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Vacation Bible School 

Camp Discovery 
Jesus At Work Through Us 

 
July 13-17, Monday - Friday 

6:00 - 8:00 P.M. 
 

We’re excited about Mount Olive’s Vacation Bible School to be 
held July 13 - 17. This year’s program is Camp Discovery: Jesus 

at Work Through Us. 

 
Kids ages four through the sixth grade will have a fun time at 
Camp Discovery. Kids can come early for “splash and dash” 
games, followed by Treetop storytelling and exploring Bible 
truths that point to Jesus. They’ll participate in memorable Bible-
learning activities, discovering how he blesses us with courage 
and wisdom for our everyday journey. We will be reinforcing the 
message with “S’more” music, wilderness crafts and Campfire 
snacks. 
 
Registration forms are available in the church bulletin, call the 
church office at 402-455-8700, or register online at 
www.mountoliveomaha.com.  - Jody Wells-Padron 
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Suppose you were going to buy new curtains 
for your house and someone next door was 
starving. Is it okay to still buy the curtains? 
Of course not! 
 
But what if that person lives at the end of the 
block? Then what? Maybe you might pitch in 
to help. 
 
What if that person lived in your neighbor-
hood? You certainly don’t know all the peo-
ple in your neighborhood. How would you 
know? Would you even care? 
 
How far away does the person have to live 
before it’s okay to buy curtains and let that 
person starve to death? 
 
Bob Pierce, founder of World Vision and 
Samaritan’s Purse, has shared this prayer of 
his: “Let my heart be broken with the things 
that break the heart of God.” Dare we pray 
those words ourselves? My tendency is to go 
shopping for curtains. Then I can pull them 
tight so I don’t have to see the plight of a 
hurting world. 
 
How different was Jesus. He led his small 
band of followers directly through Samaria—
the Badlands. And what’s more, while pass-
ing through, Jesus (a Jewish male) dared to 
converse with a Samaritan woman (of all 
people) who had been married five times 
(ouch) and who was now living with a sixth 
man (how much worse can you get). Jesus 
took time to speak with this woman, with her 
reputation. Even the women of her own town 
shunned her. Jesus asked her for help and in 
so doing opens our eyes to the reality of true 
generosity. 

We tend to guard our 
heart from the ravages 
of world disasters or 
from the poor--and may-
be immoral--just down 
the street or a short 
drive away. We have 
become skilled at muf-
fling the cries of distress 
that echo all around us. 
We yearn for a message from God that is 
soft, easy and affirms our human selfishness. 
That allows us to close the curtains on the 
needs around us. We would much rather 
shield our eyes from the poor, continue to 
forget about the imprisoned and the refugee, 
and let sinners die in their sins without a 
message of hope. 
 
God would remind us how generous He has 
been to us. Not just in material blessings. 
“You know the generous act of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he came poor, so that by his pov-
erty you might become rich” (2 Corinthians 

8:9). Yes, we are rich with God’s for-
giveness, His peace, great joy, and unending 
hope. God has made us rich so that we have 
much to distribute. He urges us to excel in 
generosity. He even gives us the freedom to 
determine where such generosity is applied. 
 
Remember that others see a reflection of God 
in us. Caring, generous, and faithful are 
words we use to describe our wonderful God. 
We experience such qualities from Him eve-
ry day. God, help us to now emulate You, so 
that others might glorify You. 
 

—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr 
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VBS Mission Project 
 
Each year we pick a worthy cause that our 
VBS will help. This year we have chosen 
POBLO Missions. Back to school supplies and 
new backpacks are always needed and would 
be helpful for the many children who will go 
back to school this fall. Please consider donat-
ing any type of school supplies (i.e. pencils, 
notebooks, erasers, backpacks, folders, pens, 
flashcards, crayons, markers, etc.) Your pray-
ers are equally as important, so please remem-
ber this mission in prayer. You are also wel-
come to make a monetary donation. Simply 
put your donation in an envelope and mark, 
“VBS Missions.” Place in the collection plate. 

Staff Members Needed 
 

Staff members are needed for Vacation Bi-
ble School this year. We need people of all 
range of skills. Can you teach children? Do 
you like to play games? Do you have lim-
ited time and can’t stay the whole evening? 
We need all of you to make this year’s VBS 
a success! If you would like to help, please 
call Jody Wells-Padron at 402-453-1045.  
 
As always, we need behind the scenes folks 
to provide the items needed for snacks as 
well as to bake cookies. Check out the Sun-
day bulletin for an updated list of items.  

VBS Food List 
 
Can you help? These items can be brought at 
any time and placed in the kitchen. If perish-
able, please place in the left refrigerator. 
Please mark your donations as VBS. Any 
money donation can be put in the collection 
plate marked VBS 2015. 
 

� Bananas, (2) large bunches 

� Blueberries, (2) pints 

� Bagels, plain, regular size, (30) needed 

� Butter, (1) pound tub 

� Ranch dip, (3) cartons 

� Carrots, (2) two pound bag 

� Black Olives, (1) can 

� Green Peppers, (7) 

� Raisins, (1) box 

� Pretzel 
Sticks 
(1) bag 

� Canta-
loupe (1) 
large 

� Rice Chex, (1) box 

� Chocolate Chips (1) 12 ounce package 

� Marshmallows, miniature (1) package 

� Strawberries (2) two pound cartons 

� Jello, (2) large boxes 

� Marshmallows, Large size, 16 ounce 
package 

� Cool Whip, (1) large tub 

� Kool aid, presweetened (9) containers 

� Homemade (or close to) cookies for the 
last day of VBS for the program 
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In Ministry 

With God’s 

People 
 
We remember in prayer 
 

...Robert Degner, 

Neena Kraemer-

Solberg, Rod Lorang, 

Carol McGrath, 

Dawn Payne, Betty 

Sorensen, Frank Tier-

ney, Don Weihe, and 
Janet Zulfer. 

 
...our Vacation Bible 

School July 13-17. 

 
...the recruitment of Sun-

day School teachers for 
this fall’s staff. 

 
...the English Language 

Learning (ELL) classes 
that will resume at 
Mount Olive this fall. 

 
...our need to grow into a 

more zealous, commit-
ted and sharing congre-
gation. 

 
...the new POBLO mis-

sionaries that are being 
trained to serve in the 
metro Omaha area. 

Welcome New Member 

We welcome Walter Simet, 

Jr. as a new member to our 
Mount Olive family. Walter 
lost his parents at a young 
age and his grandfather used 
to bring him to Mount Olive 
as a youth. As he likes to 
say, “I was on the streets 
since I was seven years of 
age.” For several years he 
walked two miles to Mount 
Olive every Sunday. Then 
for the past year he relocat-
ed to 6043 Ville De Santa 
Drive and now receives a ride. Walter worked as a janitor for 
many years in places like Creighton University, U.S. Mills 
and Chubbs grocery store. He is now retired and looks for-
ward to being with us in worship and Bible class every week. 
He recently completed the Spring Adult Information Class and 
has confessed his faith 
and desires to join us 
in our congregational 
mission to reach out 
to our neighborhoods 
with the love of 
Christ. Welcome, 
Walter! 

 

Marcia Steckelberg attend-
ed the LWML convention in 
Des Moines, Iowa, June 25-
28. 
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On Sunday, July 12th, we will be recognizing the 70th 
anniversary of Pastor Emeritus Roland A. Jank, Sr.’s 

ordination into the ministry. Former Nebraska District 
President Reverend Russ Sommerfeld will join us that 
Sunday to preach and to recognize this remarkable mile-
stone in Pastor Jank, Sr.’s life. 
 
We will continue the celebration with a cake reception 
during the beginning of the Adult Bible class hour. Co-
incidentally, the 14th of July also marks Pastor Sr.’s 

95th birthday. Please join us in honoring his service and 
celebrating these milestones in his life! 
 
As many of you may remember, our pastor’s father, the 
Rev. Roland A. Jank, Sr., moved to Immanuel Village 
here in Omaha in 2004 after retiring from Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Columbus, Nebraska, and has been 
attending services here at Mount Olive ever since. He 
regularly attends Adult Bible class, sometimes contributing helpful insights based on his wisdom 
and years of experience in the ministry. 
 
After graduating from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, he was ordained in 1945 and served the 
Iowa and Nebraska congregations listed below. His first and third locations were dual congrega-
tion ministries. 

� Immanuel, Amherst, NE/Grace, Sumner, NE 1945-1956 

� Peace, Hastings, NE 1956-1971 

� Trinity, Guttenberg, IA/St. Paul, McGregor, IA         

1971-1978 

� Immanuel, Columbus, NE 1978-2004 
 
Again, please join us for worship and Bible class on Sunday to celebrate! 

Come Celebrate Reverend Roland 
A. Jank, Sr.’s 70th Anniversary 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win, Sharon McDonald, 
Barb Stacy, and Judy Rath 

for helping with the June 
Messenger.  
 
Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win for taking the finished 
newsletter to the downtown 
post office every month.  
 
A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care of 
all of the church’s recyclables. 
 
Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma and Pearl Wiley 

for weekly lending a hand 
in the church office. 

 
- Teresa Kuti 

  

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-
9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

We continue to assemble a 
few bags of groceries for 
our POBLO work with 
families who are in need. 
Items that can be used are: 
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour, 
cooking oil, dried beans, 
jam, sugar-free peanut-
butter, cookies, juice. 
Please no canned vegeta-
bles or macaroni and 
cheese. A receptacle for 
such foodstuffs is in the 
north hallway. 

POBLO The Health Ministry team 
would like to thank Kaylee 

Fly for helping out with its 
monthly blood pressure 
checks in June. 

Thank You! 

Pastor Jank will attend 
the biennial conference of 
the Association of Luther-
an Church Musicians in 
Atlanta, Georgia July 19-
22. 

Pastor Out Of Town 
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Rev. Richard Snow was 
elected to a three-year term 
as the new President of the 
Nebraska District LCMS. 
He will be installed at St. 
John Lutheran Church, 
Battle Creek, Nebraska on 
Sunday, July 26 at 3:00 
P.M. 

New District  
President 

The Vacation Bible School 
decorating committee 
needs your help! They are 
needing to borrow these 
items: 

� lanterns 

� picnic baskets 

� small evergreen 
(Christmas) trees 

� canoe 
 
Please place these items in 
the back room of Luther 
Hall. Mark your name and 
the items will be returned 
to you at the conclusion of 
VBS in July. 

VBS Supplies Needed 

On Thursday, July 9, from 
4:00-8:00 p.m. join the 
Northeast Precinct at Mil-
ler Park (30th & Redick 
Ave.) for a family friendly 
activity for children ages 5 
through 12 and their par-
ents. The horse patrol and 
the police helicopter will 
be on site. The event in-
cludes free hotdogs and 
hamburgers, bottled water, 
dunk tank, free bike hel-
mets and a drawing for 
new and gently used bikes. 
Miller Park pool will have 
free swimming between 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

Community Day 
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OOOURURUR                                    

MMMISSIONARIESISSIONARIESISSIONARIES   

AAABROADBROADBROAD   
 
 Mt. Olive is helping to 
support two missionaries 
and their families who live 
abroad. We remember them 
periodically in our public 
prayer. We ask that you 
continue to support them 
financially with your regu-
lar gifts. Information about 
their work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an encour-
agement for your continued 
interest and support. For the 
year 2015 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

Box 803 

Mt. Hagen,  

Western Highlands Province 

Papua New Guinea 
lutz.travel@gmail.com 

 
Concordia English Center 
Sharon Owens 
174 Rud de Pequim 
Com. Bldg. Kong Fat 6 A-B 
Macau, SAR China 
smomacau@yahoo.com 

Sharon Owens and family at Mission  
Central, August 8, 2015 at 1:00 pm 

 
Please mark your calendars for a special event at Mission 

Central in Mapleton, Iowa. You will be amazed as Sharon 

Owens reports on her most important work of bringing light 
to this land of darkness, and how the Lord is using her family 
to share the message of Jesus with so many. 
 
These Missionaries are truly NOT NORMAL and you won’t 
forget their miracle stories. When they are through with their 
presentation, you will UNDERSTAND WHY WE MUST 
SEND MISSIONARIES TO THIS AREA OF THE WORLD 
WHERE THERE IS SO MUCH DARKNESS! 

What Is Mission Central? 
 
It all began in a most “upsetting way”. The words came from 
my wife, Maxine, when she said, “We can’t keep this up any 
more....we don’t even have a home of our own, and who are 
all these people coming and going?” On December 17th, 1993, 
Dr. Glenn O’Shoney called and said, “Gary, would you be 
interested in being part of trying something? We would like to 
try to put a deployed person out living in your area, who 
would travel around raising the level of mission awareness!” 
At the time I was president of the Mapleton Trust & Savings 
Bank in Mapleton, Iowa and had been in the banking and real 
estate and insurance business for 33 years at that same bank! It 
was a shock and it came at “just the wrong time”. I was sched-
uled to be president of the Iowa Bankers Association in the 
next year and what would everyone say, and how would this 
work. My having served on the Board for Mission Services for 
11 years had been such a blessing and as chairman of the 
board from 1989 to 1994 provided me with some excellent 
background and understanding of the mission of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Update from our missionaries in 

Macau, Sharon Owens and family 
 
This summer a great exodus of missionaries 
occurred in Macau. Many of the missionaries 
transitioned into other opportunities leaving 
only 2 of us serving in Macau. Pastor Parris 
and I are working hard to keep the momen-
tum going until our mission field receives 
more missionaries. Please pray for more mis-
sionaries to serve in Macau. 
 
One blessing from the lack of American staff 
is that I have had the chance to see some of 
the long term students really take ownership 
in the ministry. They have stepped up into 
support roles for worship, children’s ministry 
and outreach. We could not keep up the mo-
mentum and do all the things we are doing 
without their help. 
 
God has provided a great team of local sup-
porters to care for me and the children, too. I 
am really starting see how much they care for 
me. The other day I could hardly take in all 
the love they were pouring out on me. I guess 
all the energy that used to be poured on the 
large team is now all being sent my way. It is 
really a nice, comforting feeling of belonging 
and being appreciated. It is hard for me to 
have the words to say how grateful I am for 
their love. I just keep thanking God for their 
support and care. 
 
In August, I started leading the children’s 
Bible class. At first, I was not too excited 
about it. I even considered if we should focus 
our energy on the children especially since 
we have not seen any growth in the church 
plant from the children’s outreach. Logically 

it made sense to me to focus on the adults 
since over the years this is where we have 
seen the fruit of our labor. We all know how 
God can change our hearts and so it is with 
me. I have grown to love teaching the kids. 
We have a lot of fun singing, learning about 
God’s word, and doing crafts. Pray for me as 
I am working on strategies to bring the chil-
dren into the church plant and get the parents 
involved. 
 
Reformation Celebration: On Sunday after 
worship we had a potluck followed by a so-
cial activity to celebrate and teach about the 
Reformation. Pastor Parris taught about the 
history and what it means for us today. He 
had a fun object lesson about when hearing 
the sound of the money hits the bucket you 
know your sins are forgiven.  
 
Peter is growing so tall now. I can hardly be-
lieve it. He is nearly eye to eye with me. 
Wahhh. I will have to get a part time job to 
continue to feed him. Just kidding. Mothers 

(Continued on page 14) 
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The decision was made that on June 1st, 
1994, the “trial” would begin. We would do 
all the work out of the basement of our home 
in the country two miles east of Mapleton, 
Iowa, thus operating an office with no over-
head or utilities or rental of office space. Then 
the journey began. For nine years we saw 
something begin to develop. Standing in the 
basement of our home, I remember saying, 
“Lord if you could provide us with just (1) 
four-drawer file of people who really ‘get it’ 
and understand what mission is all about. 
People who take it personally and who are 
‘not normal’.” It was like the Lord said, 
“Gary, my arms are NOT THAT SHORT”. 
Little did I know that HE was going to pro-
vide not just one file cabinet, but 16 file cabi-
nets filled with people who HE would “call” 
at just the right time to pray for and support 
our dear missionaries in the LCMS.  
 
The Lord seemed to always send the “right 
people at just the right time”. I remember so 
well hearing the words from the young moth-
er whose husband was a cattle feeder, “I can’t 
provide any monetary gifts, but I would sure 
love to volunteer my time as a secretary for 
you. I’ve worked in an attorney’s office for 
years”. Wow, it was just what I needed! 
 
Then the Lord begin to grow and grow and 
grow the contacts and the “not normal” peo-
ple who wanted to have the privilege of serv-
ing HIM. The office continued in the base-
ment of our home until 2003, when Maxine 
made the opening statement of this article! 
We had so many people coming and going, in 
fact, we didn’t have a home anymore! What 
were we going to do for an office for our 

growing and growing number of file cabinets 
that had totally outgrown our two volunteer 
secretaries and their desks also? 
 
Right across the road from our home was an 
old set of farm buildings owned by a wonder-
ful Catholic farm family. Never in my wildest 
dreams did I ever think of that location for a 
place that would be called Mission Central. In 
2003, just when we needed a place to do the 
Lord’s work, HE called the lady home that 
owned the farm across the road. The family 
called and asked if we would be interested in 
buying 5 acres and the old farm buildings? 
They said that we would probably bulldoze 
down the buildings and just get the acreage 
“cleaned up”. Never did we envision what God 
had in mind. The five acres were purchased at 
“just the right time” and then we begin to see 
what the Lord had in mind for a place that we 
called “MISSION CENTRAL”. The pieces 
just seemed to fall into place at “just the right 
time” and God called over a hundred volun-
teers, and from an old set of farm buildings we 
no longer had a hog house, but a fellowship 
hall, and after hauling out 21 loads of manure 
from the barn, we no longer had a barn, but a 
worship center and Mission Museum that 
could seat 250 people! The house that needed 
some extensive work became our offices and 
food preparation area, and the upstairs bed-
rooms became the home of visiting missionar-
ies from around the world! The buildings and 
Mission Central were officially dedicated on 
August 23rd, 2003!  
 
That was the beginning of this Miracle Story, 
and today it has grown and grown and grown 
to levels that we in our little faith had never 
dreamed of happening! We operate Mission 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Central with a staff of 69 unpaid volunteers! 
God has sent us the right people at just the 
right time! Each volunteer has a title and a spe-
cific assignment of work for the Lord Jesus! 
Each volunteer knows exactly what they are 
called to do, and we allow them the freedom to 
do that assignment in the best possible way! 
We have five volunteer pilots that provide no 
cost transportation and the property has been 
deeded to the Lord’s church and we are just 
“managing for a little while”. The entire facili-
ty operates with no overhead, as God has 
called special people to provide for the upkeep, 
utilities, L.P. Gas, and insurance and all other 
operational needs. Therefore, not one penny is 
ever taken out of any gift for our missionaries 
for the operations of the facilities at Mission 

Central. They have NO ANNUAL BUDGET, 
and each year they have an annual meeting of 
all of their volunteers and their families, so that 
they can all report on their work! Yes, last year 
NEARLY 100 furloughing missionaries came 
and reported in the barn, and made this their 
home for a few days! 
 
Nearly all of the volunteers work in their 
homes, and our volunteer Data Entry Special-
ist reported that he donates about 20 hours 
each month for the full accounting of activi-
ties of Mission Central. He reported recently 
that Mission Central currently has over 8000 
active individuals and families that are pray-
ing for and supporting our LCMS World Mis-
sionaries! Also, in addition we have 1100 
congregations and Bible study groups that are 
praying for and supporting our missionaries. 
In the last nearly 21 years, God has provided 
over 80,000 separate gifts that HE has sent 
from 42 different states, three different Cana-
dian provinces and from Great Britain. This 

past year the Lord sent 39 bus loads of people 
to Mission Central and over 4000 visitors 
came. The three groups of farm ladies that 
serve as our volunteer “Meal Specialists” re-
ported that they served 59 different groups of 
people that came to Mission Central just last 
year and all at no cost, because the LWML 
provides our food pantry at no cost, and vari-
ous farmers keep our pork and beef supply in 
good order...all at no cost. 
 
The only mailing that is done at Mission Cen-

tral is ONE TIME A YEAR! At thanksgiving 
time a special letter is sent to our families and 
congregations! The national return rate on 
mailings is about 2 to 4 % of return! In 2012, 
the return rate on the annual mailing was near-
ly 40% and the one mailing provided support 
for our missionaries and their projects of 
$525,000.00! The amazing “miracle” of that 
event is the fact that a family donates the post-
age and the picture that is sent out in the annual 
mailing, and the volunteers do all the rest. That 
mailing goes out without any expense to be 
recovered, so that every dollar will be able to 
be directed to the missionaries and the pro-
jects! At the present time Gary has 16 volun-
teer secretaries that type for him, and they all 
work from their home offices in Iowa, Nebras-
ka and Minnesota and use “transcribers” to 
listen to the dictation on mini-cassettes. All 
these letters are sent at NO COST, because the 
postage is donated, and a family from Nebras-
ka provides all the stationery! 
 
Mission Central is another example of not 
what men can do, but what God can do in the 
middle of a cornfield in the middle of the hills 
of western Iowa. This just “can’t really work” 

(Continued on page 14) 
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A s promised, here is the article cele-
brating God’s blessings on the efforts 

of Mount Olive’s elected and volunteer work-
ers who were dedicated to striving to fulfill 
our vision over the past two to four years. As 
a reminder, that vision states: “Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church is committed to bringing 
Christ to people in our surrounding neighbor-
hoods. We live the Gospel by caring, sharing 
and serving in Christ’s name. We accomplish 
this through outreach in service and relation-
ship development.” 
 
That vision arose from our congregation’s 
opportunity to work a revitalization process 
offered through the Nebraska District. 
Coached by Pastors Rich Boring and Chip 
Winter, Mount Olive set up a governance 
board which guided our newly elected work-
ers (2011) in setting goals to reach our vision. 
Robbie Moffett, Sr., who served as chair of 
the governance board, shared these thoughts, 
“I really enjoyed the results that were 
achieved from working on the governance 
board.  It opened our eyes to the community 

around us.  It changed our mission to focus on 

outreach to our neighbors.  It opened our 

doors to our facility for community use and 
allowed us to gain a new focus on serving the 
needs of others.”  
 
What are some of the things God blessed us 
to accomplish over the past four years that we 

celebrate today and can build on in the fu-
ture? 

� Increase in enrollment and consisten-
cy in children’s Sunday School at-
tendance 

� Carefully recruited and consistent 
teaching staff that is strong and car-
ing 

� Christian education training opportu-
nities 

� Successful VBS programs 

� Outreach opportunities through VBS 
Finales and Children’s Christmas 
Services 

� Sunday School Teacher Appreciation 
Day 

� Youth Group/church member dinner 
outings successfully helped build re-
lationships 

� Thriving Youth Group with numer-
ous activities, including neighbor-
hood service projects 

� Keeping building and grounds/
parking attractive for neighborhood 
and visitors 

� Increased use of building and 
grounds for outreach: English Lan-
guage Learning, National Night Out, 
etc. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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� Began offering annual Mission U 
Evangelism training (for Mount Olive 
and other churches’ members) 

� Established Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
which drew new neighbors and chil-
dren 

� Partnerships with St. John (Florence 
Days Parade, shared Thanksgiving Day 
Service, VBS resources, blood drives 
and other service projects) 

� Lay Ministry Board being able to carry on with providing private communion for the 
home bound, 

� regular Sunday services (with Pastor Rod Meske preaching most Sundays), and facili-
tating three funerals while Pastor was on sabbatical. As Lay Ministry Director Tim 

Lorang noted, “The church family truly came together during this time, all while the 
sanctuary remodeling was taking place.” 

� Lay Ministry calls to members and acts of service that have resulted in members return-
ing and have been a blessing to those making the calls as well as those who were visited 

� Completion of sanctuary remodeling 

� Successful Lenten and Advent Soup and Sandwich suppers and an Old Fashioned     
Lutheran Potluck 

� Friday Film Nights for members and friends 

� Husker Tailgate Parties at the Kosch farm 

� Celebration of Pastor Jank’s 40th Anniversary as an ordained minister 

� Engaging POBLO missionaries Aman and Amel Hamid for outreach to new immi-
grants/refugees 

� English Language Learning and Citizenship Classes organized by Marsha Behr 

 
Again, thank you to all who worked, with God’s help, to reach out and accomplish these things. 
 

- Gloria Sorensen 
Executive Director 2011-2015 

(Continued from page 12) 
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and other service projects) 

� Lay Ministry Board being able to carry on with providing private communion for the 
home bound, 

� regular Sunday services (with Pastor Rod Meske preaching most Sundays), and facili-
tating three funerals while Pastor was on sabbatical. As Lay Ministry Director Tim 

Lorang noted, “The church family truly came together during this time, all while the 
sanctuary remodeling was taking place.” 

� Lay Ministry calls to members and acts of service that have resulted in members return-
ing and have been a blessing to those making the calls as well as those who were visited 

� Completion of sanctuary remodeling 

� Successful Lenten and Advent Soup and Sandwich suppers and an Old Fashioned     
Lutheran Potluck 

� Friday Film Nights for members and friends 

� Husker Tailgate Parties at the Kosch farm 

� Celebration of Pastor Jank’s 40th Anniversary as an ordained minister 

� Engaging POBLO missionaries Aman and Amel Hamid for outreach to new immi-
grants/refugees 

� English Language Learning and Citizenship Classes organized by Marsha Behr 

 
Again, thank you to all who worked, with God’s help, to reach out and accomplish these things. 
 

- Gloria Sorensen 
Executive Director 2011-2015 

(Continued from page 12) 
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These Sunday School students had  
perfect attendance in June.  
Congratulations!! 

Easton Kosch — Pre-school 
 
Mckoy Kosch, Gideon Rager, Reagan 

Wegner — PreK/K 
 
Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend —

1st/2nd 
 
Kelsea Townsend, Krista Townsend —

High School 

Rich & Lois Barr: (remove) released to another Lutheran church 

Dawn Payne: 856 S 21 St, Omaha NE 68108 

Walter Simet, Jr.: 6043 Villa De Sante Dr., Omaha NE 68104 

D I R E C T O R Y  C H A N G E S 

with teen boys know what 
I am talking about and 
he’s not even a teen yet. 
 
Joanna and Peter both 
joined the badminton team 
this year. Pray for a fun, 
safe, and memorable sea-
son for them. They really 
play for the fun of the 
sport and are not focused 
on the idea that they have 
to win every game. This 
makes me smile. 
 
Joanna has been such a 

blessing to the children’s 
ministry. Her servant 
heart continues to over-
flow in so many ways. 
Pray for her to keep that 
servant heart as she heads 
deeper into the teen years. 
 
Joanna had a project for 
school where she had to 
write about her future ca-
reer. She said she might 
like to be a nurse. Please 
pray for her as she begins 
to think ahead about ca-
reer choices.  

-Sharon Owens 

(Continued from page 9) 

and yet it does, and the Good 
Lord smiles and continues to 
bless this amazing place that 
HE has put together! Mission 

Central is the largest mission 
supporting agency in the entire 
U.S. for our Lutheran Church 
and supports the majority of 
all of the missionaries in the 
Lutheran Church. The website 
operated by our volunteer 
Website Director in Omaha at 
no cost is: 
www.missioncentral.us My 
personal e-mail is: 
Gary.Thies@lcms.org. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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