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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas is coming! But the coming of the promised Messiah does not just
signify a baby being born in a stable; it reveals the Son of God coming to a
broken, sinful world to save each of us from our own sinful nature. He comes
to rule His people with loving justice; He comes to sacrifice Himself for us; He
comes to fulfill all God’s promises to us.
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December 20, 2015

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas is coming! But the coming of the promised Messiah does not just
signify a baby being born in a stable; it reveals the Son of God coming to a
broken, sinful world to save each of us from our own sinful nature. He comes
to rule His people with loving justice; He comes to sacrifice Himself for us; He
comes to fulfill all God’s promises to us.

PRELUDE

PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand

Stand

GATHERING

GATHERING

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.

INVOCATION

INVOCATION

LIGHTING OF FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE

LIGHTING OF FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE

HYMN

HYMN

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

(Hebrews 10:7)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(Hebrews 10:7)

Brothers and sisters in Christ, although we have been blessed with faith by the
Holy Spirit to put our trust in our Lord Jesus, by nature we daily and presently
lack faith in the Father’s saving work of sending His Son to Bethlehem.
Therefore, let us go to God, our Father, confessing our sins.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, although we have been blessed with faith by the
Holy Spirit to put our trust in our Lord Jesus, by nature we daily and presently
lack faith in the Father’s saving work of sending His Son to Bethlehem.
Therefore, let us go to God, our Father, confessing our sins.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have not always seen Your daily and eternal blessings
throughout our lives. We have let the troubles of this world overwhelm us.
We have failed to share our Christian faith. We have neglected to hear
Your Law and to let Your Gospel increase our hope and joy. For Jesus’
3

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have not always seen Your daily and eternal blessings
throughout our lives. We have let the troubles of this world overwhelm us.
We have failed to share our Christian faith. We have neglected to hear
Your Law and to let Your Gospel increase our hope and joy. For Jesus’
3

sake, forgive us; renew Your grace; and lead us with the saints before us
to magnify Your holy name.
Jesus told His heavenly Father, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God,
as it is written of Me in the scroll of the book.” He has won forgiveness and
eternal life for us by His obedient life, His sacrificial death, and His glorious
resurrection. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn
st. 3 - cantor

sake, forgive us; renew Your grace; and lead us with the saints before us
to magnify Your holy name.
Jesus told His heavenly Father, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God,
as it is written of Me in the scroll of the book.” He has won forgiveness and
eternal life for us by His obedient life, His sacrificial death, and His glorious
resurrection. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Blue 633

Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn
st. 3 - cantor

Blue 633

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! The Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,
He opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us for ever.

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! The Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,
He opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us for ever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing,
His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness,
The thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing,
His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness,
The thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness.

Cantor: In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing,
As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder,
The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder.
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,
The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story;
May God fill ev'ry day we share and bring us at last into glory.
APOSTOLIC GREETING

Cantor: In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing,
As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder,
The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder.
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,
The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story;
May God fill ev'ry day we share and bring us at last into glory.
APOSTOLIC GREETING

KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation

Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit

Sit

WORD

WORD

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Micah 5:2-5a
A future shepherd-king, like David, will come from Bethlehem.

Micah 5:2-5a
A future shepherd-king, like David, will come from Bethlehem.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they
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shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he
shall be the one of peace.

shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he
shall be the one of peace.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 80:1-7

(antiphon v. 7)

PSALM 80:1-7

(antiphon v. 7)

Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Cantor: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* You are
enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* stir up your might and
come to | save us!
Cantor: Restore us, | O God;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
O Lord | God of hosts,* how long will you be angry with your | people’s
prayers?
Cantor: You have fed them with the | bread of tears* and given them tears to drink in
full | measure.
You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* and our enemies
laugh a- | mong themselves.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Cantor: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* You are
enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* stir up your might and
come to | save us!
Cantor: Restore us, | O God;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
O Lord | God of hosts,* how long will you be angry with your | people’s
prayers?
Cantor: You have fed them with the | bread of tears* and given them tears to drink in
full | measure.
You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* and our enemies
laugh a- | mong themselves.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 10:5-10
The Christ has come to do the will of God.

Hebrews 10:5-10
The Christ has come to do the will of God.

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God,
I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of
me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God,
I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of
me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;* let it be with me according | to your
word. (Luke 1:38)

Cantor: Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;* let it be with me according | to your
word. (Luke 1:38)

HOLY GOSPEL

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)
Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise.

Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)
Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
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Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Sit

Sit

A NEW MAGNIFICAT

A NEW MAGNIFICAT

Soloists - Sarah Jank, Liz Matson

see insert

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

Soloists - Sarah Jank, Liz Matson

see insert

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

SERMON

SERMON

Surprise!

Luke 1:39-55

Surprise!

Stand

Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
st. 4 - choir in a setting by Walter Pelz

Luke 1:39-55

HYMN OF THE DAY

Green 34

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
st. 4 - choir in a setting by Walter Pelz

Green 34

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Choir 4: O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
6. O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Choir 4: O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
6. O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

5. O come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

5. O come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”
Sit

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”
Sit
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MEAL

MEAL

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Of the Father’s Love Begotten (Green 42)
jazz setting by Aaron David Miller

MUSIC AT OFFERING

Piano

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward,
please stand.

Of the Father’s Love Begotten (Green 42)
jazz setting by Aaron David Miller

Piano

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…

INVITATION

INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

Sit

11

11

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
st. 3 - cantor

Blue 632

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
st. 3 - cantor

Blue 632

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

Blue 730

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

Blue 730

Blest the Children of Our God

Blest the Children of Our God

Stand

Stand

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

SENDING

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION
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RECESSIONAL HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come

RECESSIONAL HYMN

Tune: Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland (28)

Savior of the Nations, Come

Tune: Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland (28)

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne.

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began.

God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown.

God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides.

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

POSTLUDE

Introduction and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2015 copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission. Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn copyright © 1983 GIA Publications. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie,
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Psalm 111; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:22-40
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ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------- Kailyn Townsend
ASSISTING MINISTER -------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr.
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS --------------------------------------- Jackie Headid, Lynne Ridner
LECTOR -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dixie Gerhart
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Worship Attendance........................................ 109
Communion ...................................................... 86
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Bible Class ........................................................ 35
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Needed Weekly ............................................. 4824
Specials ........................................................... 136
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 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE REHEARSAL 10:30 A.M.
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 1:00 P.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE ----------- 4:00 P.M.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:30 P.M.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE --------------------- 7:30 P.M.
CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST --------------- 10:00 A.M.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M.
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead the Adult

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead the Adult

Bible Class as it works through Commandments 9-10 in the Fellowship Hall. Next week
there will be an open forum. High School graduates through 30-somethings meet in the
library during the Christian Education Hour for Bible study. Pick up a cup of coffee and join
in.
SS CHRISTMAS SERVICE — The Sunday school will be presenting ʽThe King is Coming” this
year for our Children’s Christmas Service this afternoon at 4:00 p.m.
CAROL SING — We will sing Christmas carols beginning at 8:50 next Sunday morning. Plan
on coming early so you can participate.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve (Thursday) 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day (Friday)
10:00 A.M.
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GIFT IDEA/SAVE THE DATE — Treat yourself and the ones you love to a Sweet Life! Dessert

GIFT IDEA/SAVE THE DATE — Treat yourself and the ones you love to a Sweet Life! Dessert

Comedy Theatre on Friday, January 22, at Florence City Hall. You’ll enjoy a fun evening of
clean, family-friendly comedy and music while indulging in a beautiful array of
scrumptious desserts. It's a sweet treat your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family will
love! Tickets will be available in the narthex after services and by asking Tim Lorang or
Laura Hogan. Remember, they are only $15 in advance. What a great Christmas gift!
JANITORIAL VACANCY — If you are interested in providing janitorial services to the church,
please email Kelly Wegner at Kwegner310@gmail.com. You will be provided with an
outline of the position’s requirements and expectations for your review. Inquiries will be
accepted until January 15, 2016. Submissions received past that date will not be considered.
After January 15, 2016, the Board of Church Properties will evaluate the entries.
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES — Beginning as orphanages in Omaha and Fremont in 1892,
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska—a faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human
care organization—provides a multiplicity of services (children, behavioral health and refugee
and immigration services) impacting 35,000+ people annually from 27 locations throughout
Nebraska, and in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Wichita, Kansas. An envelope is enclosed in
today’s bulletin for you to support this human-care ministry of which we are a part.
2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2016 on
the back table. Please do not use them until 2016.
POINSETTIAS — Thank you to all who donated a poinsettia to decorate the chancel for
Christmas.
VBS DATES — Mark your calendars for this summer’s Vacation Bible School, Monday, July
18, through Friday, July 22.
DIAPER DRIVE — Help COSMO/LWML celebrate the birth of Mary’s baby boy Jesus by
providing much needed diapers for Project Hope. They are always in need of diapers (size
newborn to adult), but especially at this time of year when budgets get tight. We will be
collecting diapers throughout the month of December in the back of the church or you may
make a monetary donation by marking it “Diaper Drive” and placing it in the offering plate.
TEDDY BEAR COLLECTION — Please join the Mount Olive Sunday School in helping collect
teddy bears to donate to local charities. Please bring your new or gently used teddy bears to
Mount Olive and add them to our teddy bear tree in the back of church.
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Praying for Our Parish in 2015
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.
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