9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. (A light lunch will be provided.)
Mount Olive Lutheran Church,
7301 N 28th Ave., Omaha, NE 68112
Cost: Nothing but your time (God’s time actually)
Contact Max Williams, 402-455-7382,
dmw@knowisinc.com
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This course will enable our congregation to more powerfully
(and insightfully) share the Gospel in the changing communities at our doorsteps. It underscores the urgency for increased mobility on the part of our pastor and congregation
in taking the Good News to those outside the church. Getting
beyond the walls of the church is crucial as we follow Jesus
into our communities with His timeless Gospel, addressing
the pressing needs of those caught in the tumult of 21st century life. We will learn how to initiate and cultivate relationships in urban contexts and how to overcome stumbling
blocks when sharing Christ in these settings. Traci Kohls,
Director of Discipleship Ministries at Trinity Lutheran
Church & School in Waconia, Minnesota, will be our
presenter.

Messenger

402-455-8700
7301 North 28 Avenue Omaha, Nebraska, 68112

L U T H E R A N
O L I V E
M O U N T

Messenger

Mission U – 202:
The Outreach Congregation in an
Urban & Suburban Setting

402-455-8700

April 2015

7301 North 28 Avenue Omaha, Nebraska, 68112

April 2015

www.mountoliveomaha.com

Volume LIII
Number 4

C H U R C H

Volume LIII
Number 4

Mission U – 202:
The Outreach Congregation in an
Urban & Suburban Setting
This course will enable our congregation to more powerfully
(and insightfully) share the Gospel in the changing communities at our doorsteps. It underscores the urgency for increased mobility on the part of our pastor and congregation
in taking the Good News to those outside the church. Getting
beyond the walls of the church is crucial as we follow Jesus
into our communities with His timeless Gospel, addressing
the pressing needs of those caught in the tumult of 21st century life. We will learn how to initiate and cultivate relationships in urban contexts and how to overcome stumbling
blocks when sharing Christ in these settings. Traci Kohls,
Director of Discipleship Ministries at Trinity Lutheran
Church & School in Waconia, Minnesota, will be our
presenter.

Saturday, April 25, 2015
9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. (A light lunch will be provided.)
Mount Olive Lutheran Church,
7301 N 28th Ave., Omaha, NE 68112
Cost: Nothing but your time (God’s time actually)
Contact Max Williams, 402-455-7382,
dmw@knowisinc.com

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

Page 2

C H U R C H

An out-of-town preacher arrived on Saturday
evening in preparation for delivering his sermon the next morning at a Bloomington, Illinois church. Because he liked to understand
better the context into which he was stepping,
he bought a local newspaper and read
through it. Now there are two small towns
near Bloomington, one called “Normal” and
the other “Oblong.” As the man was perusing
the newspaper, he came to the society section. There his eyes were drawn to a headline
that read: “Normal Boy Marries Oblong
Girl.” He thought this was hilarious. So he
cut out the article.
The next morning he read this headline from
the pulpit to the congregation: “Normal Boy
Marries Oblong Girl.” He expected much
laughter, but there was none. The names of
the towns were so much a part of his audience’s local language they couldn’t see how
funny the headline might sound to the rest of
the world.
Sin and death are so much a part of our
“normal” lives that we scarcely realize how
bent out of shape our perspectives have come.
Easter often fails to make much of a dent in
our thinking. Easter frequently fails to fill us
with the fullness of joy and hope that Christ’s
resurrection should. The certainty of our eternal life because of Jesus’ victory doesn’t
measurably impact our day-to-day living.
The point of Easter is not merely being convinced that it happened; it is letting its reality
be our local language. It may seem funny or
even absurd to the rest of the world, but that
does not deter us. If Christ has not been
raised from His three-day prison house called

death, life is
futile as St. Paul
reminds us. We
are yet in our
sins. But if
Christ is raised,
every moment
of every day is
filled with eternal meaningfulness and a holy
humor.
Think about these words from author Tom
Mullen: Our theology should enable us to see
God as one in whom we can trust, even in the
middle of the ultimate fear of death. If we
can laugh in the crisis of death, that is one
way of saying that God is in charge.
We Christians spend 50 days every year celebrating Christ’s resurrection. These words –
“Alleluia! Christ is risen; He is risen indeed. Alleluia!” – repeated throughout the
season of Easter become our theme, our mantra, our perspective, our reason for living. If
Easter happened, nothing else then matters.
That’s how we live. That’s how we think.
That’s what we are eager to share with others.
God is in charge, as crazy as this world
seems at times. What’s more, we know His
heart. We know that He loves us, cares about
us, and will ultimately take us home to Himself forever. Christ has risen and so shall we.
That is His promise to us. Let’s keep reminding each other of that out-of-this-world future. Then that will become our new
“normal.”
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr
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Don’t miss breakfast on Easter
morning, April 5th, beginning at
7:30 a.m. The Youth Group is
hosting this fundraiser for youth
activities here at Mt. Olive. The
suggested cost is $4 for adults,
$2 for children under 12, and
$10 for families.
Members of the Youth Group are asked to meet at Mount
Olive on Saturday, April 4th, at 10:00 A.M. for preparation
and set-up.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
36th Biennial Convention
Des Moines, IOWA
June 25-28, 2015
All women are invited to attend. Interested or questions? Pick
up a Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly by the Sunday School
desk or talk to Jody Wells-Padron or Marcia Steckelberg.
Online registration is now available. Check out
www.lwml.org for more information on this unforgettable
event that you won’t want to miss.
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for young and old alike are
available. Come with work
clothes and gloves and be
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together sprucing up the
church grounds and building. A light breakfast of
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handles? There are some
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Everyone’s favorite, window washing, is on the list,
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brass plates on the doors.
Ask and it shall be given
unto you.
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It takes servants to keep Mount Olive’s English Language Learning classes running smoothly
each Monday and Wednesday night. Thank you to the following Mount Olive members for the
time they donate to this mission each week.
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Rosalie Soodsma

I am thankful for the volunteers from other congregations (Carrie Briles, Denise Taylor and
Meredith Taylor). I would like to introduce our two newest teachers.
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Eileen Boswell worked as an instructor of English as a Second Language for the United States Peace Corps in Guinea and later for Elgin Community College in Illinois. She has also served as a volunteer ESL and literacy tutor for Kirkwood Community College in
Iowa and the Language, Education and Technology Center in
Washington, DC. She earned her Master’s degree in Linguistics
from the University of Iowa in 2005. Eileen is currently volunteering at the Voice Advocacy Center for students with dyslexia, and at
Film Streams.
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Joan Welsh comes to us from Lutheran Church of the Master. She
teaches the beginning class one night a week. This is Joan’s first
time teaching English to adults. She went back to school as an adult
and graduated when she was 50 with a Human Resources degree.
She worked for Northwestern Bell/U.S. West for 34 years. Joan was
widowed in the summer of 2013. She says that she loves the environment at Mt. Olive and is thankful for the English language program.
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It’s not too late to get involved. Please see me if you would like to learn more.
-Marsha Behr, ELL Director
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The Mount Olive Book club will meet
Tuesday, April 14, at the home of Jill
Clausen. Lois Barr will provide treats. We
will discuss Somewhere Safe With Somebody Good by Jan Karon.
“Oh, the inexpressible comfort of feeling
safe with a person: having neither to weigh
thoughts nor measure words, but to pour
them out. Just as they are-chaff and grain
together, knowing that a faithful hand will
take and sift them, keep what is worth keeping, and then with
the breath of kindness, blow the rest away.” -Dinah Maria
Craik 1826-1887
This beautiful quote opens the latest book in the very popular
“Mitford” series. Jan Karon takes us to the little town of Mitford, North Carolina where we catch up with many old
friends. As with Jan Karon’s other books we should not be
surprised at what can happen in a sleepy mountain town. Father Tim and his wife have just returned from a trip to Ireland. Father Tim is struggling with his place as a retired
priest. What is God’s plan for his life now? Father Tim discovers that even though his formal duties as a priest have
ended his job as a minister continues. Mindful of stepping on
the new priest’s toes, he needs to carve out a new place for
himself while accepting the limitations of an aging body. Realizing that God’s plan for us may not mesh at all with our
plans for us, Father Tim is reminded (along with the readers)
that all things work together for good to those that love God
and he gives us patience, forgiveness, perseverance, hope,
faith, humor, family, and, most of all, love to get through.

Page 5

Lenten
Dinner
Thanks
Many thanks to all the
volunteers who helped out
with the Lenten dinners this
year. Six dinners in six
weeks is a tall order, but
with your gracious help…
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!! Galen and I are
also grateful for all the
Mount Olive diners who
come down for the dinners
each week. Your kind compliments make it all worthwhile. We are so grateful
for the privilege to serve
our Mount Olive Family in
this way.
Galen Behr and
Dixie Gerhart, PFPR
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Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain

Thank You

Thank you to Lorraine Irwin, Nancy Jacobson,
Barb Stacy, and Bonnie
White for helping with the
February Messenger.
Thank you to Lorraine Irwin for taking the finished
newsletter to the downtown
post office every month.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma and Pearl Wiley
for weekly lending a hand
in the church office.
- Teresa Kuti

We continue to assemble a
few bags of groceries for
our POBLO work with
families who are in need.
Items that can be used are:
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour,
cooking oil, dried beans,
jam, no sugar peanutbutter, cookies, juice.
Please no canned vegetables or macaroni and
cheese. A receptacle for
such foodstuffs is in the
north hallway.
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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Current Bulletin
POBLO
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The current week’s worship
folder is available for viewing on Mount Olive's website after 3:00 P.M. on the
Friday before Sunday worship. This is a good opportunity for those wishing to
enhance their worship experience by becoming familiar
with the wording that often
changes from week to
week. In addition, people
who can not be with us on
Sunday mornings for various reasons can now utilize
the current worship folder
from anywhere they have
computer access.
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Resignation
Aman and Amel Hamid
have resigned their position as POBLO missionaries in the metro Omaha
among Arabic-speaking
immigrants. They will relocate to Arizona to begin a
new ministry there. We
thank them for their work
with us for almost two-and
-a-half years.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone
who donated hats, mittens,
gloves and scarves for the
Sunday School winter wear
drive. It was all donated to
Together, Inc., a local Lutheran charity we support.
A special thank you goes
out to Larry Ludwig,
Sara Kowalik’s dad, who
made a large donation this
year and in previous years
of scarves and hats that he
knitted himself. They are
beautifully made.
-Betsy Kosch
Director, Christian
Education

C H U R C H
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In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Myrene Abels, Lois
Barr, Rick Barr, Carol Childers, Becky
Day, Robert Degner,
Gloria Lee
HighHawk, Neena
Kraemer-Solberg,
Rod Lorang, Carol
McGrath, Betty
Sorensen, Don Weihe,
and Janet Zulfer.
...Barbara Sherrill and
her family who mourn
the death of her mother.
...our nominating committee - Marilyn Beig,
Betsy Kosch, Tim
Lorang, Terry and
Kelly Wegner, and
Max Williams
(chairman) as it seeks
out our congregational
leaders for the next two
years.
...our youth catechumens
(Continued on page 11)
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Quilters For Missions
Members of the Mount Olive Quilters for Missions group
have decided to disband due to lack of interest among current
members and the inability to attract new members. These ladies would like to thank all who supported them in the past
and those who donated supplies.
The group reports that they were, “truly blessed to have Dorothy Anson for our leaders for so many years. We really enjoyed our time together.”
The leftover sheets and pillowcases were donated to MOHMS
Place which is a ministry to homeless veterans in the metro
area. Our quilting missionaries were also able to donate three
more finished quilts to MOHMS in addition to the eleven that
were donated last month. Other leftover supplies that the
group had accumulated were donated to two quilting groups
who make quilts and also donate them to different missions.
One of these groups was particularly in real need and thankful
to receive the supplies.

Page 8

OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD
Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2015 our missionaries
abroad are:
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Western Highlands Province
Papua New Guinea
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All Mount Olive women are invited to join us
on the third Monday of the month for Bible
study, food and fellowship. Our LWML group,
COSMO, meets from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
church. Our next meeting is Monday, April 20.
We are currently working through a very insightful book titled Yours are the Hands of
Christ. We will be studying chapter 5: Touching Hands, pages 51 - 60. “Moved with pity,
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched
him.” (Mark 1:41) A copy can be provided if
you would like to study ahead.
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Thank you to those who donated. We were able to purchase
New Testaments and a variety of children’s books. These
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“And on receiving it they grumbled at the
master of the house, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden
of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for
a denarius? . . . I choose to give to this last
worker as I give to you? Am I not allowed to
do what I choose with what belongs to me?
Or do you begrudge my generosity?”
(Matthew 20:11–15).

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

Entry into the Kingdom of heaven is by grace
not by works. And this is the point of the parable. Those hired first received the same wage
as those hired last. Those hired first, even
though they bore the heat of the day, received
the same wage as those hired last. Entry into
the kingdom comes by grace, by the gracious
call and invitation of the owner of the vineyard.
And we chafe against this. We, like those
hired first, object to the master’s decision. We
begrudge him because of his generosity. We
think that those who labored longer should
receive a greater wage. And we protest that
it’s not fair. But that is precisely the point. It’s
not fair. It’s by grace. It’s given from God’s
undeserved love and kindness, not by merit.
So we should rejoice. For to ask for fairness,
to ask to be treated by what we deserve and
have earned, is simply to ask for hell.
For God owes us nothing. For by grace you
are saved, by his underserved love and mercy.
And even though it was undeserved, that
doesn’t mean it was cheap. It wasn’t cheap,
but costly. It cost God the Father His own
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Son. It cost
the Son, our
Lord Jesus
Christ, His
very life.
God’s grace
is costly
grace. It costs
us nothing
but the cost
for God was
great. For it
was achieved
by the shedding of the
holy and precious blood
and the innocent suffering and death of Jesus.
And it is by that shed blood that God by grace
calls us to be His own. It is by that death that
God by grace gives us entrance into His kingdom.
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He doesn’t owe us. We’re not entitled to anything from God. He is not indebted to us. We
are indebted to Him. For we have not lived as
if He mattered most. We have not loved Him
with our whole heart, body, mind, and soul,
with all that we are and all that we have. We
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve his temporal and eternal
punishments. But unlike us, He doesn’t hold
this debt over our heads. He has instead
placed our debt upon the head of His Son, and
His Son has taken it willingly so that we
would be forgiven and free.
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For reasons all His own God has determined
to love us. He has taken the punishment we
deserve upon himself. He has given gifts to
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those whom He knows
would take it for granted.
This is grace. He is kind,
forgiving, steadfast. He is
slow to anger and abounding
in love. For the kingdom of
heaven is entered by grace,
by His giving not our earning.
He is allowed to do what He
chooses with what belongs
to Him. But it doesn’t work
the same way with us. For
what belongs to us? Nothing.
We belong to Him, by water
and His Name. He purchased
and won us from sin, death,
and the devil by His holy,
precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, so
that we would be His own
special possession. Thus, we
have nothing of our own, it
all belongs to Him. We are
stewards of what He has given to us. And so we give of
ourselves, all that we are and
all that we have, to those
whom God has positioned us
to care for in our vocations
as members of a family, society, and the church.
And if He has done all this
for us, how can we not do
with everything that He gave
us likewise?
- Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod
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The
Answer Is
Jesus
After the April 2013 suicide of his 27-year-old son,
Matthew, pastor and author
Rick Warren was often
asked how he was able to
keep going. His frequent
reply? “The answer is Easter.”
In the Easter sermons Warren preached the following
year, he emphasized that
Jesus’ resurrection is the
answer to discouragement,
defeat and devastating trials.
“The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus happened over three days,”
Warren explained. “Friday
was the day of suffering
and pain and agony. Saturday was the day of doubt
and confusion and misery.
But Easter, that Sunday,
was the day of hope and
joy and victory.

(Continued from page 7)

- Alexia Moffett and
Charly Peterson and
our three young people
preparing for their First
Communion.
...the English Language
Learning (ELL) classes
at Mount Olive and the
teachers, greeters, and
coordinator, Marsha
Behr.
...our congregational effectiveness in bringing
the Gospel to the hurting of our community.
...our need for new POBLO missionaries to carry on the work of
Aman and Amel Hamid.

“You will face these three
days over and over and
over in your lifetime. And
when you do, you’ll find
yourself asking, as I did,
three fundamental questions. Number one, what do
I do in my days of pain?
Two, how do I get through
my days of doubt and confusion? Three, how do I get
to the days of joy and victory? The answer is Easter.”
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IMMUNIZATION
AS DISEASE
PREVENTION
This article is provided by Mount Olive Health
Ministry.

When you think of immunizations, what
comes to mind? The pain of the shot, or
avoiding a serious infection? What would
happen if we stopped vaccinating people
against preventable disease? We know that
vaccines have reduced or eliminated many
infectious diseases that once killed or
maimed many infants, children and adults.
However, the bacteria and viruses that
caused those diseases still exist, and can be
passed to people who are not immune. The
current measles outbreak associated with
Disneyland provides evidence of this fact!
Vaccine-preventable diseases have many
social and economic consequences: sick kids
miss school; sick adults (or parents of sick
kids) lose time from work; these diseases
result in high healthcare costs; some are fatal.
So, if we were to stop using vaccines, what
might happen? – there would be epidemics
of preventable diseases; we could expect to
see life-changing disabilities or tragic, unnecessary deaths from those diseases; and
we’d see an increase in the often forgotten
effects of familiar diseases.

Page 12

In a nutshell, vaccines work!
Just look at the dramatic declines in disease
documented by Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) statistics. (see the table on page 13)
Still not convinced?
Take a familiar example: before measles vaccine was available, nearly everyone got measles. In the US, an average of 450 people died
due to measles in each year between 1953 and
1963. Up to 20% of persons with measles
required hospitalization, due to complications
such as ear infections, pneumonia, diarrhea
with severe dehydration, and encephalitis
(swelling of the brain) with brain damage. In
the US, most cases identified between 1997
and 2000 were associated with international
visitors or US residents exposed to measles
while traveling abroad (good reason to check
your immunization records before traveling!).
According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), nearly 900,000 measles-related
deaths occurred in people in developing countries in just one year (1999). If vaccines were
stopped, about 2.7 million measles-associated
deaths could be expected world-wide, each
year!
And, that’s just one vaccine-preventable disease! Think of the life-long paralysis of those
stricken with polio; or the deafness, blindness, cataracts, heart defects, brain damage,
seizures, mental retardation or miscarriages
caused by other preventable infectious diseases.
We often (and mistakenly) associate vaccination with childhood: actually, adults frequently suffer more severe complications when
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To get more information, talk to your local public health office,
infected by the “usual childhood diseasyour healthcare provider or check the following websites:
es” (measles, mumps, chickenpox) than kids
do. So talk to your doctor about vaccination
For more information about me, go to
recommendations for adults too, including the
www.cdc.gov/vaccines
“shingles” vaccine. And, remember, without
www.immunize.org
immunization, you (or your kids) are at greatwww.vaccineinformation.org
http://www.webmd.com/children/video/
er risk of catching one of the vaccine-preventpediatrician-on-autism-vaccine-connection
able diseases; you can infect others;
Decline in Vaccine-Preventable Diseases in the U.S.
and, you may (likely) be excluded from
work, school or childcare. Parents who
Disease
Estimated
Most recent CDC
are concerned about vaccine safety
pre-vaccine
reported/estimated
%
(e.g., do vaccines cause autism?
cases (yearly!)
cases / deaths
decrease
Diphtheria
21,053
0 / 0
100
ADHD?) should think of the possible
H. influenza type b
consequences before saying “NO!” to
(“HIB”, < 5 years age) 20,000
31 / NA**
>99
immunization. Get accurate, current
Hepatitis A
117,333
2890 / NA
98
Hepatitis B (acute)
66.232
18,800 / NA
72
information and discuss your concerns
Measles
530,217
187 / NA
>99
with healthcare professionals.
Mumps
162,344
584 / NA
>99

Get the point???

Pertussis (“whooping
cough”)
200,752
Pneumococcal
disease < 5 yrs age) 16,069
Polio, paralytic
16,316
Rotavirus (hospitalized, < 3 yrs age) 62,500
Rubella (“German
measles”)
47,745
Congenital rubella
(mom-to-fetus)
152
Smallpox
29,005
Tetanus (“lock-jaw”)
580
Varicella
(“chickenpox”)
4,085,120

What you need to know about
immunizations
 take advantage of available
vaccines
 get the number of doses
recommended to give you optimal
protection
 like any medication, there may be
side effects: ask your doctor for the
“VIS” (vaccine information sheet) ** NA –
and report serious reactions to your
healthcare provider immediately
 don’t wait to vaccinate until you hear
about an epidemic: vaccines take time to
work with your immune system to offer
you protection – after you’ve been
exposed, it’s too late!
 track your shots in your health record
 some people are eligible for free vaccinations
– ask for assistance if you can’t afford them.

not available

28,639 / NA

86

1,900 / NA
1/0

88
>99

12,500 / NA

80

9 / NA

>99

1 / NA
0/0
26 / NA

>99
100
96

167,490 / NA

96

Immunization Action Coalition, St, Paul, MN
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Easton Kosch, Sam Lorang — Pre-school
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Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Gideon Rager, Reagan Wegner — PreK/
Kindergarten

Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Gideon Rager, Reagan Wegner — PreK/
Kindergarten

Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend, Grant
Wegner—1st/2nd/3rd

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in March.
Congratulations!!

Mount Olive Annual Easter
Egg Hunt, March 29, 2015
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