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This Sunday lifts the somberness of Lent a bit. The reason is all that God has 
already done for us is in the past. The reading from Isaiah looks ahead to our 
day, when we know that the Lord “has become my salvation.” We have known 
what David rejoices over in the psalm: that when he confessed his 
transgressions, the Lord “forgave the iniquity of my sin.” God’s forgiveness 
has reconciled us through Christ as completely, Paul writes, that it is as if “the 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” We can be confident that 

each day brings us closer to our last on earth, when, like the prodigal son, we 
shall hear our heavenly Father’s “welcome home.” So, even in Lent, rejoice! 
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O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  

 Today is the Lord’s Day, a Sunday in Lent, but not part of it—a little Easter. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it, 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
make haste to help me, O Lord.  

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 “I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ 
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.” 
With God’s people when Isaiah’s prophecy would be fulfilled, we “give thanks 
to the Lord, call upon His name.” 
But we confess that when we are drained in our broken relationships, we 

do not always remember that God is the source of every blessing, nor do 

we remember that He is always ready to listen when we call out to Him. 
With David, we rejoice that “against [us] the Lord counts no iniquity.”  
But we confess that we do not always admit all our transgressions to the 

Lord, groaning instead all day long. 
With Paul, we rejoice that Christ “gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 
But we confess that we do not always regard one another as His new 

creations, failing to be reconciled to one another or to God. 
With the prodigal son in Jesus’ parable, we have felt our heavenly Father’s 
forgiving embrace, welcoming us home. 
But we confess that at times we are more like the elder brother, feeling 

sorry for ourselves and seeking tangible blessings for serving our Lord 

through the years. 
The Pharisees were correct, saying that Jesus “receives sinners and eats with 
them.” Let us therefore confidently go to God, asking His forgiveness for 
Jesus’ sake. 
 
Silence for reflection on the Word of God and for self-examination. 
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Almighty God, heavenly Father, 
we confess that we are by nature sinful. We have failed to love You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 

considered ourselves better than others; we have expected You to bless us 

in all things. For the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord, forgive 

us, and by the power of Your Holy Spirit cleanse our hearts and minds 

that we might walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
Christ Jesus, true man and true God, was obedient to His Father in all things 
and in our place. By His death, He destroyed death, and by His rising opened 
eternal life to all who call on Him for forgiveness. Our heavenly Father is 
therefore ready to welcome us to our heavenly home at the end of our 
pilgrimage on earth. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. May God strengthen you in your Lenten 
journey toward the joys of Easter. 
Amen. The LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and He has become 

my salvation. 
 
G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Father Welcomes 
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A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

K Y R I E  

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 
 

 
 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 12:1-6 
God’s people sing to the Lord for all he has done. 
 
 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were 

angry with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me. Surely God is 

my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my 

strength and my might; he has become my salvation. With joy you will draw 

water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: Give thanks to 

the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; 

proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done 

gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, O 

royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  3 2  (antiphon v. 11)  

 
 
 
 
Cantor: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O | righteous!* and shout for joy, all you up- | 

right in heart! 
Cantor: Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* whose sin is | covered. 
 Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord counts no in- | iquity,* and in 

whose spirit there is | no deceit. 
Cantor: For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* through my groaning | all 

day long. 
 For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* my strength was 

dried up as by the heat of | summer. 
Cantor: I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* I said, “I 

will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity | of 
my sin. 

 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when 

you | may be found;* surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not | 

reach him. 
Cantor: You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from | trouble;* you surround 

me with shouts of de- | liverance. 
 I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;* I will counsel 

you with my eye up- | on you. 
Cantor: Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,* which must be 
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curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay | near you. 
 Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,* but steadfast love surrounds the 

one who trusts | in the Lord. 
Cantor: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O | righteous,* and shout for joy, all you up- | 

right in heart! 
 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Cantor: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O | righteous!* and shout for joy, all you up- | 

right in heart! 
 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
We are new creations. 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 

longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 

of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God.   

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

Cantor: The Father said to his servants, “This my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.” (Luke 15:22a, 24a) 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
The parable of the prodigal father and the repentant son. 

7 

curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay | near you. 
 Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,* but steadfast love surrounds the 

one who trusts | in the Lord. 
Cantor: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O | righteous,* and shout for joy, all you up- | 

right in heart! 
 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Cantor: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O | righteous!* and shout for joy, all you up- | 

right in heart! 
 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
We are new creations. 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 

longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 

of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God.   

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

Cantor: The Father said to his servants, “This my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.” (Luke 15:22a, 24a) 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
The parable of the prodigal father and the repentant son. 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus]. And 

the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “There was 

a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 

me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property 

between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled 

to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 

When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of 

the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would 

gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 

gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 

father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” So he set off and went to his father. 

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 

he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe 

the best one and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 

celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves 

and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your 

father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 

Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to 

plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 

been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 

yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 

friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, 

‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to 

celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to 

life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

Unknown Unknown 
 

Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

God Loved the World So That He Gave Tune: St. Crispin 
 
God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

 

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 

If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer; 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
. . . almighty Father, forever and ever! 
Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
Sit 
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please stand. 

M E A L  
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catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
. . . almighty Father, forever and ever! 
Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
Sit 

 
 
 
 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

What Wondrous Love Choir 
American folk hymn arranged by John Behnke 

 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul. 
What love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the curse for my soul? 
 
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, 
That caused the Lord of bliss to bear the curse. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God our provider, 
you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 

us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
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S A N C T U S  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Blessed are you, . . . as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 
 
 
 

O God of resurrection . . . with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us . . . with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones . . . now and forever. 

 
 
 
 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven.… 
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I N V I T A T I O N  

All who trust, all who hunger, come and be filled with the goodness of God. 
Amen. 

Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today Your Mercy Calls Us Green 304 
 
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Green 448 
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Our Father, We Have Wandered Blue 733 
st. 1 - cantor 

 
Stand 

 
C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 
 
 
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 

My Life Flows On in Endless Song Blue 781 
 
My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though faroff hymn that hails a new creation. 

 

Refrain: No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 

    Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? Refrain 

 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? 

 Refrain 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 
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Introduction, Opening Sentences and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2016 copyright © 2015 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Father Welcomes copyright © 1986 Kevin Mayhew, Ltd. Used by permission of 
OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie is in the public domain. Psalm Tone G and Psalm 32 are from Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Liturgy License #000010765. God Loved the World So That He Gave is 
in the public domain. Offering Prayer and Invitation are from Sundays and Seasons 2016 copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. My Life Flows On in Endless Song is in the 
public domain. Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  — Fifth Sunday in Lent (Year C): Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; 
  Philippians 3:(4b-7) 8-14; Luke 20:9-20 
 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------- Kailyn Townsend 
ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------- Arnie Jacobson 
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang 
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS -------------------------------------------------- Ray & Laura Hogan 
LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams 
 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 
 
 
 
 

 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 
MONDAY - ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING ----- 6:30 - 8:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
  ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING ----- 6:30 - 8:00 P.M. 
  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 
THURSDAY - LENTEN MEAL --------------------------- 5:30 - 6:30 P.M. 
  LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICE ------------------ 7:00 P.M. 
FRIDAY - FRIDAY NIGHT FLIX ---------------------------- 7:30 P.M. 
SATURDAY - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS TOMORROW 
SUNDAY  WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 113 
Communion ....................................................... 91 
Sunday School  .................................................. 18 
Staff ..................................................................... 7 

Bible Class ........................................................36 
Offering ......................................................... 7872 
Needed Weekly ............................................. 4861 
Specials .............................................................22 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 1                          Lenten Midweek #3 - 67 
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Praying for Our Parish in 2016 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

March 7 
Gloria Barnes 

 March 10 
Aurora Wismont 

  

March 6, 2016 (C) FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead the Adult 
Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall. We are studying a six-week Lenten Bible topic, “Living 
Lent: As People of the Resurrection.” Today’s session is “Praise.” This class coincides with 
the theme of our Lenten Midweek services this year. Pick up a cup of coffee and join in. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY — Pick up your copy of the most current pictorial directory. One 
per family is available in the back of church. 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP — Join us for Living Lent, a special series of services for the season of 
Lent on Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. Each service in this series focuses on a word to consider 
while living Lent as Easter people. Week Four in the series is based on the word PRAISE 
and reminds us that even in the midst of sorrow, we are called to celebrate the love of God 
and the joy that can be found only in Christ crucified, who reigns in glory now. The service 
includes readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon and hymns that help us to 
remember that we are people of the resurrection living in Lent.  

THE GREAT THREE DAYS - We will have worship opportunities on Holy (Maundy) Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday evenings (March 24-26). All of these services are 
incomplete and anticipate your return the next day. Please make plans to be with us. This is 
all part of the most sacred week of the year for us Christians. 

LENTEN DINNER SIGN-UPS — Please look for the Lenten dinner sign-up sheets in the back of 
church today. Help is needed with serving and clean-up.  

LENTEN MEAL — Fellowship meals are available each week prior to the Midweek Lenten 
service from 5:30 - 6:30 at a modest cost. This week the menu is fried chicken, salad, corn, 
oreo fluff, and banana wafer pudding. Children’s meals of macaroni and cheese, hot dogs, 
and chips will be available also. Make plans to join us each week. 

EASTER LILIES — Would you like to help decorate the altar for Easter? Easter lilies will be 
available for $10 each. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex. Please sign up by 
March 20. Please indicate whether you will be taking or leaving the plant.  

FRIDAY NIGHT FLIX — Please join your fellow Mount Olive movie buffs this Friday night, 
March 11, at 7:30 p.m. We will be showing the movie “The Wizard of Oz.” I hope the 
Friday Nite Flixers are ready for this because it is going to be…a…SING-A-LONG! Suzan 
Jank and I have been practicing “We Welcome You to Munchkin Land.” You have been 
warned. It’s going to be different, I think it’s going to be fun…why not check it out? 
Popcorn and movie candy will be provided. Circle the date! Dixie Gerhart (402-602-3252) 
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