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Today we rejoice. Zephaniah the prophet calls for rejoicing because the Lord is 
in the midst of His people. In Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi, he 
repeatedly encourages the Church to rejoice, because the Lord’s coming is at 
hand. Our Lord came to us once, He will return, and even now is with us in 
Word and Sacrament. So rejoice! 

 

P R E L U D E  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 

Stand 

 
 
 
 
 
I N V O C A T I O N   

 
L I G H T I N G  O F  T H I R D  A D V E N T  C A N D L E  

W E L C O M E  T O  M O U N T  O L I V E  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
 

7301 North 28th Avenue 
Omaha, Nebraska 68112-2816 

 

Sunday Worship ........................................................... 9:00 A.M. 
Education Hour ........................................................... 10:20 A.M. 
Church Office – 455-8700 ................................. FAX – 455-8701 
Email: MountOlv@msn.com Website: mountoliveomaha.com 

 

How I appreciate this chance, during a busy season, to abide in your presence,    

heavenly Father. Thank you for this time of worship. 

 
Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 
 Pastor Organist 

December 13, 2015 
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H Y M N  

 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  (Psalm 85:7, 9)  

In today’s Second Lesson, Paul repeatedly urges us to rejoice. The reason for 
rejoicing is the good news that our Savior has come. We are nearing the day on 
which we celebrate His birth. But we do not always rejoice. This is a symptom 
of our fallen human nature, and it shows our continued need for Christ. But we 
have heard that God gives us infinite grace. So, let us confess our sins to God, 
our heavenly Father.  
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have often let the cares of this world, the expectations 

of our neighbors, and our own self-images distract us from You and Your 

Word. We have let the things of this world come between us and Your 

promises, the peace You offer, and even Your Son’s presence among us 

now. We have failed to love You with our whole heart; we have failed to 
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love our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and restore in 

us right spirits and joyful hearts. With the psalmist we plead, “Show us 

Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation.”  
“Surely [God’s] salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell 
in our land.” I, a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers Green 25 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear; 

The evening is advancing, And darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 
 

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold; 

In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold. 

 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord to see 

The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free! 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  
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K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Congregation 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 
 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Rejoice, the Lord is in your midst. 
 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 

heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against 

you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your 

midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to 

Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, 

your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 



you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with 

loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that 

you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that 

time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their 

shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you 

home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 

eyes, says the Lord.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  8 5  (antiphon v. 2)  

 
 

 

 

Cantor: You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin. 
Cantor: Lord, you were favorable | to your land;* you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
 You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin. 

Cantor: You withdrew | all your wrath;* you turned from your hot | anger. 
 Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* and put away your 

indignation | toward us. 

Cantor: Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* Will you prolong your anger to all 
gener- | ations? 

 Will you not revive | us again,* that your people may re- | joice in you? 

Cantor: Show us your steadfast love, | O Lord,* and grant us your sal- | vation. 
 Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak,* for he will speak peace to his 

people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

Cantor: Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* that glory may dwell | in 
our land. 

 Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* righteousness and peace kiss each | 

other. 

Cantor: Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* and righteousness looks down | 
from the sky. 

 Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,* and our land will yield its | increase. 

Cantor: Righteousness will go be- | fore him* and make his foot- | steps a way. 
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 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin. 
 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice, the Lord is near. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way 
before you. (Matt. 11:10) 
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H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 7:18-28 (29-35) 
John the Baptizer is the promised Way - preparer. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of 

his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or 

are we to wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they said, “John the 

Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 

wait for another?’” Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, 

and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. And he answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their 

sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no 

offense at me.” When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal 

palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among 

those born of women no one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of 

God is greater than he.” [(And all the people who heard this, including the tax 

collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been baptized with 

John's baptism. But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the 

lawyers rejected God's purpose for themselves.) “To what then will I compare the 

people of this generation, and what are they like? They are like children sitting in 

the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you 

did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’ For John the Baptist has come 

eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 

Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, 

a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all 

her children.”]  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 

Sit 
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S E R M O N  

Put Christ’s Joy To Work In Your Life! Philippians 4:4-7 

 
Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Hark, the Glad Sound! Green 35 
st. 2 - choir in a setting by James Biery 

 
Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne And ev'ry voice a song. 

 

Choir:  He comes the pris'ners to release, In Satan's bondage held. 
The gates of brass before him burst, The iron fetters yield. 
 

He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of his grace To enrich the humble poor. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Your welcome shall proclaim,  

And heav'n's eternal arches ring With your beloved name. 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
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baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

. . . with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 
Sit 

 
 
 

 
G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 
M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

Rejoice in the Lord Always Choir 
Philippians 4:4,5 in a musical setting by Richard W. Gieseke 

 
Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, rejoice! 

 
Let your moderation be known to all people. The Lord is at hand. Refrain 
 
 
 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, rejoice! 

 
Let your moderation be known to all people. The Lord is at hand. Refrain 
 
 
 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God of abundance, 
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 

the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

 

11 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God of abundance, 
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 

the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

 



With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven.… 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Amen. 

Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
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Once He Came in Blessing Green 312 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Green 87 
 

Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn  Blue 633 
st. 3 - cantor 

 
Stand 

 
C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 
 
 
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel Green 34 
 
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

From depths of hell your people save And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

S E N D I N G 
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S E N D I N G 



Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Oh, come, Blest Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by your advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

 Refrain 

 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 

 Refrain 

 
D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

 
Introduction and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2015 copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission. Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers is in the public domain. Kyrie, Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and 
Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Psalm 85 is from Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission of Concordia Liturgy License #000010765. Gospel Acclamation text and Offering Prayer are from Sundays and Seasons 2016 
copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hark, the Glad Sound! and Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel are both in the 
public domain. Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  — Fourth Sunday in Advent (Year C): Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7;  
 Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-56) 
 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------- Kailyn Townsend 
ASSISTING MINISTER -------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr. 
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang 
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ------------------------------------------------ Doug & Dory Worrall 
LECTOR -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dixie Gerhart 
 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 
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������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY  WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE REHEARSAL 10:30 A.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 
  CHRISTMAS CAROLING ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
TUESDAY - COSMO/LWML -------------------------------- 6:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 
SUNDAY  WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING 
  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 
  CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE REHEARSAL 10:30 A.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 1:00 P.M. 
  CHRISTMAS CAROLING/CLAUSEN HOME --- 6:00 P.M. 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead the Adult 
Bible Class as it works through Commandments 7-10 in the Fellowship Hall. High School 
graduates through 30-somethings meet in the library during the Christian Education Hour 
for Bible study. Pick up a cup of coffee and join in. 

DEATH — Our sister in Christ, Mary Hahn, died on December 3. The memorial service was 
held yesterday here at Mount Olive. “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on.” (Rev. 14:13) 

POINSETTIAS — Today is the last day to sign up for poinsettias that will help decorate the 
church this year. The cost is $11.50. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up. 
Please indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING — Join us for a fun family evening of Caroling, Cookies and Cocoa. 
All ages and singing abilities are welcome! We will meet at the home of Paul and Jill 
Clausen(5476 Clay Street) at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 13th. We will spend about an 
hour caroling in the Raven Oaks neighborhood and then head back to the Clausens for 
refreshments. Any questions please contact Jill at 402-650-5962 or paulandjill@cox.net. 

GIFT IDEA/SAVE THE DATE — Treat yourself and the ones you love to a Sweet Life! Dessert 
Comedy Theatre on Friday, January 22, at Florence City Hall. You’ll enjoy a fun evening of 
clean, family-friendly comedy and music while indulging in a beautiful array of scrumptious 
desserts. It's a sweet treat your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family will love! Tickets 
will be available in the narthex after services and by asking Tim Lorang or Laura Hogan. 
Remember, they are only $15 in advance. What a great Christmas gift! 

VBS DATES — Mark your calendars for this summer’s Vacation Bible School, Monday, July 
18, through Friday, July 22.  
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Praying for Our Parish in 2015 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

December 14 
Cindy Childers 

December 16 
Janet Flemmer 

December 17 
Amanda Flemmer 

December 17 
Neena Kraemer-

Solberg 

 

December 13, 2015 (C) THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

AUTOMATIC GIVING — Simply Giving is a way to make your Sunday morning offerings 
convenient and consistent through preauthorized withdrawal from your checking account at 
no extra cost to you. It is safe and secure. Your giving continues even if you are out of town 
or aren’t able to be at a worship service. Pick up a Simply Giving brochure from Max 
Williams or from the Church Office. More members each year are using this plan.  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE — We are very excited that practices for the Sunday 
School Christmas Program, “The King Is Coming” continue each Sunday at 10:30 A.M. 
through December 20th. All Mt. Olive Sunday School children are encouraged to participate 
in this Christmas tradition! The service will be held next Sunday afternoon, December 20, at 
4:00 P.M. Refreshments will be served following the service. 

DIAPER DRIVE — Help COSMO/LWML celebrate the birth of Mary’s baby boy Jesus by 
providing much needed diapers for Project Hope. They are always in need of diapers (size 
newborn to adult), but especially at this time of year when budgets get tight. We will be 
collecting diapers throughout the month of December in the back of the church or you may 
make a monetary donation by marking it “Diaper Drive” and placing it in the offering plate. 

TEDDY BEAR COLLECTION — Please join the Mount Olive Sunday School in helping collect 
teddy bears to donate to local charities. Please bring your new or gently used teddy bears to 
Mount Olive and add them to our teddy bear tree in the back of church.  

STEWARDSHIP — “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God.” (Philippians 4:5-6 ESV). Wouldn’t you like to be free from worry and anxiety? Isn't 
it worry and anxiety that often keep us from living the generous life God has called us to? 
St. Paul contrasts anxiety with prayer, supplication, and thanksgiving in making our 
requests known to God. In other words, when you are tempted to anxiety and worry: pray to 
the Lord with a thankful heart and pour out your supplications before Him. 

TEACHER NEEDED — A preschool teacher is needed five mornings a week at St. Paul 
Lutheran School at 5020 Grand Ave. Additional day care hours are possible. Teach and 
work with children three to five years old. Contact Mrs. Linda Tripp at 402-881-5533 or 
lindat2@hotmail.com. 
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