6. To organize and set a plan in motion for next steps.

1 Corinthians 12:12 “Just as a body, though one, has many parts,
but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.”
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The purpose of the Summit is as follows:
1. To establish communication and relationships among
North Circuit congregations.

402-455-8700

5. To gain knowledge and techniques for outreach from
Mark Schoepp from Wheat Ridge Ministries
(Wheat Ridge Ministries offers resources to Lutheran
congregations to stimulate health and human ministries).

R

epresentatives from each of the 10 congregations
of the Omaha North Circuit are gathering on Saturday, April 16th, from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
at Bethany Lutheran Church (5151 Northwest
Radial Hwy). All from the congregation are invited
to attend. If you are able to attend, please contact
Mike Townsend, Jr. A light lunch will be served.

2. To identify challenges to growth and outreach facing
many of us today.

7301 North 28 Avenue Omaha, Nebraska, 68112

4. To discuss ways we can collaborate to address these challenges (both traditional and out-of-the-box solutions).

3. To learn of the efforts each congregation is undertaking
to address these challenges.
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Easter Day is the greatest day of the year because it celebrates the greatest day in history!
Our entire Christian faith is based on our
Lord Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It’s
an inexhaustible treasure chest. Let’s explore
a few ideas.
Belief in Jesus’ resurrection is not the belief
that a disembodied Jesus has simply “gone to
heaven” after his death. It’s not as though
Jesus were just some spirit and like a great
saint or martyr God received Him into his
presence with honor. Our Easter faith is that
God raised Jesus to life again, transforming
his body in the process. This was no resuscitation God did, some journey back into this
present life. It was a resurrection. That means
Jesus went through death and out the other
side into a new sort of bodily existence. His
original body was transformed into a body
with new characteristics and new properties.
From Jesus’ resurrection we can draw some
conclusions about our future resurrection.
The apostle Paul says that those who are still
alive at the end of time will have their bodies
changed. He talks about seeds and plants,
about acorns and oaks. Our bodies won’t be
abandoned; they will be transformed. Our
resurrection will be very physical. Our bodies
are important.
Another thought. The message of the Resurrection is that this present world matters; that
the problems and pains of this present world
matter. That’s why we pray: “Thy kingdom
come, on earth as it is in heaven.” Easter was
the first great answer to that prayer.
If our Easter faith is simply about believing
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that God has a nice
comfortable afterlife
for some of us, then
Christianity becomes
a mere pie-in-the-sky
religion instead of a
kingdom-on-earth-asit-is-in-heaven religion. If our Easter
faith is simply about believing that Jesus is
risen in some “spiritual” sense, and leaves his
body in the tomb, that means what happens
here and now doesn’t really matter. If our
Easter faith is only about me, and perhaps
you, finding a new dimension to our own
personal spiritual lives right now, then Christianity has become simply a warmth-in-theheart religion. It becomes focused on me and
my survival, my sense of God, rather than
outwards on God and on God’s world. Our
Easter faith is meant to be personal, but not
kept to ourselves.
A final thought. If Jesus Christ is truly risen
from the dead, this is truly good news for the
whole world. It’s news that warms our hearts
precisely because it isn’t just about warming
our hearts. The living God has dealt with evil
once and for all. Now He is at work, by his
own Spirit, to do for us and for the whole
world what He did for Jesus on that first
Easter Day. In a world of injustice, violence,
degradation and all manner of wickedness,
God invites us to work, plan, pray, and vote
with all our energy to implement the victory
of Jesus over all of Satan’s handiwork.
Thank you to N. T. Wright for many of these
words.
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr
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Work/Fun Day on Saturday,
April 23, from 9:00 A.M. to
noon. Tasks for young and
old alike are available. Come
with work clothes and
gloves and be prepared to
have some fun together
sprucing up the church
grounds and building. A
light breakfast of doughnuts
and juice will be provided.

SAVE THE
DATE
St. Mark Lutheran Church at
1821 N. 90th St. is hosting
the Concordia University
Nebraska Chamber Choir
for a concert in its sanctuary
on Mother’s Day, Sunday,
May 8, at 5:30 p.m.
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With God’s
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Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2016 our missionaries
abroad are:

We remember in prayer
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Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com

...our youth confirmation
class - Robbie Moffett, Jr., Kailyn
Townsend, and Isabella Wegner.
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...our youth confirmation
class - Robbie Moffett, Jr., Kailyn
Townsend, and Isabella Wegner.

Concordia English Center
Sharon Owens
174 Rud de Pequim
Com. Bldg. Kong Fat 6 AB
Macau, SAR China
smomacau@yahoo.com

...Carol Childers, Rod
and Karen Lorang,
Mike McGrath, Dawn
Payne, Don Weihe,
and Janet Zulfer.
...Benjamin Thomas,
infant son of Tom and
Beth (Worrall) Anderson, and Henry
Adam, infant son of
Eric and Abigail
(Behr) Hagen, who
were baptized at our
Easter Vigil, March 26.

…the English Language
Learning (ELL) classes
at Mt. Olive and the
teachers, greeters, and
coordinator, Marsha
Behr.
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The ladies of COSMO will have their year-end
gathering Tuesday, April 19, at 6:30. We will
meet at the home of Jill Clausen (5476 Clay St).
Please bring an appetizer of your choice. Drinks,
dessert and entertainment will be provided. Call
Jill with any questions 402-650-5962.

How can there be enough thanks to God for bringing another
Easter egg hunt the success it had? Such wonderful, helpful
people that believe in this community, evangelistic event.
From the beginning, Director of Evangelism, Tim Lorang,
gave support and encouragement. The group that came in to
fill 2000 plastic eggs: Becky Day, Ray Hogan, Sharon
McDonald, Barb Stacy, Gloria Sorensen, and Linda Williams worked with care. The day of the event God provided
not only suitable weather, but provided willing, caring, and
sharing Mt Olivers to help. Their help was the foundation of
the hunt’s success. Many thanks go to Annette Hurt, Becky
Hurt, Dixie Gerhart, Kathy Mansfield, Tamra and Alexia
Moffett, Nancy Stierle, Kailyn Townsend and Linda Williams who were the official Easter egg hide officials. A multitude of thanks to the courageous men and women who kept
the inflatable up when it needed to be and down when it needed to be. These helpers were Becky Hurt, Ron Hurt, and
Tim Lorang. Sound is so important for the play so thanks to
Paul Kosch for handling that. Paul also was a part of our
Easter play along with Besty Kosch, and two “new” budding
actors-Nelson Kosch and Noah Lorang. They were fabulous.
These two young boys proclaimed the name of Jesus without
any hesitation. A lesson for all of us. Many thanks to our
wonderful "Bunny." What a great job. The assistant, Kailyn
Townsend, made sure the Bunny was safe and that was not an
easy job. Thanks to the cookie helpers-Dixie Gerhart, Sharon McDonald, Linda Williams, and the unknown person(s)
who gave their time to help the kids with cookie frosting.
Messy, but a good time was had by all. Many thanks to all the
folks who came from Mt Olive just to greet and visit. A very
(Continued on page 7)

The Mount
Olive Book
Club will meet
at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, April
12th, at the
home of Gloria Sorensen.
Bonnie White will provide
dessert.
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The book selection this
month is House of Living
Stones by Katie Schuermann. In the small Illinois
town of Bradbury, change
doesn’t come often, and it
certainly doesn’t come easily. So when Pastor Fletcher
hires Emily Duke as the
new choir director at Zion
Lutheran Church, he unknowingly sets in motion a
chain of events that turns
the life of his congregation
upside down. The crusty
church secretary, Mrs.
Scheinberg, must learn to
adjust her curmudgeonly
ways. Zion’s talented but
pompous organist, Evan
Ebner, must recognize his
shortcomings. Emily must
come to terms with her past.
Even Pastor Fletcher must
face reality when his world
is shaken by the baggage
Emily brings and by the
handsome Zachary Brandt
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Fire Extinguisher Locations
at Mount Olive

Fire Extinguisher Locations
at Mount Olive

Upstairs Luther Hall:

Upstairs Luther Hall:

1. At the top of the interior stairwell, to the left just inside the
door
2. At the east exit to outside stairs
Main Floor Luther Hall:
3. Just outside the Pastor’s Office door
4. In kitchen, just inside the double doors, on wall to the left
Basement Luther Hall:
5. Just inside basement door, to the right
In Church Building:
6. In the Sacristy—SW corner of church, west (right) of the Altar (on the counter east of the
Sacristy bathroom)
7. In the Mechanical Room to the east (left) of the Altar
8. In the Narthex, on the east wall behind confirmation photos near closet
9. Up east stairs, in the Mechanical Room (furnace, etc.) near the organ loft
10. Up west stairs, between the Nursery door and room to Tower stairs
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These are all multipurpose (ABC) extinguishers, intended to fight any fire source: trash, wood,
paper, liquids (gas, oil, etc.), or electrical. They are simple to use. Each has these 3-Step Directions printed on its canister: 1. Pull pin. Hold unit upright. 2. Start back 6 feet, aim at base of
fire. 3. Squeeze lever and sweep from side to side.
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Remember: Safety First! Get people out of the building and have someone call 911 to let the Fire
Department know a fire is in progress. We want you to know where the fire extinguishers are in
case you need to use them, but fire is a hungry beast and difficult to predict. Have a plan: Be
aware of your surroundings and potential exits; make sure you have a way to escape. Your safety
is our primary concern – property can be replaced.
-Board of Church Properties
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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Thank You
Thank You

Thank you to Sharon
McDonald, Barb Stacy,
and Bonnie White for helping with the February Messenger.
Thank you to Barb Stacy
and Bonnie White for taking the finished newsletter to
the downtown post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti
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Thank You
Thank You

Thank you for your prayers, cards and kind expressions of concern following
my recent eye surgery.

For Kids

Don’t forget about the Little Lutheran Bags that the
COSMO/LWML group
has put together for children ages 2-5 to use during
worship. They can be
found on the hooks under
the mailboxes (across from
the restrooms). After service, please return the
items to the bag (except for
the coloring sheets) and
leave in the pew or hand to
an usher.

— Gloria Sorensen

POBLO
We continue to assemble a
few bags of groceries for
our POBLO work with
families who are in need.
Items that can be used are:
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour,
cooking oil, dried beans,
jam, sugar-free peanutbutter, cookies, juice.
Please no canned vegetables or macaroni and
cheese. A receptacle for
such foodstuffs is in the
north hallway.
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Thank You!
Thank you to all who donated Easter lilies for the
chancel.

 Galen & Marsha Behr
 Alexis & Abie Brown
 Marge Eastman
 Becky Hurt
 Ron & Annette Hurt
 Liz Matson
 Dawn Payne
 Frank Sabatka
 Rosalie Soodsma
 Gloria Sorensen
 Barb Stacy
 Frank & Yo Tierney
 Cindy Wheeler
 Bonnie White
 Max & Linda Williams
 Rick & Debbie Wismont
 Jerry & Janet Zulfer
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Dementia
Want to learn more about
caring for someone with
Dementia? Flaherty Senior
Consulting, who specializes
in Dementia care, is hosting
a free Educational Series
designed especially for
caregivers. The information
and sharing will help participants understand how to
give the best possible care
to loved ones experiencing
various stages of dementia.
Sessions will include information on dementia basics,
the mystery and reality of
living with different dementias, person-centered
care, and compassionate
care.
For more information,
please contact Nancy Flaherty, at 402-312-9324.

(Continued from page 4)

special thank you to Ruth
Benish who not only helped
provide jelly beans, she purchased and gave out little
stuffed animals to all the
little kids. That was such a
treat. What a blessing Ruth
is for wanting to give in such
a generous way. My husband, Ray Hogan, who provided a generator for the inflatable. He also returned the
inflatable and took many
pictures. I cannot thank him
enough for all of his support
during the whole event. My
biggest and also deepest
thanks goes to our Heavenly
Father for what He provided
and inspired in us. He gave
His joy to us to speak of His
Son to our community.
—Laura Hogan,
Evangelism Outreach
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who pursues her. With its host of lovable and relatable characters, House of Living Stones will find a special place on
your bookshelf and in your heart (Review from Amazon.com.)
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Our final meeting until the fall will be Tuesday, May 3rd, at
Marcia Steckelberg's home. Marsha Behr will provide refreshments. We will discuss Beloved Enemy by Al Lacy.
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RENDER UNTO CAESAR
“Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But he perceived their craftiness
and said to them, “Show me a denarius.
Whose head and whose title does it bear?”
They said, “The emperor’s.” He said to them,
“Then give to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” (Luke 20:22-25)
The tax-filing deadline is right around the corner: Do you have your denarius ready? For
many of us, tax time is not our favorite time
of the year. We probably don’t think too much
about whether we should pay taxes, but rather
whether we have filled out the correct forms,
claimed the appropriate deductions and gotten
everything in on time. In contrast, in biblical
times, paying taxes was a topic of concern as
people wondered whether paying taxes called
into question their allegiance to God.
There was also not much love for tax
collectors, who were known to cheat the
people.

question to ask about the coin; and it’s an
even better question to ask ourselves. In
whose likeness, or image, are we made?
In Genesis chapter 1 we read that we are made
in the image and likeness of God. Whatever
we do as upstanding American citizens—pay
taxes, become a public servant, contribute to
our communities as concerned neighbors—we
do as people made in the image of God.
And so we give ourselves to the One in whose
image we are made, and from that foundation
we live out our lives.
This article provided compliments of Thrivent
Financial and Sarah Jank, Financial Associate, 402.905.4229, sarah.jank@thrivent.com.
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It’s within this environment that the Gospels tell us about an encounter Jesus had
on the topic of taxes. His enemies were
trying to trick him by asking a question
that would make him look bad. No matter how he responded, his answer would
anger one group or another.
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he greatest surprise about Easter is not that Jesus is alive, risen
from the dead, out of the grave, that He conquered death and hell, and comes to meet you
as He promised. The greatest surprise is that
He did all that and is not angry. There is no
fear for us in His return because He is not angry. He bears no grudge. He seeks no vengeance. He comes to give peace, with mercy and
forgiveness and salvation.
Jesus lives and is not angry. Imagine that. He
is not angry. He doesn’t blame those who
killed Him. He doesn’t blame you. For no one
takes His life from Him. He lays it down of
His own accord. He gives Himself into death
to win us back from sin, death, and hell. He
does it willingly without coercion. He does it
sacrificially, Him for us. He gave what was
His to give. Thus His petition to the Father
from the cross, “Forgive them” is granted to
you in His resurrection. He comes alive out of
death to forgive and to give His life to you.
There is nothing to be afraid of because Jesus
is raised from the dead and is not angry. Thus
we are free—free from worrying about how to
make it up to Him, and free to give as He has
given to us. He gave Himself as a gift, His life
in exchange for our death, willingly and sacrificially. And so it is that we are now free to
give in like manner: willingly, sacrificially,
with what we have been given.
We give to the church because it is in the
church where our eyes have seen and our ears
have heard that Jesus lives and is not angry. It

is here where
we learn of
God’s mercy
and forgiveness in
Christ. It is
here where we
continually
receive that
message of
life, where He
visits us to
give peace,
with mercy
and forgiveness and
salvation.
So do not be afraid. Jesus lives, and He is not
angry. The sacrifice has been made. The debt
is canceled and forgotten. Righteousness is
declared. Jesus lives. He lives, and He is not
angry. You are restored. You are reconciled to
the Father in the Son. Your future is assured:
Jesus lives. It is not just death and Hell, the
devil and his demons, that are undone. Your
sins, your fear are undone. They are gone,
forgotten, destroyed. Jesus lives. Hallelujah!
Jesus lives. And because He lives, you are
just. You are right with God, pleasing and
delightful to Him. You are forgiven, clean,
pure, holy, and filled with His good works and
with His Name. He is not angry. He is glad to
have you. He wants you. He loves you. He
gave everything that is His to and for you,
willingly and sacrificially. In faith and trust in
Him, let us do likewise.
- Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
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These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in March.
Congratulations!!
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Remove:
Constance Ernstmeyer: (transferred to Pacific Hills Lutheran,
Omaha)
Walt Lahs: (transferred to First Lutheran, Papillion)
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...the ministry of Emad
and Shireen Tawadrous in their work
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the Peace International
Center at 44th &
Grover.
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