circuit Summit II on September 24,
2016, from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. The summit will
focus on specific concerns
expressed by those who
attended the April Summit.
Thanks, and keep our work
AND the entire North Circuit in your prayers.
- Pastor Bill Moorhead,
Omaha North Circuit
Visitor

Health Ministry
Please help us welcome
Kaylee (Fly) Smith, RN to
our Health Ministry team.
She will be helping with
blood pressure screenings.

Rock-a-thon is a new event
which will be held at the
2016 Nebraska North District Convention. LWML/
COSMO members will
“rock” to help raise money
for mites. Would you consider donating? On the
north hallway bulletin
board, there is a pledge
sheet that you can fill out.
Please consider pledging no
later than June 12. Make
checks payable to Nebraska
North District LWML and
give them to Jody. Thank
you in advance.
- Jody-Wells Padron
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- Jody-Wells Padron
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RAISING FINANCIALLY FIT KIDS
The book of Proverbs is filled with practical
guidance for living a life rooted in the faith.
One well-known, often quoted verse is Proverbs 22:6, “Start children off on the way they
should go, and even when they are old they
will not turn from it.” In other words, if we
teach kids good practices and disciplines
when they’re young, those ideas will likely
stay with them for the rest of their lives.
As parents, we do our best to prepare the children in our lives for adulthood. We serve as
role models, we teach them about God’s love
and grace, how to be kind, have good manners
and treat others as we want to be treated. We
want them to be successful, to thrive and to
live abundant lives, yet many of us stop short
of teaching them basic money management.
We have good intentions—after all, they are
little and we don’t want to burden them with
such adult matters. But why not consider preparing them to develop solid values and good

money habits while they are still children? It
doesn’t have to be burdensome or complicated!
To support you in this, Thrivent Financial has
designed materials to assist you in having ageappropriate conversations around the financial
values you want your children to have. We’ve
simplified the conversation by creating three
basic money choices:
Sharing: We can share our money with
organizations and causes we care about,
such as our church or local food shelves.
Saving: We can save money for our goals,
such as a new bicycle or a college education.
Spending: We can spend our money
wisely on things we need and want, such
as food or a family vacation.
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One day, you’ll look at your kids and realize
they’ve grown up to be successful adults who
understand the importance of being good
stewards with the resources God has entrusted
to their care. And, for a parent, what could be
better than that?
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This article provided compliments of Thrivent
Financial and Sarah Jank, Financial Associate, 402.905.4229, sarah.jank@thrivent.com.
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M

any thanks to all those folks who volunteered to help out with
the Free Popcorn stand along the Florence Day Parade route.
Thankfully, Ray Hogan popped up a super huge bag of popcorn the night before, as we could not pop it fast enough for
the crowd on the day of the parade. Laura Hogan was our Popcorn Popping
Aficionado. Laura has a real passion for popcorn and people. Barb Stacy
and Jody Wells-Padron stood alongside Laura, lending her a helping hand
and handing out popcorn as fast as she could pop it. Luckily, Victor Padron was available to act
as “go-fer.” He made two trips to No Frills to pick up more popcorn cups. As usual, Arnie Jacobson and I gave a repeat performance of “Laurel and Hardy put up a Tent.” Two McDonald’s
customers (watching our antics) came to our rescue…as the tent somersaulted in the wind onto
30th Street. Zach and Roberto helped us grab the tent and secure the tent legs to the tables. Arnie, otherwise known as the “Duke of Duct Tape,” used up about half of my brand new roll.
Nancy Stierle was mobbed by kids as she tried to hand out Mardi Gras necklaces. We handed
out VBS magnets created by Kristi Townsend and snack bags of candy put together by Becky
Hurt. Arnie took at least a hundred pictures of the parade, the best ones are on the bulletin board
by the north doors. If you missed the parade, check out Arn’s pictures. It’s just like being there.
Sincere thanks to all.
-Dixie Gerhart

T

he Lutheran Women Ministries
League (LWML) District convention
is coming sooner than you think! Camp Luther and Jesus Our Savior Preschool/
afterschool program are the recipients of the
in-gathering. Below is a list of their needs and
wants. Our generosity assists them in carrying
out their respective ministries. Items will be
collected in the COSMO bin outside the restrooms in the north hallway. Please consider
donating any of these items.
Jesus Our Savior preschool/afterschool
program:
 Forever postage stamps
 Crayola pip-squeaks markers (50 count in
a telescoping tower)













5 oz. Dixie paper cups (found at WalMart)
Microwavable paper bowls (no
styrofoam)
Crayola jumble triangular shape crayons
Scotch thermal laminating pouches letter size
Religious foam craft kits
White and colored cardstock 8 1/2 X 11
Velcro dots
Colored copy paper 8 1/2 X 11
Money to purchase milk, cheese, yogurt,
and fresh fruits and veggies, tuition assistance
Non-perishable nutritious snacks
Gift cards to Target, Walmart, Sam’s
Club, Hobby Lobby or Staples
(Continued on page 10)
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Pre-school

Easton Kosch, Alea Wegner, Alex Wegner —PreK & K

Easton Kosch, Alea Wegner, Alex Wegner —PreK & K

Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Reagan Wegner — 1st/2nd

Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Reagan Wegner — 1st/2nd

Nelson Kosch, Grant Wegner, Kamree Townsend —3rd/4th/5th
Bella Wegner —7th/8th

D

I R E C T O R Y

C

These Sunday School
students had perfect
attendance in May.
Congratulations!!

you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be
afraid.” (John 14:27)

passes all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6,7)

“Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which sur-

“I have said these things to
you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will
have tribulation. But take
heart: I have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33)

(Continued from page 1)

for all ages designed to bring people to Mount Olive for worship and to Peace International for services such as citizenship
classes, sewing, or ethnic fellowship. All planning, materials,
food, etc. is being provided by Peace International. Our role is
to provide the facilities, publicity, and open arms and hearts to
our neighbors in need of a church home or the good news of
the Gospel.

Bella Wegner —7th/8th

D

H A N G E S

remove:
Brad Long: released to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Beatrice
(LCMS), May 11, 2016
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Camp Luther:
 Clorox or Lysol cleaning wipes
 Forever postage stamps
 White or colored cardstock 8 1/2 X 11
 Single-ply toilet paper
 Water/sand play toys
 Extra Large Aluminum
Rectangular roasting
pans
 Gifts cards: Amazon,
Menards, Walmart, Hyvee, Super Saver, or Nebraska fuel stations
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