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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. These 
words of greeting from the pen of the apostle Paul are so familiar to us that we 
may miss what they convey. Grace: God’s riches at Christ’s expense; the favor 
of the Lord God for sinners like us; the unrelenting, unstoppable love of Jesus 

revealed in places like the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. Peace: 
wholeness and completeness that is simultaneously out of this world yet fully 
in this world; union with the Father through the forgiveness earned by His 

Son! As we continue our Advent journey today, our gracious God comes to us 
through His Means of Grace to deliver His perfect peace.  

 

P R E L U D E  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
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Welcome to worship, sisters and brothers,  

as we look toward the coming of the Christ! 
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I N V O C A T I O N  (Philippians 1:2) 

In the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
May the Lord prepare our hearts to receive the grace and peace He gives. 

 
L I G H T I N G  O F  S E C O N D  A D V E N T  C A N D L E  

 

H Y M N  

 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N   

Let us humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 Holy God, 
we are in need of grace. We are desperate for peace. As people born in sin, 

no matter where we turn, our pursuits to find wholeness leave us feeling 

empty and alone. Only in You, dear Father, are we made complete. Only 

in You, dear Savior, are we forgiven. Only in You, dear Holy Spirit, are 
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we restored. Draw us near to Calvary’s cross that we may learn again of 

the sacrifice made once and for all. Complete, forgive, and restore us 

today by Your saving grace and perfect peace. 

The God of grace and peace is not a God who is distant and far away from His 
creation. As Your everlasting Father, He draws close to you through the saving 
work of His Son. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, You are fully and 
freely forgiven! You are the Father’s own children! Upon this your confession, 
I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Hark! The Glad Sound Green 35 
 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne And ev'ry voice a song. 

 

He comes the pris'ners to release, In Satan's bondage held. 

The gates of brass before him burst, The iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of his grace To enrich the humble poor. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Your welcome shall proclaim,  

And heav'n's eternal arches ring With your beloved name. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 
K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Congregation 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 
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Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 
 

 

 
 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Malachi 3:1-7b 

A messenger shall prepare a way for the Lord’s coming. 
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 

in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is 

like a refiner's fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering 

of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as 

in former years. Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to 

bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 

swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the 

widow and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear 

me, says the Lord of hosts. For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O 

children of Jacob, have not perished. Ever since the days of your ancestors you 

have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I 

will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 



The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  6 6 : 1 - 1 2  (antiphon v. 12b)  

 
 

 

 

 

Cantor: We went through fire | and through water;* yet you have brought us out to a 

place of a- | bundance. 
Cantor: Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* sing the glory of his name; give to him | 

glorious praise. 
 Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds!* So great is your power that 

your enemies come cringing | to you. 

Cantor: All the earth worships you and sings prais- | es to you;* they sing praises | to your 
name.” 

 Come and see what | God has done:* he is awesome in his deeds towards 

the chil- | dren of man. 

Cantor: He turned the sea into | dry land;* they passed through the riv- | er on foot. 
 There did we rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes 

keep watch on the | nations—* let not the rebellious ex- | alt themselves. 

Cantor: Bless our God, O | peoples;* let the sound of his | praise be heard, 
 who has kept our soul among the | living* and has not let our | feet slip. 

Cantor: For you, O God, have | tested us;* you have tried us as sil- | ver is tried. 
 You have brought us in- | to the net;* you laid a crushing burden | on our 

backs; 

Cantor: you let men ride o- | ver our heads;* we went through fire and through water; 
yet you have brought us out to a place of a- | bundance. 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: We went through fire | and through water;* yet you have brought us out to a 

place of a- | bundance. 
 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Philippians 1:2-11 
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 

thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 

first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 

among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for 

me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for 

all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for 

all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your 

love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you 

to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Prepare the way | of the Lord.* All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.  
(Luke 3:4, 6) 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 3:1-14 
John the Baptizer heralds a new age of salvation. 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip 

ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around 

the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as 

it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 

made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” John said to the crowds 

that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is 

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then 

should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share 

with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax 

collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 

do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 

Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do 

not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 

with your wages.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

Excellence: Doing What Matters Most Philippians 1:2-11 

 
Stand 
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H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Green 36 
st. 3 - cantor 

 
On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

Cantor:We hail you as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without your grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 

 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, And make us rise to fall no more; 

Oh, let your face upon us shine And fill the world with love divine. 

 

All praise to you, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won, 

Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . let us pray to the Lord. 
Thank You, Lord, for Your saving grace and perfect peace! 

 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 
Sit 

 
 
 
 

 
G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 
M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Choir 
arranged by Anne Krentz Organ 

 
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
Prepare in the desert a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 
Make straight all the crooked places where the Lord our God may go! 
 
O Zion, give voice to good tidings, ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their king. 
The works of pride all perish, like flowers they shall decay; 
The pow’r and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away. 
 
 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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But your word, O God, is faithful, your arm, O Lord, is strong; 
You stand in the midst of nations, and you will right the wrong. 
You will feed your flock like a shepherd, the lambs you’ll gently hold; 
In pastures of peace you’ll lead them, and bring them to your fold. 
 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God of abundance, 
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 

the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  
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E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

 

 

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven.… 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Amen. 

Sit 
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If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People Green 29 
 

All Earth is Hopeful Blue 629 
 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  Green 23 
st. 4 - cantor 

 

Stand 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 
 
 
 
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

 

 

S E N D I N G 
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R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Green 30 
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver, Born a child, and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

 
Introduction, Invocation, and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2015 copyright © 2015 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission. Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission. Hark! The Glad Sound is in the public domain. Kyrie, Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer 
endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Psalm 66 is from Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission of Concordia Liturgy License #000010765. Gospel Acclamation text and Offering Prayer are from Sundays and 
Seasons 2016 copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry and Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus are both in the public domain. Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Third Sunday in Advent (Year C): Zephaniah 3:14-20; Psalm 85; 
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-28 (29-35) 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------- Kailyn Townsend 
ASSISTING MINISTER -------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr. 
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang 
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ---------------------------------------------- Ruth Benish, Lois Lenz 
LECTOR -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dixie Gerhart 
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��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 
 
 
 

 
������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY  WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE REHEARSAL 10:30 A.M. 
  COOKIE EXCHANGE --------------------------- 11:30 A.M. 
  YOUTH GROUP TO BABYSIT ----------------- 11:30 A.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 
TUESDAY - MT. OLIVE BOOK CLUB ------------------------ 6:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 
THURSDAY - ALL BOARDS MEETING ------------------------ 7:00 P.M. 
SUNDAY  WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE REHEARSAL 10:30 A.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 
  CHRISTMAS CAROLING/CLAUSEN HOME --- 6:00 P.M. 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead the Adult 
Bible Class as it works through the Ten Commandments in the Fellowship Hall. High 
School graduates through 30-somethings meet in the library during the Christian Education 
Hour for Bible study. Pick up a cup of coffee and join in. 

FUNERAL — Our sister in Christ, Mary Hahn, died Thursday. The memorial service will be 
Saturday, December 12, at 11:00 A.M. here at Mount Olive. The visitation will be preceding 
the service at 9:30 A.M. “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” (Rev. 

14:13) 
BABYSITTING — Parents, plan to leave your kids at Mount Olive today, December 6, from 

11:30 to 3:00 p.m. The Youth Group will provide lunch, snacks and activities. A free-will 
donation is requested. Walk-ins are welcome! Questions? Contact Kristi Townsend at (402) 
457-9611. 

GIFT IDEA/SAVE THE DATE — Treat yourself and the ones you love to a Sweet Life! Dessert 
Comedy Theatre on Friday, January 22, at Florence City Hall. You’ll enjoy a fun evening of 
clean, family-friendly comedy and music while indulging in a beautiful array of scrumptious 
desserts. It's a sweet treat your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family will love! Tickets 
will be available in the narthex after services and by asking Tim Lorang or Laura Hogan. 
Remember, they are only $15 in advance. What a great Christmas gift! 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 115 
Communion ...................................................... 89 
Sunday School  ................................................. 22 
Staff................................................................... 10 

Bible Class ........................................................ 35 
Offering ......................................................... 3423 
Needed Weekly ............................................. 4824 
Specials ........................................................... 365 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 0                            Thanksgiving Day - 79 
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Praying for Our Parish in 2015 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

November 30 
Kristi Townsend 

 December 3 
Rodney Lorang 

  

December 6, 2015 (C) SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

AUTOMATIC GIVING — Simply Giving is a way to make your Sunday morning offerings 
convenient and consistent through preauthorized withdrawal from your checking account at 
no extra cost to you. It is safe and secure. Your giving continues even if you are out of town 
or aren’t able to be at a worship service. Pick up a Simply Giving brochure from Max 
Williams or from the Church Office. More members each year are using this plan.  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE REHEARSAL — We are very excited to announce that 
practices for the Sunday School Christmas Program, “The King Is Coming”, have begun 
and continue each Sunday at 10:30 A.M. through December 20th. Parents, please make 
every effort to have your children at each practice to learn songs, practice speaking parts, 
and prepare for the program. All Mt. Olive Sunday School children are encouraged to 
participate in this Christmas tradition! 

ATTENTION CHRISTMAS BAKERS — Today is our Cookie Swap at 11:30 a.m. To 
participate, bring three to four dozen cookies, bars, snacks or candies. Also, be sure to bring 
a container to take home your Christmas goodies (plan for around three dozen). If you 
would like to share your recipe, bring it and we will make copies as needed. We are setting 
up in the old preschool (room next to Luther Hall) area and the swap will take place 
following the Adult/Sunday School Class Hour. Questions...Comments...Concerns...Contact 
Anne Wegner at (402) 980-6953.  

POINSETTIAS — Would you like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia this year? The 
cost is $11.50. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up by December 13. Please 
indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.  

DIAPER DRIVE — Help COSMO/LWML celebrate the birth of Mary’s baby boy Jesus by 
providing much needed diapers for Project Hope. They are always in need of diapers (size 
newborn to adult), but especially at this time of year when budgets get tight. We will be 
collecting diapers throughout the month of December in the back of the church or you may 
make a monetary donation by marking it “Diaper Drive” and placing it in the offering plate. 

STEWARDSHIP — “As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.'” (Luke 3:4 ESV)  God makes long range plans: Isaiah lived more than seven 
hundred years before St. John the Baptist preached by the Jordan River. Obviously God sees 
farther into the future than we do! That's yet another reason to trust Him when it comes to 
how He tells us to live our lives: He knows what's coming and we don't. 
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