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Each year the First Sunday after Epiphany takes us to the Jordan River, where 

Jesus is baptized. The Baptism of Our Lord is a reminder of the importance of 

Baptism in the life of every Christian: through drowning in Baptism we are 

born anew to eternal life. The experience we share in Jesus’ Baptism unites us 

with Christ and gives us a whole new way of living for time and for eternity. 

 

All who believe and are baptized 

Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 

They are a new creation. (LSB 601) 
 

P R E L U D E  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
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The wise men followed a star to Jesus. You, too, have followed the Holy Spirit’s   

leading and have come to worship him. Welcome. 

 
Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

Merciful Lord, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

admit that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We 

have left undone those things which we ought to have done; we have done 

those things which we ought not to have done. We have not always shaped 

our lives around the Gospel and have not always shared our faith as 

opportunity was given to us. We have not always been generous in sharing 

the bounty You have given us. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly 

ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of 

the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day 

we may grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy 

name. 

God has gathered His people from north and south, east and west, and to them 

says, “Fear not!” In His mercy He promises pardon, life, and salvation because 

of the atoning sacrifice of His beloved Son. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, I announce to you the forgiveness of all of your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

Amen. 
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

We Know That Christ Is Raised Green 189 
 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 

And our despair he turned to blazing joy. Hallelujah! 
 

We share by water in his saving death. 

Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 

As living members of our Savior Christ. Hallelujah! 

 

The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life. 

The Spirit’s fission shakes the Church of God. 

Baptized, we live with God the three in One. Hallelujah! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 

As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. 

The universe restored and whole will sing: Hallelujah! 
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A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Congregation 

 

 

 
 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
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H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Green 76 

 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s own truth and light  

Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob’s race, King David’s Son,  

Our Lord and master, you have won Our hearts to serve you only!  

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, All victorious, Rich in blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

Almighty Father, in your Son You loved us, when not yet begun  

Was this old earth’s foundation! Your Son has ransomed us in love 

To live in him here and above: This is your great salvation. 

Alleluia! Christ the living, To us giving Life forever, 

Keeps us yours and fails us never! 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 

 
 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Do not fear, for I am with you. 

 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 

O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you 

are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 

the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 

not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, 

and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in 

exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your 

offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the 

north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons 

from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— everyone who is 

called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”  

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  2 9  (antiphon v. 3)  

 

 

 

 

Cantor:The voice of the Lord is over the | waters;* the God of glory thunders, the 
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wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
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 The Lord sits enthroned o- | ver the flood;* the Lord sits enthroned as 

king for- | ever. 

Cantor: May the Lord give strength to his | people!* May the Lord bless his people | 

with peace! 
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As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor:The voice of the Lord is over the | waters;* the God of glory thunders, the 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Romans 6:1-11 
Baptized into Christ, we have died and risen to a new life. 
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not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 

be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died 

is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 

live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to 

sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I | am well 

pleased.” (Matt. 3:17) 
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H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 3:15-22 
At his baptism, Jesus is revealed as God’s servant. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all 

of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he 

proclaimed the good news to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been 

rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and because of all the 

evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by shutting up John in 

prison. Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”   
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 

Sit 

 

S E R M O N  

God Drowns Us With Life Romans 6:1-11 

 
Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord 

st. 1 - cantor 
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But woe to those who cast aside This grace so freely given; 

They shall in sin and shame abide And to despair be driven. 

For born in sin, their words must fail, Their striving saves them never; 

Their pious acts do not avail, And they are lost forever, 

Eternal death their portion. 

 

All that the mortal eye beholds Is water as we pour it. 

Before the eye of faith unfolds The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 

For here it sees the crimson flood To all our ills bring healing; 

The wonders of His precious blood The love of God revealing, 

Assuring His own pardon. 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But woe to those who cast aside This grace so freely given; 

They shall in sin and shame abide And to despair be driven. 

For born in sin, their words must fail, Their striving saves them never; 

Their pious acts do not avail, And they are lost forever, 

Eternal death their portion. 

 

All that the mortal eye beholds Is water as we pour it. 

Before the eye of faith unfolds The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 

For here it sees the crimson flood To all our ills bring healing; 

The wonders of His precious blood The love of God revealing, 

Assuring His own pardon. 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

. . . one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
Sit 

 

 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

When You Pass Through the Waters Choir 

Isaiah 43:1-3, music by Paul D. Weber 

 

Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel. 

Fear not, fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 

You are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

Through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned; 

And the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, 

I am the Lord your God, the Holy One, your Savior. 

 
O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Good and loving God, 

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 

riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 

shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
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M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  
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L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven.… 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

The bread of God comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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You Are Mine 

stanzas - cantor, refrain - congregation 

 

“I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 

You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. 

Be still and know I am here. 

 

“I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 

In the shadows of the night, I will be your light. 

Come and rest in me. 

 

Congregation: Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I am the strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 

All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all who know my name. 

 Refrain 
 

“I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. 

I will call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk and live! 

 Refrain 
 

O Blessed Spring Blue 695 

 Tune: O Waly Waly (749) 

 

When Jesus Came to Jordan Blue 647 
 

Stand 
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C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me Green 333 

 

Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day. 

Without your grace and favor I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. 
 

Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; 

For you, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. 

Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 

For when your hand is guiding, In peace I go. 

 

Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come, 

I know that you will strengthen My steps toward home, 

And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend! 

So, take my hand and lead me Unto the end. 

 
D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

 

 

 

 

 

S E N D I N G 
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  — Second Sunday after the Epiphany (Year C): Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 128;  

 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

 
��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------ Robbie Moffett, Jr. 

ASSISTING MINISTER----------------------------------------------- Mikale Townsend, Jr. 

CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sarah Jank 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS--------------------------------------------- Gary & Nancy Jacobson 

LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Gloria Sorensen 

 
��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY  WORSHIP ------------------------------------------ 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  2015 ANNUAL GIVING RECORDS 

TUESDAY - MT. OLIVE BOOK CLUB ----------------------- 7:00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 

  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 

THURSDAY - ALL BOARDS MEETING ------------------------ 7:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP ------------------------------------------ 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  HEALTH & MEDICAL CONSULTATIONS 

  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 

 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 110 

Communion....................................................... 92 

Sunday School  ................................................. 12 

Staff ..................................................................... 6 

Bible Class ........................................................ 43 

Offering ......................................................... 4019 

Needed Weekly ............................................. 4861 

Specials .................................................................  

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 2 
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Praying for Our Parish in 2015 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

January 10 

Robbie Moffett, Jr. 

Alexia Moffett 

Jessica Moffett 

Gideon Rager 

January 11 

Becky Day 

Mckoy Kosch 

January 12 

Krystal Kinney 

January 13 

Rachel Misiolek 

Isabelle Nordaker 

Barbara Stacy 

January 15 

Randy Johnson 

 

January 16 

Beverly Allen 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead the Adult 

Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall. This week’s focus will be on the nature of God and will 

begin with a short video. High School graduates through 30-somethings meet in the library 

during the Christian Education Hour for Bible study. Pick up a cup of coffee and join in. 

GIFT IDEA/SAVE THE DATE — If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from diarrhea; does that mean 

that one enjoys it? If you want real comedy, purchase your tickets to the Sweet Life Comedy 

and Dessert night after worship in the narthex. The Florence City Hall doors will open at 

6:00 P.M. for desserts and fellowship with Scott Davis taking the stage at 7:00 P.M. Get 

there early to save enough chairs for you and your guests as there are no reserved spots. If 

you don’t have cash or a check today, you can put a hold on tickets and pay next week. 

Tickets are almost sold out. 

JANITORIAL VACANCY — If you are interested in providing janitorial services to the church, 

please email Kelly Wegner at Kwegner310@gmail.com. You will be provided with an 

outline of the position’s requirements and expectations for your review. Inquiries will be 

accepted until January 15, 2016. Submissions received past that date will not be considered. 

After January 15, 2016, the Board of Church Properties will evaluate the entries.  

INSTALLATION DATES — Rev. Bryan Drebes will be installed as the new pastor of Pacific 

Hills Lutheran Church (90th & Pacific) this afternoon, January 10, at 4:00 P.M. We are 

invited to attend.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING — Mount Olive's English Language Learning spring 

session begins Monday, February 1, 2016 and will run through the end of April. This is a 

fun and easy way to meet people in our community from different countries and cultures. 

Help is needed to continue serving our neighbors in this mission. No experience is required. 

If you speak English, you are qualified! Please contact Marsha Behr (mjbehr@cox.net or 

402-250-1269) if you would like to learn more. 

AUTOMATIC GIVING — Simply Giving is a way to make your Sunday morning offerings 

convenient and consistent through preauthorized withdrawal from your checking account at 

no extra cost to you. It is safe and secure. Your giving continues even if you are out of town 

or aren’t able to be at a worship service. Pick up a Simply Giving brochure from Max 

Williams or from the Church Office. More members each year are using this plan.  
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