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The Florence Days Parade will be held on Saturday, May 14, at 
1:00 p.m. This year Mount Olive and St. John are teaming up to 
participate in the parade. The theme for 2016 is “Taste of Flor-
ence.”  
 
We will work together with St. John to put together a float for the 
parade. We will meet at Miller Park at 10:00 A.M. on the day of 
the parade to decorate the float. We need volunteers to help deco-
rate, and to ride/walk in the parade, and of course, a lot of people 
in the crowd cheering for us.  
 
The Free Popcorn Give-a-way will continue on the grassy area in 
front of No Frills, just south of Jimmy Johns. We will have freshly 
popped popcorn to hand out as well as Mount Olive VBS magnets. 
Each year we hand out hundreds of cups of popcorn to the parade 
goers. They are always happy to see us. The weather is “usually” 
terrific and we have a lot of fun. We need volunteers to help man-
age the popcorn station. 
 
This is a great opportunity to 
see and be seen by our neigh-
bors. It says to our neigh-
bors, we’re here and we’re 
glad to be part of this neigh-
borhood, this community. 
We hope to have a good 
showing of volunteers since 
we are again doing this in 
partnership with St. John’s. 
Volunteer now and avoid the 
rush! If you have any ques-
tions, please talk to Sarah 

Jank. 

Annual Florence Days 
Parade & Popcorn 
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Psalm 23 is a favorite of many of us. “The 

Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 

maketh me to lie down in green pastures; . . . 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou 

art with me . . . Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the day of my life; and I 

will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” 

We hear those words often at funerals. They 
offer comfort to the living. But the words are 
also good news for us whenever any of us are 
insecure about the future or whenever any of 
us are terrified by what is happening in the 
world. 
 
The horrors of sin, evil, and death assault us 
every week. Think of the string of terrorist 
attacks in recent months in places like Paris, 
San Bernadino, Brussels and Lahore, Paki-
stan. In the world we live in there seems to 
be one terrorist attack after another. People 
don’t know what to say after these attacks, 
and they don’t know what to do. You see 
people gather at the sites where these atroci-
ties took place and place flowers and light 
candles. 
 
People are afraid. They want protection. 
They don’t want immigrants coming into 
their country. Terrorists might be among 
them. Lone white terrorists bring guns into 
shopping malls and movie theaters and high 
schools and fire into crowds. Politicians feed 
on these fears. They urge banning guns or 
propose stricter gun regulations. They tell us 
how tough they will be on those who commit 
these horrendous acts. Do any of us honestly 
believe that any of these measures will halt 
the cycle of violence? Even if ISIS would be 
rooted out? 

Perhaps the best we 
can do as God’s peo-
ple is light a few can-
dles and listen to the 
voice of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd. He 
promises that we will 
never be snatched out 
of the Father’s hand. 
Jesus Himself suf-
fered the terrors of 
arrest, midnight 
courts, flogging, crucifixion, and burial in a 
grave. But He was not snatched out of His 
Father’s hands. On the third day He rose 
again. 
 
Let us not forget the many Christian martyrs 
who have gone before us. These martyrs em-
braced the horrors they faced from their per-
secutors in imitation of Christ. By following 
Jesus’ way even unto suffering and death, 
they were washed clean in the blood of the 
Lamb of God and were filled with the resur-
rection life of Jesus. They were given eternal 
life by dying a death like Jesus. 
 
As we contemplate the horrors of this world, 
let us follow the Shepherd wherever he leads 
us, even through the valley of the shadow of 
death. Let us eat at the Table the Lord has 
prepared for us. Let us trust that no matter 
what happens, no matter what pain or grief or 
loss we experience in life, no matter our suc-
cesses or failures we experience--surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow us all the 
days of our life. And we shall dwell securely 
in the house of the Lord, forever! 
 

—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr 
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In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 
We remember in prayer 

 
...Carol Childers, Rod 

and Karen Lorang, 

Mike McGrath, Dawn 

Payne, Don Weihe, 

and Janet Zulfer. 

 
...our youth confirmation 

class - Robbie Mof-

fett, Jr., Kailyn 
Townsend, and Isabel-

la Wegner. 

 
...the English Language 

Learning (ELL) classes 
at Mount Olive that 
will continue in a mod-
ified way this summer. 

 
...our missionary work as 

individual Mount Olive 
Christians where God 
has placed us. 

 
...our Vacation Bible 

School July 18-22. 

GIVE BLOOD 

GIVE LIFE 
 

Mount Olive is hosting a 
Blood Drive on Saturday, 
May 21st, starting at 7:30 
A.M. and ending at 1:30 
P.M. Please contact Bonnie 

White at 402-496-7682 for 
an appointment. 
 
Many first-time donors 
come to their donation with 

a fear of needles but most 
find the donation process is 
easy and relatively painless. 
Here are some tips to help 
you make it through your 
first donation. 
 
Keep Your Eye on the 

Prize 
Focus on the lives you may 
be helping to save by do-
nating blood. By giving a 
single pint of blood, you 
may help save as many as 
three lives. You will feel 
just a slight pinch, and it’s 
over in seconds. The differ-
ence you can make may last 
a lifetime. 
 
Know What to Expect 
Make yourself familiar with 

(Continued on page 10) 

God’s blessings to all    
Lenten Dinner Volunteers. 
 
All of you who helped 
cook, serve, set tables, or 
clean are appreciated by 
your fellow members and 
the kitchen coordinators. Thank you to many kind, thought-
ful people that just helped whenever needed. 
 
God loves you and so do we. 
 

- Kitchen Coordinators 
Marilyn Beig, Joan Johnson 
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The Mount 
Olive Book 
Club will meet 
at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 
3rd, at the 
home of Mar-

cia Steckel-

berg. Marsha Behr will 
provide dessert.  
 
The book selection this 
month is Beloved Enemy by 
Al Lacy. Jenny's allegiance 
lay with the Confederate 
Army. But her heart be-
longed to the enemy. Faith-
ful to her family and the 
land of her birth, young Jen-
ny Jordan covers for her 
father's Confederate spy 
missions. But as she grows 
closer to handsome Union 
soldier Buck Brownell Jen-
ny finds herself torn be-
tween devotion to the South 
and her feelings for the man 
she is forbidden to love. 
Overwhelmed by pressure 
to assist the South, Jenny 
agrees to carry critical in-
formation over enemy lines. 
But when she is caught in 
Buck Brownell's territory, 
will he follow orders to exe-
cute the beautiful spy or 
find a way to save his Be-
loved Enemy? (Review from 

Amazon.com.) 
(Continued on page 10) 

R 
ock-a-thon is a new event which will be held 
at the 2016 Nebraska North District Conven-
tion. LWML/COSMO members will “rock” to 
help raise money for mites. Would you      
consider donating? Please contact  

 Jody-Wells Padron to pledge. 

 

Please join the LWML/COSMO in prayerfully and 
cheerfully giving extra in order to meet God’s goal 
for missions through the Nebraska North LWML 
District. Did you know that in order for us to meet 
our Mites goal for 2014-2016 on the district level 
we need to have an additional $44,000 in Mites? Did you 
know that any size check as well as paper cash will fit in a 
Mite box? Our “mite box” is the clear container in the win-
dow sill located in the narthex. Let’s see if we can reach be-
yond just our quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies and meet 
God’s goal for us! 
 
The grants yet to be paid: 

� Elementary and Secondary Education Tuition 
Assistance in the Nebraska District – $8,000 

� Homecoming for Shepherds of Sudan: First Year 
Seminary Education – $7,500 

� Camp Luther of Nebraska – Hispanic Youth 
Leadership and Discipleship – $10,000 

� Care for Church Workers in Nebraska – $8,000 
 

These grants along with the 25% of our collected Mites that 
go to the national Mites goal is what it will take for us to meet 

(Continued on page 10) 
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T he Lutheran Women Ministries 
League (LWML) District convention 

is coming sooner than you think! Camp Lu-
ther and Jesus Our Savior Preschool/
afterschool program are the recipients of the 
in-gathering. Below is a list of their needs and 
wants. Our generosity assists them in carrying 
out their respective ministries. Items will be 
collected in the COSMO bin outside the rest-
rooms in the north hallway. Please consider 
donating any of these items.  
 
Jesus Our Savior preschool/afterschool 

program: 

� Forever postage stamps 

� Crayola pip-squeaks markers (50 count in 
a telescoping tower) 

� 5 oz. Dixie paper cups (found at Wal-
Mart) 

� Microwavable paper bowls (no 
styrofoam) 

� Crayola jumble triangular shape crayons 

� Scotch thermal laminating pouches -   

letter size 

� Religious foam craft kits 

� White and colored cardstock 8 1/2 X 11 

� Velcro dots 

� Colored copy paper 8 1/2 X 11 

� Money to purchase milk, cheese, yogurt, 
and fresh fruits and veggies, tuition assis-
tance 

� Non-perishable nutritious snacks 

� Gift cards to Target, Walmart, Sam’s 
Club, Hobby Lobby or Staples 

 
Camp Luther: 

� Clorox or Lysol cleaning wipes 

� Forever postage stamps 

� White or colored cardstock 8 1/2 X 11 

� Single-ply toilet paper 

� Water/sand play toys 

� Extra Large Aluminum Rectangular 
roasting pans  

� Gifts cards: Amazon, Menards, Walmart, 
Hy-vee, Super Saver, or Nebraska fuel 
stations 

Thank You to Incredible Work Day Volunteers 

T he Church Properties Board offers a big THANK YOU to volunteers who showed up for 
Work Day! First, from Properties Director Kelly Wegner who made a very early morning 

delivery of donuts, orange juice and water for the day’s workers. Next, from Gloria Sorensen, 
Indoor Coordinator, who made coffee to be sure workers were stimulated. Finally, from Ron 

Hurt, Outdoor Coordinator, who showed up after work to tie things up – literally. Thanks to you 
on behalf of our fellow Mount Olive members, too!  
 
Workers were few but Mighty! “THANK YOU” to each of you - especially Marsha Behr, Dix-

ie Gerhart, Becky Hurt, Ron Hurt, Gloria Sorensen, Barb Stacy, Rich Wismont, and Roger 

Wilson. Knowing that the number seven represents perfection in the Bible, we felt perfectly 
blessed to have seven hardworking volunteers there to help with Work Day. We’d love to multi-
ply the workers for our next servant event!   
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Thank You 

Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win, Nancy Jacobson, Sha-
ron McDonald, and Barb 

Stacy for helping with the 
April Messenger.  
 
Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win and Barb Stacy for tak-
ing the finished newsletter to 
the downtown post office.  
 
A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care of 
all of the church’s recyclables. 
 
Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for weekly lend-
ing a hand in the church 
office. 

 
- Teresa Kuti 

  

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-
9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

We continue to assemble a 
few bags of groceries for 
our POBLO work with 
families who are in need. 
Items that can be used are: 
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour, 
cooking oil, dried beans, 
jam, sugar-free peanut-
butter, cookies, juice. 
Please no canned vegeta-
bles or macaroni and 
cheese. A receptacle for 
such foodstuffs is in the 
north hallway. 

POBLO 

St. Mark Lutheran Church at 
1821 North 90th Street is 
hosting the Concordia Uni-
versity Nebraska Chamber 
Choir for a concert in its sanc-
tuary on Mother’s Day, Sun-
day, May 8, at 5:30 p.m. Call 
402-391-6148 for tickets.  

Mother’s Day  
Concert 

Ushers and Greeters are 
needed. The requirements 
are one Sunday per month 
and arriving 20 minutes ear-
ly before worship. Contact 
Mike Townsend, Sr. at   
(402) 573-0846.  

Need 
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“Living H2O” Lutheran 
Campus Ministry is offer-
ing two $500 scholarships 
to students from Omaha 
area congregations that are 
(or will be) attending col-
lege in the metro Omaha 
area in the fall. All applica-
tions must be received by 
June 1, 2016 for enroll-
ment of the fall semester of 
the 2016/2017 academic 
year. Submit completed 
applications to  
don@living-h2o.org or the 
address below for review 
and consideration. 
 
“Living H2O” Lutheran 
Campus Ministry 
1110 S. 90th St. 
Omaha, Nebraska 68124 
(402) 578-4177 

Scholarships 

Martin Luther Birthday 
Party, Sunday, November 
13, 2016, 2:00 - 7:00 P.M., 
German American Society, 
3717 S. 120 St. Put this on 
your calendar now.  

Save the Date 

The spring English Lan-
guage Learning classes 
ended on April 25th with 
an all American ice cream 
social and games. 
 
Thank you to everyone 
who made this session pos-
sible: Cindy Childers-

Wilbanks, Jessica Dvo-

rak, Dixie Gerhart, Arnie 

Jacobson, Cheryl Ligon, 
Jody Wells-Padron, Vic-

tor Padron, Rosalie 

Soodsma, Gloria 

Sorenson, Mark 

Sorensen, Barb Stacy, 
Denise Taylor, Joanie 

Welsh, Bonnie White , 
Jeri Ziegler and Jerry 

Zulfer.  
 
If you would like to join 
the staff in the fall, please 
contact Marsha Behr. If 
you can read, write or 
speak English fluently, you 
are qualified! 
 
Serving in Christ, 
Marsha Behr 
ELL Director 

ELL 

� Emily Standley from 

Omaha Northwest High 
School. 

� Krista Townsend from 

Millard North High 
School. 

Thank You 

Thank you to Mike Town-

send, Sr. for his assistance 
in repairing the church 
sign on the southwest cor-
ner of the property. Some 
of the sign had to be re-
wired. Now it is complete-
ly operational. He was a 
big help! 

-Ron Hurt 
Church Properties 
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There is much debate about whether retire-
ment is biblical. Numbers 8:25 is the only 
passage that specifically refers to retirement: 
“And from the age of 50 years they shall re-

tire from the duty of the service and serve no 

more.” 
 
It’s not clear why God required the Levites to 
retire at this age, but it may be because they 
did much of the work carrying the tabernacle 
from place to place as the Israelites moved 
through the wilderness. This kind of work 
required strength and stamina. Although they 
were told to cease their physical work, per-
haps God was not telling them to stop work-
ing completely. In verse 26 they are invited to 
assist the younger Levites who carry on their 
work. So in reality, they don’t stop working; 

they simply transition to a different type of 
work.  
 
And so it is with us. How we serve the Lord 
will likely change with age and the seasons of 
life. But, as we see in the example of Paul 
encouraging Timothy, there is always a 

younger 
genera-
tion who 
can   
benefit 
from 
guidance. 
 
 
 
 

God’s wisdom regarding ceasing our regular 
work—and instead serving in new and differ-
ent ways—can be applied to our lives today.  
 
Our lifetime of learning can be put to use by: 

� Mentoring or serving in our schools and 
community. 

� Volunteering in our church or with other 
ministries. 

� Helping with an upcoming mission pro-
ject (local or abroad). 

� Traveling or pursuing hobbies and inter-
ests with others. 

 
There are many choices and opportunities fac-
ing retirees today. Whether it’s equipping 
leaders and educating the next generation, or 
assisting the poor and caring for the sick, 
there is no need to ever retire from serving the 
Lord.  
 
As you prepare for retirement, ask yourself: 

� How will I use my retirement years to 
fulfill my God-given desires? 

� What will life look like in retirement and 
how do I want to spend my time and 
skills? 

� What might God be calling me to do   
during my retirement years? 

� How well prepared am I to embark on this 
segment of my life? 

 
This article provided compliments of Thrivent 
Financial and Sarah Jank, Financial Associ-
ate, 402.905.4229, sarah.jank@thrivent.com. 

A BIBLICAL VIEW OF RETIREMENT 
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Seven Ways Church 

Members Should 

Prepare for a Sermon 
 

W 
hat if church members be-
gan their own form of   
sermon preparation? 
 
For countless decades, we 

have heard about the role of pastors in sermon 
preparation. The number of hours they need to 
prepare. The priority of preparation. The role 
of prayer in sermon preparation. 
 
But what if church members prepared for each 
sermon they heard? What if they believed 
their roles as recipients of the Word are also 
crucially important? 
 
One can only imagine incredible church revi-
talization taking place if church members took 
on their own responsibilities of sermon prepa-
ration. Here are seven ways members can ac-
tively prepare for sermons. 
 
1. Pray for the sermon. For a few minutes, 

pray for the upcoming sermon. That pray-
er might take place during the week, the 
night before the preaching, or the morning 
of the preaching. 

2. Pray for the pastor who is preaching. 
Pray that the pastor will understand God’s 
message for that text. Pray that the pastor 
will have no distractions. Pray that God’s 
Spirit will fill the pastor in both the prepa-
ration and delivery of the sermon. 

3. Pray for yourself as you prepare to 

hear the sermon. Pray that God will 
speak to you through the message. Pray 
that you will not be distracted. Pray for 
clarity of mind and an open heart to re-
ceive the message. 

4. Read the biblical text before the ser-

mon is preached. If possible, read the 
text from which the pastor will preach. 
Read it thoroughly. Read it prayerfully. 
(Mount Olive posts the weekly bulletin on 
the website on Friday so that you can re-
view before Sunday.) 

5. Take notes. Take notes as the pastor 
preaches. You will have a greater focus 
and greater retention. Review the notes at 
least once during the next week. 

6. Seek an application to your life. Ask 
God for discernment to help you under-
stand how the sermon should change your 
life. Seek to understand the sermon not 
only in its biblical context, but in your life 
as well. 

7. Share with the pastor “one thing.” If 
possible, share with your pastor one signif-
icant takeaway from the sermon. Pastors 
hear countless “good job, pastor,” or “nice 
message, pastor,” but they long to know if 
God really made a difference in the lives of 
the church members through the preached 
word. If you are able to communicate just 
one takeaway from the sermon in person, 
by email, or in social media, your pastor 
will be greatly encouraged. 

 
The preaching of God’s Word is central to the 
life of the church. It makes sense that pastors 
should give it the highest priority. 
 

But doesn’t it also make sense that church 
members should prepare as well? 
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These Sunday School students had  
perfect attendance in April.  
Congratulations!! 

Chesney Kosch — Pre-school 

 
Easton Kosch —PreK & K 

 
Mckoy Kosch, Reagan Wegner — 1st/2nd 

 
Nelson Kosch —3rd/4th/5th 
 
Robbie Moffett, Jr. —7th/8th 

Address change: 
Ryan Flemmer: 16201 E. 28th Ter. 5 #1617, Independence, MO 

64055-7551 

D I R E C T O R Y  C H A N G E S 

our obligations! Please, 
prayerfully consider what 
God would have you do 
where you are located to 
help meet the goal He has 
for our Nebraska North 
LWML. 

(Continued from page 4) 

the blood donation process – this will help you feel prepared 
for each step. And feel free to ask questions if you want to 
learn more. 
 
Indulge in Distraction 

You don’t have to look at the donation procedure. Bring a 
music player with you, read a book, talk with our staff or just 
close your eyes and relax. 
 
Share Your Fear 

When you arrive for your blood donation, tell the person who 
greets you that you are afraid of needles. Our staff will be 
there to talk with you and assist you during your donation. 
 
Bring Moral Support 
Many donors enjoy donating with a friend both for the moral 
support and for celebrating the good they’ve done together. 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Mount Olive Book 
Club will resume meetings 
in September 2016.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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