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Jesus and the His disciples were confronted with thousands of hungry people 

in the wilderness. Not unlike the exodus desert centuries earlier, there is almost 

no food; logic suggests sending them back home. But Jesus, filled with 

compassion, miraculously feeds everyone. We live in a society we might call a 

spiritual desert. Yet here, too, our compassionate Shepherd meets our physical 

and spiritual needs. Instead of scattering us to fend for ourselves, as did the 

leaders of God’s Old Testament people, He unites us as His one flock. Jews 

and Gentiles, in the Second Lesson, find a unity in the peace of their one 

Savior, and so do we. Today, we have a feast of Word and Sacrament, yes, 

even here in the midst of our desert wandering, thanks be to God. 

 
P R E L U D E  

 
R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  (Isaiah 53:6)  

All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned—every one—to his own way;  

and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

Let us therefore go to our Lord, confident of His grace and mercy. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Our heavenly Father, 

we are by nature sinful and are entirely lost, fallen, and blind. Our cares 

and worries—our sins—blur our vision of Your grace and mercy. We do 

not always trust that You are concerned enough to meet all our physical 

and spiritual needs. For Jesus’ sake we humbly ask Your forgiveness for 

all our failures of weak faith and for listening to other voices. Open our 

ears and our eyes so that we may follow You, our True Shepherd, through 

every shadowy valley until we behold the streams of quiet water that 

eternally flow from Your throne of grace. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He 

gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 

Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Savior, Like a Shepherd Tune: Bradbury 

st. 1 - cantor 

 

Cantor: Savior, like a shepherd lead us; Much we need Your tender care. 

 In Your pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Your fold prepare. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours. 

G A T H E R I N G  
 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit  

 
 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

From David’s line, a righteous shepherd for Israel. 

 

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” says 

the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who shepherd my people: “It is you who have scattered my flock, 

and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 

attend to you for your evil doings,” says the Lord. “Then I myself will gather 

the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I 

will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will 

raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear 

any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,” says the Lord. “The 

days are surely coming,” says the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and 

Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The 

Lord is our righteousness.’”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

 

 

 

 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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You, Jesus, Are My Shepherd True 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Reconciled to God through Christ, our peace. 

 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 

uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 

circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at 

that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 

world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
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near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 

groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility 

between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, 

that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 

making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through 

the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and 

proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 

for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you 

are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the 

whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in 

whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
Stand 

 
G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

Cantor: My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. (John 10:27) 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Mark 6:30-44 
Jesus feeds the five thousand in the desert. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 

taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and 
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rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even 

to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now 

many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot 

from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a 

great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. When it grew 

late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now very late; send them away so that they may go into the 

surrounding country and villages and buy something for themselves to eat.” 

But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, 

“Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them 

to eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” 

When they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he ordered 

them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat 

down in groups of hundreds and of fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them 

to his disciples to set before the people; and he divided the two fish among 

them all. And all ate and were filled; and they took up twelve baskets full of 

broken pieces and of the fish. Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five 

thousand men.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted). 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

 -Rev. Eddie Mekasha 

 
Stand 

 
H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

The Church’s One Foundation Green 369 
 

The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is his new creation By water and the Word. 

From heav’n he came and sought her To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, And for her life he died. 
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Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation; One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued. 

 

Though with a scornful wonder This world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up: “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 

 

Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 

O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 

That we, like saints before us, May see you face to face. 

 
A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

 . . . let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 . . . for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 
M U S I C A L  O F F E R I N G  

Camp Discovery 2015 VBS Songs 

Jesus Works 

Joshua 1:9 

 
O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

 

M E A L  
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S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H A N K S G I V I N G  

 
W O R D S  O F  I N S T I T U T I O N  

 

P R O C L A M A T I O N  O F  C H R I S T  

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, . . . and teach us to pray: 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven.… 
 

I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Green 497 

st. 1 - cantor 

 

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Blue 711 

stanzas - cantor, refrain - congregation 

 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is Green 456 

 
Stand 

 
C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Green 497 

st. 1 - cantor 

 

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Blue 711 

stanzas - cantor, refrain - congregation 

 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is Green 456 

 
Stand 

 
C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 



13 

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 

Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing Green 196 
 

Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, Worship, thanks, devotion voicing:  

Glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and Passion sharing,  

By this Eucharist declaring Yours the final victory. 

 

Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing, Lost and lonely, one voice hearing, 

Ears attentive to your word; By your blood new life receiving, 

In your body, firm believing, We are yours, and you the Lord. 
 

Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving, We go forth alert and living 

In your Spirit, strong and free. Partners in your new creation, 

Seeking peace In ev’ry nation, May we faithful foll’wers be. 

 
D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

Introduction and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2015 copyright © 2015 Creative 

Communications for the Parish. Used by permission. Savior, Like a Shepherd is in the public domain. Hymn of Praise, Gospel Acclamation 

tune, Sanctus, and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Psalm 23 text Jaroslav Vajda copyright © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Gospel Acclamation text is from Sundays and Seasons 2015 © 2014 Augsburg Fortress 

Publishers. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. The Church’s One Foundation is in the public domain. Offering 

Prayer is from Lutheran Book of Worship copyright © 1978 Lutheran Church in American. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 

license #14075-LIT. Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing © 1983 Oxford University. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. 

Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – The Ninth Sunday of Pentecost (Year B, Pr. 12): Genesis 9:8-17; 

 Psalm 136:1-9; Ephesians 3:14-21; Mark 6:45-56 

 

S E N D I N G 
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��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE -------------------------------------------------------------------- Krista Townsend 

ASSISTING MINISTER -------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr. 

CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang 

LECTOR -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dixie Gerhart 

PREACHER --------------------------------------------------------------Rev. Eddie Mekasha 

PRESIDING MINISTER ----------------------------------------------------------- Galen Behr 

 
��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING 

  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 

  PACIFIC HILLS JAZZ CONCERT --------------- 7:00 P.M. 

TUESDAY - ELL PLANNING MEETING --------------------- 6:30 P.M. 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — Come to this morning’s Adult Bible Class that meets in the 

Fellowship Hall. Hear Rev. Mekasha and his wife share their life story and how God has 

used them in places like Louisville, Kentucky, St. Louis, Missouri and Omaha, Nebraska. 

Pick up a cup of coffee and catch the spirit-driven enthusiasm the Mekashas have. 

GUEST SPEAKER — Today Rev. Eddie Mekasha, who is on staff at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Omaha, and deployed at the Peace International Friendship Center as outreach 

pastor, as well as chaplain at Tyson Foods in Council Bluffs, is with us to preach and to lead 

the Adult Bible Class. He and his wife, Fantage and their two daughters, are from Ethiopia 

and emigrated to the United States in 2002. Pastor Mekasha is a longtime Lutheran and 

graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in 2007. He has authored and edited several 

books and translated Luther’s Small Catechism into Amharic (published by CPH). 

Gregarious, enthusiastic, and courageous, Rev. Mekasha builds relationship with 

immigrants quickly. He proclaims Jesus in all he does.  

ALTAR FLOWERS — The flowers in the chancel today are in memory of Alma Sabatka’s 

birthday from her son, Frank Sabatka. 

THANK YOU — We thank Galen Behr for leading our worship this morning.  

DON’T MISS — Sharon Owens and family will be at Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa, on 

Saturday, August 8, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. Please mark your calendars for this special event. 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 130 

Communion ..................................................... 106 

Sunday School  .................................................. 17 

Staff .....................................................................7 

Bible Class........................................................ 53 

Offering ........................................................ 3315 

Needed Weekly ............................................ 4824 

Specials .......................................................... 295 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 4 
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You will be amazed as Sharon Owens reports on her most important work of bringing light 

to this land of darkness, and how the Lord is using her family to share the message of Jesus 

with so many. These Missionaries are truly NOT NORMAL and you won’t forget their 

miracle stories. When they are through with their presentation, you will UNDERSTAND 

WHY WE MUST SEND MISSIONARIES TO THIS AREA OF THE WORLD WHERE 

THERE IS SO MUCH DARKNESS! If you have questions about this event, please call the 

church office at 402-455-8700. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — Our 2015 Vacation Bible School was held this past week with 

a Closing Program on Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. We had an average of 54 students every 

night. Thank you to all staff who shared Jesus with the students. Thank you to all who 

donated items, baked cookies, or gave monetary support to make this outreach effort 

happen. The energy level was great all week! -Jody Wells-Padron  
PASTOR ABSENT — Pastor Jank is in Atlanta, Georgia this week attending the 2015 Biennial 

Conference of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians. The conference theme is 

“Called to be a Living Voice.” He will be back in his office on Friday morning.  

VISITOR TEAM — Max and Linda Williams  

LWML/COSMO — Summer is here! What joy we receive in God’s marvelous gifts during the 

summer – birds, lightning bugs, squirrels, dogs, cats, cows, fish, and even snakes. God is 

our Rock and our strength. Remember our mission grants with prayer. Check to see if there 

are any updates since you last went to www.lwml.org. 
ELECTRONIC GIVING DOESN’T TAKE VACATIONS — This summer, if you can’t make it to 

church due to travel or other commitments, we encourage you to automate your regular 

donations. Mount Olive relies on the consistent financial support of the congregation and 

electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis. Pick up an authorization 

form. We thank you for your continued support!  

OUR MISSIONARIES — We invite your continued prayerful and financial support of our 

missionaries abroad: Julie Lutz and family in Papua, New Guinea (medical missionary), and 

Sharon Owens and family in Macau. Note their letters on the north hall bulletin board. 

Remember in prayer also POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach) as it trains a new 

missionary couple to serve Muslim immigrants here in metro Omaha. 
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Praying for Our Parish in 2015 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

July 20 

Alexis Brown 

Charly Peterson 

July 21 

Dan Hurt 

Evelyn Misiolek 

July 22 

Rosemary Block 

July 24 

Verdell Adler 

July 25 

Amber Brown 

July 19, 2015 (B) EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
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